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LONDON: Former Australian international Kurt Gidley is to retire at the end
of the present Super League season bringing the curtain down on a stellar
16 year career he announced yesterday.  The 35-year-old utility back-who
was capped 12 times and also represented New South Wales in 12 State of
Origin clashes with Queensland-will see out the second year of his contract
with Warrington Wolves before hanging up his boots. Gidley, who prior to

coming to England had played for Newcastle Knights in
Australia captaining them over 120 times, played a pivotal
role in the Wolves reaching both the Grand Final and the
Challenge Cup final last season, although they eventually
lost both.   “I’m really grateful that I got the opportunity to
play here at the back end of my career and experience play-

ing in Super League for a great club,” said Gidley. “I always had
two years in my own head, signing a one-year deal and then

extending for another year. “I knew deep down that two
years was probably the right amount of time although

I was open to playing more. —AFP

SOCHI: Germany manager Joachim Loew wants the names of any players
caught doping to be made public, after Russian football was yesterday
accused of tampering with urine samples.  A year before they host the
World Cup, Russian football has come under the spotlight amidst fresh
allegations of drug abuse. Canadian lawyer Richard McLaren, the author
of an explosive report into Russian doping, has told German broadcaster
ARD he has new evidence suggesting that positive tests taken
from Russian players were swopped with clean samples.
Loew says any footballer caught doping must be
named and shamed.  “It’s an ongoing investigation and
I don’t want to heat the speculation,” said Loew in yes-
terday’s press conference ahead of Germany’s
Confederations Cup semi-final against Mexico in Sochi.
“But if it’s confirmed, I would like to hear the names
being made public.  “The anti-doping agencies and FIFA
(world football’s governing body) should call a spade a
spade, then we will see what happens. —AFP

PARIS: Next year’s Davis Cup and Fed Cup finals will be staged
together in Geneva as part of sweeping changes to the team tourna-
ments, the International Tennis Federation (ITF) announced yester-
day.  A new combined season-ending event, the World Cup of Tennis
finals, will be the highlight of a series of historic reforms aimed at
transforming the annual national team competitions. The Swiss city
was selected by the ITF board from a shortlist of six candidates across
three continents that included Copenhagen, Istanbul, Miami, Turin
and Wuhan. The new format is due to start in November 2018 and run
for a three-year period as the ITF looks to get the sport’s top players
to commit to the tournaments on a regular basis in an already
crammed tennis schedule.  “The creation of the World Cup of Tennis
finals is at the heart of a series of reforms that represent the most sig-
nificant changes in the history of Davis Cup and Fed Cup by BNP
Paribas,” ITF president David Haggerty said in a statement. “Change is
needed to ensure that we maximise the full potential of these iconic
and historic competitions. —AFP
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WELLINGTON: Wellington Hurricanes’ Wes Goosen scores a try during the rugby union match against the British and Irish Lions at Westpac
Stadium in Wellington on Tuesday. — AFP 

UNCASVILLE: It’s been 15 years since the
Connecticut Sun joined the WNBA, and
right from the start, Mitchell Etess knew the
team could be prosperous on and off the
court. With the backing of the Mohegan
Sun Casino, the team has flourished and
been a model for independently owned
franchises.

“We were the first non-NBA-owned
team and we were the first to make money,”
said Etess, who is the team’s president and
CEO, in a phone interview with The
Associated Press on Tuesday.  “We knew it
would be successful. We didn’t go into it
with any questions in our mind.”

While there might have been some con-
cern with a casino owning a franchise, the
WNBA didn’t have too many reservations
since there was no sports book where you
could bet on the league.

“We were able to manage the gambling
concern because of the unavailability to
bet on site for our sport,” former WNBA
President Val Ackerman said. “The other
factors were so overwhelming to let them
be the first independent team.”

The Sun have turned a profit each of the
past six seasons, impressive since the team
has struggled a bit on the court lately, fail-
ing to make the playoffs since 2012.

“I think the business metrics from the
beginning were solid,” Ackerman said. “The
ability to draw the UConn fan helped. Even
when they didn’t have former Huskies on
the team, the same fan would enjoy com-
ing to see players roll through when they
played for other teams.”

It helps having a self-contained venue
that has parking, dining and an arena all in
one place, as well as good marketing.

“They didn’t have to start from scratch
building a support structure. To me it was
the perfect combination,” Ackerman said.
“To this day, it’s still unique in the sport
marketplace.” Etess said there was some ini-
tial pushback, but that NBA Commissioner
David Stern handled it.

