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HUNTSVILLE: Authorities block an entrance to Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville,
Ala. The military post said in a tweet it was on lockdown Tuesday amid reports
of possible active shooter, telling workers to “run hide fight.” —AP

HUNTSVILLE: Two 911 calls and a tweet
about the possibility of an active shooter
at a military installation set off a day of
panic and confusion in Alabama. The
emergency calls Tuesday came from within
the Redstone Arsenal base near Huntsville
and led the installation to tweet a warning
to its 30,000 government employees, civil-
ians and contractors: “run hide fight.”

Police cars with flashing lights rushed
to the scene and blocked entrances to the
post, home to Army missile defense pro-
grams, NASA’s rocket propulsion opera-
tions and federal law enforcement agen-
cies. Even before any gunfire was con-
firmed, the governor offered her prayers
and social  media l it  up with worried
friends and families talking about the
lockdown.  

At one point, Redstone spokesman
Christopher Colster acknowledged he did-
n’t know whether the lockdown was part
of a drill or an actual threat.  In the end, an
investigation found there was no active
shooter and no shots were fired, garrison
commander Col. Tom Holliday said. He said
authorities would continue to investigate
what happened, including whether the
911 calls were part of a hoax.  “We did have
initial reports of someone hearing shots
fired and someone seeing a weapon.  

That in itself drove us to our response,”
he said. “I would say that the situation that
we live in the United States today leads to
caution. Honestly, if we have to overreact, I
would rather overreact than underreact.”

He said the phrase used in the tweet - “run
hide fight” - is a standard response during
an active shooter situation. An active
shooter drill planned for Wednesday was
canceled.  “We believe we have learned
everything we needed to as part of the
event today,” he said, adding that the
response worked as designed.

Images on social media showed an
ambulance and what appeared to be civil-
ians standing outside the Sparkman
Center, which includes offices, an auditori-
um, cafeteria and an interior courtyard.
Holliday said the 911 calls came from the
Sparkman complex and that some people
who evacuated the building needed med-
ical attention unrelated to the 911 calls.  It
took two hours to give the all-clear for the
installation and another two hours to
make sure the sprawling Sparkman com-
plex was secure.

Amy Jay said her husband, who was
working at the Sparkman Center, was told
the situation was over through an
announcement over the building’s public
address system. “Feeling like I can breathe
again!” Jay wrote in a message to The
Associated Press. “My husband is a contrac-
tor and a veteran so when we hear things
like this we’re reminded of what happened
at Fort Hood,” she said, referring to the
2009 shooting at a military base in Texas.
Alabama Gov Kay Ivey’s office said after
the lockdown was lifted that she didn’t
know what led to the alert. “The important
thing is everybody’s safe,” Ivey said.—AP

No shots fired; calls prompt 

lockdown at US military post

WASHINGTON: Frozen out of power in
Washington and having lost a string of
congressional races this year, Democrats
are struggling to craft winning strategies
to convert disillusionment with President
Donald Trump into victory in 2018’s
midterm elections. The party fielded a
hodgepodge of candidates in four special
elections in recent months, including a
banjo-strumming cowboy poet in
Montana. Most recently Democrats nomi-
nated a young novice in Georgia, where
the party, judging it had its best pick-up
opportunity, threw millions of dollars into
the race.

Yet each time, Republicans beat back
the advances. And Democratic lawmakers,
strategists and party officials have been
left scratching their heads about how to
turn it around and launch a viable bid to
reclaim Congress next year. “They’re defi-
nitely licking their wounds,” Kerwin Swint,
professor and chair of the political science
department at Georgia’s Kennesaw State
University said. Debate has swirled among
Democrats about what strategy to deploy:
going all in with a nationwide anti-Trump
agenda, or tailoring individual races to
local economic issues in a bid to repair
fraying connections between the
Democratic Party and the common voter.

The Georgia race showed “the effec-
tiveness of Trump’s staying power” despite
the scandals rocking the White House,
Swint said. “Democrats should not focus

their campaigns about him, they should
be about jobs,” he added. “They need a
much more focused economic pitch.” At
the same time, Zac Petkanas, who directed
Hillary Clinton’s rapid-response operation
during her 2016 presidential campaign,
said Republicans should not see their four
congressional victories as a sign all is well
in Trumpworld. 

