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“We stand by in order to help facili-
tate some of these conversations,” she
added. Ultimately, she noted, the GCC
countries are “going to have to work
out their disagreement”. 

Sheik h Mohammad also met UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres,
who also lauded the international orga-
nization’s support of Kuwaiti mediation
efforts. Guterres fully supported the ini-
tiative carried out by HH the Amir, hop-
ing that it will end the crisis. Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Abdullah also met
Jordanian Foreign Minister  Ayman
Safadi ,  discussing with him recent
regional and international develop-
ments. Both officials also stressed the
importance of ending the GCC crisis.
The meetings were attended by Kuwaiti
Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Al-
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Meanwhile, Qatar yesterday con-
demned Saudi Arabia’s refusal to nego-
tiate the demands of the kingdom and
its allies for ending a crippling embargo
on the emirate.  Speak ing from
Washington, where he held talks with
Tillerson on Tuesday, Qatari Foreign
Minister  Sheik h Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani said the Saudi
position was unacceptable. “This is con-
trary to the principles that govern inter-
national relations because you can’t
just present lists of demands and refuse
to negotiate,” he said in comments pub-
lished in Doha.

His Saudi counterpart Adel Al-Jubeir,
who is  also in Washington,  was
unbudging on Tuesday over the three-
week-old dispute, which has left Qatar,
a US ally, isolated under a trade and
diplomatic embargo set by its Gulf Arab
neighbors. “Our demands on Qatar are
non-negotiable. It’s now up to Qatar to
end its support for extremism and ter-
rorism,” Jubeir said on Twitter.

With the support of the United Arab
Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain, the Saudis
announced on June 5 they were sus-
pending all ties with Qatar, accusing it
of support for extremist groups - a
claim Doha denies. They closed their
airspace to Qatari carriers and blocked
the emirate’s only land border, a vital
route for its food imports. They also
ordered all Qataris to leave and their
own nationals to return home.

Last week, Riyadh laid down a list of
13 demands for Qatar, including ending
Doha’s suppor t for the Muslim

Brotherhood, the closure of Al-Jazeera
television, a downgrade of diplomatic
ties with Iran and the shutdown of a
Turkish military base in the emirate. The
United Arab Emirates warned that Qatar
should take the demands seriously or
face “divorce” from its Gulf neighbors.

“The hour of truth is near,” tweeted
UAE state minister for foreign affairs
Anwar  G argash.  “ I t ’s  t ime for  our
brother (Qatar) to choose... honesty
and transparency and to realise that
media furore and ideological heroism
are illusions. “We have long suffered
(Qatar’s) conspiracy against our stabil-
ity and witnessed its support for ide-
ologies that aim to sow chaos in the
Arab world. Enough. Return to reason,”
Gargash wrote. The rift between its
allies has been a blow to Washington
just  as  i t s  campaign against  the
Islamic State group comes to a climax
in Iraq and Syria. Tillerson has held
repeated meetings with both sides as
well as with mediators Kuwait and the
United Nations. 

Meanwhi le,  a  top Qatar i  human
rights  group said yesterday i t  wi l l
employ Swiss lawyers to seek compen-
sation for those impacted by the deci-
sion of Gulf countries to cut ties with
the emirate. Ali bin Smaikh Al-Marri,
chairman of Qatar’s National Human
Rights Commission,  said his group
would take ac t ion against  Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain, which cut ties with Qatar this
month. “We’ll be coordinating to start
legal action with those affected by
these sanctions,” Marri  told a news
conference.

“The three countries are responsible
to compensate those affected,” he said,
adding many Qataris qualified for com-
pensation. “Some cases will be filed in
courts in those three countries and in
some courts that have international
jurisdictions, like in Europe, related to
compensation.” Marri refused to say
which Swiss firm would be employed,
but said a statement would be released
in the near future.

Many Qataris own properties and
businesses in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Egypt
and Bahrain. One senior official said
recently that most Qataris own “two or
three properties and a villa” in Saudi
alone. Thousands of families are also
affected as parents are drawn from
Qatar  and one of  the countr ies
opposed to Doha, and will have prop-
erty in both.— Agencies 

US, UN support Kuwait’s Gulf...
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ESET, a Slovakian company that sells products
to shield computers from viruses, said 80 per-
cent of the infections detected among its global
customer base were in Ukraine, with Italy second
hardest hit with about 10 percent. The aim of the
latest attack appeared to be disruption rather
than ransom, said Brian Lord, former deputy
director of intelligence and cyber operations at
Britain’s GCHQ and now managing director at
private security firm PGI Cyber. “My sense is this
starts to look like a state operating through a
proxy ... as a kind of experiment to see what hap-
pens,” Lord told Reuters yesterday.

While the malware seemed to be a variant of
past campaigns, derived from code known as
Eternal Blue believed to have been developed by
the US National Security Agency (NSA), experts said
it was not as virulent as May’s WannaCry attack.
Security researchers said Tuesday’s virus could leap
from computer to computer once unleashed within
an organisation but, unlike WannaCry, it could not

randomly trawl the internet for its next victims, lim-
iting its scope to infect.

