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As an Indian child adopted and raised in Sweden,
Nilakshi Elizabeth Purve Jorendal, was always
curious about her birth mother. Her adoptive

parents were open about her background, which was
“hard to miss when you are a brown girl growing up in
a white country” with three white siblings, said
Jorendal, now 44. So in the late 1990s she started to
search for her birth mother, an on-and-off process that
took years but finally succeeded.

But rather than the happy reunion she expected,
Jorendal opened up a heartbreak suppressed for
decades - finding she had been taken against her
mother’s will from an orphanage near Pune in western
Maharashtra state to Helsingborg, Sweden, in 1976.
“My mother was pregnant when my father died. She
had delivered me in an orphanage. She never wanted
to leave me,” Jorendal told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “She told me she was coerced, tricked and
pressurized to give me up by her own family members
who wanted her to remarry,” she said after visiting her
ailing mother in Yavatmal, 670 km east of Mumbai in
Maharashtra state this month.

Jorendal is one of thousands of Indian children who
were given away during rising numbers of inter-coun-
try adoptions in the 1970s when there was no law in
India to regulate this. Studies show that India was in
the top five countries sending children to the United
States between 1978 to 1995 but stories of corruption
started to cause considerable controversy. But it was
not until a Supreme Court judgment in 1984 that pri-
vate adoptions were banned and the Indian govern-
ment started to monitor and regulate adoptions.

However campaigners said as more of these chil-
dren become adults and set out to find their birth par-
ents, more are uncovering the fact that they were
forcibly taken. The charity Against Child Trafficking
(ACT), that helped Jorendal in her search, has reunited
around 40 inter-country adoptees with their birth
mothers in the past six years, with a rising numbers
seeking help and uncovering the truth.

Child Trafficking
“These children were treated as abandoned by the

officials who put them up for adoption and within six
months they were abroad,” said Arun Dohle of ACT,
who was adopted from India to a German family in
Aachen. “This should be treated as trafficking of
babies.” Jorendal said she would have never guessed
anything was wrong at her first meeting with her
mother in 2015 which was stilted and arranged dis-
creetly so that her mother’s children from her second
marriage wouldn’t know.

But she found out what really happened at a sec-
ond meeting this month which was warm and effort-
less as the two women had bonded over conference
calls Jorendal made from Sweden aided by a Marathi
translator. She said she was “still processing the infor-
mation” that her mother shared from her hospital bed
- of how she was forced to leave her in the orphanage
and was remarried, cutting all contact with her first
child. “(My mother) was more worried about my health
and wants to see me married,” added Jorendal who
studied law but couldn’t work due to problems with
epilepsy and a blood disorder. But Jorendal wants to
find out exactly what happened and has mailed her
queries to the orphanage superintendent, who is 90
and settled in Australia, and is awaiting a response.

Legal Searches
Dohle said he realized the challenges for children

adopted from India - and the exploitation that was
involved in many cases from the 1970s - when he set
out to find his birth mother as he wanted to find out
why she gave him up. After a 17-year struggle, in 2010
he successfully sought access for his original adoption
papers from India’s Supreme Court. He finally met his
mother in Pune and, as news spread, other adopted
children like Jorendal started contacting him.

“I had so much difficulty establishing my identity,”
said Dohle who co-founded ACT in 2008 with Dutch
whistleblower from the European Commission, Roelie
Post, a leader campaigner against inter-country adop-
tion. A year later, India tweaked rules allowing adopt-
ed children access to original adoption papers. Dohle
said some of the cases were tragic for the families as
the pattern of exploitation emerged.

“We had a case of a mother whose child was taken
by a money lender she owed money to. In another case,
a hospital kept the child as the unwed mother couldn’t
pay the fee after her delivery,” Dohle said. In his own
case, Dohle’s was taken from his mother without her
consent. “This is trade of children. There is no real con-
sent. If there is a consent, the mothers are under pres-
sure to give up their children,” he said. —Reuters
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Macron and Merkel converge on Europe
Back in January, when his chances of winning the

French presidency were considered slim, Emmanuel
Macron came to Berlin and spelled out what he felt

was needed to fix Europe. “As Jacques Delors said, for Europe
we need a vision and a screwdriver,” Macron told an audi-
ence at the Humboldt University, citing the former president
of the European Commission. “Unfortunately, we currently
have a lot of screwdrivers but we are still lacking a vision.”