In a normal political environment, the
races in Georgia, Kansas, Montana and
South Carolina-to fill seats vacated by
congressmen who joined Trump’s cabi-
net-would be blowouts for Republicans,
given the overwhelming, ruby-red nature
of the districts, Petkanas said in a tele-
phone interview. Instead, they were all
within seven percentage points. Trump
and Republican lawmakers have gloated
over the wins,  “but I  think in private
they’re actually very scared,” he said.
“They are in for the races of their lives,
and they know it.”

‘Unique opportunity’   
As Democrats seek to regroup, they are

hobbled by a glaring omission: no clear
par ty protagonist has emerged as a
potential challenger to Trump in 2020.
Absent such a standard-bearer, some
Democrats have begun urging House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, the icon
atop the party’s hierarchy, to step aside
and allow new blood into leadership. “I
don’t think people in the Beltway are real-

izing just how toxic the Democratic Party
brand is in so much of the country,” con-
gressman Tim Ryan, who unsuccessfully
challenged Pelosi for the leadership posi-
tion last year, told CNN in a blunt post-
mortem after the June 20 loss in Georgia.

The California congresswoman pushed
back tensely against her party’s rebels,
insisting she has brought unity to the
Democrats. “My decision about how long I
stay is not up to them,” Pelosi, who is 77,
told reporters. Asked about the Democrats’
doldrums and Pelosi’s future role, Trump
quipped that it would be “very sad for
Republicans” if the congresswoman-a
favorite target of Republicans-stepped
down. “I’d like to keep her right where she
is, because our record is extraordinary
against her,” he told Fox on Friday.

The party in presidential power tradition-
ally fares poorly during US midterm elec-
tions. In 2010, two years into Barack Obama’s
first term as president, Democrats got ham-
mered, losing 63 seats and control of the
435-member House of Representatives.
Democrats now need to gain 24 seats to
reclaim the House, and analysts say there are
several dozen Republican-held seats in play.
In a memo this past week, Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee chair-
man Ben Ray Lujan described at least 71 dis-
tricts that are more competitive than the
four contested so far this year.

“We have a unique opportunity to flip
control of the House of Representatives in

2018,” he wrote. One reason Lujan is bank-
ing on victory: the Republican health care
bill.  Senate Republicans on Thursday
unveiled their plan, which would repeal
much of Obama’s signature health care
reforms. It has had a frosty reception.
Democrats are counting on voters revolt-

ing against any lawmaker who supports
legislation that could leave millions of
Americans without health insurance. “A lot
will depend on where Trump’s approval
rating is next year, and health care will
obviously mold that climate,” Professor
Swint said. —AFP

After string of defeats, Democrats rudderless in Trump era

CHICAGO: Three Chicago police
officers were indicted on charges
that they conspired to cover up
and l ie  about what happened
when a white police officer shot a
black teenager 16 times, prompt-
ing outrage when a video of the
shooting was finally released. The
indictment handed down Tuesday
alleges that one current and two
former off icers  l ied about the
events of  Oct 20,  2014,  when
O fficer  Jason Van Dyke k i l led
Laquan McDonald.

The officers’ version of events
contradicts what can be seen on
police dashcam video, in which
the teenager spins after he was
shot and fal ls  to the ground -
seemingly incapacitated - as the
officer continues to fire shot after
shot into his body. The indictment
further alleges that officers lied
when they said McDonald ignored
Van Dyke’s verbal commands and
that one of the officers signed off
on a report that claimed the other
two officers were, in fact, victims
of an attack by McDonald.

“The co-conspirators created
police reports in the critical early
hours and days fol lowing the
killing of Laquan McDonald that
contained important false infor-
mation,” says the indictment in
which the three are charged with
felony counts of obstruction of
justice, official misconduct and
conspiracy. The indictments mark
the latest chapter in what has
been one of the most troubling
events in the history of a police
force dogged by allegations of
racism, brutality and the protec-
t ion of  off icers  who brutal ize
African-Americans. 

