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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti donors have put an end to
plight of indebted citizens and relieved hun-
dreds of others of legal action and penalties,
the Minister of Justice indicated yesterday.
The national campaign, entitled ‘let them fast
with us,’ has resulted in paying KD 960,000
($3 million) worth of debts for those facing
civil suits, lifted arrest warrants against 618
persons, closed 800 legal files and freed 25

prisoners, said Dr Faleh Azeb, also the
Minister of State for National Assembly
Affairs.  The minister made the revelation as
he received Eid Al-Fitr well-wishers. The gov-
ernment, he said, has succeeded in coordina-
tion with welfare societies in paying debts of
nationals and expatriates, persons wanted in
civil cases, as a contribution to boost social
stability. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Justice, Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs
Dr Faleh Azeb receives Eid Al-Fitr well-wishers. —KUNA

Generous Kuwaitis 
relieve many defaulters

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait has one of the lowest pow-
er outages’ rates in the world, but cannot
completely eliminate the problem due to
high consumption in parallel with the rising
temperatures, a senior government official
said yesterday.

The Ministry of
Electricity and
Water (MEW) carries
out periodic main-
tenance operations
and expansion
works at power
plants to increase
their production
capacity, Minister
Essam Al-Marzouq
said. These works
help limit blackouts

to the minimum, but cannot prevent cuts which
might happen when consumption rates increase
during hot summer months.

Marzouq, who doubles as Minister of Oil,
made those remarks during a reception held at
the MEW head office building to receive Eid Al-
Fitr well-wishers. Asked about a project to con-
nect water networks between Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries, the minister said that
coordination continues on that regard between
GCC energy ministries, but a set date is yet to be
determined.

Staff attendance
More than 65 percent of employees at the

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor (MSAL)
reported to work yesterday, which is a positive
indicator in terms of job commitment and mak-
ing sure that the process of work goes on unaf-
fected, minister Hind Al-Sabeeh said.

Speaking during a reception to receive Eid Al-

Fitr well-wishers, Sabeeh expressed gratitude to
top ministry officials who made sure to report to
work in order to help patrons finalize their trans-
actions before the weekend in order to be able
to travel.

Meanwhile, Sabeeh confirmed reports about
a near merger between the Manpower Public

Authority and the
Management and
G o v e r n m e n t
R e s t r u c t u r i n g
Program, saying
that it will help pro-
vide more effective
mechanisms to col-
lect fines from pri-
vate companies
that fail to abide by
the minimum quo-
ta for hiring nation-
al manpower.

Kuwait’s power outage rate one
of the world’s lowest: Minister

Essam Al-Marzouq Hind Al-Sabeeh

Kuwaiti firm 
develops 

Canadian shale
By Sara Ahmed

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti oil company has partnered with
Chevron to develop a shale gas play in western
Canada. The Duvernay shale field is reported to hold a
total of 443 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, 11.3 bil-
lion barrels of NGLs and 61.7 billion barrels of oil,
according to a 2012 NaturalGasIntel.com report.
Chevron holds a 70 percent stake and is developing
the shale play in partnership with the Kuwait Foreign
Petroleum Exploration Company (KUFPEC), a sub-
sidiary of the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation. 

The Alberta Energy Regulator reports that the
Duvernay field is home to 354 million barrels of oil
equivalent in proved reserves (34 MMBo, 145 MMB
of condensate, 1,052 Bcf of natural gas) on top of
41 MMBOE in probable reserves (half condensate).
About 96 percent of those remaining proved and
probable reserves are located in the Kaybob assess-
ment area, which is where Chevron and KUFPEC are
working together. So far 28 development wells
have been drilled, 36 wells completed and 30 wells
were tied in to production. The net production for
2016 averaged 3,848 boped, according to the KUF-
PEC website.

KUWAIT: Refining industry in Kuwait is fac-
ing some challenges that warrant greater
efforts to tackle and attain the country’s
strategic goals in the sector, according to a
report. The report, released by Kuwait
Diplomatic Center for Strategic Studies, indi-
cated that these challenges are related to
the industry’s nature itself and investments.
Heavy crudes are naturally different from
light oils, with diverse transportation and
refining difficulties, largely due to divergent
crudes’ densities and disposable substances.