Now, less than two months after surging to victory in the
French election, Macron is filling the void, articulating a
path forward for the continent, and crucially, bringing
Germany along with him. That was the main take-away
from a meeting of European Union leaders last week in
which Macron and German Chancellor Angela Merkel stood
side by side at an end-of-summit news conference and sent
a message of total unity. After more than a decade of sput-
tering and stalling, it may be premature to declare that the
Franco-German engine is revving on all cylinders again.

Macron still faces the daunting challenge of delivering
on his plans to reform the French economy. Only if he is suc-
cessful will he end the mutual distrust between Paris and
Berlin that has prevented close cooperation in past years.
Merkel, for her part, must win a fourth term in September. If
she does, she could still struggle to convince sceptical con-
servative allies to work with the centrist Macron.

But the past weeks, culminating in the joint appearance
in Brussels on Friday, have helped lay to rest two of the big
question marks that loomed over Macron’s election victory
last month: whether he could maintain the momentum
that propelled him into the Elysee Palace, and whether
Merkel would be prepared to embrace his ideas on Europe.

For the past decade, as the continent lurched from one
crisis to the next, Merkel seemed more comfortable mak-
ing gradual adjustments to European structures, like tight-
ening screws with a screwdriver, than coming up with
inspiring new visions. Now, with Europe out of acute crisis
mode and feeling more confident against a backdrop of
economic growth and political disarray in Britain and the
United States, the 39-year-old Macron, emboldened by his
party’s strong performance in parliamentary elections this
month, is stepping into the breach.

Full Weight
In Brussels, he made clear that he would not shy away

from confronting countries like Poland and Hungary if their
right-wing governments failed to respect European demo-
cratic values. He promised to respond in kind if countries

like China and the United States do not play fair on trade.
And he pressed his fellow leaders to embrace a more ambi-
tious approach to European defense cooperation. On all
three of these issues, Merkel’s instinct in the past would
have been to soft-pedal out of concern for sensitivities in
Warsaw, Budapest, Washington, Beijing and - on the issue
of defense - in Germany.

But in Brussels she threw her full weight behind Macron.
This did not go unnoticed in other EU delegations, particu-
larly among eastern Europeans unsettled by the looming
departure of Britain and the erratic US presidency of
Donald Trump. “If the (Franco-German) engine works too
well it is not always the best for the EU,” said a senior EU

diplomat from an eastern country. “We hope that they will
be wise enough to control their speed.”

Officials in Britain and the United States are also uneasy.
A more confident, assertive Europe is likely to be a tougher
counterpart in Brexit negotiations. At the summit, British
Prime Minister Theresa May looked diminished and defen-
sive next to the rejuvenated duo of Merkel and Macron.
While applauding the political momentum in Europe gen-
erated by Macron’s victory over far-right leader Marine Le
Pen, Charles Kupchan, a former European adviser to US
President Barack Obama, expressed concern that a bolder,
brasher Europe might end up defining itself in opposition
to Washington. —Reuters

Wind farm operators are betting on a new genera-
tion of colossal turbines, which will dwarf many
skyscrapers, as they seek to remain profitable

after European countries phase out subsidies that have
defined the green industry since the 1990s. The world’s
three leading offshore wind operators - DONG Energy,
EnBW and Vattenfall - all told Reuters they were looking
to these megaturbines to help adapt to the upcoming
reality with dwindling government handouts.

According to interviews with turbine makers and engi-
neers, at least one manufacturer - Siemens Gamesa - will
have built a prototype megaturbine by next year and the
first farms could be up and running in the first half of the
next decade. These massive machines will each stand 300
metres tall - almost as high as London’s Shard, western
Europe’s tallest building - with 200-metre rotor spans that
will stretch the length of two football fields.