“The commissioner took the bullet,” he
said. There haven’t been any other casinos
that have owned a sports team in any of
the four major sports. That may change in
the future as pro teams have started to
move to Las Vegas with the city getting an
NFL and NHL franchise this past year. A few

other WNBA teams have had sponsorship
deals with casinos, including Phoenix and
New York, but none are owned by them.
“It’s got to be the right model clearly for
other sports and a few things would have
to change for that to happen,” Etess said.

Connecticut has a natural fan base
because of the success of the Huskies. The
Sun have hosted the All-Star Game numer-
ous times, as well as the WNBA draft. Both
of those events were extremely meaningful
to Etess.

Tomorrow, the Sun will honor their 15th
season with former players Katie Douglas
and Nykesha Sales coming to the game
and answering questions at halftime. The
team will give away commemorative t-
shirts with the names of the 2003 roster.

Rebecca Lobo, who was on that inaugu-
ral team that moved up from Orlando, will
call tomorrow’s game on national TV. She
had fond memories of her one year with
the Sun. “When I found out they were get-
ting a franchise, my first thought was,
‘Could my life turn out so perfectly that I’d
get to play there?’” Lobo said. “A lot of us
were thrilled to play for a franchise that
wanted to do things the right way. They
just didn’t have the time or the know-how
right away.”

That first season was put together in
amazing fashion as the team, which was
previously in Orlando, was approved in
January and the season started in April.
Etess and his group had to find a coach,
players and a practice facility very quickly.

In stepped Mike Thibault as the coach -
his first time in the WNBA. “I remember Day
One sitting in the arena after my press con-
ference and saying what had I just done,”
Thibault recalled laughing. “I hadn’t met
any of the players, they had no basketballs,
no uniforms and no confirmed practice site.
I had a long list of what needed to be done,
and we just start knocking them off.”

The team surprisingly made the playoffs.
Connecticut made the finals the next two
years, losing both times. They made the
playoffs the first six years they were in
Connecticut and then twice more, but still
are looking for their first title.

“That’s the one thing that is missing, but
hopefully we can compete for one soon,”
Etess said. — AP

WELLINGTON: British and Irish Lions coach
Warren Gatland has given the strongest indi-
cation yet he will overhaul the forward pack
found wanting in last week’s first Test loss to
the All Blacks. As he mulls options for the sec-
ond Test in Wellington on Saturday, Gatland
was full of praise for the performance of locks
Courtney Lawes and Iain Henderson in a 31-
31 draw with the Hurricanes on Tuesday
night.  Gatland was impressed with
Henderson’s commitment, even though the
Irishman cost the Lions dearly when his yel-
low card let the Hurricanes back into the
match. He also liked the look of Lawes, bring-
ing him off in the 53rd minute, probably to
keep him fresh for the Test. “I thought (Lawes)
played really well and Iain Henderson played
exceptionally well also, in terms of carrying
and getting behind,” Gatland said.  “Courtney
Lawes was strong in the lineout and carried
and defended particularly well.”

Lawes could offer a potent combination
with fellow Englishman Maro Itoje, who is
regarded as a certain starter after making an
immediate impact when he came off the
bench in the first Test.

Lawes said he was ready to match the
physicality of the All Blacks, whose locks
Brodie Retallick and Sam Whitelock were
outstanding in the 30-15 Test series opener.
“I don’t think you get to this level without
having a certain level of physicality. That is
an area of my game that is up there I sup-
pose,” he said.  “It ’s a final this weekend.
There’s no second chance for us and we
need to front up.”

HAPPY CLOWN 
Meanwhile, Gatland shrugged off what he

said was a personal campaign against him by
local media, including a caricature depicting
him as a clown in the New Zealand Herald.

Gatland said he did not care about those
who attempted to target him. “I hope it was a
happy clown, that’s all,” he joked.  “I’d like to
think as a Kiwi that some things about me
would be more positive from some media,
but that hasn’t happened.  “One or two peo-
ple have had a personal campaign against
me but it’s water off a duck’s back. I couldn’t
give a toss.”

The Wales coach revealed an unusual rea-
son for not using his bench against the
Hurricanes as his starting XV faded late in a
furiously paced match.  Gatland said he had
faced so much criticism for calling up six play-
ers as late replacements-four from Wales and
two from Scotland-that he decided to use
them only as a last resort.

“So much was made of devaluing the jer-
sey that we decided we would try and get
through the game with as many of our start-
ing XV staying on as could,” he said. “You
understand people’s views, so we made the
collective decision that they would be just
head injury assessment (concussion) or injury
replacements.” — AFP
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LONDON: They say attack is the best form of
defence, and Leeds Rhinos centre Joel Moon is
under no illusions that his side need to
improve with the ball in hand this weekend
against St Helens.  Brian McDermott’s side
were beaten 23-12 by league leaders
Castleford Tigers last time out, with the head
coach’s pre-match taunts backfiring spectacu-
larly as the league leaders beat them for a sev-
enth straight meeting.  