Heavy crudes require more complex
refining processes, and there are difficul-
ties in producing derivatives, and this lead

to higher contamination to the environ-
ment, where Kuwait is doing its best to
minimize such harmful outcome.  On the
investment dimension, the report notes
unstable supply and demand in the mar-
kets, thus creating uncertainties with
respect of requirements, production and
proceeds.  This situation has prompted
producers to revise expansion schemes,
with intention to cut cost of production
and minimize losses. Moreover, there is
strong competition on part of new comers
in the field, namely China, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Vietnam, in addition to other
Gulf countries.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Credit  Bank (KCB)
General Director Salah Al-Mudaf said yes-
terday that losses inflicted at the news
headquarters building due to the recent
fire did not exceed KD 2 million ($6.5 mil-
lion), noting that they would be covered
by the insurance company, not public
funds. Mudaf, speaking at the project site
in South Surrah, indicated that the fire

caused delay of the venture handover for
six months, maximum. The fire, losses of
which were estimated at five percent of
the project value, caused no injuries, he
said, lauding the extraordinary efforts by
the Kuwaiti  f iremen who doused the
flames. A new plan is in the offing to com-
plete this vital project, one of the State of
Kuwait key ventures. —KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firefighters responded to an emergency
call made yesterday at 1:00 pm reporting a fire at
an apartment in Farwaniya. Firemen first evacuat-
e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e n  t a c k l e d  t h e  b l a z e ,  w h i c h
helped prevent human injur ies  f rom happening.
A n  i nve s t i g a t i o n  w a s  o p e n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e
cause of the fire.

Four rescued
Firefighters rescued four people who became trapped

inside an elevator that malfunctioned in Salmiya. South
Salmiya Fire Station men arrived at the building within
three minutes after the incident was reported. They man-
aged to handle the situation and free the four persons
unharmed despite the fact that the elevator was in very
bad shape, which had posed danger to the lives of the
people inside it and rescuers.

No injuries in Farwaniya fire

KUWAIT: The scene inside a Farwaniya apartment after firefighters put out a fire there.

Firemen help rescue four people who became trapped inside an elevator that malfunctioned in
Salmiya.

LJUBLJANA: The State of Kuwait plays
major roles within the regional and
international scenes and this fact led to
the Gulf country’s election as a non-
permanent member in the UNSC, said a
top Slovenian legislator Tuesday.  After
meeting with a visiting Kuwaiti parlia-
mentary delegation, Milan Brglez,
Speaker of the Slovenian National
Assembly, said that Slovenia trusts that
Kuwait will actively contribute to the
promotion of peace and security glob-
ally, and will uphold the UN Charter.

Slovenia and Kuwait are both active
members of the United Nations, sup-
portive of preventive diplomacy, UN
reform and the implementation of
Agenda 2030 for Sustainable
Development. He revealed that
Slovenia was eager to bolster relations
with Kuwait on all possible domains,
revealing that his country took several
steps to facilitate cooperation with
Kuwait and other GCC countries espe-
cially within the economic and com-
mercial sectors.

He indicated that the current visit by
the Kuwaiti delegation, headed by MP
Dr Jamaam Al-Harbash, would help
push forward parliamentary ties. “The
delegation of the Kuwaiti Parliamentary
Friendship Group to the Slovenian par-
liament in the last two years is very
telling of the good relationship
between our institutions.  Nevertheless,
while the intensity of our relations has
recently evidently been growing, plen-
ty of room remains for further strength-
ening of cooperation,” said Brglez.

Asked about Slovenia willingness to
participate in the ‘Kuwait 2035’ plan,
the Speaker said that Slovenian compa-
nies and business were eager to invest
in Kuwait and partake in the ambitious
development plan of the GCC country.
“We see Kuwait as one of the most
important partners in this respect.
Particular attention will be paid to the
field of development aid, where we
have identified potential for coopera-
tion of individual Kuwaiti and Slovenian
funds and to the economic coopera-

tion, including investments.”
“Slovenian companies (especially

those active in the Gulf region) are
aware of business opportunities know-
ing the exceptional development plans
of Kuwait. Slovenian companies can
contribute their share in high-tech solu-
tions in different fields such as techno-
logical equipment for various construc-
tional and industrial facilities, renew-
able and sustainable energy and top IT
solutions. Slovenian companies could
offer their experience in the field of
environmental technologies and proj-
ects, in the field of civil engineering
constructions, closer cooperation
between the two countries in tourism,
including health and spa tourism. The
international reputation, abundant
knowledge and extensive experience
make Slovenian companies reliable and
trustworthy business partners.” He also
welcomed Kuwaiti investments in
Slovenia, noting that his country has
many opportunities to offer for those
eager to do business. —KUNA

