
BEIJING: Rescuers pulled 15 bodies from an avalanche of
rocks that buried a mountain village in southwest China
yesterday as an increasingly bleak search for some 100
people carried into the night. Only three survivors - a
couple and their one-month-old baby - have been found
so far after 62 homes in Xinmo village vanished under a
mass of mud and rocks in Sichuan province.

Heavy rain caused the side of the mountain to col-
lapse onto the riverside village in the early morning,
according to authorities. Qiao Dashi, the baby’s father,
said he had woken up after 5:00 am to change his crying
son’s diaper when he “heard a big noise coming from the
back”. “The house shook,” he told state broadcaster CCTV
from his hospital bed.  “Rocks were in the living room.
My wife and I climbed over, took the baby, and got out.”

“I have superficial injuries. Overall, I’m okay. But psy-
chologically, it’s hard. The entire village, with dozens of
families, was flattened,” he said, with a bandage around
his head. The rescue operation’s headquarters reported
that 15 people had been found dead by the late
evening, according to the official Xinhua news agency.
The Maoxian, or Mao county, government said earlier
that six people died and 112 people were missing.
Xinhua had reported that more than 120 were buried.

The landslide blocked a two-kilometer stretch of river
and 1.6 kilometer of road, according to state media. As
night fell, authorities shined lamps onto the rubble while
rescuers wore lights on their helmets as they sifted
through the rocks, aided by sniffer dogs, according to
photos from the official Xinhua news agency. During the
day, rescuers and local residents used ropes to move a
boulder while others lifted rocks with their bare hands,
according to videos broadcast by the Maoxian govern-
ment and CCTV.

Nearly 2,000 police, soldiers and civilians were taking
part in the rescue. Bulldozers and excavators that were
used earlier in the day stopped their work due to bad
lighting as night fell, according to CCTV. No sign of the
village could be seen in aerial footage, which showed a
grim and grey rock-strewn landscape covering the area 

Continuecd on Page 13
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Suicide bomber blows himself 
up as Saudi foils Makkah plot

Amir condemns terrorist plot; Iran, Qatar voice support for Saudi 

By Tony Braun

Learning Arabic

EID GREETINGS
Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan
wishes HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
Cabinet members, heads of states around the world,
Kuwaitis, expatriates and our valued readers Eid Mubarak.
Kuwait Times will not be published from June 26 to 28.
Our next issue will be published on Thursday, June 29.

RIYADH: A suicide bomber blew himself up near the
Grand Mosque in Makkah as police disrupted a plot to
target the holiest site just as the fasting month of
Ramadan ends, Saudi security forces said yesterday. The
Interior Ministry said it launched a raid around Jeddah, as
well as two areas in Makkah itself, including the Ajyad Al-
Masafi neighborhood, located near the Grand Mosque.

There, police said they engaged in a shootout at a
three-story house with a suicide bomber, who blew him-
self up and caused the building to collapse. He was killed,
while the blast wounded six foreigners and five members
of security forces, according to the Interior Ministry’s
statement. Five others were arrested, including a woman,
it said. Saudi state television aired footage after the raid
Friday near the Grand Mosque, showing police and res-
cue personnel running through the neighborhood’s nar-
row streets. 

The blast demolished the building, its walls crushing a
parked car. Nearby structures appeared to be peppered
with shrapnel and bullet holes. The Interior Ministry said
the thwarted “terrorist plan” would have violated “all
sanctities by targeting the security of the Grand Mosque,
the holiest place on Earth.” “They obeyed their evil and
corrupt self-serving schemes managed from abroad
whose aim is to destabilize the security and stability of
this blessed country,” it said.

The ministry did not name the group involved in
the attack. The ultraconservative Sunni kingdom bat-
tled an Al-Qaeda insurgency for years and more
recently has faced attacks from a local branch of the
Islamic State group. 

Continued on Page 13
MAKKAH: A handout picture shows Saudi security forces inspecting the site of a
foiled attack in the Holy City of Makkah. —  AFP 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
congratulated all citizens and expatri-
ates on Eid Al-Fitr, said the Amiri Diwan.
The Amiri Diwan, on its part, congratu-
lated His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah on the occasion. The
Diwan also extended its congratula-
tions to the whole Islamic World.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir
expressed hope a rift among Arab and
Gulf countries would be mended to
pave way for security, stability and
prosperity in the GCC countries. He
expressed his hopes during phone calls
with Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim Bin
Hamad Al-Thani, Abu Dhabi Crown
Prince and Deputy Supreme
Commander of UAE Armed Forces
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan and Saudi Crown Prince,
Deputy Premier and Defense Minister

Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz.
His Highness the Amir and the Gulf
leaders discussed developments in the
region, particularly the tension in rela-
tions between Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Bahrain and Egypt on one side and
Qatar on the other. — Agencies 

Amir congratulates citizens, 
expatriates, calls for peace 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

MAOXIANG: Chinese military police and rescue workers are seen at the site of a landslide in Xinmo village,
Sichuan province yesterday. — AFP 

Landslide buries a village 
15 die, over 100 missing in China

The Quran was revealed in the Arabic lan-
guage. Millions of Muslims around the world
set their hearts on learning this language so

that they will have a better understanding of their
faith. Learning Arabic can be a struggle for English
speakers.  On the bright side, Kuwait has a lot to
offer an expat who wishes to learn the language.  In
Kuwait, there are plenty of chances to practice and
study. Language acquisition normally begins with
repetition, which is why a learner must be exposed
to the language as much as possible. There are dif-
ferent approaches to learning Arabic, which are
described below.

Formal classes: The TIES Center, the IPC, and the
Aware center offer part time classes for people who
wish to learn Arabic. Formal classes are very useful
when quick progress is made at the beginning of
the course because it will keep the students moti-
vated. In this regard, it is vitally important to have a
good teacher that keeps the students engaged.
This is not an easy task for teachers because the
attention span of the average person is shrinking
dramatically as more and more flashy electronics
are introduced into our lives.

Continued on Page 13
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IS destroying
history

Civilization, heritage and history have distin-
guished the Arab world for thousands of years
and even before the advent of Islam, many civ-

ilizations appeared and left their print. So why does
the so-called Islamic State (IS) destroy temples and
museums? When Islam arrived, it did not destroy his-
torical monuments in any area, but retained and pre-
served them as part of human history. Today, with
the emergence of IS, a new crime has been added to
their long criminal record against humanity, which is
the destruction of archaeological sites in Syria and
Iraq. It is a disaster that requires an urgent plan by
the international community and to not allow perpe-
trators to escape.

Iraq and Syria are countries with an ancient histo-
ry and civilization. Today, some of its cities have fallen
to terrorism and criminality. The artifacts at Mosul
museum and its historical monuments have been
destroyed. In 2014, an 800 year-old synagogue was
burned down in Mosul. Heritage is being ravaged.

Heritage is the full record of human activity in any
society over a period of time and the preservation of
all human activities. Documents, literature, paintings
and sculptures are historical markers that constitute
the identity of a society and its distinctiveness from
other societies. Islam preserved these museums and
collectibles because they are part of civilization and
the history of mankind. But a terrorist group like IS
has no regard for civilization and the real meaning of
heritage. 

The Nineveh museum was destroyed in the Iraqi
city of Mosul. It is one of the most important muse-
ums in the world. It contains thousands of artifacts,
but these criminals destroyed it. There are also
reports that IS militants burned more than 8,000 rare
books and manuscripts from different historical peri-
ods in the library. 

Is this a war on Syrian and Iraqi heritage and histo-
ry? I think the answer is yes, and the evidence is clear.
Since the beginning of 2014, the Organization for the
Defense of Monuments has recorded numerous cas-
es in which religious sites in Syria have been demol-
ished and the sale of artifacts has turned into a popu-
lar trade across the border. The figures indicate that
the value of looted artifacts has reached $2 billion. It
is devastating to witness the cultural heritage of a
country like Syria being stolen by thieves.

IS is trying to erase the cultural history of the Arab
region by destroying its artifacts. I have to say that IS
does not represent Islam or Muslims, but represents
itself. Modern Islamic civil governments have never
harmed any historical objects, but have preserved
them, and this is something we should not ignore.

The Great Mosque of Nuri and its leaning Habda
minaret were destroyed by IS militants last week, who
accused coalition forces of the crime. But the interna-
tional coalition denied any strikes in the area where
the historic Nuri mosque is located .The general oper-
ations commander Joseph Martin denied the allega-
tion and even stated that the destruction of the
mosque is “a crime against the people of Mosul and
the entire Iraqi people”. The Mosque of the Great Nuri
remained standing for about 844 years and even sur-
vived the invasion of the Mongols, but not IS! 

Archaeologists have said the responsibility for the
destruction of historical monuments falls on the
international community, as these do not belong to
Iraq alone and are inherited by all humanity. UNESCO
seems to be serious about protecting heritage and
history in Syria and Iraq and other places. The
UNESCO director-general stressed her commitment
to promoting measures to protect cultural heritage
being attacked by IS in Syria, Iraq and Libya, and
expressed solidarity and readiness to support and
restore cultural heritage. 

The question remains: How can the international
community control illegal activities in the antiquities
market? The United Nations must insist on the estab-
lishment of an international body to curb the financ-
ing of terrorism through the theft and sale of histori-
cal relics from Iraq and Syria and arrest antiquities
thieves, especially those associated with terrorists or
gangs. This is the duty and mission of the interna-
tional community and every one of us.

Local spotlight

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Airport
expects a 65.46 percent rise in people
flying abroad within the Eid Al-Fitr
holidays in comparison to last year’s
figures. During the approximately 10-
day holiday starting on Friday, which
comprises the occasion, travellers are
expected to hit the 410,400 mark, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
deputy chairman for aviation safety
said. The number is a stark difference
to the 141,700 travellers recorded in
2016, according to Emad Al-Jelowi,

during the festive occasion which
marks the end of the holy Islamic
lunar month of Ramadan. A signifi-
cant factor in this year’s rise in num-
bers is that the holiday falls within the
summer, he suggested, when schools
are out and most inhabitants seek to
escape the blazing hot temperatures.

The three-day occasion given as a
public holiday could also stretch to 10
days if a crescent is spotted tomorrow
instead of today - during a working
week, which starts on today in the

northern Gulf Arab country.  The large
volume of travellers has caused huge
delays and malfunctions throughout
the airport, which has a capacity of six
million passengers but currently
accepts double that amount, said the
official. It is because of this, airport
officials have devised several ways to
ease the burden on travelers, includ-
ing allowing them to check in their
luggage at midnight on the same day
of intended travel. — KUNA

Huge 65% rise in travellers during
long Eid holiday: Airport official

Kuwait International Airport

KUWAIT: Wataniya Airways, one of three national
carriers of Kuwait, said Thursday its first Airbus (A-
320) arrived at Kuwait International Airport to joint
its fleet. The move opens a new chapter of the air-
line’s operations on the local market after a five-year
hiatus, said Lana Al-Rashid, director of the informa-
tion and public relations dept. of the company. “This
is a historic moment on Wataniya’s march; it is the
fruit of a whole year of preparations,” she said in a
press release, appreciated the support offered by
shareholders over the last years.

Rashid also thanked leaders of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), notably DGCA
President Sheikh Salman Hamoud Al-Sabah, Director
General Eng. Yousef Suleiman Al-Fouzan and Deputy
Director General Emad Al-Jalawi for facilitating the
resumption of the airline’s operation. The new air-
craft will fly to short and medium range destinations
in the coming few days, she added. —KUNA

Wataniya Airways
commissions its

first Airbus 

KUWAIT: Under the umbrella of its leading
social responsibility program during the
Holy Month of Ramadan, Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) recently concluded
its annual Quran Memorization
Competition. The competition was held for
KIB staff and their children, as well as the
children of KIB customers, and took place
during the Holy Month of Ramadan. The
awards ceremony was held under the
patronage and in the presence of
Chairman of KIB, Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah
Al-Sabah, and Acting Chief Executive
Officer and Deputy Chief Executive Officer,
Mohamed Said El-Saka.

On this occasion, Nawaf Najia, Manager
of the Corporate Communications Unit at
KIB, commented: “This year’s competition
was held at our head office, under the
theme ‘the best of you are those who learn
the Quran and teach it’, and witnessed an
exceptional turnout compared to previous
years. During the competition, participants
showed remarkable skill while demonstrat-
ing their ability to memorize and recite the
Holy Quran. At the end, only those who
were able to properly recite the Quran
made it to the finals for a chance to win a

number of valuable prizes, amounting to
KD 6,000.” Furthermore, Najia noted that KIB
continues to play a leading role in fostering
the traditions of the Holy Quran, as well as
strong religious values and principles with-
in the local community. Stemming from its
belief in the importance of this role within
the community, the Bank seeks to encour-
age the younger generations to uphold the
traditions of proper Quran memorization
and recitation, thereby supporting them to
fulfill their duty towards their religion, com-
munity, and nation.

At the end of the ceremony, Najia con-
gratulated the winners of the annual
Ramadan competition. He further lauded
the importance of the Holy Quran in
strengthening ties and religious values
within the community, noting that it
remains one of the most important bless-
ings bestowed on people. Accordingly, he
expressed his delight at attending an event
in which winners were recognized for their
outstanding ability to memorize the Holy
Quran. Najia concluded by stressing KIB’s
keenness on organizing this Quran compe-
tition annually during the holy month of
Ramadan. 

KIB honors winners of its Ramadan
Quran Memorization Competition

KUWAIT: As part of its commitment
towards supporting humanitarian initia-
tives and promoting a healthier lifestyle,
Kuwait International Bank (KIB) recently
sponsored the 3rd charity campaign organ-
ized by Flare Fitness, entitled “Snatch For a
Cause”. Taking place throughout the Holy
Month of Ramadan in partnership with
Kuwait Food Bank and a number of other
local partners, the campaign was aimed at
supporting children in need within the
local community.

As part of the larger campaign, a charity
sports event was held at the club’s main
premises. Over 300 participants of all ages
and from both genders came together to
compete in various weight-lifting exercises,
with a special focus on snatch lifts.
Participants were able to channel sheer
physical strength and determination for
the benefit of their community, as with
every 20kg of weight lifted, one dinar was
donated to the Kuwait Food Bank. The
charity campaign also featured a special
iftar meal for those in need, which saw the
participation of a large number of young

volunteers from across the community. 
Within this context, Nawaf Najia,

Manager of the Corporate Communications
Unit at KIB, said: “We are very proud to have
taken part in this unique and exciting fit-
ness charity event, which not only pro-
motes a healthier lifestyle across the com-
munity in a fun, engaging social context,
but also supports children in need of spe-
cialized medical treatment. 

Najia added that KIB is always keen on
promoting a greater sense of health con-
sciousness across the local community,
and for that reason, we continuously seek
opportunities that allow us to better the
lives of different segments across the
community. 

As part of its leading social responsibili-
ty program, KIB organized a wide range of
humanitarian and community-based initia-
tives and activities during Ramadan.
Additionally, the Bank is committed to rais-
ing awareness about health programs and
various local sports activities, particularly
those that support different segments
across the local community. 

KIB sponsors ‘Snatch For a
Cause’ charity campaign

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecom-
munications company in Kuwait,
shared the spiritual blessings of the
last 10 days of the Holy Month of
Ramadan by providing prayer essen-
tials at a number of Kuwait’s biggest
mosques during the 27th night of the
Holy Month. The initiative came as
part of the company’s extensive
Corporate Sustainability and Social

Responsibility program during the
Holy Month.

This annual initiative is one of
many social activities Zain conducts
annually to foster an even more spiri-
tual environment during the Holy
Month of Ramadan. The company was
keen to provide comfort to worship-
pers performing their Qiyam prayers
during the 27th night at a number of

Kuwait ’s biggest mosques, most
notably Jaber Al-Ali Mosque in
Shuhada Area. 

Zain’s volunteers distributed the
prayer essentials, mainly prayer chairs,
as well as cold beverages and snacks
to provide worshippers with more
comfortable circumstances during the
hot weather conditions. 

Zain’s Ramadan campaign for this
year witnessed a wide range of social
and charitable initiatives. The compa-
ny participated in a number of chari-
table, social and voluntary activities,
as well as the distribution of essential
food supplies to underprivileged fam-
ilies, visit social care centers, visit hos-
pitals,  as well as organize other
humanitarian initiatives. 

The company further affirmed its
Corporate Sustainability and Social
Responsibility campaign during the
Holy Month of Ramadan, which
includes an extensive array of pro-
grams that cover different areas. The
initiatives and programs include
humanitarian, voluntary, cultural, reli-
gious, sports, and recreational activi-
ties to cater to the different segments
of society. 

Zain distributes prayer
essentials to Kuwait’s mosques KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait

(NBK) continues its ‘I Dream to Be’ ini-
tiative, a first-of-a-kind initiative that
aims at granting wishes for children
with severe illnesses around Kuwait,
giving them the chance to live their
dreams. Mohammad Wael, who is
undergoing treatment at NBK
Hospital, has always dreamt to meet
his football idol Mohammad Abou
Treikah, the famous footballer who
played for Al-Ahly Club in Egypt. NBK
and Al-Rawdan Football Tournament
helped him make his dream come
true. NBK’s family arranged a meeting
with Abou Treikah for Victor and his
family, where he had the chance to
see his idol and get his T-shirt.

“Mohammad’s dream to meet
Abou Treikah is yet another wish
granted through NBK’s initiative “I
dream to be”. We are proud to be a
part of the children’s wishes and
expand our support to them as much
as possible to fulfill their dreams.” said
Yaqoub Al-Baqer, NBK Public
Relations Officer. “‘I Dream to Be’ ini-
tiative is a lifetime experience for chil-
dren,” he added. “This initiative is a
great way to spread joy and show

that there’s always a positive side to a
difficult situation.”

NBK gives top priority to children
through its commitment to its corpo-
rate social responsibility. NBK works
closely with the Kuwait Association
for the Care of Children in Hospitals
(KACCH), Bayt Abdullah for the Care
of Children in Hospice (BACCH) and
several other special needs organiza-
tions to maximize its reach to all the
children in numerous hospitals and
schools. NBK has been at the fore-

front of supporting Kuwait’s commu-
nity through a range of initiatives
towards education, health, sports and
social responsibilities. The establish-
ment of NBK’s Children Hospital for
Oncology and Hematology at Al-
Sabah Medical Area stands as one of
many ongoing corporate social initia-
tives towards health and children. ‘I
Dream to Be’ aims at focusing and
supporting NBK’s efforts towards chil-
dren and addressing their needs as
much as possible.

NBK and Al-Rawdan Football Tournament
grant’s Mohammad’s wish to meet his idol 



KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday conducted
telephone contacts with the US Secretary
of State Rex Tillerson and UK Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson.  He also con-
tacted the foreign ministers of Albania
and Turkey as  wel l  as  Frederica
Mogherini, the High Representative of
the European Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy. His phone talks with
the foreign off icials  deal  with latest
developments on the regional and inter-
national arenas. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
thanked firefighters, policemen, and para-
medics for their “courage and dedication,”
which resulted in controlling a fire in a
building under construction in South
Surra on Friday.

His Highness the Amir sent cables of
gratitude and appreciation to Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Khaled Jarrah Al-Sabah, Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting
Information Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Sabah, in his capacity as the
person in charge of the fire department,
and Minister of Health Dr Jamal Al-Harbi
for their departments’ “high national spir-
it,” which was clear in their cooperation
and coordination resulting in the control
of the fire.  His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
sent cables for the three ministers, thank-
ing them for the great efforts exerted by
the policemen, paramedics and firefight-
ers in controlling the fire in the building.
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
similar cables.

Fire fighters contained a fire that
erupted at a building under construction
in South Surrah district on Friday, said
Lieutenant General Khalid Al-Mekrad, the
department director. The firefighters suc-
ceeded in stopping the blazes from
spreading to nearby buildings, he said in
a statement.