Bushiness that installed Microsoft’s latest securi-
ty patches from earlier this year and turned off
Windows file-sharing features appeared to be
largely unaffected. There was speculation, however,
among some experts that once the new virus had
infected one computer it could spread to other
machines on the same network, even if those
devices had received a security update. After
WannaCry, governments, security firms and indus-
trial groups advised businesses and consumers to
make sure all their computers were updated with
Microsoft security patches.

Austria’s government-backed Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT) said “a small
number” of international firms appeared to be
affected, with tens of thousands of computers tak-
en down. Security firms including Microsoft, Cisco’s
Talos and Symantec said they had confirmed some
of the initial infections occurred when malware was
transmitted to users of a Ukrainian tax software
program called MEDoc.

The supplier of the software, M.E.Doc denied
in a post on Facebook that its software was to
blame, though Microsoft reiterated its suspi-
cions afterwards. “Microsoft now has evidence
that a few active infections of the ransomware
initially started from the legitimate MEDoc
updater process,” it said in a technical blog post.
Russian security firm Kaspersky said a Ukrainian
news site for the city of Bakhumut was also
hacked and used to distribute the ransomware
to visitors, encrypting data on their machines.

A number of the international firms hit have
operations in Ukraine, and the virus is believed
to have spread within global corporate net-
works after gaining traction within the coun-
try. Shipping giant A P Moller-Maersk, which
handles one in seven containers shipped
worldwide, has a logistics unit in Ukraine.
Other large firms affected, such as French con-
struction materials company Saint Gobain and
Mondelez International  Inc,  which owns
chocolate brand Cadbury, also have operations
in the country. — Reuters 

New computer virus disrupts world business
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“What is the reason behind this law? It’s all
very unclear,” said Masoud, a 28-year-old engi-
neer who was applying for a student visa after
being accepted into a doctoral program at a
university in Dallas, Texas. “This is not fair.”
Nearby, another Iranian national, 27-year-old
Nima, also said he was hoping to get a visa to
pursue an advanced degree in the United
States. “I just hope that I can get my visa soon
and on time,” he told Reuters. “We don’t know
anything about where this may lead, but I wish
they would extract Iran from this country list.” 

Meanwhile, the US Homeland Security
Department was set to announce new securi-
ty measures yesterday for international flights

bound to the United States, which could lead
to a lifting of a ban on laptops and other elec-
tronics from passenger cabins from certain
airports. Industry and US officials briefed on
the announcement said airlines flying directly
to the United States will be required to imple-
ment the enhanced measures. If they don’t,
their passengers may be barred from carrying
laptops and other large electronics in passen-
ger cabins.

Such a laptop ban has been in place at 10
airports in the Middle East and Africa since
March amid concerns about an undisclosed
threat described only as sophisticated and
ongoing. The ban applies to nonstop flights to
the United States from Amman, Jordan;
Kuwait City, Kuwait; Cairo; Istanbul; Jeddah

and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; Casablanca,
Morocco; Doha, Qatar; and Dubai and Abu
Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates. The rough-
ly 50 affected flights are on foreign airlines.

The new policy will provide a roadmap for
airlines and airports that could lead to those
bans being lifted. Neither official provided a
timeline for compliance. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss the changes pub-
licly before the government announcement
yesterday afternoon. The government had
been considering expanding the laptop ban
to include some European airports. The new
measure sidetracks those plans, though they
could resurface if airlines don’t comply with
the new guidelines. — Agencies 

Revived US travel ban sows confusion, anger...
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And just last week France’s Pegase, a cross between an ultra-light plane
and a mini-car, crossed the Channel, the narrow stretch of water between
England and France. 

Until recently, flying cars “were a cross between a bad car and a bad
plane”, said Bruno Sainjon, head of the French aerospace lab ONERA, on the
sidelines of the Paris Air Show. But there has been a quantum leap in design
thanks to vast improvements in the power of electric propulsion, linked
largely to the rapid advances in drone technology recently. Today, such
engines lift 80-100 kilos, Xavier Dutertre, director of the Techoplane project
based in Normandy, northern France, told AFP. “And we’re not far from hav-
ing the capacity to transport one or two men for about 20 minutes,” he
added. “In five to 10 years, that will have become commonplace.”

While driving-flying hybrids may initially be the latest must-have gadgets
for the ultra-rich, experts believe that such vehicles could actually be rapidly

overtaken, as the industry sets its sights on fly-only solutions further down
the line. The real future, said ONERA’s Sainjon is “a system of on-demand air
transport, which would clearly be the start of a new era for aviation” - a flying
taxi service, in other words.

Flying cars will not be something that just anyone can drive, “because it’s
too risky”, Pascal Pincemin, an aerospace specialist with Deloitte, told AFP. He
envisaged digital platforms to manage the new form of traffic, and that
appears to be what Uber, the App-based ride-hailing service, has in mind
with its “Elevate” project. The idea appears to be to develop a network of
electric, vertical-takeoff aircraft and they are aiming to make their first
demonstrations in 2020.

Dubai could be the first off the starting blocks with a new kind of small
autonomous electric helicopter scheduled to come into operation later this
year. There is “a real appetite, a real interest”, in this kind of transport in some
of the more traffic-congested cities, said Jean Brice Dumont, head of engi-
neering at Airbus Helicopters. — AFP

Race on to build flying car 