The wind power sector is at a critical juncture as the
subsidies that have cradled it since its inception in the
early 1990s, and underpinned its business model, disap-
pear as politicians enact a long-planned push to make
the industry more commercially viable and able to com-
pete with other energy sources.

The countries that form the hub of the European off-
shore wind industry - Denmark, Germany, the
Netherlands and Britain - are looking to gradually phase
out the handouts over the next decade. This will end a
crucial source of revenue for operators; in tenders con-
cluded as recently as 2014, subsidies still accounted for
around half of European wind projects’ income.

With the writing on the wall, DONG and EnBW submit-
ted bids with no subsidies factored in at a tender in April
for a German project planned for 2024. The auction repre-
sented an industry milestone, the first with zero-subsidy
bids, but raised the burning question of how operators
will be able to make money and survive while offering a
commercially attractive alternative to coal and nuclear.

The answer, according to the companies, are the
megaturbines, which would sweep a far bigger area and
harness more wind, cutting costs per megawatt. They will
each generate between 10 and 15 megawatts (MW) of
power - a considerable leap from the largest turbines cur-
rently in operation, made by MHI Vestas, which are 195
metres tall and generate 8 MW. The megaturbines are no
sure bet for the companies’ bottom lines, however. There
are challenges on the technical front to create monumen-
tally tall towers and light, slender blades that can with-
stand the strain of gale-force winds.

Economically, there are also doubts among some
industry experts about whether zero-subsidy wind proj-
ects can make money, even with the increased efficiency
delivered by megaturbines. They say deeper savings must
be made by operators across their businesses and elec-
tricity prices must also rise significantly to bring prof-
itability. Michael Guldbrandtsen, offshore wind consult-
ant at MAKE, said there were financial and technical risks
associated with megaturbines, but that operators had lit-
tle choice but to invest in a technology needed to make
zero-subsidy projects viable. “Without a significant
increase in the size of turbines it would not be possible to
ensure a reasonable return,” he added.

Prototype Megaturbine
Operators are nonetheless banking on the new tech-

nology. Michael Simmelsgaard, head of offshore business
at Swedish utility Vattenfall, said the industry would cross
the 10 MW turbine threshold “faster than many expect
now”, without being more specific. A 10 W turbine could
power about 9,000 homes. “We will definitely see these
big turbines,” he added.

DONG Energy’s wind business, Samuel Leupold, laid
out more ambitious plans: “We believe we can utilise (tur-
bines) in the range of 13 to 15 megawatts,” he said on the
sidelines of an offshore wind conference in London this

month - the first time an industry executive has given
such a high figure. Previously, companies have only spo-
ken about turbines in the region of 10W. EnBW also said it
was turning to megaturbines.

“Size is an important driver of efficiency,” said Dirk
Guesewell, its head of generation portfolio development.
“Bigger rotors mean fewer turbines and foundations are
needed to achieve the same capacity.” German turbine
maker Senvion said it was developing megaturbines of
over 10 MW. While the machines are still in the design
stage, it said it was already offering them for future use to
wind farm operators.

“We envisage that the installations of those wind
farms will take place in the first half of the next decade,”
head of Senvion’s Global Offshore business, Cornelius
Druecker, told Reuters without saying how close the
firm was to a prototype. An independent engineer work-
ing with Siemens Gamesa, who asked not to be named
as they are authorised to speak publicly, said the
German company will have built a prototype megatur-
bine by next year. Another engineer, who works with
several big turbine makers, said designs had almost
been completed across the sector and the process of
producing prototypes was about to start. Siemens
Gamesa declined to comment.

Technical Hurdles
The biggest technical hurdle involves increasing the

length of the turbine blades without putting too much
strain on the structure which is built on a platform fas-
tened to the seabed. With spans of around 200 m, the
blades will be about 50 m longer than those of the most
powerful turbines now in operation. As they are constant-
ly exposed to different levels of wind, their construction,
which requires adhesives that join different layers of car-
bon or glass-fibre to dry at exactly the right temperatures,
is extremely complex. —Reuters

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron prepare to address the media at an EU
summit in Brussels on June 23, 2017. — AP 
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