Fire squads have taken control of a
large part of the fire scene, he said allud-
ing to a 19,000 square meter building for
Kuwait Credit Bank. The fire fighters con-
tained the fire after battling the blazes for
hours in South Surrah, one of the coun-
try’s residential districts. A source at the
fire department said that the blazes that
broke out at a building for Kuwait Credit
Bank inflicted material losses. —KUNA

Amir thanks personnel ‘courage,
dedication’ in South Surra fire
No injuries at 19,000 square meter building fire

KUWAIT: Cabinet Affairs Minister Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Sabah (right) follows up with the operation with top Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) officials. — KFSD photos

Firemen tackle
huge fire at Jahra

metals’ factory
KUWAIT: A large group of firefighters put out a fire at a large metals’ factory
dumpsite in Jahra’s Amghara Industrial Area, west of Kuwait City. Some four fire
departments, including Jahra, Sulaibikhat and Farwaniyah, handled the fire which
spread out across a 3,000 sq/km radius, the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate said in
a statement. — KUNA

Foreign Minister discusses
regional issues with

counterparts

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Eid prayer will be held inside
mosques only in order to ensure the
safety of worshipers in coordination with
the Interior Ministry, Minister of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs, State Minister for
Municipal Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri
said. He added that his ministry prepared
for Ramadan months before its arrival by
preparing mosques to host Qiyam prayer
during the last 10 nights of the Holy
Month. He said that they had 26 centers
distributed in the governorates in addi-
tion to the Grand Mosque, adding that
security measures were outstanding in
all Kuwait’s 1,500 mosques.

PAHW staff
Recent numbers at the Public

Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW)
showed that 143 employees including
managers were employed there during
the past two years. Statistics show that
the number of PAHW employees
dropped to 1844 from 1987 in 2015. The
number of citizens is 1,254 at 68 percent
while none Kuwaitis are 590 at 32 per-
cent. Numbers further showed that 61
expat employees were terminated as
their number dropped from 651 to 590.

Construction laws
Justice Ministry ’s Assistant

Undersecretary for Administrative and
Financial Affairs Ali Al-Salman asked

Kuwait Municipality to exclude the new
justice ministry building in industrial
Shuwaikh from height limits in that area.
He said the ministry intends to use the
current location used as warehouses in
industrial Shuwaikh with an area of 4,770
meters squared, which is ideal for con-
structing a new building that can meet
all needs and requirements of the min-
istry. He said that based on the initial
studies which include the areas needed
and number of employees, the required
area is up to 45,000 square meters which
is 10 floors compared with the site area.
This would violate the construction laws
set by the municipality in industrial
Shuwaikh.

Eid prayer inside
mosques only: Minister

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen put out fires in
three cars in Jaber Al-Ali. Qurain fire
center responded to a call about the
fire and contained the flames to keep
them from spreading. No injuries
were reported.

Smugglers arrested
Two Arabs were arrested for

attempting to smuggle 12,000
Tramadol, while another Arab man
was caught with one kilogram of
‘chemical’ (‘Spice’ with added chemi-
cals) and 50 grams of shabu
(methamphetamine). Drugs Control
General Department received tips
about the suspects bringing in drugs
hidden in their vests, so the two were
put under surveillance then arrested
in Fahaheel. The third suspect was

arrested in his house where the drugs
were found.

Inedible food
Kuwait Municipality ’s Public

Relations Department said Jahra
Services Department destroyed 10
tons of food stuff that were not fit for
human consumption. In addition, 324
stores were inspected and 535 signs
were removed from streets and yards,
251 citations were issued, 288 sam-
ples were sent to labs, and 1,887
cooled vegetables trucks were
checked. Meanwhile, the department
said its media campaign continues
aiming at the safety of foodstuff.
Head of the emergency team Riyadh
Al-Rabee said the campaign resulted
in the destruction of 18 tons of vari-
ous food items.

Mohammad Al-Jabri

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled

Three-car fire extinguished

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior (MoI) has
taken all precautionary and preventive
measures in preparation for the Eid of Al-
Fitr, director of the ministry’s Security
Media and Public Relations Department
Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash said yesterday. A
security plan was set up for the Eid, with
the aim of controlling traffic at roads and
intersections across the country in order to
avoid congestion, Hashash added in a
press statement.

The plan is in line with instructions by
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
that call for harnessing all potentials and
taking all measures to fulfill the joy of citi-
zens and residents during the Eid holidays,
he noted. There is coordination round the
clock among all security directorates and
concerned bodies to carry out the plan, he
affirmed. The security forces will deal deci-
sively with negative behaviors like distur-
bance or quarrel, he warned.

Hashash appealed to parents to care for
their children, namely at malls, markets
and commercial places, and to drivers not
to use mobile phones while driving.  He
also urged people not to park at the places
allocated to the disabled, warning that the
ministry will confront immediately any-
body who violates these rules.  He pointed
out that the sector of ports security affairs
has a key role in facilitating matters for pas-
sengers at the Kuwait International Airport

and land ports across the country.
The department’s plan is working on

fulfilling an awareness campaign fit for the
Eid holidays, he said. The plan also aims to
manifest the general rules so as to main-
tain safety of citizens and residents and
make them happy during this occasion, he
made clear. Finally, Hashash congratulated
both Kuwaitis and expatriates on Eid Al-
Fitr, wishing the State of Kuwait many
returns of this occasion with further pros-
perity, joy and blessings, under the wisdom
of the supreme leadership. — KUNA

MoI takes precautionary,
preventive measures for Eid 

Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash
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Children playing merrily with simple traditional games that were found in many private squares, especially in Safat Square, and were most popular during Eid holidays and other celebrations. (Sources: A total of com-
memorative printed images by the Ministry of Information in the 1960s and 1970s. Prepared by Mahmoud Zakaria Abu Alella, heritage researcher in the Ministry of Information)

Holiday Inn Salmiya hosted its annual ghabqa
KUWAIT: As a way of expressing gratitude
for their continuous support in covering all
the hotel’s exclusive events and offers,
Holiday Inn Salmiya hosted its annual
Ramadan ghabqa to honor all the media
and journalists representatives In addition
to the hotel top corporate accounts in
recognition of their loyalty to the hotel
over the past years as they have made the
Holiday Inn Salmiyah their premier choice.

Guests upon arrival were welcomed by
the hotel management team headed by
Monjed Salha the General Manager. who
addressed the invitees, warmly welcomed
their presence and expressed his apprecia-
tion for their constant support for the hotel
during the year around and wished them
to spend a great evening. 

During the event, the invitees were
entertained by various activities such as
fun competitions,  entertainment show
that reflects the traditional Ramadan cele-

brations and a live music performance and
later on they were treated with a lavish buf-
fet featuring variety of international
cuisines prepared by the master chefs of
Holiday Inn Salmiya, in addition to the dis-
tinctive live cooking stations with wide
variety of fresh dishes beside the dessert
and fresh fruit section that reflected the
high standards of hospitality. 

Also two raffle draws took place where all
lucky attendees won many valuable prizes
provided by pioneer group of companies in
Kuwait including airline tickets presented by
the Royal Jordanian Airlines, valuable vouch-
ers offered from Sama Dental Clinic and
Taiba Hospital, several electronics and dis-
count vouchers from Starco Company which
offers a range of high end retail brands such
as Eden Park, United Colors Of Benetton, US
Polo Assn, Gerry Weber,  Seven, Oui and
Woz, as well as to complimentary hotel stays
offered by IHG hotels.
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KUWAIT: The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue
(PCID) sent the following message for the month of
Ramadan and Eid Al-Fitr:

Dear Muslim Brothers and Sisters,
We wish to assure you of our prayerful solidarity during

this time of fasting in the month of Ramadan and the cele-
bration of Eid Al-Fitr that concludes it, and we extend to
our heartfelt best wishes for serenity, joy and abundant
spiritual gifts.

This year’s message is especially timely and significant:
fifty year ago, in 1967, only three years after the establish-
ment of this Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue
(PCID) by Pope Paul VI on 19 May 1964, the first Message
was sent for this occasion.

In the years that we followed, two Messages have been
particularly important: the Message of 1991, during the
pontificate of Pope John Paul II, entitled “the path of
believers is the way of peace”. And the Message of 2013, in
the first year of Pope Francis’ pontificate, entitled
“Promoting Mutual Respect through Education”. Both
Messages were signed by the pontiffs.

Among the many activities of PCID for promoting dia-
logue with Muslims, the most important and longstanding
is this year message for Ramadan and for Eid Al-Fitr
addressed to Muslims throughout the world. To share this
message in the widest way possible, the PCID is assisted by
local Catholic communities, as well as Papal
Representatives present in almost country.

The experience of both our religious communities
affirms the value of this message for promoting cordial
relations between Christian and Muslim neighbors and
friends, by offering insights on current pressing issues.

For this year, the PCID offers a theme related to Pope
Francis’ Encyclical Letter “Laudato Si” - on Care for Our
Common Home”, which was addressed not only to
Catholics and Christians, but to the whole of humanity.

Pope Francis draws attention to the harm our lifestyles
and decisions are causing to the environment, to ourselves
and to our fellow human beings. There are, for example,
certain philosophical, religious, and cultural perspectives
that present obstacles which threaten humanity’s relation-
ship with nature. The take up this challenge involves all of
us, regardless of whether or not we profess a religious
belief. The encyclical’s title itself is expressive: The world is a
“common home,” a dwelling for all the members of the
human family. Therefore, no one person, nation or people
can impose exclusively heir understanding of our planet.
This is why Pope Francis appeals “for a new dialogue about
how we are shaping the future of our planet. ...since the
environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its
human roots, concern and affects us all” (n. 14).

Pope Francis states that “the ecological crisis is also a
summons to profound interior conversion” (no. 217). What
is needed is education, spiritual openness and a “global
ecological conversion” to adequately address this chal-
lenge. As believers, our relationship with God should be
increasingly shown in the way we relate to the world
around us. Our vocation to be guardians of God’s handi-
work is not optional, nor it is tangential to our religious
commitment as Christians and Muslims: it is an essential
part of it.

May the religious insights and blessings that flow from
fasting, prayer and good works sustain you, with God’s
help, on the path of peace and goodness, to care for all the
members of the human family and for whole of creation.
With these sentiments, we wish you once again serenity,
joy and prosperity.

Christians and
Muslims: Caring for
our common home

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Dr
Ali Reza Enayati cautioned the region is fac-
ing the threat of terrorism from inside and
outside. “Victims of terrorism are all over

the world, which obliges us to be united
and fight sedition and sectarianism. Also,
we should not forget our Zionist enemy
that is occupying Palestine, which is our
main issue. To keep this issue alive, the late
Imam Khomeini set the International Day of

Jerusalem,” he noted as  he welcomed
guests at  the I ranian Embassy ’s  annual
ghabqa at  the Crowne Plaza Hotel  on
Wednesday. 

He said the latest conflict in the region
should be solved peacefully. “We all appre-

ciate the efforts of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to consolidate this crisis  and bring our
nations together. I would also like to praise
the bilateral relations between Kuwait and
Iran, which are very strong and friendly,”

added Enayati. “This is a special month dur-
ing which people gather or visit each other
and relations get stronger. The embassy
holds this ghabqa and gathering annually
to maintain connections between people,”
he concluded.

Iranian Embassy hosts Ramadan ghabqa

KUWAIT: A general view of guests in attendance. (Inset) Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Ali Reza Enayati speaks during the ghabqa. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) announced
that it will continue its services during Eid-Al-Fitr holiday at
CBK’s branches in Kuwait International Airport on a 24-
hours basis. If the holiday starts today, CBK branches
(except for the airport branches) will be closed three days
and will resume Wednesday. But in case the holiday starts
tomorrow, the branches will be closed from Sunday until
Wednesday, while the following branches will resume on
Thursday: Mubarak Al-Kabeer, east Ahmadi, Sabah Al-
Salem, Beirut Street - Hawally, and Jahra. 

CBK announces
branch timings
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Soon enough, all European capitals and cities
will be full of GCC citizens and families who
annually flock there during the summer to

enjoy the greenery and fine weather. The same old
negative images will recur: GCC families wandering
around or shopping while dragging an Asian or
African maid behind carrying children and shop-
ping bags while the GCC ‘princess’ leads the way
without even looking behind at her own children.

To be honest, the phenomenon of travelling on
touristic trips accompanied by maids does not
exist amongst other GCC families, like Saudis,
Emiratis, Qataris, etc. It is a distinctive trait of
Kuwaiti tourists in Europe who will fight with
European embassies to have visas issued for
domestic laborers accompanying Kuwaiti families.
Those embassies have been too soft on issuing
such visas with the result that various problems
may happen including deserting the family and
breaking the visa to stay in Europe or causing legal
disputes that may have bad consequences on the
head of the family.  

Kuwaiti women’s addiction to housemaids is
phenomenally becoming a bad social lesion. The
sad thing is that you may find a young Kuwaiti
woman taking her maid to Europe who won’t serve
her own husband and kids for a few weeks on the
summer vacation while, at the same time, one sees
Japanese, American and Australian tourists in their
seventies or eighties accompanying their families
on trips and gladly serving them. 

There are other negative images of Kuwaiti fam-
ilies on flights. One will see a Kuwaiti mother in the
front seat watching a movie while her kids are
wrestling with the maid behind without even
attracting her attention to look behind. A
European lady once interfered on seeing a Kuwaiti
family walking in an airport with a maid following
them carrying a baby, some bags and dragging a
trolley bag at the same time. The lady criticized the
family noting that what the maid was doing was
unbearable for human beings. 

Scenes of Kuwaitis’ maids in Europe have
become terrible images portraying the Kuwaiti
society because of a few lazy men and women
who are the outcome of the age of oil and wealth
that nobody made an effort to make. Therefore,
the government must inter fere and urge
European embassies to limit the number of visas
issued for domestic laborers accompanying
Kuwaiti  families to Europe, and make them
restricted to those accompanying people with
special needs. —Translated by Kuwait Times

Kuwaitis’ maids 
in Europe

Al-Jarida

By Abdulmohsen Jum’a

Al-Jarida

All former members of parliament, political parties,
factions and their supporters, and the group of pre-
tenders were screaming on top of their lungs

demanding the fight against corruption. But many had
their demands of reform not leave their mouths, all that
during the swirling winds of the Arab illusion, as named by
His Highness the Amir. In each gathering and diwaniya, the
word corruption has always been on the top; everyone is
frustrated, their view of the future is pessimistic, and they
direct their anger at the government’s ministers, and major
businessmen who have the lion’s share of the state’s ten-
der’s corruption.

Yet, all without exception exclude themselves from the
corruption accusations which they distribute as they like.
There are those who criticize me and describe me as a ‘gov-
ernment man’ because I am a fierce defender of the
regime, which is headed and represented by His Highness
the Amir, judiciary and security men, and because I am
among those who strongly refuse the chaos caused by
demonstrations and marches.

The question that imposes itself on those, and which I
am still asking and did not find an answer for: Is corruption
caused exclusively by government and business people
only? Or is it a wide open gate through which all can
enter? Oxford dictionary defines corruption as “dishonest
or fraudulent conduct by those in power, typically involv-
ing bribery.” This is a precise definition through which we
can identify the corrupt and what corruption includes.

Public jobs include all government employees, and the
government here is not only the council of ministers and its
ministries, but also includes more than 330 thousand
employees who supervise and manage ministries, authori-
ties and state facilities, while the small employee who has
favoritism for his job for the sake of material or electoral
interests, is practicing corruption according to the definition.
The employee who halts transactions of people and lax in
the service of citizens, along with the official, manager and
the undersecretary who cause injustice towards employees
through groupings, in promotions and his continued seeking
to control committees and foreign missions to increase his
monthly income is corrupt. The businessman who pays
bribes to get tenders then sells them under the table to small
companies that cause projects to stop is corrupt.

Ministers, when they appease MPs in undermining the
law, and when they appoint undersecretaries, and ineffi-
cient authorities managers in the interest of the influen-
tial at the expense of the country’s interest, are corrupt.
MPs who violate the law and take the rights of others
through wasta (connections) for their voters, are corrupt.
Corruption covers all, and the path of true reform begins
with the individual himself before throwing it at others, if
the individual is good then the entire society will be
good, and if the society is good the state will be good
and flourish and the example is very clear in the west.
Almighty Allah says: “Indeed, Allah will not change the
condition of the people until they change what is in them-
selves.” In short, we are all corrupt unless we do not reform
ourselves. —Translated by Kuwait Times 

We are all corrupted

Al-Shahed

By Awiad Al-Saleeli

Development Plan

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank recently concluded its
annual Ramadan program, which embodied the
true spirit of giving during the Holy Month of
Ramadan. The program, which involved various
visits to organizations, charities and public asso-
ciations, aimed to share with moments of joy
and togetherness during Ramadan.

As part of this annual tradition, Burgan Bank
conducted visits to distribute Girgian gift bags to
children, elderly and people with disabilities

through fun-filled activities. The visits included
Kuwait Centre for Mental Health, Kuwait
Association for the Care of Children in Hospital
(KACCH), Kuwait Society for the Follow-up Issues of
Disabled People and Abeer 2 Voluntary Team for
Mentally Disabled and Kuwaiti Disabled Sport Club.

Through this honorable yearly tradition,
Burgan Bank seeks to continue showcasing the
essence of the rich Kuwaiti heritage during the
Holy Month of Ramadan. Burgan Bank’s initiative

falls under its full-fledged community program
entitled ‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the change.
This program sheds light on important aspects
affecting every segment of the society by pro-
moting social welfare through educational, cul-
tural, social and health initiatives. Burgan Bank’s
approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins with a vital princi-
ple that as a Kuwaiti financial institution, its con-
duct and policies should be aligned with the
needs and interests of the Kuwaiti society.

Burgan Bank concludes its
annual Ramadan program

KFH distributed iftar
meals in Hawally 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
continued its “Feed a Fasting Person” cam-
paign by distributing iftar meals in
Hawally in collaboration with the Ministry
of Youth and Hawally Governorate.  This
comes as part of the bank’s Ramadan pro-
gram ‘Increase Good Deeds in Ramadan 3’
that reinforce the firm commitment
towards social responsibility.

KFH voluntary team distributes iftar
meals at places that are teeming with
fasting people such as Nayef Palace,
Souq Al-Mubarakeya in addition to oth-

er places in Kuwait.  KFH’s efforts in
Ramadan underline the bank’s role in
the field of social responsibility, and
contributes in strengthening the social
ties. KFH voluntary team prepares and
distributes over 600 meals daily until
end of Ramadan. 

KFH’s Ramadan program includes vari-
ous social and humanitarian events and
activities stemming from the bank’s
endeavors to solidify its commitment
towards the society, while supporting all
social and humanitarian initiatives.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
took part in organizing Al-Qiyam prayer
held at the state’s Grand Mosque as
part of its social responsibility and in
continuation of its eventful Ramadan
program and charitable activities.

KFH voluntary team provided
wheelchairs and hospitality service to
worshippers and the personnel at the
mosque. This step contributes in fur-
ther bolstering KFH relationship with
the society, yet reinforces KFH pio-
neering role in assuming the social
responsibility. It is worth noting that
KFH’s team worked in collaboration
with the concerned parties to organize
Al-Qiyam prayer at the grand Mosque.
Such initiatives underline KFH’s interest
in having strong social and humanitari-
an relationships with the society, yet
reflect its firm belief in its ongoing com-
mitment to assume social and humani-
tarian responsibility. Meanwhile, The
Administration of the Capital

Mosques applauded KFH’s initiative
and expressed their thanks and
gratitude to the bank.

This initiative comes as part of the
bank’s Ramadan program “Increase
Good Deeds in Ramadan 3” that

includes various social and humani-
tarian events and activities stemming
from the bank’s endeavors to solidify
its commitment towards the society,
while supporting all social and
humanitarian initiatives.

