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BAIDOA: As a teenager, Aden Hussein chose to
become a refugee to get an education. With
Somalia in collapse, he left his family for neighbor-
ing Kenya where Dadaab, one of the largest and
oldest refugee camps in the world, offered a de-fac-
to city served by the UN and dozens of aid agencies.
“There I had free education,” he said. Last August, six
years after arriving, Hussein, now 21, took advan-
tage of a repatriation package offered to Somali
refugees when the Kenyan government said it
would close the camp. 

Hussein said he was given $400 (355 euros) and
promised healthcare, shelter and schooling-the
same benefits he enjoyed in Dadaab. Human rights
organizations have protested that refugees are
being coerced into returning to a war zone where
none of these services are available and, in the end,
Hussein only received the cash. He is bitterly disap-
pointed that he has not been able to finish high-
school since his return to Baidoa in southwestern
Somalia.

Casualties of chaos
In the past 18 months more than 50,000

refugees have left Dadaab for Somalia, a country
that has been a byword for “failed state” since civil
war felled the government in 1991. One of the
countless casualties of the chaos is the national
education system which successive fragile govern-
ments have failed to rebuild. The only schools out-
side the major cities are Islamic madrases and the
ones that are functioning lack properly trained
teachers or a standardized curriculum. Patrick
Mbugua, the Somalia Researcher for Amnesty
International, who recently returned from a fact-

finding mission in Baidoa said that the majority of
refugees he spoke to said their children were not in
schools. Those who were, found a school system in
shambles. Of the 29 schools in Baidoa, some are pri-
vately-run and follow the Ethiopian, Kenyan,
Ugandan or even Qatari curriculums while public
schools adhere to a Somali curriculum dating back
to the pre-war era and unchanged in more than 20
years. By contrast, all schools in Dadaab follow the

“very modern” Kenyan curriculum.  “[The] education
system in Somalia is not fully functional and contin-
ues to face challenges,” Julien Navier, a UNHCR
Senior External Relations Officer said. Navier said
that returnee parents can opt to keep their children
in the academies that follow the Kenyan program.

No education, no future 
Madina Abdinoor Osman has seven children, five

of whom attended school when they lived in Kenya

but since returning to Somalia in January none has
been in class. “We need our children to be getting
an education,” she said. “A person who learns and a
person who does not learn, they are not in the same
category.” A recently “enhanced” repatriation pack-
age provides funding to some-but not all-children
in each returnee family to go to school. The deal
covers education for nine months. 

After that, parents are on their own.  “I am very
much worried,” said Hadija Issak Ali. Two of her five
school-aged children are in class now but Ali’s hus-
band is elderly, and she’s not sure how she will con-
tinue to pay school fees. “Our future only depends
on our children’s education,” said Ali.  Lack of coordi-
nation between Somalia’s central government and
federal states is also causing problems. Sadad
Mohamed Nur, a senior education official in South
West State’s capital Baidoa, said his department is
“ready to support” education but blamed
Mogadishu for not releasing funds.

Vulnerable youth 
“This is a very serious matter,” said Abdullahi

Abdirahman Ali the Director of the Rural Education
and Agriculture Development Organization (READO),
a local charity. For Ali, the real concern is that unedu-
cated children are easy targets for the Shabaab, an Al
Qaeda-linked group that is fighting to overthrow the
Mogadishu government and holds sway in much of
the countryside. “Kids at the age of 20 or 18 who
have not received any education, then those guys
say, ‘Will you join us?’ and they say, ‘Yes.’ It’s easy.” He
also worries that without education, young people
might seek their future elsewhere, choosing the dan-
gerous path of migrating to Europe. — AFP

Somali refugees regret returning home from Kenya

Superstitious woman 
SHANGHAI: An elderly passenger who threw coins at
the engine of a plane at a Shanghai airport for good
luck will not face police action, Chinese state media
said yesterday. The superstitious 80-year-old woman
delayed the China Southern Airlines flight on Tuesday
for nearly six hours after she tossed nine coins at the
engine from the tarmac while boarding, with one
nestling inside. Police at Shanghai Pudong
International Airport said the woman surnamed Qiu
was a devoted Buddhist and believed the coin offering
would ensure her safety on the flight to the southern
Chinese city of Guangzhou.  She was taken away by
police after a fellow passenger reported the bizarre
incident. However the People’s Daily newspaper, citing
police, said that while she had broken the law and
would normally serve five days behind bars, she is
exempted because she is aged over 70. 

