
S PORTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2017

BOXING

SWIMMING

PARIS: A crack unit of elite counter-ter-
rorism officers will be among a deploy-
ment of 23,000 police ensuring safety at
the Tour de France, which begins in
Dusseldorf on Saturday, the French inte-
rior ministry said.

But while the jihadist terror threat is
high and France remains in a state of
emergency, Tour director Christian
Prudhomme insists that road accidents
are biggest danger to the smooth run-
ning of the Tour.  “When 12 million peo-
ple line the roadside, vehicles pass, there
are cyclists in front and behind, you have

to be careful that enthusiasm doesn’t
eliminate attentiveness,” Prudhomme
told AFP.  Even so, for the second year
running, an elite GIGN unit-which spe-
cialises in counter-terrorism and hostage
rescue-will be mobilised to tackle any
potential terror threat to the three-week
Tour which covers 3,500km across the
country during July.

The unit will be divided into two
teams, one following the Tour on the
road, the other by helicopter, once the
world’s most prestigious cycle race
enters France after two stages taking in

Germany, Belgium and Luxembourg.
Tour organisers ASO have “similar agree-
ments with authorities” in those coun-
tries to ensure security, said Prudhomme,
while acknowledging that “the French
special forces have their own contacts
with special forces in foreign countries”.

Dog teams trained in sniffing out
explosives will also patrol the departure
and arrival villages during each stage,
the ministry added.  And a special meas-
ure will likely be put in place for the
Tour’s final stage finish on the world-
famous Champs Elysees in Paris on July

23, where the city prefect will be able to
create a “protection or security zone” that
would allow authorities to restrict access
to the area to individuals or groups.  Last
year, France was on high alert for possi-
ble terror attacks as it hosted football’s
European Championships and the Tour.

But while those both passed off
smoothly, 86 people were killed and
hundreds of others injured when a
lone militant drove a lorry into crowds
celebrat ing the French national
Bastille Day holiday on the night of
July 14 in Nice. —AFP

Counter-terrorism police deployed for Tour de France

INDIANAPOLIS: Katie Ledecky keeps makes
winning look easy. Nathan Adrian continues to
prove experience matters when things get close.
Either way, the result was the same Tuesday
night in Indianapolis: The two Olympic gold
medalists qualified for another American world
championship team.

Ledecky, as usual, dominated the women’s
800-meter freestyle, winning by nearly 9 sec-
onds. Adrian, meanwhile, rallied in the closing
meters of the men’s 100 free and out-touched
Caeleb Dressel by 0.01 seconds to win the men’s
100 free at the US National Championships.
“That’s kind of what we’ve built into my nervous
system,” Adrian said. “I’ve always tried to go out
and bring it back in the back half. Now maybe
we can figure out what to do in the front half.”
Adrian doesn’t have much time for fine-tuning
before heading to Budapest, Hungary. The meet
is scheduled for July 23-30.

But after taking Olympic gold in the 100 free
in 2012 and picking up a bronze in the same
event last summer in Rio de Janeiro, Adrian
returned to Indianapolis this year under com-
pletely different circumstances.

At age 28, he was easily the oldest competi-
tor in the final, almost 6 1-2 years older than the
oldest competitor, Ryan Held. And with the
retired Michael Phelps and suspended Ryan
Lochte not around, Adrian has accepted his role
as Team USA’s elder spokesman.

The good news is that he appears to be as
strong as ever. After qualifying fourth in the
morning prelims, Adrian charged back from the
No. 6 spot at the turn and sprinted past five
younger competitors to reclaim a title he first
won in 2009, also in Indy. He won in 47.96 sec-
onds. Dressel was next at 47.97. ”I didn’t know
where they were and if I had looked, I probably
would have lost it,” Adrian said after pumping his
fist and taking a deep breath following the race.
The winners of each event qualify for the world
championships. Runner-ups are also likely to join
the team through a selection process.