KFH participates in organizing
Qiyam Prayer at Grand Mosque
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DOHA: Qatar yesterday denounced a sweep-
ing list of demands from Saudi Arabia and its
allies in an escalating Gulf diplomatic crisis as
unreasonable and an impingement on the
emirate’s sovereignty. Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
the United Arab Emirates and Egypt want
Qatar to meet the 13-point ultimatum in
return for an end to a nearly three-week-old
diplomatic and trade “blockade” of the emi-
rate. Qatar has been given 10 days to meet the
demands, which apparently include a call to
close down broadcaster Al-Jazeera, but Doha
said the requests were unrealistic.

“This list of demands confirms what Qatar
has said from the beginning - the illegal block-
ade has nothing to do with combating terror-
ism, it is about limiting Qatar’s sovereignty,
and outsourcing our foreign policy,” said
Sheikh Saif bin Ahmed Al-Thani, head of
Qatar’s government communications office, in
a statement. “The US secretary of state recent-
ly called upon the blockading nations to pro-
duce a list of grievances that was ‘reasonable
and actionable’. The British foreign secretary
asked that the demands be ‘measured and
realistic’. This list does not satisfy that criteria.”

The four Arab governments delivered the
demands to Qatar through mediator Kuwait
on Thursday, more than two weeks after sever-
ing all ties with the emirate and imposing an
embargo. The document has not been pub-
lished but has been widely leaked and the
demands are sweeping in their scope. They
include the closure of Al-Jazeera television, a
long-standing source of conflict between
Doha and neighboring countries which accuse
it of fomenting regional strife.

“The measures that have been taken are
there to stay until there is a long-term solution
to the issue,” Emirati Ambassador to the US
Yousef Al-Otaiba said in an interview.
Suggesting the penalties would only be eco-
nomic and diplomatic, he said “there is no mili-
tary element to this whatsoever”. Having
urged Qatar’s neighbors to come up with “rea-
sonable and actionable” demands, the US
sought to distance itself from the crisis the day
after the Arab countries issued a list that
included several provisions Qatar had already
declared it could not or would not accept.  

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has tried to

mediate and earlier this week called on the
Arab nations to limit themselves to “reason-
able and actionable” demands. That call
appeared to have been roundly ignored, and it
was the Kuwaitis - who also offered to medi-
ate - who delivered the list Thursday to Qatar.
“This is an Arab issue that requires an Arab
solution,” Otaiba said.  “ That ’s  why the
Kuwaitis will take the lead in the negotiation.”
That’s just fine, the US said. At the White
House, spokesman Sean Spicer called it a
“family issue” among Arab states and
declined to say whether the newly articulat-
ed demands were legitimate. “This is some-
thing that they want to and should work out
for themselves,” Spicer said.

Qatar faces Gulf ‘divorce’ 
The ultimatum also include calls for Doha

to cut ties to groups including the Muslim
Brotherhood, the Islamic State organization,
Al-Qaeda and Lebanon’s Iran-backed
Hezbollah movement. Qatar has also been
asked to hand over opposition figures wanted
by its three neighbors and Egypt and to down-

grade diplomatic ties with Iran. Notably, it has
also been told to shut a Turkish military base
in the emirate. Qatar’s foreign affair ministry
said it was “studying” the list, “in order to
prepare an appropriate response”. The sanc-
tioning countries demanded Qatar pay them
reparat ions for  any damage or  costs
incurred due to Qatari policies. Compliance
with the demands would be monitored, with
monthly reports in the first year, then every
three months the next year, then annually
for 10 years.

The most powerful country in the region to
back the Qatari side in the dispute has been
Turkey, whose President Tayyip Erdogan has
his roots in an Islamist political party similar to
movements that Qatar has backed in the
region. Days after the sanctions were imposed,
Turkey rushed through legislation to send
more troops to its base in Qatar as a sign of
support. Defense Minister Fikri Isik rejected
the demand to close the base, saying it would
represent interference in Ankara’s relations
with Doha. Instead, Turkey might bolster its
presence. “Strengthening the Turkish base

would be a positive step in terms of the Gulf’s
security,” he said. “Re-evaluating the base
agreement with Qatar is not on our agenda.”

Meshal Hamad Al-Thani, Qatar’s ambassa-
dor to the United States, tweeted that the list
was meant to “punish Qatar for its independ-
ence”. “I can assure you that our situation
today is very comfortable,” he told AP. “Qatar
could continue forever like that with no prob-
lems.” Asked whether Qatar felt pressure to
resolve the crisis quickly, he said: “Not at all.”
“This reflects basically an attempt from these
countries to suppress free media and also
undermine our sovereignty,” said the Qatari
envoy. “They are trying to impose their views
on how the issues need to be dealt with in the
Middle East. They are bullies,” he added.

Qatar was warned by one of its most hawk-
ish critics in the region that unless it meets the
list of demands, Doha faces “divorce” from its
Gulf neighbors. Anwar Gargash, the UAE’s
state minister for foreign affairs, said Qatar
should yield to the demands. “It would be wis-
er that (Qatar) deal seriously with the
demands and concerns of the neighbors or a
divorce will take place,” he wrote on Twitter.
The demands confirm that “the crisis is pro-
found”, Gargash added. He also said Qatar
leaked the document containing the demands
by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt,
which cut diplomatic ties earlier this month,
accusing Qatar of sponsoring terrorism. Qatar
strongly denies such charges.

‘Attempt to silence’ 
Al-Jazeera, one of the largest news organi-

zations in the world, responded to the
demands by saying it “deplores” calls for it to
be taken off air. “We in the network believe
that any call for closing down Al-Jazeera is
nothing but an attempt to silence the freedom
of expression in the region and to suppress
people’s right to information,” the broadcaster
said in a statement. In the other official
response out of Qatar, its Human Rights
Committee said the demands represented
“gross violations” of basic rights.

Qatar is a member of the Gulf Cooperation
Council with Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE. As well as cutting diplo-
matic ties, Qatar’s neighbors closed their air
space to Qatari carriers and blocked the emi-

rate’s only land border, vital for its food
imports. Qatar is home to the largest US base
in the region, Al-Udeid, and Bahrain is home to
the Fifth Fleet of the United States Navy.

Tillerson’s spokeswoman Heather Nauert
said Tuesday the United States was “mystified”
that Saudi Arabia and its Gulf allies had failed
to present details justifying their embargo on
Qatar. US President Donald Trump, however,
has made statements siding with Saudi Arabia
in the crisis. British Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson said Friday that any conditions placed
on Qatar should be “measured and realistic”.

The uncompromising demands leave little
prospect for a quick end to the biggest diplo-
matic crisis for years between Sunni Arab Gulf
states, regional analysts said. “The demands
are so aggressive that it makes it close to
impossible to currently see a resolution of that
conflict,” said Olivier Jakob, a strategist at
Switzerland-based oil consultancy
Petromatrix. Ibrahim Fraihat, Conflict
Resolution Professor at the Doha Institute for
Graduate Studies, forecast a prolonged stand-
off. Qatar will reject the demands as a “non-
starter”, he said, and its neighbors had already
escalated as far as they were likely to go.
“Military action remains unlikely at the
moment so the outcome after the deadline
would be a political stalemate...”

Qataris who spoke to Reuters described the
demands as unreasonable, particularly the clo-
sure of Jazeera, which millions of Arabs see as
an important outlet for voices willing to chal-
lenge the region’s authoritarian rulers, but
which neighboring governments call a con-
duit for Islamist propaganda. “Imagine another
country demanding that CNN be closed,” 40-
year-old Haseeb Mansour, who works for tele-
com operator Ooredoo, said.

Abdullah Al-Muhanadi, a retired public sec-
tor worker shopping for groceries in Doha on
Friday morning, said the boycott must be lift-
ed before negotiations to resolve the dispute
could start. “There’s a lot on the list that is sim-
ply not true or unreasonable, so how can we
comply?” he said. “There are no IRGC (Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps) elements in Qatar
and the agreement with Turkey is a long-
standing diplomatic agreement so we cannot
ask them to leave.”  — Agencies 

Qatar says ultimatum unreasonable
Doha given 10 days to comply * Turkey rejects call to shut base

WASHINGTON: The Trump administration
has authorized the sale of unarmed surveil-
lance drones to India, the manufacturer said
Friday, as the two nations’ leaders prepare for
their first face-to-face meeting. India initiated
its request to buy 22 Guardian MQ-9B
unmanned aircraft for maritime surveillance
last year. The deal is estimated to be worth
about $2 billion. The offer is still subject to
congressional approval.

The green light from the administration
marks a further deepening in defense ties
as India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
meets with US President Donald Trump at
the White House on Monday. Modi’s two-
day visit to Washington, which starts today,
takes place amid uncertainty over the rela-
tionship because of differences on trade
and other issues. So far in his presidency,
Trump has focused on outreach to China,
India’s strategic rival, as he looks to Beijing
to rein in North Korea. But Washington and
New Delhi share concerns about China’s rise
as a military power.

India reportedly wants the drones for sur-
veillance of the Indian Ocean - waters that
China’s navy increasingly traverses after estab-
lishing its first overseas base in the Horn of
Africa nation of Djibouti. India’s archrival
Pakistan would also likely be opposed to the
drone sale. “We are pleased that the US gov-
ernment has cleared the way for the sale of
the MQ-9B Guardian to the Indian govern-
ment,” Linden Blue, CEO of the manufacturer,
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, said in
a statement. Blue added that it would “signifi-
cantly enhance India’s sovereign maritime
domain awareness in the Indo-Pacific.”

A congressional staffer familiar with the
matter confirmed the administration has
approved the sale.  The staffer  was not
authorized to discuss the potential deal and
requested anonymity.  David McKeeby,
spokesman for the State Department bureau
of political-military affairs, said it does not
comment on proposed defense sales before
Congress is formally notified. A senior White
House official said Friday that the US is inter-
ested in providing India the kind of high
technology it provides to its closest allies
and defense partners. That is important to
the strategic partnership and for coopera-
tion in areas like the Indian Ocean, and also
creates US jobs,  said the off ic ial ,  who
requested anonymity to brief reporters on
the preparations for Modi’s visit.

India does not have a formal alliance with
the US, but defense ties have intensified in
recent years with joint drills between the two
militaries and defense sales. The South Asian
nation, which has traditionally bought most of

its defense equipment from Russia, is looking
to upgrade its capabilities. Since 2008, India
has signed more than $15 bill ion in US
defense contracts, including for C-130J and C-
17 transport aircraft, P-8I maritime patrol air-
craft,  Harpoon missiles and Apache and
Chinook helicopters.

Ashley Tellis, an expert on South Asia at
the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, said the US decision to offer the
Guardian aircraft to India is significant as the
US has a standing policy of declining export
of such advanced drones other than to allies
involved in combined operations with US
forces. “Much bureaucratic china within the
US government had to be broken to get to
this decision,” he said.

There could stil l  be pushback from
Congress. While there is bipartisan support for
closer US-India security ties, some lawmakers
remain wary of the export of US drone tech-
nology to non-allies. Modi, a Hindu national-
ist, will be making his fourth visit to the US
since he took office in 2014. He forged a
strong relationship with President Barack
Obama, and on his last visit in June 2016, he
addressed Congress and described the US as
an “indispensable partner”.

The visit is likely to be lower key and aimed

at building a personal bond between the two
leaders, who have spoken twice by phone
since Trump took office. Modi will be the first
foreign dignitary to be hosted for dinner at
the White House during Trump’s presidency.
They share a populist streak and a knack for
using social media, and are likely to find com-
mon ground on combating Islamic extremism.
Modi will be urging a tougher stance on
Pakistan over militants that India blames for
attacks on its territory.

But there could be increased strains on
trade issues. India is among nations singled
out by the Trump administration for their
trade surpluses with the US, which in India’s
case totaled $30.8 billion in 2016. New Delhi
is also closely watching the administration’s
review of the H1B visa program, under
which thousands of skilled Indian workers
come to the US. 

New Delhi was irked by Trump’s decision
to pull out of the Paris climate accord. In
making the announcement, the US presi-
dent said New Delhi had made its participa-
tion “contingent on receiving billions and
billions and billions of dollars in foreign aid.”
India denies that and says it will continue to
be part of the accord, regardless of US par-
ticipation. —AP 

BERLIN: Germany was bracing for
panda mania as furry ambassadors
arrive from China yesterday, destined
for a new life as stars of Berlin’s pre-
mier zoo. The pair, named Meng Meng
and Jiao Qing, will be jetting in on a
special Lufthansa cargo plane, accom-
panied by two Chinese panda special-
ists, the Berlin Zoo’s chief vet and a
ton of bamboo.

Berlin’s mayor, China’s ambassa-
dor to Germany and a gaggle of
journalists wil l  greet the VIPs as
LH8415 pulls to a stop on the tar-
mac of Schoenefeld airport. After
just over a week’s acclimatization,
they will be unveiled to the public
by no less than Chancellor Angela
Merkel and Chinese President Xi
Jinping, most likely two days before
the G20 summit of world leaders
hosted by Germany. Famed for its
“panda diplomacy”, China has dis-
patched its national treasure to only
about a dozen countries as a symbol
of close relations.

Export giants Germany and China
have nurtured increasingly close
economic ties, and over the last year
the have also taken on the leading
role in championing free trade as
Donald Trump shifts the US away
from market liberalization with his
“America First” push.”The Chinese
see the pandas as Chinese brand
ambassadors. China obviously has an
image problem in Europe and giving
pandas is a very smart and easy way
to win hearts,” said Bernhard Bartsch
from the Bertelsmann Foundation
think tank in Berlin. The “pandas will
lend a very positive spin in German
media to the visit by Xi Jinping in
July,” he added.

Bamboo snacks
The excitement over the two bears

is evident in the run-up to their
arrival, with the zoo publishing a dai-
ly updated blog about the pair.”We
are obviously nervous now because
everything must go well,” Berlin Zoo
director Andreas Knieriem told SWR

radio on Friday. “There’s a plane fly-
ing them in exclusively, and the flight
route-Chengdu to Berlin-is not a usu-
al route. But I think we are well pre-
pared,” he said.

The 12 hour, 20 minute journey to
Germany has been carefully pre -
pared, with “bamboo snacks” to keep
the pandas happy and absorbent
mats to ensure the transport box
stays dry and odourless. And their
new home at Berlin’s zoo will meas-
ure about 5,500 square meters
(59,000 square feet) and comes fitted
with a wooded climbing area and an
artificial stream.  

Meng Meng means “dream” in
Chinese, while Jiao Qing translates as
“darling”, though the Chinese characters
are a composite of “tender” and “festive”
or “celebration”. But the honour of host-
ing them does not come cheap.

The zoo will pay $15 million (13.4
million euros) for a 15-year contract
to host them, with most of the mon-
ey going towards a conservation
and breeding research program in
China. And the pandas’ main dish-
bamboo-will cost tens of thousands
of  euros each year.  The zoo wi l l
probably look to offset part of its
outlays through panda-themed mer-
chandising.  Ultimately, it hopes that
the pair will produce babies, even if
experts have warned that panda
reproduction is a fine art.

Panda expert Jerome Pouille said
that “the female is only receptive to a
male for about 24 to 48 hours a year”,
adding that there was little chance
of a cub within the first three years.
China has previously given three
pandas to Germany, but the last one,
34-year-old Bao Bao, died in Berlin in
2012, having become the oldest
male panda in the world.  About
1,864 pandas remain in the wild in
China, up from around 1,000 in the
late 1970s, according to the environ-
mental group WWF. Just over 400
pandas l ive in zoos around the
world, in conservation projects set
up with Beijing. — AFP

A Qatari officer checks the vehicle of a Saudi citizen on the Qatari side of the Abu Samrah
border crossing with Saudi Arabia on Friday. — AFP 

Panda mania 
hits Germany 

Trump OKs $2bn drone sales to India 

LISBON: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (left) and Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio
Costa clasp hands at the Necessidades Palace, the Portuguese Foreign Ministry, yesterday.
Modi is on a one-day visit to Portugal. —AP 

China’s cuddly envoys arrive
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CATATUMBO, Colombia: This handout picture shows the two Dutch journal-
ists Derk Johannes Bolt and Eugenio Ernest Marie Follender after being
released by National Liberation Army (ELN) guerrillas yesterday. —AFP

BOGOTA: Rebels with Colombia’s National
Liberation Army (ELN) group have freed two
Dutch journalists snatched days ago in the
country’s northeast, officials said yesterday.
Colombia’s ombudsman office, which handles
human rights issues, wrote on Twitter that the
rebel group freed reporter Derk Johannes Bolt,
62, and his cameraman Eugenio Ernest Marie
Follender, 58, in a rural area of Norte de
Santander state.

The office posted an accompanying photo
purporting to show the pair, pictured with some
of the rebels, along with Colombian human
rights officials. The news came after rebels
issued what turned out to be an erroneous
announcement earlier Friday stating that the
two men, who were kidnapped on June 19, had
been released. Dutch Foreign Minister Bert
Koenders early yesterday confirmed that the
journalists had been freed.

“Derk Bolt and Eugenio Follender were
released today in the very dangerous region of
Catatumbo in northern Colombia,” he said,
adding that the families of both men have been
informed and that the ambassador has been
able to speak with them.  “They are doing pretty
well considering the circumstances,” Koenders
said. “We’ve been in constant contact with the
Colombian authorities who have worked hard
on freeing them. I have a lot of appreciation and
am grateful for their contribution,” Koenders
added. “This is very good news. I am enormously
pleased that this kidnapping has ended so
quickly.”

A short time later, the Dutch diplomat issued
a follow-up statement, relating details from a
brief conversation he was able to have with one
of the journalists. “Bolt was able to talk and very
relieved. They are now facing a journey back
through the jungle. We are putting everything in

motion in order to bring them back to The
Netherlands as quickly as possible,” Koenders
said. Officials feared the high-profile kidnapping
could disrupt peace talks between the ELN and
the Colombian government.

The journalists work for Spoorloos, a pro-
gram on Kro-Ncrv TV that helps Dutch people
trace their biological relatives around the
world. “We are pleased and relieved that Derk
Bolt and Eugenio Follender are free. We are
grateful to everyone who has worked to
release Derk and Eugenio. In particular, we
thank the foreign ministry. They have really
done everything in The Hague and in Colombia
in order to bring this about,” the news broad-
caster said in a statement.

Like the families, we were very concerned
about our close colleagues at KRO-NCRV. We are
very happy that they can go home.” The editor at
Spoorlos assured Dutch broadcaster NPO Radio
4 that there had been no ransom demanded.
“They were abducted by mistake. It does not
appear to have been planned,” Spoorloos editor
Paul Vertegaal said. “They seem to have been in
the wrong place last Saturday.”

The government of Colombia’s President Juan
Manuel Santos and ELN opened peace talks on
Feb 7 in Quito, Ecuador, after nearly four years of
secret negotiations. The ELN, with 1,500 fighters, is
the last guerrilla group still active in Colombia. The
government is seeking a “complete peace” with
the ELN after reaching a peace accord last year
with the much larger FARC - the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia. The Colombian civil
conflict erupted in 1964 when the FARC and ELN
took up arms for rural land rights. The fighting,
which over the years drew in various rebel and
paramilitary groups and drug gangs as well as
state forces, has left at least 260,000 people dead,
according to authorities. —AFP

Colombia’s ELN rebels 
free 2 Dutch reporters

WASHINGTON: The Qatar crisis presents Rex
Tillerson with his first challenge as
Washington’s top diplomat and an opportu-
nity for the former oilman to use his vast net-
work of contacts. But while his former life as
chief of energy giant ExxonMobil prepared
Tillerson well, he does have one potential
handicap - his new boss, President Donald
Trump. While Trump has claimed credit for
Saudi Arabia’s air and land blockade of its gas-
rich neighbor, Tillerson has urged an end to
the embargo and restored alliances.

That differing approach could make the
secretary of state’s task difficult at best, but his
friends in Washington say his regional experi-
ence makes him just the man for the job. “If
anyone can do it, it’s him,” says James Jeffrey
of the Washington Institute of Near East
Policy, a former senior diplomat who advised
Tillerson at Exxon. On the face of it, the diplo-
matic standoff in the oil and gas-rich Gulf has
all the makings of a US foreign policy disaster
coming at the worst possible time.