Gabon opposition figure 
LIBREVILLE: A Gabonese opposition figure who earlier
this month threatened violence if President Ali Bongo
failed to resign has been placed in preventive custody,
the state prosecutor said yesterday. Roland Desire
Aba’a Minko “was placed in preventive detention ...
Tuesday night after being charged with threatening
state security, inciting rebellion and circulating fake
news to undermine public order,” prosecutor Steeve
Ndong Essame Ndong said. Aba’a Minko had earlier
this month issued an ultimatum to Bongo to step
down before the arrival of an International Criminal
Court team, which wound up its work on June 22.
During a public speech in Libreville on June 16, Aba’a
Minko told Bongo to quit within 72 hours, threatening
to set off explosives that had been laid in “all adminis-
trative and ministerial buildings”. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Pope defrocks priest 
ROME: Pope Francis has defrocked an Italian priest found
guilty of the sexual abuse of minors, reversing an earlier
decision to reduce his punishment, the diocese at the
heart of the scandal said yesterday. Mauro Inzoli, 67, was
defrocked in 2012 after he was first accused of paedophilia,
but that decision was reversed in 2014, when Pope Francis
ordered him to stay away from minors and retire to “a life of
prayer and humble discretion”. Yesterday the diocese of
Crema in northern Italy said Francis had “ruled definitively”
on May 20 that Inzoli-sentenced to nearly five years in
prison last year for sex abuse-would be stripped of his cleri-
cal status. The priest, dubbed “Don Mercedes” by the press
for his penchant for luxury cars, was found guilty by a
Cremona court of eight counts of sexual abuse of children
aged 12 to 16 years old between 2004 and 2008. Francis,
who was elected in 2013 and vowed to take a “zero toler-
ance” approach to clerical sex abuse, had faced heavy criti-
cism for overturning the decision by his predecessor, Pope
Benedict, to defrock Inzoli. 

MOGADISHU: Somali soldiers stand on the scene of a suicide car bomb attack on a police station in
Mogadishu, Somalia. — AFP 

UNITED NATIONS: Iran is accusing US
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson of “a brazen
interventionist plan” to change the current
government that violates international law
and the UN Charter. Iran’s UN Ambassador
Gholamali Khoshroo said in a letter to
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres circu-
lated Tuesday that Tillerson’s comments are
also “a flagrant violation” of the 1981
Algiers Accords in which the United States
pledged “not to intervene, directly or indi-
rectly, politically or militarily, in Iran’s inter-
nal affairs.”

Tillerson said in a June 14 hearing
before the House Foreign Affairs
Committee on the 2018 State Department
budget that US policy is to prevent Iran
from developing nuclear weapons “and
work toward support of those elements
inside of Iran that would lead to a peaceful
transition of that government.” “Those ele-
ments are there, certainly as we know,” he
said. Kohshroo said Iran expects all coun-
tries to condemn “such grotesque policy
statements and advise the government of
the United States to act responsibly and to
adhere to the principles of the (UN) Charter
and international law.”

He noted that Tillerson’s comments
came weeks after President Hassan
Rouhani’s re-election to another four-year
term and local elections in which 71 per-
cent of the Iranian people participated.
Rouhani is a political moderate who defeat-
ed a hardline opponent. “The people of Iran
have repeatedly proven that they are the
ones to decide their own destiny and thus
attempts by the United States to interfere
in Iranian domestic affairs will be doomed
to failure,” Kohshroo said. “ They have
learned how to stand strong and inde-
pendent, as demonstrated in the Islamic
Revolution of 1979.”