The video sparked massive
protests, cost the police superin-
tendent his job and left the city
scrambling to implement reforms
to regain shattered public trust.  In

Januar y,  the Depar tment of
Justice issued a scathing report
that found that the department
had violated the constitutional
r ights of  residents for  years,
including by too often using
excessive force and killing sus-
pects who posed no threat.
Around the countr y,  there are
renewed questions whether the

legal system is willing to punish
officers,  par ticularly after two
police officers - one in Milwaukee
and the other in Minnesota - were
acquitted and a mistr ial  was
declared in Cincinnati  in the
shootings of blacks that were cap-
tured by video.

Patr icia Brown Holmes -
appointed special prosecutor last
July to investigate officers at the
scene and involved in the investi-

gation of the shooting - said in a
news release that the three -
David March, Joseph Walsh and
Thomas Gaffney - “coordinated
their activities to protect each
other and other members of the
Chicago Police Depar tment,”
including by fil ing false police
reports,  ignoring contrary evi-
dence and not even attempting to

interview keys witnesses.  
“The indictment makes clear

that these defendants did more
than merely obey an unofficial
‘code of silence,” Holmes said in
the statement. “It alleges that they
lied about what occurred to pre-
vent independent criminal investi-
gators from learning the truth.”
The officers allegedly began to
conspire almost immediately on
the day of the shooting, “to con-

ceal the true facts of the events
surrounding the killing of Laquan
McDonald” and “to shield their fel-
low officer from criminal investi-
gation and prosecution.”

The indictment alleges that the
officers understood that, if video
and other evidence became pub-
lic, “it would inexorably lead to a
thorough criminal investigation by
an independent body and likely
criminal charges.” Jeffrey Neslund,
an attorney who helped negotiate
a $5 million settlement with the
city on behalf of the McDonald
family, welcomed the indictments.

“This is the same thing that our
investigation showed back when
we were negotiating with the city
in 2015, that there was a cover-up,”
he said. Van Dyke was charged
more than a year after the shoot-
ing with first-degree murder on
the same day that the city - under
orders from a judge - made public
the dashboard camera video. He
has pleaded not guilty. His attor-
ney Dan Herbert released a fiery
statement late Tuesday, alleging
the indictment will silence poten-
tial witnesses and is “further proof
that the government is  deter-
mined to prevent” Van Dyke from
having a fair trial.

If convicted, the three officers
could face years in prison. The
official misconduct charge alone
carries a maximum penalty of five
years in prison and a $25,000 fine.
The officers weren’t arrested and
will  be allowed to show up on
their own accord at their arraign-
ment on July 10,  Holmes said.
Asked why, she told a news con-
ference later Tuesday “it ’s very
typical for a situation like this to
give a courtesy call to the defen-
dants” and, if they’re not deemed
dangerous or a flight risk, to let
them appear  at  their  future
arraignment. —AP

3 Chicago police 

officers indicted
Another blow to police

CHICAGO: Jared Steverson confronting a police officer guard-
ing a store as demonstrators demand justice for Laquan
McDonald, a black teen killed by police. Chicago special prose-
cutor Patricia Brown Holmes yesterday, charged police officers
David March, Joseph Walsh and Thomas Gaffney with conspira-
cy, official misconduct and obstruction of justice for allegedly
concealing “the true facts of the events surrounding the killing
of Laquan McDonald.” —AFP 

NEW DELHI: Local officials are blocking a toilet-
building charity’s effort to rename a north Indian
village after US President Donald Trump, the
group said yesterday. District officials did not
immediately return calls for comment, but were
quoted by the Press Trust of India news agency
as saying the renaming effort was just a fundrais-
ing stunt for the charity.

Residents of the dusty village of Maroda wor-
ried they wouldn’t receive free toilets if they
abandoned the new name “ Trump Sulabh
Village,” the charity said. But it assured them that
it would continue its campaign to build com-
modes for each home. “As long as they let us,
we’re going to keep this work going,” said Sulabh
International founder Bindeshwar Pathak. None
of the funding is coming from Trump or the US,
but Pathak said he hoped the renaming attempt
would bring attention to their efforts to improve
sanitation across India.