Late last month, Trump made what
appeared at the time a triumphal visit to
Riyadh to unite US friends in the region

against Iranian meddling and Islamist extrem-
ism. But just weeks later, on June 5, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates broke ties with Qatar, accusing its
royal government of backing terrorist groups.
The resulting stand-off left the countries that
host the bulk of US forces in the region -
Turkey, Qatar, Kuwait and Iraq - at odds with
Washington’s other key allies.

Fighter jets 
And it could only strengthen the hand of

Iran, which is confronting US and Saudi inter-
ests through covert operations and proxies in
Syria, Yemen, Iraq and Lebanon. Trump initially
appeared to revel in the situation, praising
Riyadh for standing up to fight terror financing
and accusing Qatar of supporting extremism
at a “high level”. But Tillerson - who has been
asked by the White House to help defuse the
situation - took a different tack, and this week
appeared to be making some progress.

On Tuesday, after the secretary of state
had cancelled a planned visit to Mexico and
spent two frustrating days on the tele-
phone, he issued a strong statement. His

target was not Qatar - although he has been
clear that all countries should do more to
eradicate terror funding - but Riyadh and its
Emirati ally. Tillerson’s spokeswoman,
Heather Nauert, told reporters that
Washington was “mystified” that the Saudis
and Emiratis had not released details of
their allegations against Qatar.

“The more that time goes by, the more
doubt is raised about the actions taken by
Saudi Arabia and the UAE,” she said, before
turning the knife. Were Riyadh’s actions really
about “Qatar’s alleged support for terrorism,
or were they about the long simmering griev-
ances between and among the GCC coun-
tries?” she asked. The statement was a clear
signal that, despite Trump’s rhetoric, official
Washington blames the Saudis for escalating
an unnecessary dispute. It was not the first
such signal from Trump’s top national security
team - whose actions often struggle to speak
louder than the president’s words. 

Terror funds 
A week earlier, Secretary of Defense Jim

Mattis signed a $12 billion deal to sell Qatar -

supposedly a terror sponsor - US-made F-15
fighter jets. In case that wasn’t a strong
enough sign, Tillerson also made what for
him was a rare appearance before reporters
to urge the Saudis to “ease” their embargo.
Will Saudi Arabia and the Emirates listen to
the State Department and the Pentagon, and
seek a face-saving agreement with Qatar that
reunites the allies? Or will they listen to

Trump, who during a Wednesday campaign
speech praised the Saudi king “for fighting
with other countries that have been funding
terrorism”? The key to re-balancing the rela-
tionship will lie with Tillerson. 

“I think he’s doing a good job, and he
knows everybody. He knows the Saudis and
the Qataris very well,” said Jeffrey, a White
House advisor under former president
George W Bush. For Jeffrey, the mistake was
to let Riyadh think Trump had given them a
green light. “It isn’t that you have two sepa-
rate policies. Trump is supporting Mattis and
Tillerson,” Jeffrey argues. “It’s just that Trump
can’t help himself - he communicates in a dif-
ferent sphere through tweets and with his
supporters. It’s not Trump the commander-in-
chief or the president, it’s Trump the leader of
a movement with its own worldview,” he said. 

“It’s going to take a while for the Saudis
and the Emiratis to understand this and not
to take it to the bank, which is what they did.”
On Wednesday, a day after the strong “mysti-
fied” statement, Tillerson announced that
Riyadh had now indeed drawn up a list of
demands. —AFP

Qatar ideal first diplomatic crisis for oilman Tillerson

WASHINGTON: The CIA had top-
level intelligence last August that
Russian President Vladimir Putin
personally ordered an operation to
help Donald Trump win the US
presidential race, the Washington
Post reported Friday. The intelli-
gence shocked the White House
and put US security chiefs on a top-
secret crisis footing to figure out
how to react. But amid confidence
that Democrat Hillary Clinton still
had the election in the bag and
worries over president Barack
Obama himself being seen as
manipulating the election, the
administration delivered warnings
to Moscow but left countermea-
sures until after the vote, the Post
reported.

After Trump’s shock victory,
there were strong regrets among
administration officials that they
had shied from tough action. “From
national security people there was
a sense of immediate introspection,
of, ‘Wow, did we mishandle this,’” a
former administration official told
the newspaper. The Post said that
as soon as the intelligence on Putin
came in, the White House viewed it
as a deep national security threat. A
secret intelligence task force was
created to firm up the information
and come up with possible
responses.

They couldn’t do anything about
embarrassing WikiLeaks revelations
from hacked Clinton emails. The
focus turned to whether Moscow
could disrupt the November 8 vote
itself by hacking voter registration

lists or voting machines, undermin-
ing confidence in the vote tally
itself. Worried about making the sit-
uation worse, the administration
put off retaliating, and instead
delivered stiff warnings directly to
the Russians not to go farther.

At least four direct warnings -
Obama to Putin, spy chief to spy
chief, and via top diplomatic chan-
nels - appeared to have an impact,
officials told the Post. They believe

that Moscow pulled back on any
possible plans to sabotage US vot-
ing operations. “We made the judg-
ment that we had ample time after
the election, regardless of outcome,
for punitive measures,” a senior
administration official told the Post.

Options to retaliate were on the
table early: More crippling sanc-
tions on the Russian economy, leak-
ing information that would embar-

rass Putin diplomatically, and
launching cyberattacks on Russian
infrastructure were high on the list.
But Trump’s shock victory damp-
ened the response. Obama took
modest measures at the end of
December, expelling 35 Russians
and adding to existing sanctions.
He also, according to the Post,
authorized a plan to place cyberat-
tack implants in the systems of criti-
cal Russian infrastructure. 

But it remains unclear, the Post
said, whether Trump has followed
through with that. Trump on Friday
questioned Obama’s response to
the Russian hacking crisis. “Just out:
The Obama Administration knew
far in advance of November 8th
about election meddling by Russia.
Did nothing about it. WHY?” he
posted on Twitter. In an interview
with Fox News program “Fox and
Friends” that will air Sunday, Trump
groused that Obama’s response did
not get more media coverage. “The
CIA gave him information on Russia
a long time before they even -
before the election. And I hardly
see it. It’s an amazing thing,” Trump
said in an excerpt released by the
program Friday evening. “If he had
the information, why didn’t he do
something about it? He should
have done something about it. But
you don’t read that. It’s quite sad.”

Meanwhile, Trump has no inten-
tion of firing the special counsel
investigating charges of Russian
meddling in the 2016 US election,
even though he questioned the
official’s impartiality in an interview,

the White House said on Friday.
White House spokesman Sean
Spicer told reporters that while
Trump “retains the authority” to dis-
miss special counsel Robert
Mueller, “he has no intention of
doing that”.

Trump voiced concern in a TV
interview on Fox News on Friday
about what he said was the close
relationship between former FBI
Director James Comey and Mueller,
who was named to take over the
Russia investigation after Trump
fired Comey. “He’s very, very good
friends with Comey, which is both-
ersome,” Trump told Fox News.
“Look, there has been no obstruc-
tion. There has been no collusion.
There has been leaking by Comey.”

Lawmakers investigating allega-
tions of Russian interference in the
2016 US election have raised ques-
tions about whether Comey’s May 9
firing was an attempt by Trump to
stop the Russia probe. While White
House officials have said the firing
was due to concerns about
Comey’s actions at the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Trump told
an interviewer the Russia investiga-
tion was one of his concerns in tak-
ing the action.

But the president insists his cam-
paign did not collude with Russia and
that his firing of Comey did not
obstruct justice. “There’s been no collu-
sion, no obstruction and virtually every-
body agrees to that,” Trump told Fox,
adding that Mueller “is an honorable
man and hopefully he’ll come up with
an honorable solution”. —Agencies

CIA knew Putin sought to 
boost Trump in elections
Trump does not intend to fire investigator Mueller

US President
Donald Trump

QUEBEC CITY: Tattooed and wearing a black
t-shirt emblazoned with a wolf paw, Patrick
Beaudry admits being in the second year of a
political movement “that is perhaps more rad-
ical” than others. La Meute, a far-right group
in Quebec of which he is a founder, does not
promote extremist or racist views, he insists,
while confessing a lik ing for the French
National Front of Marine Le Pen. His motiva-
tion, however, is unequivocal. “Our fight is
with radical Islam,” Beaudry told AFP.

La Meute is not a lone actor in Quebec.
Other groups seeking independence or
opposing immigration include Soldiers of
Oden and the Federation of Native Quebecers
(FQS). They are all close or affiliated to the far-
right. Engaged by issues such as secularism or
the veiling of Muslim women, they are no
longer shy to speak out to try and influence
political debate. “What I  hear from the
National Front charms me,” says Beaudry, who
also agrees with the position of the FQS,
which welcomed Le Pen’s recent visit to
Quebec, which proved fertile ground.

About 20 percent of expatriates in the
province voted for Le Pen in French presiden-
tial elections in April - twice the rate of sup-
port of French citizens residing throughout
Canada. Membership of groups such as La
Meute - some of which are interlaced and
affiliated with international organizations -
range from a few dozen to thousands. Most
are held together by the charisma of their
leader. “A group can disappear overnight
because of an internal schism or a decision by
its members to self-dissolve or go under-
ground,” said Aurelie Campana, a far-right
specialist in Canada. But the movements are
undoubtedly coming out of the woodwork.

Refugee tensions 
“Until very recently, these extreme right-

wing groups refused to be part of political
debates and public discourse,” said the profes-
sor at Laval University in Quebec City. “Many
associate the extreme right with racism and,
to say racist is to be stigmatized. These groups
want to seen as legitimate,” Campana added.
Tensions, however, have run high. Last fall, 50
far right sympathizers protested outside the
Quebec legislature waving placards that read:
“Death to Terrorists, Islam out.”

And in March, nearly 200 demonstrated
against a motion in Canada’s parliament con-
demning Islamaphobia. The motion was
adopted after a shooting rampage at a
mosque in Quebec City killed six worshippers.
The far right quickly distanced itself from the
action of the young attacker seemingly
inspired by their rhetoric who is now in cus-
tody awaiting prosecution. A refugee group
also noted that shooter Alexandre
Bissonnette espoused in online posts posi-
tions taken by US President Donald Trump, Le
Pen and a Quebec group that rejects multicul-
turalism.

But, like their brethren in Europe, the far-
right groups in Canada have taken a firm
stand against immigration, seizing on prob-
lems arising from Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s welcoming of 40,000 Syrian

refugees. “Extreme right-wing groups in
Quebec have a number of objectives,” said
Maxime Fiset, a former FQS member. They are
“anti-immigrant, ultra-nationalist or neo-fas-
cist,” and see secularism as a means to combat
radical Islam, he said.

La Meute and its contemporaries hope to
make a breakthrough in next year’s elections
in the French-speaking province where liber-
als now rule. Horizon Quebec Actuel, another
party affiliated with France’s National Front,
contested a by-election in late May in
Montreal. Its campaign posters featured the
split image of a young woman wearing a blue
bonnet on one side and a black veil (niqab) on
the other. “We ask immigrants to adopt the
customs of the people of Quebec, it has noth-
ing to do with racism,” said its leader
Alexandre Cormier-Denis. —AFP 

Quebec extremists come out of shadows

Rex Tillerson

STONEHAM-ET-TEWKESBURY, Canada: Former military member Patrick Beaudry, co-
founder of the far right group “La Meute”, poses on April 25, 2017. —AFP

MOSUL: Iraqi forces opened exit routes for
hundreds of civilians to flee the Old City of
Mosul yesterday as they battled to retake the
ancient quarter from Islamic State militants
mounting a last stand in what was the de fac-
to capital of their “caliphate”. US-trained urban
warfare units were channelling their
onslaught along two perpendicular streets
that converge in the heart of the Old City, aim-
ing to isolate the jihadist insurgents in four
pockets.

Iraqi authorities are hoping to declare vic-
tory in the northern Iraqi city in the Muslim
Eid holiday, which marks the end of the fast-
ing month of Ramadan, during the next few
days. Helicopter gunships were assisting the
ground thrust, firing at insurgent emplace-
ments in the Old City, a Reuters correspon-
dent reported from a location near the front
lines. The government advance was carving
out escape corridors for civilians marooned
behind Islamic State lines.

There was a steady trickle of fleeing fami-
lies on Saturday, some with injured and mal-
nourished children. “My baby only had bread
and water for the past eight days,” one mother
said. At least 100 civilians reached the safety
of a government-held area west of the Old
City in one 20-minute period, tired, scared and
hungry. Soldiers gave them food and water.
More than 100,000 civilians, of whom half are
believed to be children, remain trapped in the
crumbling old houses of the Old City, with lit-

tle food, water or medical treatment.
The urban-warfare forces were leading the

campaign to clear the Sunni Islamist militants
from the maze of Old City alleyways, moving
on foot house-to-house in locations too
cramped for the use of armoured combat
vehicles. Aid organizations and Iraqi authori-
ties say Islamic State is trying to prevent civil-
ians from leaving so as to use them as human
shields. Hundreds of civilians fleeing the Old
City have been killed in the past three weeks.

A US-led international coalition is provid-
ing ground and air support in the eight-
month-old campaign to seize Mosul, the
largest city the militants came to control in a
shock offensive in Iraq and neighboring Syria
three years ago. US-supported Iraqi govern-
ment offensives have wrested back several
important urban centers in the country’s west
and north from Iskamic State over the past 18
months.

Historic Mosque Blown Up by Militants
Military analysts said Baghdad’s campaign

to recover Mosul gathered pace after Islamic
State blew up the 850-year-old al-Nuri
mosque with its famous leaning minaret on
Wednesday. The mosque’s destruction, while
condemned by Iraqi and UN authorities as
another cultural crime by the jihadists, gave
troops more freedom to press their onslaught
as they no longer had to worry about damag-
ing the ancient site. —Reuters

Iraqi forces free civilians 
in Mosul Old City battles
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PHILADELPHIA: On the menu, the fla-
vor profiles seemed incongruous:
Chinese dumplings, Italian-style roast
pork and a Mexican chicken dish featur-
ing an edible weed. But when dinner
was served, the guests seated and
plates bearing foods of three different
cultures shared, it all made sense. The
meal was part of “Breaking Bread;
Breaking Barriers,”  a yearlong program
that brings people of different back-
grounds together for a meal featuring
their cultural favorites, bridging differ-
ences one plate at a time.

“People cooking and eating together
happens every day, but it doesn’t often
happen across our social boundaries,”
said Anuj Gupta, general manager of
Reading Terminal Market, the historic
and sprawling indoor market and home
to the program. “It’s an incredibly pow-
er ful tool to cut through whatever

social barriers you want to erect.”
Jews and Muslims have shared

Jewish apple cake and baklava as part
of the program. Members of the
African-American and Korean communi-
ties have come together to compare
fried chicken recipes. During the most
recent gathering, residents of the city’s
Chinese and Mexican communities
enjoyed dinner with members of the
Philadelphia Mummers Association, a
10,000-strong civic association behind
the city’s annual New Year’s Day parade.

For much of their history, Mummers
groups included only white men.
Women weren’t allowed in the parade
until a few decades ago. The tradition is
also a family legacy, with many clubs
based in southern Philadelphia. While
the 2017 parade was controversy-free,
past parades were tainted by perform-
ances dubbed racist or culturally insen-

sitive. The Mummers have tried to diver-
sity, creating a division in 2015 specifi-
cally for ethnic groups.

The dinner consisted of Chinese
dumplings with pork or kale; verdolagas
con pollo (verdolagas is an herb also
known as purslane that’s largely consid-
ered a weed by Americans); and roasted
pork rolled with spinach, roasted pep-
pers and provolone cheese, the
Mummer contribution in a nod to a
popular Italian-American dish served on
New Year’s Day.

Before the meal, Chef Alice Ye taught
Mummer Jay Polakoff how to make
Chinese dumplings as the other diners
watched. Someone noted that
Polakoff ’s seemed a little, well, mis-
shapen. “It’s actually a hamentashen,”
Polakoff said, referring to the tri-cor-
nered confection associated with the
Jewish holiday of Purim. — AP 

LONDON: Residents of 650 London flats were
evacuated yesterday due to fire safety fears in
the wake of the Grenfell Tower tragedy, but 83
people refused to leave their homes, according
to local officials. Four of the five Chalcots Estate
towers in Camden, north London, were deemed
unsafe after they were found to use cladding
similar to that on Grenfell, widely blamed for the
rapid spread of the massive blaze last week that
is presumed to have killed 79 people.

“Following extensive joint visits and inspec-
tions the brigade advised that there were a
number of fire safety issues in the buildings and
recommended that residents should not
remain,” said a London Fire Brigade spokesman.
The dramatic decision follows urgent testing of
the towers’ exteriors, which were installed by the
same contractor as the Grenfell Tower. Residents
from all five Chalcots towers were initially evacu-
ated, but one of the five - Blashford - was
deemed safe and residents allowed to return.

Other residents faced chaos, with temporary
accommodation offered in a local leisure center
and hotels, but some refused to move. Camden
Council leader Georgia Gould told BBC News
that 83 residents had refused to leave, adding
the situation “will become a matter for the fire
service”. Resident Renee Williams, 90, said she
and her neighbors had been given no warning.
“No official came and told us what’s going on, I
saw it on the TV so I packed an overnight bag,”
she told the Press Association. “But now they’re
telling us we’re going to be out of our homes for
the next two to four weeks. There’s no organiza-
tion and it’s chaos.”

‘Frightening’ 
Council leader Gould acknowledged it was “a

scary time” but vowed “to make sure that they
stay safe. “The cost we can deal with later,” she
added. The council has been booking hotels
across London and the works are expected to
take up to four weeks. Michelle Urquhart, who
has been living in the Chalcots Estate’s Bray tow-
er, said the situation was “frightening”. “I don’t
know where we are going to go. “One man in a
suit said to me ‘you can’t stay here tonight’.”

In an update early yesterday, Camden Council
said they had secured “hundreds of hotel beds
for Chalcots’ residents”. On Friday, police said
that manslaughter charges could be brought
over the Grenfell inferno, after finding that the
fire started with a faulty fridge and the building’s
cladding had failed safety tests. Fiona
McCormack from the London police said that
tiles and insulation on the outside of the build-
ing “don’t pass any safety tests”. McCormack said
police were investigating companies involved in
the building and refurbishment of the tower,
and possible “health and safety and fire safety
offences”. 

The cladding was installed on the 24-storey
council-owned Grenfell Tower, which was built
in 1974, as part of a refurbishment completed
last year. It has prompted a wider review of
social housing which has identified at least 600
towers in England with similar cladding.

Charity hit 
McCormack said all “complete bodies” had

been removed from the burnt-out tower and

there was “a terrible reality that we may not find
or identify everyone who died due to the
intense heat”.  She said officers had been
through all levels of the tower but that the full
forensic search could take until the end of the
year. Police fear the toll may be higher because
some residents may have been living in the
tower illegally.

Prime Minister Theresa May stressed on
Thursday that all Grenfell victims, regardless of
their immigration status, would be able to
access whatever help they need. May said her
thoughts were with the evacuated Chalcots resi-
dents. “We will work with and support the emer-
gency services and relevant authorities to safe-
guard the public,” she said.

Six men and three women killed in the
Grenfell inferno have been formally identified.
They are Mohammad Alhajali, 23; Khadija Saye,
24; Abufars Ibrahim, 39; Khadija Khalloufi, 52;
and Anthony Disson, 65, while the identities of
three men and one woman have not been made
public at the request of their families. Nine
patients remain in hospital, of which three are in
a critical condition. Meanwhile the government
ordered immediate checks on the Hotpoint
FF175BP fridge freezer model blamed for the
blaze.