He said Tillerson’s statement also coin-

cided with the released of newly declassi-
fied documents that “further clarified how
United States agencies were behind the
overthrow of Mohammad Mossadegh, the
popular and democratically elected prime

minister of Iran on Aug 19, 1953.” At the
June 14 hearing, Tillerson said the Trump
administration’s Iranian policy is under
development. “But I would tell you that we
certainly recognize Iran’s continued destabi-

lizing (role) in the region,” Tillerson said, cit-
ing its payment of foreign fighters, support
for Hezbollah extremists, and “their export
of militia forces in Syria, in Iraq, in Yemen.”

US lawmakers have long sought to hit
Iran with more sanctions in order to check
its ballistic missile program and rebuke
Tehran’s continued support for terrorist
groups, and on June 15 the Senate
approved a sweeping sanctions bill. The bill
imposes mandatory sanctions on people
involved in Iran’s ballistic missile program
and anyone who does business with them.
The measure also would apply terrorism
sanctions to the country’s Revolutionary
Guards and enforce an arms embargo. It
now goes to the House. Senators insisted
the new Iran sanctions won’t undermine or
impede enforcement of the landmark
nuclear deal that former president Barack
Obama and five other key nations reached
with Tehran two years ago.

US travel ban 
Iran says the US Supreme Court’s deci-

sion to reinstate parts of a travel ban applied
to six Muslim-majority countries is “racist”
and “unfair.” Foreign Ministry spokesman
Bahram Ghasemi was quoted by state TV
Wednesday as saying it is “regrettable” that
Washington “closes its eyes to the main per-
petrators of terrorist acts in the US,” without
elaborating. The Supreme Court on
Monday allowed US President Donald
Trump to forge ahead with a limited ver-
sion of his ban on travelers from Iran, Syria,
Sudan, Yemen, Libya and Somalia. The jus-
tices will hear full arguments in October in
the case. Critics say the ban is intended to
meet Trump’s campaign promise of keep-
ing Muslims out of the country. The admin-
istration says the restrictions are needed to
keep out terrorists while it tightens vetting
procedures. —Agencies 
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‘Protest pastor’ freed 
HARARE: Zimbabwean pastor and political activist Evan
Mawarire was freed on $200 bail yesterday after his arrest
for speaking to striking medical students. Mawarire had
been addressing students protesting a doubling of tuition
fees Monday when he and a student at the University of
Zimbabwe were taken into custody. Magistrate Rumbidzai
Mugwagwa released the pair on bail, ordering them to
report to the police every Friday and surrender their pass-
ports.  Scores of placard-carrying students had gathered
Monday at the University of Zimbabwe’s main campus,
chanting and singing in protest against a hike in tuition
fees from $450 (396 euros) to $900 (791 euros) a year.  The
university said the students had thrown stones and
ordered all medical students out of campus and residence
halls. Mawarire last year led mass anti-government protests
dubbed #ThisFlag after posting videos on social media
lamenting the worsening economic situation in Zimbabwe
under long-ruling President Robert Mugabe.  

HARARE: Zimbabwean Pastor Evan Mawarire (centre)
arrives at court handcuffed with an unidentified person
in Harare yesterday. — AP 

BEIRUT: At least 30 civilians were killed in
air strikes on an area of eastern Syria held
by the Islamic State group yesterday, a
monitoring group said. The Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said it was
not immediately able to say whether the
strikes in Deir Ezzor province were carried
out by the US-led coalition, or by the Syrian
army or its Russian ally. They came just two
days after a suspected coalition strike on
an IS jail in the province killed 42 prisoners
and 15 jihadists, according to an
Observatory toll.

Yesterday’s strikes hit an area 20 kilome-
ters east of Mayadeen, the town where the
prison bombing took place. Most of Deir
Ezzor province is controlled by the jihadists
and it has been the target of air strikes by
the US-led coalition as well as the Syrian
army and Russia. The coalition has been hit-
ting IS in both Syria and Iraq since mid-
2014 and the jihadists are under growing
pressure in both countries. Syria’s war has
killed more than 320,000 people and
forced millions from their homes since it
began in March 2011 with anti-govern-
ment protests. 

Turkey, Kurdish militia clash 
Meanwhile, the Turkish army and Syrian

Kurdish militia have exchanged fire in
northern Syria, the Turkish military said yes-
terday, amid growing tensions in the bor-
der region. The army said in a statement
that forces of the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG) had fired on pro-
Ankara rebels close to the rebel-held town
of Azaz in northern Syria late Tuesday. The
Turkish military launched artillery fire on
the YPG in retaliation, destroying several
targets belonging to the group. 