Ledecky, as usual, provided no drama in an
event she has owned for years. The 20-year-old
Stanford star took the lead in the first 50 meters
and extended it by between 0.31 and 0.83 sec-
onds on each ensuing lap through the first 600
meters. At one point, the Washington native was
even swimming under her own world record
pace. She eventually finished in 8:11.50, beating
Leah Smith to the wall by 8.96 seconds. Ledecky
did all that despite having only about 25 min-
utes between her sixth-place finish in the 100
free and the start of the 800 and without the
benefit of changing her workouts before nation-
als. “I didn’t rest too much for this. I’d say maybe

compared to other trials/selection meets, this is
probably the least tapered I’ve been,” she said. “I
felt in control but by the time I got to about 400
or 50, I  couldn’t pick it up any more.”

By winning, Ledecky has already given herself
the option to compete in the 1,500 free at
Budapest without having to swim the event
Saturday. She will still plans to swim the 200 free
today and the 400 free on Friday, setting her up
for the possibility of four more international
golds to match the four individual golds she
won at the 2015 world championships and four
more golds more she brought home from the
2016 Olympics. — AP
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INDIANAPOLIS: Katie Ledecky celebrates after winning the Women’s 800 LC Meter Freestyle
Final during the 2017 Phillips 66 National Championships & World Championship Trials at
Indiana University Natatorium on Tuesday in Indianapolis, Indiana. — AFP

SEOUL: North Korean taekwondo demonstration team members perform at the
World Taekwondo Headquarters in Seoul yesterday. North Korea’s International
Taekwondo Federation (ITF) delegation is in South Korea for performances at
the World Taekwondo Championships. This is the ITF’s first visit to South Korea
in 10 years. — AFP

SEOUL: Great Britain picked up a first gold
medal at the 2017 World Taekwondo
Championships yesterday in South Korea
as Bianca Walkden defeated Jackie
Galloway of the United States.

The two bronze medallists from the
2016 Rio Olympics met in the Over-73 kg
category in the southern South Korean city
of Muju. Walkden overcame Galloway 14-4
in the final of the event that ends Friday.

There was less positive news for the
United Kingdom in the men’s Under-87kg
class as Lutalo Muhammad, who missed
out on gold at the 2016 Rio Olympics in the
last seconds of the final, crashed out at the
second round after a 21-6 defeat at the
hands of Smayil Duisebay of Kazakhstan.

Turkey picked up a second gold to move
second in the medal table as Zeliha Agris
defeated Tatiana Kudashova of Russia in
the final of the women’s Under-53kg cate-
gory with a score of 11-8.

South Korea is still dominant however as

the host nation collected a fourth gold
medal of the tournament. Russia had to
settle for silver once again as Jeong Yun-jo
squeezed past 19-year-old Mikhail
Artamonov 24-23 in an epic showdown in
the final of the men’s Under-58kg category.

Russia and South Korea meet again on
Thursday when Vladislav Larin and In Kyo-
don face off in the semi-final of the men’s
Under-87 kg category for the right to face
either Alexander Bachmann of Germany or
Slovenia’s Ivan Trajkovic in the final.

In the men’s Over-87 kg, there is an All-
Africa semi-final as Gabon’s Anthony
Obame meets Abdoul Razak Issoufou of
Niger while Britain’s Mahama Cho meets
Roman Kuznetsov.

South Korea has another medal hope in
the semi-final of the women’s Under-73 kg
category. Oh Hye-ri meets Mexico’s Maria
Espinoza. The winner will take on either
Reshmie Oogink of the Netherlands or
Serbia’s Milica Mandic. —AFP

Britain takes first gold

BRISBANE: Manny Pacquiao’s world title
fight with Jeff Horn will be “short and
sweet” with a knockout likely, his trainer
predicted yesterday, as his Australian
challenger said he was “ready for war”.

The legendary Filipino, one of the
greatest fighters of his generation, is
widely tipped to triumph over the
unbeaten Horn in front of an expected
50,000 people at Brisbane’s Suncorp
Stadium on Sunday.

“He (Manny) doesn’t like to predict
knockouts and so forth but I think it is
going to be short and sweet,” trainer
Freddie Roach told reporters at a press
conference ahead of the World Boxing
Organization (WBO) welterweight bout.

