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US, UN support Kuwait’s 
Gulf mediation efforts 
‘Restraint’ by all sides urged • Gulf diplomats in US for talks

WASHINGTON: The US and the United Nations expressed
late Tuesday their support to Kuwait’s mediation efforts
to resolve the current GCC crisis, said a statement by the
Kuwaiti Embassy in Washington. The US support was
reflected during Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s meeting
with Kuwaiti Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and
Acting Minister of Information Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Sabah, said the statement. During their
meeting, both sides stressed “the need for all parties to
exercise restraint to allow for productive diplomatic dis-
cussions”. Tillerson also supported the initiative carried
out by HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to end the crisis. 

Tillerson “reaffirmed his strong support for Kuwait’s
efforts to mediate the dispute between Qatar and Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, and Egypt,” and “urged the
parties to remain open to negotiation as the best way
to resolve the dispute,” the US State Department said in
a readout of their meeting. Both officials also agreed
“that stopping terrorism and confronting extremism
should be our shared and primary focus”. Following the
talks, the top US diplomat said: “We hope all the parties
will continue to talk to one another in good faith.”

Earlier, the US State Department Spokesperson
Heather Nauert stated the US is “pleased and happy”
that Kuwait has taken on mediation efforts in the cur-
rent GCC crisis, to ultimately “come to some sort of an
agreement.” Nauert told reporters that “Kuwait has real-
ly done a lot of hard work in terms of trying to bring the
nations together so that they can come to some sort of
agreement”. 

Continued on Page 13

WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of
Information Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah meets US Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson on Tuesday. — KUNA 

FRANKFURT/MOSCOW/KIEV: A cyber
attack wreaked havoc around the
globe yesterday, crippling thousands of
computers, disrupting operations at
ports from Mumbai to Los Angeles and
halting production at a chocolate fac-
tory in Australia. The virus is believed to
have first taken hold on Tuesday in
Ukraine where it silently infected com-
puters after users downloaded a popu-
lar tax accounting package or visited a
local news site, national police and
international cyber experts said.

The malicious code locked machines
and demanded victims post a ransom
worth $300 in bitcoins or lose their
data entirely, similar to the extortion
tactic used in the global WannaCry ran-
somware attack in May. More than 30
victims paid up but security experts are
questioning whether extortion was the
goal, given the relatively small sum
demanded, or whether the hackers
were driven by destructive motives
rather than financial gain.

Hackers asked victims to notify
them by email when ransoms had
been paid but German email provider
Posteo quickly shut down the address,
a German government cyber security
official said. Ukraine, the epicentre of
the cyber strike, has repeatedly
accused Russia of orchestrating attacks
on its computer systems and critical
power infrastructure since its powerful
neighbor annexed the Black Sea penin-
sula of Crimea in 2014.

The Kremlin, which has consistently
rejected the accusations, said yesterday
it had no information about the origin
of the global cyber attack, which also
struck Russian companies such as oil
giant Rosneft and a steelmaker. “No
one can effectively combat cyber
threats on their own, and, unfortunate-
ly, unfounded blanket accusations will
not solve this problem,” said Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov.
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New computer virus
disrupts world business

KHARTOUM: A US Supreme Court decision allowing
partial implementation of President Donald Trump’s
travel ban has stirred anger and confusion in parts of
the Middle East, with would-be visitors worried about
their travel plans and their futures. The blanket 90-day
ban on visitors from six Muslim-majority countries - Iran,
Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen - and a 120-day
ban on all refugees was completely blocked by lower
courts after Trump issued it on March 6, saying it was
needed to prevent terrorism attacks.

On Monday, the Supreme Court ruled the bans could
proceed, though only for foreigners with no “bona fide
relationship” with an American entity or person, and it
did not specify what that meant. The ruling left some in
the Middle East wondering if they would be able to
enter the United States. “It’s a big disappointment for
me,” said a 52-year-old Sudanese man in the capital
Khartoum, who believed he would now be rejected for
a visa to visit relatives in the United States.

The man, who declined to be identified, said he

wouldn’t know the outcome until at least Sunday, when
the US Embassy opens again after a string of national
holidays. “I’ve travelled to America before and I don’t
know why I’m prevented from travelling (now). I didn’t
violate American law during my previous visits,” he told
Reuters. At the US Consulate in Dubai, where there is
normally a queue out the door of people waiting to
process visa applications, a Reuters reporter saw few
people.

Middle East airlines have yet to receive a directive
from the United States following the ruling, industry
sources told Reuters yesterday. The sources said US
flights would continue to operate as normal until guid-
ance is received. Major airlines based in the region
include Dubai-based Emirates Airlines, Turkish Airlines
and Qatar Airways. Iranian nationals attempting to get
visas at the US Embassy in the Turkish capital Ankara -
Washington does not have an embassy in Iran - also
expressed concern.
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Revived US travel ban sows 
confusion, anger in Mideast
US plans enhanced airline security 

LE BOURGET, France: This file photograph taken on June 21, 2017 shows Slovakian company AeroMobil’s flying
car on display during the International Paris Air Show. — AFP 

LE BOURGET, France: Aeronautics giants are treating the
idea of a flying car with caution, as such a project raises
more questions than it answers, experts say - it’s a child’s
dream, a millionaire’s toy. But is it really the next big thing
in transport? At this year’s Paris Air Show, you had to
search hard to find an aircraft that looked anything like
an automobile: But one such model, the AeroMobil, was
tucked away under the old Concordes at the Air and
Space Museum, just outside the capital.

This strange-looking hybrid, with its bulbous nose and
retractable wings, designed by a Slovakian company, is
scheduled to go into series production by 2020. “After
you’ve landed at an airport, you transform the plane into
a car and take the road to wherever you want,” Simon
Bendrey, AeroMobil’s deputy head of engineering, told

AFP. And they have already received a number of orders,
he added, despite an asking price of €1.2-1.5 million
($1.3-$1.8 million). While flying cars have starred in films
including Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and the Fifth Element,
the race to turn such dreams into a reality is being run by
dozens of small creative start-ups like AeroMobil. 

Among those nearest to take-off is the Dutch outfit
PAL-V, which is offering a two-seater gyrocopter and is
scheduled to be available by next year - a steal at
€300,000. Czech company Nirvana Systems says it has
had dozens of orders for its mini-helicopter, which can
also travel on roads, albeit at rather sluggish ground
speeds. Silicon Valley-based company Kitty Hawk says
its Flyer will be on sale by the end of the year. 
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