A charity single released to raise money for
survivors of the fire reached the top spot in the
British charts on Friday after selling more than
170,000 copies. The track is a cover of Simon and
Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over Troubled Water” by 50
artists including Stormzy, Emeli Sande, Robbie
Williams and Paloma Faith. — AFP 

London towers urgently
evacuated over fire fears 

Dozens refuse to leave

PALERMO: Shortly before 8 am on a sunny
spring morning, Mafia boss Giuseppe Dainotti
was cycling down a quiet street when two men
on a motorbike drew alongside and shot him
three times, killing him on the spot. It was a
classic mob hit in the heart of the Sicilian capi-
tal. People claimed to have seen nothing and
only one person admitted to even hearing the
gunfire. A month on, no one has been arrested.

Released from prison in 2014, Dainotti, 67,
had served more than two decades in jail for
murder. The motive for his own murder are not
clear but police say the first high-profile Mafia
hit in Palermo since 2010 may signal renewed
internal strife. “The Mafia today is in search of a
new leadership at a time when a lot of the old
bosses are coming out of prison,” said Palermo
police chief, Renato Cortese. “The danger is that
some bigwig will be released and try to put the
Mafia back together again,” he told Reuters.

Once all-powerful on Sicily, the world’s most
famous crime gang, known as Cosa Nostra, “Our
Thing”, has been squeezed over the past two
decades, with many bosses put behind bars,
many of its businesses sequestered and many
locals ready to defy it. Despite these setbacks,
no one believes it is dying. Indeed, after years of
decline, with the Calabrian ‘Ndrangheta over-
taking it as Italy’s most powerful mobsters,
prosecutors believe it is trying to rebuild, start-

ing with its drug trade. “The mafia organization
is once again looking to develop and maintain a
total monopoly on the extremely profitable nar-
cotics market,” Matteo Frasca, the head of
Palermo’s Appeals Court, said in a speech in
January. Italian prosecutors say the ‘Ndrangheta
has a stranglehold on cocaine trade, but Cosa
Nostra is a major player in the Italian hashish
market, often importing the drug from northern
Africa and selling it throughout Europe.

In March, police found 400 kg of hashish,
worth an estimated 3 million euros ($3.4 mil-
lion), floating just off the Sicilian coast after a
drop-off went awry. In May, police seized
around 300 kg of hashish in a single raid in
Palermo. “For a while, the Mafia depended on
public work scams and extortion rackets for
much of their money, but with the economy in
such a dire straits here, they are returning to
their old drug habits,” said a senior anti-Mafia
magistrate, who declined to be named because
he was not authorized to speak publicly.

Shopkeepers’ Revolt
Sicily’s economic output fell more than 13

percent between 2008 and 2015 and is only
slowly recovering, while the jobless rate is 22
percent, twice the national average. The deep
recession has made it much more difficult for
hard-up businesses to pay protection money, or

“pizzo” in Italian, to the Mafia and more than
1,000 firms have revolted against paying that in
Palermo alone in little more than a decade.

In May, the trial started of nine men accused
of extorting cash from a dozen stores in the
city’s central Via Maqueda, which were all run by
foreigners,  mainly Bangladeshis.  “I t  is  an
extraordinary affair. For the first time in Palermo,
a group of foreign storekeepers rebelled. They
rebelled together. It was a collective action,”
said Daniele Marannano, coordinator of
Addiopizzo, “Goodbye pizzo”.

Addiopizzo is a grassroots civic movement
that encourages companies to fight back
against Cosa Nostra. “Lots of businesses still pay
the pizzo, but they now want something back
from the Mafia for their money - help fixing
prices in their neighborhood, help keeping diffi-
cult employees in check, help collecting unpaid
bills,” said Marannano.

A local businessman, who declined to be
named because of the sensitivities involved,
said one of the consequences of the Mafia’s
decline was a rise in petty crime. He com-
plained that fruit groves operated by his fami-
ly food company were regularly raided at
night by small-time thieves. “That never used
to happen in the past. A fly couldn’t land on a
fruit tree without permission first from the
Mafia.” — Reuters 

Mafia primed for reversal of fortune

KANO, Nigeria: Okechukwu Ugo has been
left in a predicament after an ultimatum
was issued for all southern Christians of
Igbo heritage to leave Nigeria’s Muslim-
majority north. “I was born in Kano,” the
building materials salesman told AFP in
Sabon Gari, a Christian enclave on the edge
of the country’s biggest northern city. “My
father relocated to Kano from the east more
than 60 years ago. I don’t have any other
place to call home apart from Kano.”

Since the call was made by a Muslim
group, the Arewa Youth Consultative Forum
(AYCF), on June 8, the federal government
in Abuja has repeatedly called for calm. But
the notice to Igbos to leave the north by
October 1 has brought to the fore barely-
concealed ethnic and religious tensions
across Africa’s most-populous nation. In the
Igbo-dominated southeast, the Indigenous
People of Biafra (IPOB) movement, led by
the charismatic Nnamdi Kanu, has been
increasingly saying it wants to go its own
way. Ugo, however, wants nothing to do
with any of it. “The government should end
all these calls for secession in the east and
quit notice to Igbos in the north for national
cohesion,” he said.

Biafra blamed 
Rising communalism and anti-Igbo sen-

timent has been blamed on IPOB, stoked by
memories of 1967 when their predecessors
declared an independent republic of Biafra
in the southeast. The declaration led to a
brutal 30-month civil war and more than
one million deaths, most of them Igbos,
from starvation and disease. Stanley Obiora,
a 40-year-old Igbo trader in Kano, has like
Ugo lived all his life in Sabon Gari and said
Kanu and his ilk don’t speak for him.

“The northern youth said they issued the

ultimatum in reaction to the Biafra agitation
which we, the Igbos in the north, are not
party to,” he added. “We call on our elders
on the east to caution our youth from mak-
ing reckless utterances that put their kins-
men in the north at the receiving end. “The
Igbos have so much investment in the
north. You don’t expect us to leave and
abandon all that we worked to build
overnight.”

North-south divide 
Nigeria is roughly evenly split between

the Muslim-majority north and the largely
Christian south, but the country is made up
of more than 250 ethnic groups. The
biggest is the Hausa-speaking Fulani in the
north, the Yoruba in the southwest and the
Igbo in the southeast. Many have relocated
for economic reasons over the years. The
veteran Nigeria specialist Dmitri-Georges
Lavroff has described the north as “quasi-
feudal and under-developed”.

Northerners feel “alien to the urbanized,
commercial and industrial south, inhabited
by a willingly expansionary people”. They
“have the impression they were economi-
cally ‘colonized’ by the Igbo traders from the
south”, he wrote in a research paper “On the
path of national unity”. Fifty years ago, there
was a massacre of Igbos in the north in
retaliation for a Jan 1966 military coup d’e-
tat seen as orchestrated predominantly by
Igbo army officers. That led to the Igbo dec-
laration of secession.

Obiora pointed out there had been pre-
vious quit notices in the north, adding: “I
hope it all comes to pass, as previous quit
notices.” With memories long and the histo-
ry of what happened next not forgotten,
the authorities are also keen to avoid a rep-
etition at all costs.  — AFP 

North Nigeria Christians 
worried over quit notice

JOHANNESBURG: The brutal death of anti-
apartheid campaigner Ahmed Timol was
allowed to go quietly unsolved in the inter-
ests of South Africa’s democratic reconcilia-
tion. But now more than 45 years after he
fell from a 10th-floor window at a notori-
ous regime security building and died,
Timol’s case is being re-examined following
a campaign to expose the truth led by his
family. Timol, a 30-year-old activist with the
then-banned South African Communist
Party (SACP), was arrested in Johannesburg
on the night of October 22, 1971.

After being held in detention for five
days, he was declared dead following his
plunge from the blue-and-grey police
headquarters onto the pavement below.
Following an investigation by authorities
at the time, the anti-apartheid activist was
found by a judge to have taken his own
life. Their verdict was not open to appeal.
“Murder, in the view of the testimony giv-
en, is excluded and even considering it, is
ludicrous... To accept anything other than
that the deceased jumped out of the win-
dow and fell to the ground can only been
seen as ludicrous,” said the inquest judge, J
J L de Villiers. Case closed.

But Timol’s friends and family would
not be deterred from their pursuit of the
truth. His younger brother, who himself
had been held in the apartheid regime’s
jails, was particularly instrumental in the
campaign for justice. “Whether he was
pushed out of the window or whether he
was forced to jump, one can’t tell. But over
the years I have always said that Ahmed

was k il led in police custody,” said
Mohammad Timol. 

‘He was gruesomely tortured’ 
Imtiaz Cajee, Ahmed Timol’s nephew, is

unequivocal about the events of Oct 1971.
“He was gruesomely tortured and we believe
he was murdered. If you look at the photo-
graphs of his body, nobody can believe he
committed suicide,” he said. “Remember he
was already the 22nd person who died in
police hands in 1971, so they already had a
history of killing people in police detention.”

Timol’s nephew has also championed the
campaign for truth, pursuing many different
avenues, driven by his conviction that his
uncle died unlawfully. Over the years, Imtiaz
Cajee has launched media appeals, created
a foundation, organized exhibitions, pub-
lished a book and even recruited a private
investigator with the help of an NGO. Then
in October last year there was a break-
through - prosecutors finally agreed to re-
open Timol’s case.“We are of the opinion
that there is compelling evidence that
necessitates the reopening of the inquest in
the interest of justice,” the National
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) wrote. A judge
was tasked with examining the case and the
first hearing was scheduled for June 26 at a
Johannesburg court. For Cajee it was a
cathartic victory following a long, emotional
fight. “I have very faint memories of my
uncle. When he was murdered in 1971, I was
merely five-years-old,” he said. “But... from a
very young age, the death of my uncle had
an impact on me.” —AFP 

South Africa confronting 
apartheid custody deaths

LONDON: Residents leave the Taplow Tower residential block on the Chalcots Estate in north London on Friday as it is evacuated
because of fire safety concerns.  — AFP

Meal program bridges divisions, one plate at a time

PRETORIA: Imtiaz Cajee, the nephew of Ahmed Timol, an anti-apartheid activist bru-
tally murdered in police custody in Oct 1971, holds a portrait of his uncle at his
house on May 25, 2017. — AFP 

PHILADELPHIA: Participants in a yearlong ‘Breaking Bread, Breaking Barriers’
program share a meal on June 5, 2017 at Reading Terminal Market. — AP 
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KABUL: The first women settled on this
stony slope outside Kabul in the 1990s
hoping to escape the stigma those like
them are forced to endure. Today it is
known as Afghanistan’s ‘hill of widows’,
home to a cluster of women who have
eked out independence in a society that
shuns and condemns them as immoral.
The rocky summit 15 km southeast of the
capital has gradually been swallowed by
the city, becoming a distant Kabul suburb.
But for its residents, it remains “Zanabad”,
the city of women. 

The matriarch of Zanabad, Bibi ul-Zuqia,
known as “Bibikoh”, died in 2016. Her eld-
est daughter, 38-year-old Anissa Azimi, has
a husband - but in a rare step for married
women in conservative Afghanistan, has
taken up the matriarchal torch.  Their
house is one of the first when you arrive in
Zanabad by a broken track, at the bottom
of a passage barred with a tarp to protect
privacy.  “My mother arrived here 15 years
ago” with her five children, Anissa says, sit-
ting on carpets and assaulted by a swarm
of children. 

Bibikoh lost a first husband, killed by a
rocket, before being remarried to a broth-
er-in-law, who then died from an illness.
She was scratching a living doing laundry
for others, but found Kabul rents too
expensive. In Zanabad, Anissa says, land
was cheap. The first widows had already
begun to lay down their belongings and
their grief in the largely deserted suburb to
form a tightly-knit community-though no
one any longer knows exactly who began
it, and when. 

‘Safe and cheap’ 
“They encouraged the others (widows)

to join them,” says Anissa. “The main idea
was to get a cheap and safe place ... a per-
manent address.” Soon it became a haven
for destitute and desperate women who
had lost their husbands. Bibikoh organized
literacy classes, sewing workshops and
food distributions with the support of an
NGO, says researcher Naheed Esar, who
studied the community for several years
for the Afghan Analysts Network.

Women are perceived as being owned
by their father before becoming their hus-
band’s property. Widows are often rejected
as immoral or regarded as burdens: they
suffer violence, expulsion, ostracism and
sometimes forced remarriage, often with a
brother-in-law, as reported by the UN
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) in a rare
study published in 2014. 

Alone, they are vulnerable. A small mili-
tary post guards the hill. It’s good for pro-
tection, Anissa says. The Taleban are not
very far down the road. But these women
have learned those in authority cannot
always be relied upon. Anissa recalls
policemen coming to tear down the hous-

es the women had painstakingly built
together in Zanabad. The only way to put
them off was with bribes.  “They destroyed
our house like eight or nine times,” says
Anissa, who is now herself a police officer.
“The only option at the end was to give
them little money.”

It is estimated there are as many as 2.5
million widows in Afghanistan today. Often
uneducated and cloistered at home, the
women have few options if their husbands
die. At best, they receive $150 a year from
the government if their husband was killed
in fighting. They survive by doing house-
hold chores, a little sewing, or by sending
their children to beg in the bazaar.

Misery and solidarity 
“In Afghanistan, men usually provide

financial support for women, so it is hard
for women to lose this support,” says
women’s ministry spokeswoman Kobra
Rezai. A policy providing aid for poor
women was approved in 2008 but never
ratified, she adds. A few non-governmental
programs help the widows find a little
autonomy. In front of the former royal
palace in Kabul,  the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) created a
small gardening cooperative where some
100 particularly poor women learned to
work the land. Eighty percent of them are
widows. 

Their destinies have been invariably
cruel: Marghooba Jafary, a widow at 35
with four children, had to marry her 13-
year-old daughter to a forty-year-old man
as she was unable to feed her. He has since
abandoned his teen bride. As Marghooba
tells her story to AFP, she bursts into tears.
The other women sitting around her -
many depressed and unused to having
someone listen to their woes - join in.
Sixteen years after the end of the Taleban
regime, families are bereaved every day by
an intensifying conflict. More than 11,500
civilians were killed in 2016, and at least
800 soldiers and police in three months
this winter. 

Nawzi Fakiri, who says she has been a
widow “since Baba Karmal” - the former
pro-Soviet president in power from 1979
to 1986 - has taken in one displaced moth-
er, Nouria, with her five children. The family
fled Kunduz city in the north after it was
assaulted by the Taliban last summer and
found a safe place staying with Nawzi in
Zanabad. In exchange for their room,
Nouria helps care for Nawzi, who is almost
blind from her cataracts. Zanabad has
been home to as many as 500 widows.
Anissa is trying to keep the list up to date,
but as insecurity spirals more and more
displaced families are seeking refuge in
the outskir ts of Kabul.  She says:
“Everywhere there is war. People are join-
ing us.”  —AFP

Afghan ‘hill of widows’ 
living in a world apart

YANGON: Huddled under umbrellas to
escape a thundering monsoon downpour,
dozens of Muslims stood in line at a Yangon
mosque for a small portion of rice and curry
to break their Ramadan fast. Many would
have normally prayed at Islamic schools that
for six decades - most of them spent under
Myanmar’s former military government - dou-
bled as a place for Muslims to come together
for worship.

But last month the madrassas in eastern
Yangon were closed down by a Buddhist
nationalist mob, one of a growing number of
raids by resurgent hardliners intent on silenc-
ing the maligned minority. “We have faced
more discrimination over the last few years,”
said Hussein, who used to pray at the schools.
Nearby old bearded men used wooden pad-
dles to stir steaming vats of daal, which was
portioned into metal tiffins with rice and
handed to waiting families. 

Muslims only make up some 3-4 percent
of Myanmar’s population, including the
Rohingya minority from western Rakhine
State, but the religion traces its roots in the
country back centuries. Now many are feeling
unwelcome in their own homeland. “When I

was young there was no discrimination. We
were very friendly (with Buddhists), so we
would eat at their homes and they would eat
at ours,” added Hussein, who like many of

Myanmar’s Muslims only goes by one name.
“Now we live in this country and we are not
free to practice our religion.”

Aung Htoo Myint, secretary of the mosque

in Yangon’s poor Thaketa township, said they
had struggled to accommodate the hundreds
forced to join their congregation after Islamic
schools were shuttered. Many from the mainly
Muslim neighborhood braved the monsoon
rains to pray together in the street when this
year’s holy month of Ramadan began, but
local authorities swiftly banned those gather-
ings as well. They have since launched legal
proceedings against three people who
attended a prayer session, arguing the gather-
ing threatened “stability and the rule of law”.

Rising nationalism 
Bo Gyi, a teacher at the madrassas, said

they had been given no details of when the
schools would reopen or what would happen
to the 300 children who studied there. “We
have written letters to the president and
Yangon chief minister as well,” he said, but
there has been no reply. Myanmar has faced
growing criticism for how it treats Muslims,
who now encounter restrictions on who they
can marry and even how many children they
can have under the country’s 2015 Race and
Religion laws.

Tensions have simmered since 2012 when

sectarian violence erupted in Rakhine, killing
around 200 people, mostly Rohingya Muslims,
and driving tens of thousands into displace-
ment camps. The young civilian government
of Aung San Suu Kyi has struggled to contain
anti-Muslim sentiment since militants claim-
ing to represent the Rohingya attacked police
posts late last year. Since then the hardliners
have become increasingly vocal, shutting
down Islamic events, forming a political party
to stand in the 2020 elections and clashing
with Muslims on Yangon’s streets. 

Police have arrested ringleaders behind
the violence, while the country’s top Buddhist
body has banned prominent ultra-nationalist
group Ma Ba Tha - which responded by simply
changing its name. But ordinary Muslims fear
they are now becoming targets in their own
country. Haroon, 57, who has spent his whole
life in Yangon where he works selling chapat-
tis, says he is increasingly worried about the
nationalists. “There is only one group creating
this situation,” he tells AFP inside the house
where he lives with his wife and three chil-
dren, unwilling to say the name Ma Ba Tha out
loud. “If that group disappeared completely,
everything would be peaceful.” —AFP

Myanmar’s Muslims mark Ramadan out in the cold

WASHINGTON: In a highly unusual
intervention, Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson plans to remove Iraq and
Myanmar from a US list of the
world’s worst offenders in the use of
child soldiers, disregarding the rec-
ommendations of State Department
experts and senior US diplomats, US
officials said. The decision, con-
firmed by three US officials, would
break with longstanding protocol at
the State Department over how to
identify offending countries and
could prompt accusations the
Trump administration is prioritizing
security and diplomatic interests
ahead of human rights.

Tillerson overruled his own staff’s
assessments on the use of child sol-
diers in both countries and rejected
the recommendation of senior
diplomats in Asia and the Middle
East who wanted to keep Iraq and
Myanmar on the list, said the offi-
cials, who have knowledge of the
internal deliberations. Tillerson also
rejected an internal State
Department proposal to add
Afghanistan to the list, the three US
officials said.

One official said the decisions
appeared to have been made fol-
lowing pressure from the Pentagon
to avoid complicating assistance to

the Iraqi and Afghan militaries, close
US allies in the fight against Islamist
militants. The officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity. Foreign mili-
taries on the list can face sanctions
including a prohibition on receiving
US military aid, training and US-
made weapons unless the White
House issues a waiver.

Human rights officials expressed
surprise at the delisting, which was
expected to be announced on
Tuesday, the officials said, as part of
the State Department’s annual
Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report. A
State Department official said the
TIP report’s contents were being
kept under wraps until its release
and the department “does not dis-
cuss details of internal delibera-
tions.” The Pentagon did not imme-
diately respond to a request for
comment.

Under the Child Soldiers
Prevention Act of 2008, the US gov-
ernment must be satisfied that “no
children are recruited, conscripted or
otherwise compelled to serve as
child soldiers” in order for a country
to be removed from the list and US
military assistance to resume. In the
lead-up to Tuesday’s report, the State
Department’s Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor, which

researches the issue and helps shape
US policy on it, along with its legal
office and diplomatic bureaus in Asia
and the Middle East concluded that
the evidence merited keeping both
countries on the list, the officials said.
Officials said that although the report
had been finalized there was always
the possibility of last-minute
changes.