“I think it won’t last too long and
someone will get knocked out.” Roach on
Tuesday suggested the fight was a step-
ping stone for the eight-weight world
champion to secure a rematch with
American rival Floyd Mayweather, who
outpointed Pacquiao in the “Fight of the
Century” two years ago.

Horn’s camp hit back, with the former
school schoolteacher’s promoters taking
a dig at Pacquiao for spending most of
the press conference looking at his
mobile phone.

“Not only is Manny Pacquiao an
eleven-time world champion... he is also
a world champion texter, because he
never gets off his bloody phone,” Dean
Lonergan said.

Horn’s trainer Glenn Rushton accused
Pacquiao’s camp of underestimating his
29-year-old challenger and said the so-
called “Battle of Brisbane” would become
the “fight of the year”. “My vision for this
fight is it will be a late stoppage. I think it
is going to occur late in the fight after...
all of these rounds. I personally believe
this will be the fight of the year,” Rushton
said. “I do think Freddie and Manny are
probably underestimating Jeff even
though I know they say they are not
because he is too experienced not to
prepare properly. “But I do think when
they get out there, it’s going to be so dif-
ferent. I think this will become Manny’s
toughest fight... we’ve trained as hard as
we’ve ever trained for this fight, so we’re
ready for war.” 

Pacquiao (59-6-2, 38 knockouts)
briefly retired last year before making a
comeback to win the WBO welterweight
title against Jesse Vargas in November, as
he juggles boxing with his duties as a
senator in the Philippines. — AFP

TOKYO: International Olympic Committee (IOC) Vice President John Coates, front row third right, and other members visit the planned con-
struction site of Aomi Urban Sports Venue for the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 in Tokyo yesterday. The venue is planned for Skateboarding and
Sport Climbing events of Tokyo 2020 Olympics. — AP

TOKYO: The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) yesterday praised Japanese
organisers for slashing costs for the 2020
Tokyo Games, but warned that soaring
Olympic budgets could see future bids dry up.

Tokyo 2020 coordination commission chair-
man John Coates noted that significant
progress had been made since the IOC
ordered local organisers to keep costs below
$20 billion but added that more needed to be
done. “Apart from the fact you’ve got the
budget down now to around $13 billion, the
emphasis that you are continuing to work
together to further reduce costs and optimise
resources is not only important to you and tax-
payers, but also very important to the IOC,” he
said at the start of a three-day visit to Tokyo. 

“We know you can pay for the Games in a
city as strong financially as yours and with the
support you get from the government, pri-
vate sector and sponsorship,” added Coates.

“But it is important to us that when the

costs of the Games in the final analysis
become public that they’re going to attract
(future) candidate cities, rather than scare
them off.” The IOC pledged earlier this year to
make changes to the Olympic bidding
process following the withdrawal of Budapest
from the race to host the 2024 Games, leaving
just Paris and Los Angeles in the running.

“If we appear to be pushing very hard on
saving money, it’s for our own future that we
are doing it-just as much as you want to do it
for your taxpayers,” Coates said.

Rome, Hamburg and Boston all previously
pulled the plug on their bids for the 2024
Summer Games, citing costs.

Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike last year
ordered a review of the budget that recom-
mended revised plans for three venues to
reduce costs projected to balloon to more
than $25 billion-four times the initial esti-
mates when Tokyo won the 2020 hosting
rights. As Tokyo organisers battle to rein in

costs, Coates added that a progress report on
the troubled 2020 Olympic stadium would be
high on the agenda during the coordination
commission’s visit.

Japanese officials bungled the rollout of
the showpiece venue in 2015 when Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe tore up the blueprints for
Tokyo’s new national stadium over its eye-
watering $2 billion price tag.

Coates also said the commission hopes to
decide on the 2020 Olympic role of
Fukushima, which was hit by a nuclear melt-
down following the deadly 2011 tsunami that
devastated north-east Japan. “We want to
finalise how many games in baseball and soft-
ball will be held in Fukushima,” he said. 

“We really want to honour the commit-
ment that president (Thomas) Bach made to
Prime Minister Abe to take events to
Fukushima as part of the (region’s) recovery
and rehabilitation. I think it’s critical we do
that.” —AFP
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