Slovenian top legislator lauds
Kuwait’s regional, int’l roles

BAGHDAD: Last Tuesday marked the 13th anniversary
of restoring normal diplomatic relations with neighbor-
ing Iraq, a neighbor with which Kuwait had experienced
peak and ebbs in ties, disputes, war and peace.  Cross-
border routes through which Saddam Hussein’s forces
invaded Kuwait in 1990, are now used by Kuwaiti con-
voys in carrying humanitarian supplies to relocated
Iraqis, mainly those settling in the north of the neigh-
boring nation.  Moreover, these are the same roads via
which Iraq had sent in igniters to set alight Kuwait’s oil
wells in the final days of the Iraqi occupation and wit-
nessed dispatch of Kuwaiti firefighters who took part in
dousing fires at oil fields in northern Mosul.

Despite recurring strains in relations, sometimes
turning icy and in others thawing, geo-social realities
have always brought the two nations close, re-estab-
lishing the brotherly relationship, which are in words of
the Iraqi Prime Minister, Haider Al-Abadi, are exemplary.

“Although the former regime had tried to make our
relationship with Kuwait stained with blood, we have
succeeded as two States to make this relationship as
exemplary in the region,” Abadi said in remarks com-
menting on the occasion.

Premier Abadi expressed hope to tackle the remain-
ing files, noting that Iraq paid 47 billion US dollars’
worth of war compensations to Kuwait in 2014 and only
$4.6 billion have not been paid, affirming Baghdad’s
commitment to pay the rest “in line with a UN resolu-
tion and because this is a matter of duty.” He pledged to
follow up and finalize the other files, namely the issues
of the “disappeared Kuwaitis,” noting that his govern-
ment had supplied Kuwait with a lot of information in
this respect.

The Iraqi prime minister called for further coopera-
tion between the two neighboring countries to thrash
out the remaining hanging issues, affirming his govern-
ment’s readiness to push forward the bilateral relations

for serving the two peoples’ interests.   The Iraqi
Government encourages Kuwaiti investments in the
country, said the premier who visited Kuwait on June
21, discussing means of promoting the bilateral rela-
tions with the Kuwaiti leaders.

Meanwhile, echoing identical thoughts on prospects
of enhancing the Iraqi-Kuwaiti bonds, First Deputy of
the Iraqi Parliament Speaker Hammam Hammoudi said
that these relations have noticeably improved recently,
praising efforts in this regard by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.  He also
lauded His Highness the Amir’s efforts in narrowing the
gulf between the two countries, also praising Kuwaiti
humanitarian assistance for the needy in the country.

In the meantime, Kuwaiti Ambassador to Iraq Salem
Ghesab Al-Zamanan noted that Kuwait maintains an
unwavering stance in support of Iraq’s territorial sancti-
ty, sovereignty and independence, expressing hope
that efforts aimed at attaining national conciliation in
Iraq would be successful.

Citing other events that depicted the improving ties,
the ambassador noted His Highness the Amir’s partici-
pation in the Baghdad-hosted Arab Summit as well as
Kuwait’s construction of 23 schools in several Iraqi
provinces, in addition to a grant to build a hospital in
Basra. Furthermore, Kuwait pledged $200 million in aid
for Iraq in 2015. Elaborating, ambassador Zamanan indi-
cated the April meeting in Kuwait between Iraqi and
Kuwaiti philanthropists aimed at discussing prospects of
holding an international conference for rebuilding Iraq.

At the political level, the governments of the two
brotherly countries have made headway in coordina-
tion, inking 53 treaties and memoranda of understand-
ing. The Kuwaiti-Iraqi Ministerial Commission held six
meetings over the past six years in Baghdad and
Kuwait.  Kuwait restored the diplomatic relations with
Iraq on June 28, 2004. —KUNA

Report: Kuwaiti-Iraqi 
relations steadily improving

Kuwait’s oil refining industry
faces challenges

Credit Bank fire-caused losses
more than $6 million: Director