Betraying Children
Human Rights Watch said remov-

ing Myanmar, formerly known as
Burma, from the list would be a
“completely premature and disas-
trous action that will effectively
betray more children to continued
servitude and rights abuses”. The
decision also would put the Trump
administration at odds with the
United Nations, which continues to
list the Myanmar military, along with
seven ethnic armed groups, on its
list of entities using and recruiting
child soldiers.

“What’s particularly astonishing
is this move ignores that the UN in
Burma says that it is still receiving
new cases of children being recruit-
ed” by the Myanmar military, said
Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director
at Human Rights Watch. Rights
groups have long accused Myanmar

of using child soldiers. Bordering
both China and India, Myanmar is
also of growing strategic impor-
tance to the United States at a time
of increasing encroachment in the
region by China, which has sought
closer relations with its neighbor.

Iraq, which has received more
than $2 billion in US arms and train-
ing over the last three years, was
added to the State Department’s
“Child Soldier Prevention Act List” in
2016. However, the flow of US assis-
tance has continued. Former
President Barack Obama handed
out full or partial waivers regularly,
including last year to Iraq, Myanmar,
Nigeria, South Sudan and others out
of 10 countries on the list.

Last year’s State Department
report said some militias of Iraq’s
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF),
an umbrella group of mostly Shi’ite
Muslim factions with ties to the
Iraqi government and backed by
Iran, “recruited and used child sol-
diers”. The report said that despite
the PMF being funded by the gov-
ernment, Baghdad struggled to
control all of its factions. “The gov-
ernment did not hold anyone
accountable for child recruitment
and use by the PMF and PMF-affili-
ated militias.” —Reuters

US to drop Iraq, Myanmar 
from child soldiers’ list

Secretary of State Tillerson overrules diplomats

KABUL: In this photograph taken on March 20, 2017, Afghan widow Nawzi Fakiri (center) speaks during an interview at her home,
alongside members of a displaced family from Kunduz, who now live with her, on the Zanabad ‘Widows Hill’. —AFP

MUMBAI: Police, advocates and entrepreneurs
have launched mobile apps and panic buttons to
report abuse against the elderly in India, where
the number of older people living alone has risen,
yet talking about their mistreatment remains
taboo. India has a tradition of honoring older peo-
ple, and of multi-generational families living
together. But with urbanization, nuclear families
and rising longevity, more elderly people are living
by themselves or in care homes.

Nearly half the elderly people surveyed by
non-profit HelpAge India said they had experi-
enced abuse, both at home and in public, with
more women saying they had suffered some form
of mistreatment. Growing awareness of elderly
abuse has led to a host of new apps and technolo-
gies for the elderly or people who witness the
abuse to call for help. “It is unfortunate that we
need such a solution, but that is the reality today,”
said Prasad Bhide, founder of Aaji (meaning

“grandmother”) Care, a mobile and web-based
service that has launched a remote surveillance
system. Aaji Care offers a physical panic button,
which calls five phone numbers, including the
company itself in an emergency. Bhide said he is
also working on a smart device the elderly can use
easily and discreetly to summon help when need-
ed. India has more than 104 million people aged
60 and older, according to official data. The elderly
are forecast to make up a fifth of the country’s total
population by 2050.

An analysis of data from 28 countries, pub-
lished this year by the Lancet Global Health,
revealed nearly one in six people aged 60 and old-
er had been psychologically abused, financially
exploited, neglected, physically hurt or sexually
abused. Abuse against older people is forecast to
rise as their population more than doubles to 2 bil-
lion by 2050, according to the World Health
Organization. —Reuters

Panic buttons, apps come to 
rescue of elderly Indians

YANGON: In this photo taken on June 1, 2017, a Muslim family sits at the
dinner table at home as they break their fast during the Holy Month of
Ramadan. —AFP

CHENNAI: Along the India-Bangladesh border
that runs through India’s eastern state of West
Bengal, human traffickers are buying land,
building homes and enrolling on voter lists to
create cover for their cross-border operations,
campaigners said. “Traffickers operating in bor-
der areas are constantly looking for ways to
legitimize their business,” said Adrian Phillips of
non-profit group Justice and Care, which works
on the prosecution of traffickers and care for
victims. “Purchase of land using fake documents
is ... carried out to gain a foothold, establish
support, a base and build a nexus.”

Thousands of people - largely poor, rural
women and children - are lured to India’s
towns and cities each year by traffickers who
promise good jobs but sell them into prostitu-
tion or domestic servitude. West Bengal state -
which shares a porous border with poorer
neighbors Bangladesh and Nepal and is a
known human trafficking hub for that reason -
registered more than one-third of the total
number of victims in 2016.

A report by Justice and Care and the Indian
Border Security Force last month points to
specific instances where traffickers on both
sides “cement their operations” by buying land
in villages close to the India-Bangladesh bor-
der and enrolling their names in voters lists in
the village councils. The porous, roughly 2,000
km long border running through West Bengal
is demarcated primarily by border pillars and
meanders through villages, agricultural land
and rivers.

Every day it is crossed by thousands of peo-
ple, who share similar ethnic, religious, linguistic
and cultural characteristics. These features
along with the topography make it easy for
infiltrators, smugglers and human traffickers to
cross over into India, security officials say.
“When traffickers produce valid voter cards or
land deeds, it makes surveillance and identifica-
tion even tougher,” a senior Border Security
Force officer told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation, declining to be named.

India - which has an estimated 40 percent of
almost 46 million people enslaved worldwide
according to the 2016 Global Slavery Index - is a
destination and transit point for young girls and
women being trafficked into brothels or
domestic servitude. Traffickers are using fake
documents to buy land or acquire Indian identi-
ty cards, the report said. It gave the example of
“Trafficker 1”, a Bangladeshi citizen who had all
the necessary Indian identity documents,
including a ration card.

He had purchased government-owned land
and built a house on it, using it as a temporary
shelter point for girls being trafficked from
Bangladesh. The researchers discovered that
more than 35 girls trafficked by the person were
working in Mumbai. Describing their journey
from their villages in Bangladesh to brothels in
India, most trafficking victims said they were
“harbored” for a night in a shelter along the bor-
der. These mustering points are grooming
grounds for the girls who are to be sold to
brothels later, the report said. —Reuters

Traffickers buying up land, 
houses to smuggle women 

India mob kills 
Muslim teen in 
beef row, 1 held

NEW DELHI: Indian police yesterday said one per-
son has been arrested after a mob stabbed a Muslim
teenager to death on suspicion of carrying beef, an
offence in many parts of the Hindu-majority coun-
try. Cows are revered by Hindus and slaughtering
them as well as possession or consumption of beef
is banned in most Indian states, with some imposing
life sentences for breaking the law.

Junaid Khan, 15, was travelling from New Delhi
on Friday with three of his brothers when a fight
erupted over seats. Between 15 and 20 men pulled
out knives and set upon the brothers while making
anti-Muslim comments and insisting one of the
packets they were carrying contained beef. While
Khan was stabbed to death, his brother Shakir sus-
tained injuries on the throat, chest and hands,
police said. —AFPv
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PORT MORESBY: Voting began in Papua
New Guinea elections yesterday with the
Pacific nation’s leader urging peaceful
polling to show it has “come of age”, as he
seeks another term to fix an economy
under s iege.  Peter  O’Nei l l ’s  People’s
National Congress won the last election
in 2012, and he has campaigned on deliv-
ering key infrastructure and providing
free education and health to a country
that remains mired in poverty.

He also points to more stability in a
s p r aw l i n g  c r i m e - r i d d e n  l a n d  w h e re
elections have been marred by violence
in the past. “I appeal to all our citizens
to peacefully cast their votes,” said the
prime minister,  with more
than 3,000 candidates from
ove r  4 0  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s
jost l ing for  suppor t .  “Let ’s
show the international com-
munity that PNG has come of
age and will express its dem-
ocratic principles in a man-
ner acceptable to the com-
munity.”

Pol l ing for  the 111-seat
parliament runs for two weeks
until  July 8 with staggered
voting across the vast and
remote country. A result is not
expected until late July. There
is no opinion poll ing in PNG, so it  is
unclear who holds the advantage. But no
party has ever won a majority, meaning a
coalition is likely, held together by strate-
gic political appointments. O’Neill’s main
threat is seen as Don Polye’s Triumph
Heritage Empowerment Party.

Opponents accuse O’Neill of misman-
aging an economy hur t by slumping
global commodity prices,  racking up
debt by recklessly spending to meet his
goals. He has also been tarred by corrup-
tion allegations, surviving a no-confi-
dence vote last year following weeks of

protests and civil disobedience urging
him to resign. “With all the variables at
play this is an educated guess, but my
money is  on O’Nei l l ,” said Melanesia
Program research fellow Jonathan Pryke
at the Lowy Institute in Australia. “Say
what you wil l  about his  pol ic y track
record, he is clearly a master at the game
of politics. Whoever comes into power,
however, will have urgent challenges to
address - first and foremost, the dire state
of the economy.” 

PNG’s largest aid donor Australia has
been working closely with Port Moresby to
ensure the polling passes off smoothly, sup-
plying election experts to train 30,000 local

staff. It has also provided mili-
tary helicopters and planes to
help transport election materi-
als to remote areas of a moun-
tainous country that has some
of the world’s most difficult ter-
rain. More than 10,000 security
personnel have been deployed
to maintain law and order.

Hundreds of observers are
also in the country monitoring
the polls, watching for any
vote -buying as candidates
jockey for a position in gov-
ernment. PNG villagers, who
receive little from the political

system, often see elections as simply a
“time of food” - a reference to the cash,
pigs and other items candidates provide to
win votes. “We will consider whether the
elections have been conducted according
to the standards for democratic elections
to which Papua New Guinea has commit-
ted itself,” said Commonwealth Observer
Group chair Anand Satyanand on the role
his team was playing. He noted the huge
logistical challenges of holding elections in
a country like PNG, where many people
have to walk for hours across rugged coun-
try to cast their vote. —AFP

Voting underway in 
sprawling PNG polls

ULAN BATOR: The waving flags, tri-
umphant song and rousing speeches of
a Mongolian presidential campaign rally
were interrupted by a fight that broke
out in the crowd. A group of men had
entered the event for Democratic Party
candidate Khaltmaa Battulga on Friday
carrying posters denouncing the busi-
nessman, prompting his supporters to

shove the interlopers and tear up their
placards, all the while chanting: “You’re
mixed Chinese! You’re mixed Chinese!”

The jeer - intended to be an insult to
the men’s Mongolian heritage - reflected
the tone of an election marked by anti-
Chinese sentiment and calls to protect
the country’s rich natural resources from
foreign forces. As Mongolia prepares to

go to the polls tomorrow, voters are
grappling with the nation’s complex rela-
tionship with its powerful neighbor, char-
acterized by centuries of historical enmi-
ty and current financial dependence.

Mongolia’s financial fortunes are
closely tied to China, whose slowing
growth has troubled the landlocked
nation’s economy. China is by far the
country’s largest trade partner, with 80
percent of Mongolian exports going
south of the border. Wary of this over-
sized influence, Mongolian presidential
candidates have advocated a “third
neighbor policy ” for focusing
Mongolia’s partnerships beyond Russia
and China.

‘Biggest enemy’ 
A video circulating on Mongolian

social media shows black and white
footage of a lively Chinese community
in Ulan Bator,  fol lowed by cl ips of
Chinese migrants protesting and scuf-
fling with Mongolian authorities. “Many
Chinese people were expelled from
Mongolia decades ago,” the voiceover
says, “but today the Mongolian People’s
Party (MPP) has lost its values and is
running a half-Chinese person in the
election.”

The dramatic intonation refers to
rumors that the candidate for the ruling
MPP, Mieybombo Enkhbold, has Chinese
ancestry. “China has been Mongolia’s

biggest enemy since the time of
Genghis Khan,” Tuvshinbulag Svarikow, a
26-year-old Mongolian-Russian universi-
ty student at the Battulga rally, told AFP.
“Someone with a Chinese background
has no right to represent Mongolia in
the presidential office.”

In response to such suspicions,
Enkhbold has published a family tree
detail ing his l ineage. Sainkhuu
Ganbaatar,  the Mongolian People’s
Revolutionary Party’s candidate, has
done the same. This deliberate move to
prove pure Mongolian origins points to
a degree of nationalism absent from
previous elections, University of British
Columbia Mongolia scholar Julian
Dierkes told AFP. “My sense is that senti-
ment among voters hasn’t changed, but
that politicians are more and more
using nationalism to distract from the
real issues,” he said.

Dierkes observed that this election
has also seen the three candidates more
frequently wearing a “deel,” a traditional
Mongolian outfit, and using “Mongolia”
in their slogans as opposed to simply
“our nation” or “our country”. Enkhbold
has advocated for a “United Mongolia,”
while Battulga’s slogan is “Mongolia will
win.” All three platforms emphasize the
country’s territorial integrity, though its
borders are not disputed.

The idea that China remains
Mongolia’s “enemy” is shared by only a

portion of voters, while others have
been frustrated by the negative cam-
paigning. Nor does it align with current
geopolitics. Bilateral ties have been sta-
ble for decades, receiving a boost last
year through the announcement of a
China-Mongolia-Russia economic corri-
dor to be established as part of China’s
Belt and Road initiative, a global trade
infrastructure program.

Rationality 
While Mongolia’s $5.5 bil l ion

International Monetary Fund-fund
bailout is expected to lessen its depend-
ence on China, Beijing in February also
announced additional financial assis-
tance and favourable loan terms to the
debt-wracked country. China’s central
bank will extend a currency swap line to
Mongolia worth 15 billion yuan ($2.2 bil-
lion). The aid was disclosed a couple
months after Mongolia pledged not to
extend any more invitations to the Dalai
Lama after the Tibetan Buddhist leader’s
visit  to Ulan Bator last November
angered China. “I don’t think (anti-China)
sentiment can win,” Gerel Orgil,  a
Mongolian public opinion analyst, told
AFP. “People are increasingly rational.
They are not thinking about what hap-
pened with China in the past; they’re
thinking about what will happen in their
daily l ives if  the economy doesn’t
improve.” —AFP

Mongolian voters weigh love-hate relationship with China

MARAWI, Philippines: One of
America’s most wanted terrorists may
have escaped a five-week battle with
Islamist militants in a southern
Philippine city, which began with a
raid to capture him, the military said
yesterday. Isnilon Hapilon, a veteran
Filipino militant said to be the leader
of the Islamic State (IS) group in
Southeast Asia, has not been seen in
the battle zone in Marawi City, said
Lieutenant General Carlito Galvez,

head of the military’s Western
Mindanao Command.

An attempt by government troops
to arrest Hapilon in Marawi on May 23
triggered a rampage by Islamist mili-
tants flying black IS flags and backed
by some foreign fighters who seized
parts of the mainly Muslim city.
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
declared martial law in Marawi and

the entire southern region of
Mindanao, unleashing an offensive to
crush what he said was an attempt by
the jihadist group to establish a
province in the area.

“He (Hapilon) has not been seen in
the area. We have some reports that
he was already able to slip somewhere
but as of now we are still confirming
the reports,” Galvez said in an interview
with DZBB radio station. Asked if
Hapilon was on the run, he said: “Yes,

yes because reportedly he suffered a
lot of casualties. Majority of his group,
more than half, were casualties.”

‘Fight to the end’ 
Hapilon was indicted in

Washington for his involvement in the
2001 kidnapping of three Americans
in the Philippines, and has a $5-million
bounty on his head from the US gov-

ernment, which has his name on its
“most wanted” terror list. He leads a
faction of the Philippine militant
group Abu Sayyaf that has pledged
allegiance to IS. Security analysts say
he has been recognized by IS as its
“amir”, or leader, in Southeast Asia, a
region where the group wants to
establish a caliphate.

The military says Hapilon’s group
had joined forces with another armed
militancy, the Maute Group, to launch

the Marawi siege, now in its second
month. Yesterday, security forces con-
tinued intense air raids and artillery
fire on pockets of Marawi still occu-
pied by the militants, while troops
fought house-to-house gun battles.
“We have gained substantial ground,”
said Galvez, the military commander.

But military spokesman Brigadier
General Restituto Padilla said he

expects the fighting to continue for a
while. “These people are suicidal. Our
assessment is that they will really fight
to the end,” Padilla said, also on DZBB.
He said the militants are seeking shel-
ter in bunkers and tunnels built by
Marawi residents to protect them-
selves against possible clan wars and
unrest related to a Muslim insurgency
in Mindanao.

Nearly 300 militants and 67 gov-
ernment troops have been killed in
the fighting, according to official fig-
ures. Galvez said there are “strong indi-
cations” that two or three of the
Maute brothers - among the key play-
ers in the siege - had been killed,
including Omarkhayam Maute,
believed to be the group’s top leader.

Foreign fighters 
Presidential spokesman Ernesto

Abella said in Manila the military is
“validating an intelligence report” that
Malaysian Mahmud bin Ahmad, who
helped lead and finance the Marawi
siege, was killed. When asked about
Mahmud’s reported death, Malaysia’s
Inspector General of Police Khalid Abu
Bakar told AFP in a text message in
Kuala Lumpur: “Not true. He is still
alive.”

Abella said authorities were also
verifying another intelligence report
that 89 foreign fighters are in
Mindanao, entering the region
through the Philippines’ porous mar-
itime borders with Malaysia and
Indonesia. Galvez said troops on
Friday recovered two decomposing
corpses that bore features of people
from the Middle East. Eight other mili-
tants, including those from Chechnya,
Indonesia and Malaysia, had been
killed earlier in the fighting, officials
have said. Indonesia, Malaysia and the
Philippines on June 19 launched joint
patrols on their maritime borders to
block the movement of the militants.
Australia said Friday it will send two
high-tech spy planes to help Filipino
troops fight the militants, joining the
US which has also provided similar
help. —AFP

Wanted terror leader 
may have fled Marawi

Hapilon has not been seen in battle zone

MARAWI: Black smoke billows from burning houses after Philippine air force attack planes
dropped bombs during an aerial bombing at militant position yesterday. —AFP

SEOUL: North Korea said on Friday the death of US
university student Otto Warmbier soon after his
return home was a mystery and dismissed accusa-
tions that Warmbier had died because of torture and
beating during his captivity as “groundless”. North
Korea’s foreign ministry spokesman said Warmbier
was “a victim of the policy of strategic patience” of
former US President Barack Obama whose govern-
ment never requested his release, according to com-
ments carried by the official KCNA agency.

“The fact that Warmbier died suddenly in less
than a week just after his return to the US ... is a mys-
tery to us as well,” KCNA quoted the spokesman as
saying. Warmbier, 22, was arrested while visiting the
reclusive country as a tourist. He was sentenced to 15
years of hard labour for trying to steal an item bear-
ing a propaganda slogan from his hotel, North
Korean state media said. He was sent home last week
suffering from brain damage and in what US doctors
called a state of unresponsive wakefulness. He died
on Monday.

Katina Adams, a spokeswoman for the US State
Department’s East Asia Bureau, said Washington had
repeatedly requested the release of Warmbier under
the Obama administration. A former senior State
Department official said the United States had made
repeated requests for Warmbier’s release on human-
itarian grounds under Obama, including via the
North Korean mission at the United Nations, via the

Swedish mission in Pyongyang, at unofficial talks
with North Korean officials involving former US offi-
cials, and via third parties.

Warmbier’s death fanned a conflict between the
North and the United States that was already aggra-
vated by North Korea’s defiant missile launches and
two nuclear tests since early last year as part of its
effort to build a nuclear-tipped intercontinental bal-
listic missile (ICBM) capable of hitting the US main-
land. A US official said on Thursday that North Korea
had conducted another test of a rocket engine
believed to be linked to Pyongyang’s ICBM program.

‘Clearly a Criminal’
US President Donald Trump blamed “the brutali-

ty of the North Korean regime” for Warmbier’s
death. South Korean President Moon Jae-in, who
had advocated talks with the North, said
Pyongyang had a “heavy responsibility” in the
events leading up to the University of Virginia stu-
dent’s death. The North’s unnamed ministry
spokesman said that such accusations were part of
a smear campaign to slander the country that had
given “medical treatments and care with all sinceri-
ty” to a person who was “clearly a criminal”.