Leeds restricted Castleford’s free-flowing
attack to just three tries, but could only man-
age two themselves as the error count racked
up, and with Saints in town this week Moon
knows exactly where the Rhinos must tighten
up.  “Obviously we were all a bit disappointed
after our loss against Castleford, but it’s a long
season and the boys are ready to go again this
weekend,” said the former Brisbane Broncos
and New Zealand Warriors man.  “Our comple-
tion wasn’t good enough last week. I don’t
think you’re going to beat any team if you’re
dropping that much ball-but our defence was
very good indeed.

“So we’ve just been working on a few
things in training this week in terms of our
own possession of the ball and then we’ll be
alright.  “You always want to bounce straight
back after a tough loss, but it will be hard
again this weekend against Saints as they will
come here ready to go.  “All round the field
they are strong. They have some big forwards
in Alex Walmsley and Kyle Amor up front, and
then they’ve got some great backs with Theo
Fages and Matty Smith in the halves with

some good outside backs around them.
“So it’s an all-round game and we’ve just

got to worry about what we do.  We’re in good
shape with a few good wins and performanc-
es-but it’s a long year and it’s good we have
things to work on.”

The League Leaders’ Shield looks destined
for Castleford, as they sit seven points clear of
Hull FC-but their chasers have the chance to
close the gap on Friday. And boss Lee Radford
is expecting the Tigers to show off their best
rugby in search of revenge, after Hull dumped
them out of the Challenge Cup earlier this
month. “It’s another instance of learning les-
sons from last year,” he said. “After the
Challenge Cup final we played Warrington for
the League Leaders’ Shield at home.

“We got out-enthused that night and there
was just a little bit of revenge in that perform-
ance from Warrington. “I’ve got no doubt that
will be exactly the same from Castleford this
week.  If we are not bang at it then we can
expect a real response from these blokes.”
Elsewhere, Warrington’s hopes of reaching the
Super 8s still hang in the balance and they
face Wakefield Trinity away from home this
weekend.  But Wire boss Tony Smith remains
confident after ending a run of six games
without a victory by beating Catalan Dragons
24-16 last weekend.  He said: “By the end of
the rounds, we’ll be where we deserve to be.
There will be more twists and turns yet. There
will be shocks and upsets here and there.

“All we can do is focus on who we’re play-
ing, this week we did that pretty well.” —AFP
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NEW YORK: Phil Jackson is out as New
York Knicks president after he oversaw one
of the worst eras in team history and feud-
ed with star Carmelo Anthony.

Days after Jackson reiterated his desire
to trade Anthony and said he would listen
to deals for Kristaps Porzingis, Madison
Square Garden chairman James Dolan
reversed course and cut ties with Jackson
yesterday.

“After careful thought and considera-
tion, we mutually agreed that the Knicks
will be going in a different direction,” Dolan
said in a statement. “Phil Jackson is one of
the most celebrated and successful individ-
uals in the history of the NBA. His legacy in
the game of basketball is unmatched.”

But his work as a first-time executive
was awful. The winner of an NBA-record 11
championships as coach, Jackson couldn’t
engineer one playoff berth while running
the Knicks. The team was 80-166 in his
three full seasons, including a franchise-
worst 17-65 in 2014-15.

The move comes less than a week after
Jackson led the Knicks through the NBA

draft and on the eve of free agency that
opens Saturday. Dolan said general manag-
er Steve Mills would run the day-to-day
business of the team in the short term.

Jackson was a Hall of Fame coach with
the Chicago Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers,
delivering titles with some of the game’s
biggest stars like Michael Jordan, Shaquille
O’Neal and Kobe Bryant. He also was part
of the Knicks when they won NBA titles in
1970 and 1973.

He was welcomed back to the organiza-
tion to huge fanfare in March 2014, but it
soon became clear the transition would be
a poor one. His first coaching hire, Derek
Fisher, lasted just 11/2 seasons, and
Jackson’s trades and free agency moves
also failed to improve the club.

“I had hoped, of course, to bring another
NBA championship to the Garden. As
someone who treasures winning, I am
deeply disappointed that we weren’t able
to do that,” Jackson said. “New York fans
deserve nothing less. I wish them and the
Knicks organization all the best - today and
always.” — AP
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WELLINGTON: Hurricanes loose forward Vaea Fifita dives over the ruck to score a try
against the British and Irish Lions in Wellington, New Zealand, Tuesday. The game ended in
a 31 all draw.  — AP

GREENBURGH: In this July 8, 2016, file photo, New York Knicks president Phil
Jackson, left, and general manager Steve Mills answer questions during a news con-
ference at the team’s training facility in Greenburgh, NY. — AP
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