Some 60 percent of India’s 1.25 billion people
still defecate in the open. Pathak said authorities
in the surrounding district of Mewat objected to
the charity’s plan to rename the village as part of
a plan to make it the first in the state of Haryana
to be free of open defecation. “The real issue is
that the area had already been declared open-
defecation free,” though a survey by the charity
found that only 40 of the village’s 160 homes had
toilets, Pathak said. “When we brought attention
to the lack of toilets,” he said, “they asked us to
remove the signs” declaring its new name as
Trump Sulabh Village.

Most of the villagers who attended a renam-
ing ceremony last Friday said they did not know
who Trump was, but were happy to take on his
name if it came with a free toilet. “Every morning
we would go out toward the jungle, or just find
any place to sit and do our business,” said villager

Hasina, a 45-year-old housewife who like many in
India uses only one name. A new toilet, she said,
“is going to be more convenient for us. It is defi-
nitely good.” The Hindi-language word “sulabh”
means “accessible” and describes the simple pit
toilets the charity builds for free. —AP

Toilet charity plan for Indian village blocked

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump, accompanied by Iowa Gov
Kim Reynolds, speaks in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in
Washington yesterday during an energy roundtable with tribal, state,
and local leaders. —AP

SALT LAKE CITY: Insisting that logging could
have cleaned up dead, bug-infested trees that
are fueling a Utah wildfire, a Republican state
lawmaker blamed federal mismanagement and
lawsuits by “tree hugger” environmentalists for
the blaze that has burned 13 homes and forced
the evacuation of 1,500 people. A conservation
group called that contention “shameful” and
misleading, saying it fails to take into account cli-
mate change and drought.

In addition, a US Forest Service researcher
said logging probably would not have made a
big difference in the high-altitude fire that is
sending embers from tree-to-tree over long dis-
tances - normal for the ecosystem. Utah state
Rep Mike Noel said Tuesday he wants to use the
fire near the ski town of Brian Head and a popu-
lar fishing lake to highlight the imbalance of
power afforded environmental groups under
previous presidents and to ease bureaucratic
and legal blockades for logging companies. He
believes the Trump administration will provide a
more receptive audience for his plea.

The blaze is one of several in the West. Crews
in California were making gains against two new
fires that spread quickly, and firefighters in Idaho
battled five lightning-sparked wildfires burning
in grass and brush. Crews dealt with windy con-
ditions as they battled a northern Arizona wild-
fire that has burned nearly 7 square miles.
Authorities say the Utah fire was started on June

17 by someone using a torch tool to burn weeds
on private land.

Noel contends it wouldn’t have spread as
fast if federal forest lands had been cleared of
dead trees. A video of his Monday rant against
environmentalists generated social media buzz
and sparked new debate about whether log-
ging could help prevent Western wildfires. He
joined several other state and county officials in
speaking out. “When we turn the Forest Service
over to the bird and bunny lovers and the tree
huggers and the rock lickers, we’ve turned our
history over,” Noel said. “We are going to lose our
wildlife and we are going to lose our scenery, the
very thing you people wanted to try to protect.
It’s just plain stupidity.” 

Mark Finney, a researcher at the US Forest
Service Fire Science Laboratory in Missoula,
Montana, said getting rid of the dead trees in the
Brian Head area probably would not have made
much difference. The trees died years ago, mak-
ing irrelevant a 2011 US Forest Service study that
found the needles of beetle-killed trees ignite
three times faster and burn more intensely than
healthy trees. “If we’re looking for someone to
blame, there isn’t anyone,” Finney said. “Forests
burn.” Steve Bloch, legal director of the Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance, said Noel’s assertion is
an over-simplification of wildfires that are the
result of fire suppression, climate change,
drought and unpredictable winds. —AP

Utah officials blame lack of 

logging for major wildfire

MARORA, India: A poster with the image of US President Donald Trump is set up at
Marora village, which has been unofficially renamed ‘Trump Village,” about 100km
from New Delhi. —AFP