US doctors who travelled to the North last week
to bring Warmbier home recognized that the North
had provided him with medical treatment, the
spokesman said. “To make it clear, we are the

biggest victim of this incident.” North Korea accept-
ed repeated requests from the present US adminis-
tration, the spokesman said, and repatriated the
student on humanitarian grounds “in consideration
of his bad health.”

The exact cause of Warmbier’s death remains
unclear. Officials at the University of Cincinnati
Medical Center, where he was treated after his return,
declined to provide details. His family asked the local
coroner not to perform an autopsy. Thousands of
friends and relatives gathered at Wyoming High
School in suburban Cincinnati on Thursday for a
memorial service for Warmbier, who graduated from
the school as salutatorian in 2013.

After returning from a five-day trip to North
Korea on June 17, former National Basketball
Association star Dennis Rodman suggested on
Friday that his visit may have had something to do
with Pyonyang’s decision to send the student
home. Rodman, who has faced ridicule and criti-
cism for visiting North Korea in the past, has said
he was trying to bring sports to the increasingly
isolated country. “I was just so happy to see the kid
released,” Rodman told ABC News in an interview.
“Some good things came of this trip.” The United
States has demanded North Korea release three
other US citizens it holds in detention: missionary
Kim Dong Chul and academics Tony Kim and Kim
Hak Song. —Reuters

North Korea says US student’s 
death a ‘mystery to us as well’

ULAN BATOR: Mongolian supporters wave during the speech of presi-
dential election candidate Battulga Khaltmaa from the Mongolian
Democracy Party during a rally on Friday. —AFP

HANOI: Vietnamese police detained a
French dissident of Vietnamese descent
for deportation on Friday after the
Communist state revoked his
Vietnamese citizenship last month, his
wife said. Pham Minh Hoang, a 61-year-
old activist and mathematics lecturer,
had dual French and Vietnamese citi-
zenship before Vietnam canceled his cit-
izenship without giving a reason, a
move that drew criticism from human
rights groups.

Despite sweeping reforms to the
economy and growing openness to
social change, the Communist Party
retains tight media censorship and toler-
ates no criticism. Dozens of bloggers
and activists are serving sentences for
crimes against the state. Hoang’s wife, Le
Thi Kieu Oanh, said police came to their
house in Ho Chi Minh city on Friday ask-
ing to carry out a regular check on their
household registration but later forced
Hoang to leave with them and said they
would deport him the next day. “My hus-
band refused to go but three to four
police officers used violence to drag him
out and locked me inside the house...
They also parked a signal-jammer car
right in front of our house,” Oanh said.

The French embassy in Vietnam said
France regretted the Vietnamese
authorities decision to revoke Hoang’s
Vietnamese nationality and to deport
him. “Freedom of expression and of
opinion, notably on the Internet, are
both guaranteed by the international
covenant on civil and political rights to
which Vietnam is a party. France calls
on Vietnamese authorities to ensure
compliance with these commitments”,

the embassy said in a statement sent
to Reuters. Ho Chi Minh police said
they could not provide any informa-
tion on the case.

Hoang was sentenced to three years
in jail for attempted subversion in 2011
but was released after 17 months and
served three years under house arrest.
He frequently posts blogs criticizing the
Vietnamese government. Oanh said the
couple were informed on June 1 by the
French consul-general that Hoang’s
Vietnamese citizenship was being
annulled with a month for him to leave
the country, but they refused to com-
ply. “It’s Hoang’s ideal to stay in Vietnam
to raise a voice and contribute to build-
ing freedom and democracy,” Oanh
said. “After the signal-jammer car left I
called the consul general and he just
said he acknowledged the situation.
What they would do after that, I don’t
know,” she added.

She said the French embassy and
consulate in Vietnam were waiting for
guidance from the French foreign min-
istry because Hoang’s Vietnamese and
French passports have expired.
Vietnam’s foreign ministry spokes-
woman Le Thi Thu Hang last week
defended the decision to revoke
Hoang’s citizenship, saying it was “con-
ducted in accordance with the provi-
sions of Vietnamese law”. Hoang is a
member of California-based Viet Tan, a
group Vietnam considers a terrorist
organization. “The French government
should not take part in the Hanoi
regime’s brazen exile of a well-known
human rights activist,” Viet Tan said in a
statement. —Reuters

Vietnam police detain 
dissident for deportation

Peter O’Neill
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Neither group immediately claimed involvement,
though IS sympathizers online have urged more attacks
as an offensive in Iraq slowly squeezes the extremists out
of Mosul and their de facto capital of Raqqa in Syria
comes under daily bombing from a US-led coalition.

The disrupted attack comes at a sensitive time in
Saudi Arabia. King Salman earlier this week short-circuit-
ed the kingdom’s succession by making his son, Defense
Minister Mohammed bin Salman, first in line to the
throne. The newly appointed 31-year-old Crown Prince is
the architect of Saudi Arabia’s stalemated war in Yemen
against Shiite rebels. 

He has also offered aggressive comments about the
kingdom confronting Shiite power Iran. Both Iran and
Qatar yesterday voiced support for Saudi Arabia over a
suicide bombing near Islam’s holiest site in Makkah
despite their severed ties. The Qatari Foreign Ministry
expressed “solidarity with the brotherly kingdom of Saudi
Arabia”.  Iran’s Foreign Ministry yesterday condemned the
Makkah plot and said it remains willing to work with oth-
er countries in confronting terrorism. Meanwhile, Saudi
Arabia and other Arab countries have cut diplomatic ties
to neighboring Qatar and are trying to isolate the ener-
gy-rich country over its alleged support of militants and
ties to Iran. Qatar long has denied those allegations.

As the Interior Ministry announced the raid, over 1
million Muslim faithful prayed at the Prophet’s Mosque in
Medina to mark the end of Ramadan. In July 2016, a sui-
cide bombing there killed four members of Saudi Arabia’s
security forces. Millions of Muslims from around the

world visit the mosque, the burial site of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), every year as part of their pilgrim-
age. The same day in July, separate suicide bomb attacks
targeted a Shiite mosque in eastern Saudi Arabia and
near the US Consulate in Jiddah.

The Grand Mosque has been the target of militants
before, in part because it represents a symbol of the rul-
ing Al Saud family’s clout in the Islamic world. The Saudi
monarch bears the title of “custodian of the two holy
mosques.” In 1979, some 250 militants seized the mosque
and held it for two weeks as they demanded the royal
family abdicate the throne. When Saudi troops stormed
the mosque, the official death toll was 229, including
extremists and soldiers. Gambrell reported from Dubai,
United Arab Emirates. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has sent a cable to Saudi King
Salman Bin Abdulaziz to express Kuwait’s strong con-
demnation of the terrorist scheme against the Grand
Mosque of Makkah. In his cable, His Highness the Amir
said that this terrorist plot contradicts teachings of
Islam and all religious and human values. His Highness
the Amir also voiced Kuwait’s support to all measures
taken by the Saudi government to maintain the
Kingdom’s security and to counter terrorist plots. He
also reiterated Kuwait’s condemnation of all acts of ter-
rorism and its support to the international efforts to
uproot and dry up resources of terrorists.  His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to
the Saudi King. — Agencies 

Suicide bomber blows himself up as Saudi...
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where it once existed by a river. “It’s the biggest land-
slide in this area since the Wenchuan earthquake,” said
Wang Yongbo, one of the officials in charge of rescue
efforts, referring to the disaster that killed 87,000 people
in 2008 in a town in Sichuan.

More rain forecast
Local police captain Chen Tiebo said the heavy rains

that hit the region in recent days had triggered the land-
slide. “There are several tons of rock” over the village, he
told CCTV. “It’s a seismic area here. There’s not a lot of
vegetation,” Chen said. Trees can help absorb excess rain
and prevent landslides. Tao Jian, director of the local
weather service, told CCTV that the 2008 earthquake
had “weakened the mountain” and that even a small
amount of rain could provoke a geological catastrophe.

President Xi Jinping called for rescuers to “spare no
effort” in their search for survivors and prevent more dis-
asters, state media said. China’s national weather obser-
vatory said more heavy rain was expected in parts of
Sichuan and other southwestern provinces. More than
100 people living close to the landslide have been evac-
uated, Xinhua reported.

Past disasters  
Landslides are a frequent danger in rural and moun-

tainous parts of China, particularly at times of heavy
rains. At least 12 people were killed in January when a
landslide crushed a hotel in central Hubei province.
More than 70 were killed by a landslide in the southern
commercial hub of Shenzhen in December 2015, caused
by the improper storage of waste. One of the deadliest
landslides took place in 1991, when 216 were killed in
southwestern Yunnan province. — AFP 

Landslide buries a village 
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There are a lot of Arabs who want to improve their
English skills. That means that you should be able to
find a language exchange partner. Searching the
internet, or asking around, can help you locate such a
person. I would strongly suggest that each partner
teaches the other using a structured textbook, other-
wise this method just doesn’t seem to work.

Just talk
A lot of people will tell you that if you want to learn

Arabic then you should just talk with people.  It is so
simple right?  Just talk with people in Arabic.  It is easy.
But... wait a minute... if you don’t speak Arabic then how
are you supposed to speak Arabic with people? Perhaps
this is good advice for intermediate and advanced stu-
dents, but I don’t think this will work for beginners,
especially for people like me who are introverts. Also,
there is another problem. Even if you start the conversa-
tion with Arabic, people will try to speak English with
you because they want to practice their English.  If you
go this route, I would suggest buying a phrasebook.

Digital resources
I have found a lot of success using Rosetta Stone. It

is very frustrating at the beginning because there is
no English Translation in the program. I typically like
to put the setting on “Listening and Speaking” only.
Then I make sure to turn off Speech Recognition so
that everything is just listening.  Otherwise, the pro-
gram is way too frustrating.  

Another useful tool is Youtube.  There are many
teachers on Youtube that are making short, entertain-
ing videos to teach Arabic.  Just log on and search for
the phrase “learn Arabic” or “Arabic lesson”.  Finally,
search for apps on your smartphone.  There are a lot
them and they can help you study Arabic when you
are out having fun in Kuwait, or if you need to kill a
few minutes while waiting in line.

Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center is a social

and educational hub for expats in Kuwait whose motto

is: Tolerance, Information, Empowerment, Solidarity.  For

more information, please call 252301015/6 or log onto:

www.tiescenter.net

Learning Arabic

JERUSALEM: Palestinians climb over the Israeli separation barrier in Al Ram, West Bank to attend prayers at Al-
Aqsa mosque compound in Jerusalem. — AP
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By Antoine Pollez

Twelve months after British voters rejected the
EU, university cities such as Canterbury are on
the frontlines of a political realignment shaped

in part by students’ revulsion at Brexit. Britain’s general
election two weeks ago featured a surge in turnout by
younger voters, who plumped by and large for the
opposition Labor party led by socialist firebrand
Jeremy Corbyn. 

That surge powered Labor’s candidate in Canterbury
to victory by just 187 votes, marking the first time the
constituency has failed to return a Conservative MP
since it was created in 1918. The Labor leader’s pledge
to scrap university tuition fees, coupled with his anti-
establishment idealism, were credited with fuelling the
surge. But half of under-35s surveyed in one poll said
Brexit was the “main factor” in their decision to cast a
ballot, contributing to the astonishing win in
Canterbury by Labor candidate Rosie Duffield. 

Duffield had hoped at most to dent her
Conservative opponent’s majority, and concedes she is
“still very shocked” at her triumph. But speaking to
AFP, she stressed: “Our economy is dependent on our
relationship with Europe.” Ironically, abysmal turnout
by younger voters in the Brexit referendum held on
June 23 last year was a major reason why the Leave
camp won, by a margin of 52-48. Labor party critics of
Corbyn, who for years characterized the EU as a pro-
business cabal, say his own failure to campaign more
forcefully for the Remain side contributed to the result. 

‘Sold out’  
Most voters in Canterbury - 53 percent-voted to

stay in the European Union, reflecting the results in
Britain’s other centers of learning, which benefit from
EU research funding and are enriched by the free flow
of European students. The city has 40,000 students,
attending institutions such as the top-ranked
University of Kent and Canterbury Christ Church
University (CCCU), a former seminary adjacent to the
city’s historic cathedral, which is the cradle of the
worldwide Anglican faith.

The county of Kent is Britain’s gateway to Europe,
with the ports of Dover and Folkestone lying on its
southern coast about half an hour ’s drive from
Canterbury. “Brexit has played an enormous role here,”
said the CCCU’s Amelia Hadfield, who holds a chair in
European studies named after Jean Monnet, one of the
EU’s founding fathers. Young people “were genuinely
disappointed” by the Brexit result, “they felt that their
future had been sold out”, she said. “There was a real
determination not to lose that opportunity (of voting)
this time.” In Canterbury, voter registration jumped by
10 percent between the referendum and the general
election as the younger electorate mobilized.

While the city’s Conservative vote held stable, the
Labor vote nearly doubled, depriving the outgoing
Tory MP of a seat he had held since 1987. Tobias Isaac,
19, did not see the point of voting in the referendum
but changed his mind for the election. “I voted Labor
this time, even if my whole family’s voted for the Tories
for years,” he said. Because of results like Canterbury,
Prime Minister Theresa May’s Conservatives lost their
national majority in parliament and are now holding
out for an alliance with a pro-Brexit party from
Northern Ireland.

Last chance?  
Nevertheless, opinion polls point to a strong major-

ity of Britons in favor of honoring the referendum and
turning Brexit into reality. Corbyn’s Labor itself cam-
paigned in the general election to pull Britain out of
the EU, albeit with a stronger emphasis than May on
protecting jobs and livelihoods. There is resentment
among some Conservatives in Canterbury at the elec-
tion shock. John Lemond, 62, accused Corbyn of
extending a “bribe” to students with his manifesto
pledge to cancel tuition fees, which reach thousands
of pounds for every year of study.

The city’s former lord mayor, George Metcalfe, took
issue with the ability of students to register to vote in
either their home town or their city of study. “Our stu-
dents will eventually go home, but we who live here
will be skewed for years by their choice of vote,” the
Tory councilor wrote to The Times newspaper. 

The youth mobilization has stoked anxiety among
right-wing commentators that politicians could row
back on their commitment to Brexit, as the fiendishly
complex process of negotiating Britain’s departure
begins. However, for CCCU literature student Rosie
Jackson-Horn, Brexit is an inescapable reality. She
hopes to pursue a master’s degree in Germany next
year. “Maybe it is our last chance” to study in Europe,
she said. — AFP 
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Dusty teddy bear lies in war-ruined Philippine city
By Ayee Macaraig

Adusty teddy bear strewn on the floor, family photos
on a wall and dried underwear on a clothesline are
among the few remnants of life in deserted homes

of a Philippine city left in ruins by war. A dog eats the car-
cass of a cat on a street littered with rubbish where soldiers
patrol, while military planes and helicopters continue the
relentless bombing of Islamist militants hidden in other
homes a kilometer (half a mile) away.

Nearly all of the 200,000 residents of Marawi have fled
since hundreds of gunmen linked to the Islamic State (IS)
group went on a rampage on May 23, triggering a conflict
that has destroyed entire districts and left the others vul-
nerable to looting. Marawi has long been the Islamic cul-
tural and commercial capital of the mainly Catholic
Philippines, with a lake and cool mountain air making it a
popular summer retreat, but parts now resemble the war-
ravaged Syrian city of Aleppo.

Its residents are left in torment in nearby evacuation
centres or friends’ homes, waiting for the fighting to end
and find out what has become of their homes. “Maybe
there is nothing left. Our home may have been reduced to
ashes. We heard our village was bombed and our house is
just made of wood and bamboo,” Rasmia Abdullah, 24, told
AFP with watering eyes in a crowded gym close to Marawi.
“It’s very painful because we were already rebuilding our
house after a fire when the war broke out. Now we really
have nothing.” 

The war has also ended all types of business in Marawi-a
city renowned for its traders-and locals fear looting has
stripped well-off homes that were known to keep vaults of
cash, jewellery and heirlooms.  But the impact is hardest on
poor residents such as Abdullah, a mother-of-three and a
banana and rice cake vendor, who fled Marawi with only
the clothes on her back and leaving her wares to rot. “If I
could only save the machine I used to make rice cakes, I
would do that to make a living. It pains me that the city I
grew up in, all I worked for was gone and I don’t know how
to bring it back,” she said. 

Massive rehabilitation 
President Rodrigo Duterte declared martial law across

the southern Philippines immediately after the militants
began their rampage in Marawi, which he said was part of
an effort to establish a local IS caliphate.  Duterte has
deployed the full force of his military to end the uprising,
most notably with a US-backed bombing campaign that
has flattened entire neighborhoods.  

However the militants still hold three of the city’s nine
districts, according to the government, using hostages as
human shields while sheltering in bomb-proof base-
ments and countering with brutal urban warfare.  Sixty-
seven soldiers and police have been killed, according to
the military, which estimates nearly 300 militants have
died.As the fighting continues with no signs of a quick
resolution, the government and aid workers are starting
to plan for the rehabilitation of the city on a scale as mas-
sive as for the most powerful typhoons that regularly
smash the Philippines.  

Duterte has promised to set aside 20 billion pesos ($397
million) for the rehabilitation of Marawi, a process the
provincial government expects to take 10 years. Locals

authorities are planning to build tent cities over the next
six months.  In the schools and gymnasiums being used as
evacuation centres, residents’ trauma is compounded by
not knowing what has happened to their homes.  

Vegetable farmer Amerodin Esmayatin, 35, said his
cousins had told him that his house was first looted and
later on bombed. “We were already fleeing for our lives and
yet people still took the little we had,” Esmayatin told AFP
in a displacement camp where he and his family of five
were staying. “I can’t sleep at night thinking about what
happened.” Abdullah said she was haunted by thoughts of
what she would see when she finally did return home. “I
am steeling myself for the time I am able to come back but
I imagine myself crying,” she said. — AFP 

Dr James J Zogby 
President Arab American Institute      

In many ways, the future of Egypt will be shaped by
how the government and the majority of Egyptians
treat the country’s minority Christian community. Will

Egypt be an open, tolerant, and creative society? Or will it
be closed and intolerant, looking backward? This is choice
that Egyptians must make. A few months back I accepted
an invitation to speak at a mid-June conference organ-
ized by Coptic Solidarity, a US organization. 

I did so because I was eager to address the challenges
facing Egypt, in general, and its Coptic community, in par-
ticular. A few days before the event, however, I received
the final list of the conference speakers and the topics to
be discussed. After reviewing the list, I felt obliged to can-
cel. What follows is what I had hoped to discuss at the
event and why I found it necessary to inform the organiz-
ers I would not participate.  

While I am not by profession an “Egypt scholar”, I have
visited the country dozens of times, conducted extensive
polling of Egyptian public opinion, and, on several occa-
sions, lectured at the Al-Ahram Center for Political &
Strategic Studies. Like any person of Arab descent, I love
Egypt and its people, and appreciate the enormous con-
tributions Egyptians have made to Arab culture and
world civilization. I will never forget the expression Jesse
Jackson often used to describe Egypt. He called it “an
essential hinge on which hangs the future stability of
three continents-Europe, Asia, and Africa”. 

What concerns me today is that the hinge is rusted
and in danger of fracturing. Six years of turmoil following
the upheavals of the “Arab Spring” have taken a toll on
Egyptian society. The ossification and corruption of the
Mubarak government gave way to an elected Muslim

Brotherhood government, the policies of which created
an existential crisis for many Egyptians. As they saw their
vision of an open, pluralistic, creative Egypt giving way to
a closed, less tolerant system, they rebelled. The result
was a military takeover that gave way to an elected gov-
ernment that has become increasingly repressive, only
serving to deepen societal divisions.  