No further details were given. Turkey
considers the YPG a terrorist group and the
Syrian branch of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK) which has waged an insurgency inside
Turkey since 1984. Ankara worries that the
YPG wants to carve out a Kurdish region in
northern Syria, a step Turkey vehemently
opposes. But the United States is openly
arming the YPG, as it considers the Kurdish
militia group the most effective fighting
force against jihadists in Syria.  Last August,
Turkey launched its Euphrates Shield cross-
border operation aimed at clearing the bor-
der zone in northern Syria of both YPG fight-
ers and jihadists. —Agencies

MADRID: Six suspected members of the
Islamic State group were arrested in
Spain, Britain and Germany yesterday in
an operation led by Spanish authorities
investigating a jihadist recruiting net-
work, the Spanish interior ministry said.
Raids were continuing yesterday target-
ing the group, based on the island of
Majorca and led by an Islamist imam,
who was arrested in Britain, the ministry
said in a statement.

The imam, 44, was the target of a
European arrest warrant and seized by
the West Midlands Counter Terrorism Unit
on behalf of the Spanish authorities. “The
investigation focuses on terrorism materi-
al created for use online,” the West
Midlands police said, adding that prose-
cutors would seek his extradition to Spain
later. The investigation began in 2015
after authorities discovered videos post-
ed  to the internet describing a young
Muslim living in Spain and his radicaliza-
tion, and his eventual departure for Syria.

The imam, “whose public discourse
was well known to European police and
intelligence services, focused in private
on the recruitment of fighters and col-
lecting funds for Syria,” the Spanish interi-
or ministry said. The group organized
“weekly underground meetings.. .  of
youths with similar ideologies... to con-
vince them to travel to conflict zones,” the
ministry said. “The group’s engagement
and total allegiance to Daesh (IS) direc-
tives, the defense of terrorist actions car-
ried out by lone operatives in Europe, and
its readiness to carry out violent jihad,
justified this operation.”

Four arrests were also made in Palma,
the capital of Majorca, and one in
Germany, and searches were still under-

way in Germany and Britain. The intelli-
gence and police services of Spain,
Britain and Germany, along with
European agencies, took part in the raids
coordinated by the Spanish state prose-
cutor, which oversees terrorism cases. 

Swiss terror arrest 
Meanwhile, Swiss police have arrested

four people this month with suspected
links to jihadist organizations like the
Islamic State group, fearing some posed
“an immediate danger”, prosecutors said
yesterday. The office of Switzerland’s
attorney general (OAG) confirmed that
three people were arrested in the west-
ern canton of Vaud last Friday and
Saturday, suspected of violating “the pro-
hibition of groups like Al-Qaeda, Islamic
State and similar organizations.”

They were also suspected of partici-
pating in a “criminal organization”, it
said. A fourth man-reportedly a taxi driv-
er suspected of being an Islamic State
recruiter-was arrested in Geneva on
June 14. There was no apparent link with
the other three, according to the OAG.
Swiss authorities have not revealed the
identities or the nationalities of those
arrested. In the most dramatic case,
police swooped on a car outside a busy
mall in  Aubonne, Vaud on Saturday, in
what one onlooker said looked like a
scene straight out of an “American
movie”. “It was surreal,” the witness told
the 20 Minutes daily, describing how
heavily-armed police had blindfolded
and taken the driver away. 

Other witnesses told the paper that
police had also taken away his passenger,
a woman wearing a headscarf and with a
child on her lap. —Agencies

TEHRAN: A cartoon by Lezio Junior from Brazil, a participant in the Islamic Republic’s
2017 International Trumpism cartoon and caricature contest, is seen erected in the
Iranian capital Tehran yesterday. —AFP 
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HAMA: Syrian President Bashar Assad (second left) prays on the first day of Eid Al-
Fitr, that marks the end of the Muslim Holy Month of Ramadan, at the Nouri Mosque
in Hama, Syria. — AP 