All of this has been clear from our polling. Six years ago,
Egyptians told us that their top concerns were jobs, edu-
cation, health care, and an end to corruption and nepo-
tism. During the brief tenure of the Muslim Brotherhood’s
rule, a decisive majority told us that they disapproved of
that party’s efforts to transform Egypt. They wanted
change, but decisively favored national dialogue and rec-
onciliation as the way forward. Today, three-quarters of
Egyptians say their country is moving in the wrong direc-
tion and have little confidence that the future will be bet-
ter. More ominous, our polling also shows demonstrably
less tolerance and acceptance for people of other faiths. 

All of this unrest, uncertainty, and discontent has had
repercussions for Egyptian society. Some supporters of
the deposed Brotherhood have struck out at Christians-
accusing them of complicity in the military action. One
can hardly fault the Coptic leadership. They were and are
in a bind. The intolerant policies of the Brotherhood most
certainly put them at risk. And while the significant ges-
tures of the new government have indicated respect for
Christians and offered them signs of protection, mass
repression and failure to improve the quality of life have
only served to fuel greater discontent, exacerbating sec-
tarian tensions. 

Feeding off this discontent, violent extremist groups
have committed repeated heinous acts of terror against
Christians in an effort to further aggravate the already
deplorable situation. And so, we find the country today

locked in a vicious cycle of repression and violence.
Friends of Egypt are also caught in a bind. Those who
understand Egypt’s important role have attempted to
buttress the state by providing substantial investment to
develop its struggling economy. But they cannot, by
themselves, force the government to make the right deci-
sions and change direction.     

This was the dilemma I had hoped to discuss at the
Coptic Solidarity event and then, just a few days before
the conference, I received the final program and list of
speakers. I was troubled to find that the session at which I
was to appear had changed. I was prepared to address
issues facing the Coptic community in Egypt and how we
might act to support policies that both protect them
now, while helping to move Egypt toward becoming a
more open and tolerant society that respects the rights of
all its citizens. 

Instead I discovered that the title for my session had
been changed to-”The Indigenous Culture of Violence
and Impunity”-implying that there was something
endemic in Egyptian or Muslim culture that was at fault.
While I knew and respected some of the event’s invited
speakers, I was deeply concerned with others, some of
whom represent groups that are on the Southern Poverty
Law Center list of hate groups in America. These are indi-
viduals and organizations that have made a career out of
spreading hurtful anti-Arab and anti-Muslim propaganda. 

They do not work to promote positive change in Egypt
and to help build a more open society that will protect
the rights of all. Instead, they are more focused on wag-
ing a war on Muslims and Islam, in general. Association
with individuals and groups that fan the flames of hatred
and division does not help protect vulnerable Christians
in the Middle East. It may even put them at risk. I, there-
fore, felt compelled to withdraw from the event.  

MARAWI: Photo shows a teddy bear outside an abandoned house near the frontline in Marawi on the southern
island of Mindanao, as fighting between government troops and Islamist militants enters its fourth week. —AFP 

Protecting Egypt and its Coptic Christians
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COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s cricket coach Graham Ford has quit, officials said
yesterday, midway through a 45-month contract and just two weeks
after the team’s early exit from the Champions Trophy. Sri Lanka’s crick-
et board said the 56-year-old South African was ending his second stint
with the team after a “decision arrived at mutually.” No immediate

replacement was announced. Sri Lanka will play a home
series of five ODI matches and one Test against
Zimbabwe from the end of this month. Ford, who was
previously with Sri Lanka from 2012 to 2014, had said

he faced a huge rebuilding task when he returned to
the team in February last year, when the islanders

had dropped down the rankings. Sri Lanka failed to
reach the semi-finals of this month’s eight-team

Champions Trophy in England, and there
have been recriminations with the country’s

sports minister accusing the players of
being too fat.—AFP

MOSCOW: Manchester City goalkeeper Claudio Bravo could play for the
first time since April in today’s Confed Cup clash against Australia, says
Chile’s coach Juan Antonio Pizzi. Bravo, 34, has not played since injuring
his calf in April during a derby against Manchester United. In his absence,
Johnny Herrera was in goal for Chile’s 2-0 win over Cameroon
and Thursday’s 1-1 draw with Germany in Russia. But Bravo,
Chile’s joint most capped player alongside Arsenal’s Alexis
Sanchez, could return to help the Copa America winners
reach the last four. “Claudio is fit and has managed to train
in the last few days and he is ready, we’ll decide who will be
our goalkeeper tomorrow,” said Chile’s coach Juan Antonio
Pizzi yesterday. “We’ll take into account that he hasn’t played
for a while, but he has shown he’s fit in the last few training
sessions.” Chile, the Group B leaders, need only a point
at Moscow’s Spartak Stadium to reach the semis
while the Socceroos must win by three clear goals to
reach the last four. —AFP

BEIJING: Chinese sports authorities have ordered a probe into the deci-
sion by two coaches and three top table tennis stars to quit an interna-
tional tournament in apparent protest at their head coach’s removal. Ma
Long, Fan Zhendong and Xu Xin, who are the top three players in the
world, did not show up for their second round singles matches at the
China Open in the southwestern city of Chengdu on Friday. China’s
General Administration of Sports berated the two coaches and three
players in a statement late Friday. By abandoning the matches, they
“ignored professional ethics, they ignored national honour and inter-
ests, they disrespected the public, they disrespected the opponent”.
“This is extremely wrong,” the statement said, adding that teams and
athletes must put “patriotism and collectivism” first. The body said it had
instructed China’s table tennis association to find out the facts and deal
with it seriously. The International Table Tennis Federation said Friday it
was unclear why the players failed to appear for their matches, but it
noted the crowd “consistently shouted the name of Liu Guoliang”, who
was China’s head coach until Tuesday. —AFP

China orders probe after 
players quit tournament
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Chile’s Bravo poised 
for Confed Cup return

TAEKWONDO

Ford steps down as 
Sri Lanka coach
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MUJU: This picture taken on June 23, 2017 shows World Taekwondo President Chungwon Choue (C) and delegates posing for a photo during the General Assembly on the eve of the 23rd World Taekwondo Championships in southern
county of Muju. World Taekwondo has officially replaced the World Taekwondo Federation (WTF) due to its negative connotations of the acronym, the global governing body for the sport said. — AFP

SEOUL: The World Taekwondo Federation has
changed its name to World Taekwondo after
becoming uncomfortable with the “negative
connotations” of its acronym, WTF.

The body has been named World
Taekwondo Federation since 1973, but it has
been considering a change since the slang
abbreviation ‘WTF’ gained currency on social
media. “In the digital age, the acronym of our
federation has developed negative connota-
tions unrelated to our organisation and so it

was important that we rebranded to better
engage with our fans,” World Taekwondo presi-
dent Chungwon Choue said on the body’s
website.

The rebranding and launch of a new logo
reflect a “commitment to evolving and adapt-
ing to remain relevant with today’s modern
audiences”, World Taekwondo said.

The new look for the Korean martial art was
unveiled on the eve of the World Taekwondo
Championships, which got underway in Muju,

South Korea yesterday.
Meanwhile, the 2017 Taekwondo World

Championship opened in South Korea yester-
day with local stars giving the home crowd
plenty to cheer about.

In the city of Muju, about 240 kilometres
(149 miles) south of Seoul, Kim Tae-hun, chas-
ing a third consecutive title, made it to the last
four in the men’s under-54kg class as did Sim
Jae-young in the women’s under-46 kg cate-
gory. The semi-final and the final of both cate-

gories will take place today. Kim, ranked sixth
in the world and bronze medal winner at the
2016 Rio Olympics, opened by defeating Kitso
True Molaodi of Botswana 15-2, then Japan’s
Ryuta Matsui 29-3 before beating Hassan
Haider of the United Kingdom. 

His quarter-final victory came against Deniz
Dagdelen of Turkey and was won 27-7 to earn
a semi-final with Italian outsider Vito
Dell’Aquila.

Iran’s Armin Hadipour, ranked three, will

take on Thailand’s Ramnarong Sawekwiharee,
in the other last four showdown.

Sim Jae-young made it to the last four of
the women’s section where she will fight
Andrea Ramirez of Colombia while Thailand’s
Napaporn Charanawat and Truong Thi Kim
Tuyen of Vietnam meet in the other semi-final.

This event, which features all eight gold
medal winners from the 2016 Rio Olympics, is
the 23rd edition of the world championships
and runs until June 30. — AFP

WTF? World Taekwondo Federation rebrands over acronym

CROMWELL: Jordan Spieth played well enough
in the second round of the Travelers
Championship to stay in the lead. Rory McIlroy
played just well enough to stay in the tourna-
ment. Spieth shot a 1-under 69 on Friday morn-
ing, then watched as a windy afternoon kept
anyone from overtaking him. The conditions
also kept fourth-ranked Jason Day from making
the cut for a second straight week. He bogeyed
the 18th for a 70 to finish at 2 over. No. 3 McIlroy
shot a 73, also closing with a bogey, but man-
aged to just sneak into the weekend at even par.

Spieth, who began the day one shot ahead
after a first-round 63, started on the back nine.
The 23-year-old Texan had to recover from a
double bogey on the par-5 13th hole after hit-
ting his tee shot left and out-of-bounds. He also
had four birdies and a bogey to reach 8 under.

“We’ve been kind of far behind in a lot of the
events in making comeback runs,” said Spieth,
the two-time major champion who tied for 35th
last week in the US Open. “But being able to be
toward the front of the pack on a Saturday after-
noon is a beautiful position to be in and one that
we’ll certainly embrace. I’m going to try to have
a lot of fun this weekend.”

Patrick Reed (66) and Troy Merritt (68) were
tied for second. Both fought off wind gusts that
exceeded 20 mph to hit 11 of 14 fairways and 14
of 18 greens. “A golf course like this, even when
the wind is blowing, if you’re hitting your tee
shots straight, you’re going to have some
wedges into the greens,” Reed said.

US Open champion Brooks Koepka isn’t in
Connecticut this week, but former Florida State
teammate Chase Seiffert is in contention. The
25-year-old had to qualify tomorrow to get into
the tournament. He made two eagles Friday and
finished with a 66 to reach 6 under.

“I came into the week with no status on any
tour, but I knew my game was really good,”
Seiffert said. “I just had to get it done. To come
out and play the first two rounds the way I did, it
gives me a lot of confidence.

Wesley Bryan (67), Daniel Summerhays (68)
and Boo Weekley (68) also were 5 under. Graham
DeLaet led briefly during the afternoon, but had
a double bogey on 18 for a 70 to drop into the
group at 5 under.

Eighty-five players made the cut and 68 fin-
ished within seven shots of the lead. The biggest

drama of the afternoon was watching the
world’s third- and fourth-ranked players try to
make it to the weekend.

Day was close, until he hit his second shot at
18 into a greenside bunker. He failed to get up
and down, missing a 6-footer for par.

McIlroy seemed to be in good shape on 18.
He was on the right edge of the fairway and
looking at a second shot 105 yards from the
hole. But he slipped during the swing and the
ball went just 63 yards and farther right.

“My right foot completely came out from
under me,” he said. “Obviously, there was a tiny
bit of drizzle. Maybe a little bit of surface water.
Just, I don’t know. It was weird. As soon as I start-
ed down, I just felt it and I couldn’t stop.”

McIlroy may have saved his tournament on
the 13th. After hitting his first shot in the water
and taking a drop, he hit his third shot to 17 feet
and made par. He then putted in from off the
green on 14.  McIlroy, who didn’t qualify for the
weekend at Erin Hills, hasn’t missed consecutive
cuts since 2012.

“I won’t be thinking about trying to win the
tournament from there,” he said. I’ll be thinking
about trying to go and play a good, solid round
of golf. But we have seen here in the past guys
going out and shooting a low score and getting
themselves back into the tournament.”

Anirban Lahiri of India, playing his first tour-
nament since tying for second at the Memorial,
shot a bogey-free 63 to move to 4 under. He
made a 32-foot eagle putt on No. 13.

“I was out (since the Memorial) meditating,”
he said. “So I’ve been a little bit rusty. The body is
kind of easing its way back in. So I think I’m
going to get better as the week progresses.”

Two-time Travelers champion Bubba Watson,
who missed the cut at Erin Hills, will have anoth-
er weekend off. He followed up a 75 in the first
round with a 67 and finished at 2 over.

Weather could also affect the scoring
Saturday. A forecast of rain led tournament offi-
cials to move the start of the third round back to
11 a.m., with the players going out in three-
somes off the first and 10th tees. — AP

Spieth maintains lead in 
Travelers Championship

CROMWELL: Jordan Spieth watches his tee shot on the 12th hole during the first round of the
Travelers Championship golf tournament, in Cromwell, Conn. — AP

MASON: A former doctor to gymnasts
from successive US Olympic teams is
to stand trial on charges that he sexu-
ally assaulted female athletes, one of
whom was only 11, over almost two
decades.

A Michigan court on Friday said
Larry Nassar will face 17 counts of
criminal sexual conduct, a ruling that
followed three days of hearings dur-
ing which six of his accusers testified.

The 53-year-old, a member of USA
Gymnastics from 1996 to 2015, main-
tained a practice at Michigan State
University before he was fired last
year.  He denies abusing his position
to assault young girls.  At Friday’s final
hearing, Judge Donald Allen Jr
watched video of a police interview in
which Nassar claimed the acts that
one alleged victim considered assault
were in fact medical treatment.

The recording helped corroborate
some statements made by Nassar’s
accusers, and that the doctor’s words
helped establish enough cause to take
the case to trial, the judge said.

One girl, identified only as Victim A,
was 11 years old at the time of the
alleged abuse and is now 16, the pros-
ecutor said, adding that at least two
victims claimed Nassar displayed signs
of arousal during the abuse.  One of
those who testified was Rachael
Denhollander, 32, who has publicly
revealed her identity in accusing
Nassar of sexually abusing her when
she was 15 years old.

COMPLAINING COULD 
END DREAMS 

“She described that the defendant
had a visible..... during those appoint-
ments,” Povilaitis said of
Denhollander’s testimony.  “He con-
vinced these girls that this was some
type of legitimate treatment,” the
prosecutor said of the accused.

“Why would they question this
gymnastics god?” 

Nassar served as the US gymnastics
team’s doctor through four Olympic
Games.  Law enforcement officials
have accused him of using his posi-
tion with the governing body that sets
rules and selects US Olympic gym-
nasts to sexually assault dozens of
athletes and other patients over
decades.  Ex-athletes accusing Nassar
of crimes say he was empowered by
an environment in elite gymnastics
where complaints or signs of injury
could jeopardize Olympic dreams.

The president of USA Gymnastics,
Steve Penny, resigned in March after
repeatedly being urged to quit for
allegedly being slow to notify authori-
ties about sexual abuse allegations in
the organization.  Nassar has pleaded
not guilty to the charges against him,
including child pornography, and
remains in jail pending trial.

A federal trial on the child pornog-
raphy charges is scheduled for
August, with state trials following later
in the year. —AFP

Larry Nassar

US Olympic doctor faces trial 
for sexual abuse of athletes
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SOWETO: A hardy mix of French fans,
Springboks diehards and locals braved
the cold in Soweto to see the return of
international rugby to the sprawling
Johannesburg township, where football
usually rules.

The friendly fixture Friday night
between South Africa A and the French
Barbarians-ahead of this weekend’s
France-South Africa Test match-drew in
a noticeably mixed crowd of both black
and white South Africans including sev-
eral school groups lured by 20 rand
(1.40 euro) youth tickets.

William Thusi, a 58-year-old police
officer from west Soweto, said he hoped
to see more international rugby in the
townships, pointing to the unifying
legacy of the rugby World Cup.

South Africa hosted the tournament
shortly after the end of apartheid in

1994 and it was credited with helping to
ease tensions between the black majori-
ty and white minority.

“It ’s like the rugby World Cup (in
1995) which came after a long time and
then the soccer World Cup-it’s a really
good thing. You don’t see much rugby
in Soweto so this is a good thing,” he
said. “I tend to watch more soccer but I
follow rugby whenever I can.”

Soweto, home to 1.3 million mostly
black residents, is better known for foot-
ball and last hosted international rugby
in 2010 when the South African Bulls
played their Super Rugby semi-final and
final fixtures in the township. 

Traditionally a sport played and
watched largely by whites in South
Africa, rugby has been growing in popu-
larity among blacks, who comprised a
third of the Springbok Test team last

season. While the Orlando stadium-
home of the Orlando Pirates football
club-was just over one-third full for
Friday’s encounter, players and specta-
tors were nonetheless treated to an
eclectic range of vibrant singing and
traditional dance.

And as well as attracting Sowetans
more accustomed to watching football,
the fixture saw French followers of the
three-match international Test series
make the journey to Soweto.

France face South Africa today at Ellis
Park in Johannesburg in the final match
of that series.

Xavier Moreau, 47, originally from
Pau in southwest France but now living
in Johannesburg’s upmarket Sandton
suburb-some 20 kilometres (12 miles)
north of the Orlando stadium-said
township rugby was a first for him.

“This is not my first time in Soweto
but it is my first time watching rugby
here,” he told AFP.

“I work for a very mixed company so
I’m used to diversity but here it’s a great
mix of people and a great atmosphere.”

Despite being among just a handful
of French fans rooting for the
Barbarians, his son and daughter fear-
lessly flew large Tricolor flags inviting
cries of “Viva Les Bleus” from a nearby
group of South African women.
“There’ll be thousands of French at Ellis
Park. I’ll be there with a trumpet-not a
vuvuzela” horn, he joked.

There was a brief moment of trepida-
tion when a shirtless South Africa fan
covered in green bodypaint and sport-
ing a stuffed springbok atop a hard-hat
began to accost the small French con-
tingent. But the mood was quickly lifted

when the crowd began taking photos of
the surreal scene and cheering the
group. “ The welcome here is really
lekker,” said the green-painted Theunis
Kleinhans, 52, using the Afrikaans word
for “good”. As the game entered the sec-
ond half, a try and a conversion saw the
home side’s lead become unassailable-
leading to a 48-28 victory for South
Africa A. And though the handful of
French fans became noticeably sub-
dued, South Africa’s support reached
fever-pitch as the match wrapped up.

Neo Ponosha, 22, who was at the sta-
dium selling biltong-the typically South
African cured meat snack-said he was
surprised to see so many white rugby
fans travel to Soweto for the game.

“It’s a shock but it’s a good shock!” he
said. “I don’t really follow rugby but I
might do now.” — AFP

International rugby makes a comeback in soccer-mad Soweto

RUGBY

AUCKLAND: British and Irish Lions fullback Liam Williams is tackled by All Black defenders during the first test between the British and Irish
Lions and the All Blacks at Eden Park in Auckland, New Zealand, yesterday. —AP

Ioane try double as 
All Blacks maul Lions

AUCKLAND: Rieko Ioane scored two second-
half tries as the world champion All Blacks
stamped their authority with a 30-15 victory in
the first Test against the British and Irish Lions
yesterday. Both tries were off the back of demoli-
tion work by a powerful New Zealand pack. The
All Blacks outscored the Lions three tries to two
to maintain their 24-year unbeaten record at
Eden Park. After a fevered build-up to the game,
the All Blacks made their mark early on with a
penalty and Codie Taylor’s converted try to lead
10-0, and they were ahead 13-8 at half-time. But
they were struggling to build on that lead in the
second half before Ioane, selected ahead of pro-
lific try-scorer Julian Savea, exploded into action.

“It was a bloody tough Test match. Certainly
that first half had everything both teams throw-
ing the ball around, two bloody good sides,” said
All Blacks captain Kieran Read. “That’s one (win),”
he added. “We’ll go back to the drawing board
tomorrow. Nothing’s been earned yet so we will
work harder next week.”

The Lions scored a running try for the ages
through Sean O’Brien in the first half, but captain
Peter O’Mahony was left to rue a number of
missed chances. “We’ve plenty to play for, we’ve
got to regroup now and move on to Wellington,”
O’Mahony said. “We were playing some good
rugby and it paid off, and (O’Brien’s) was a great
try but I think we left a couple out there,” he
added. “I think we’ve got to be harder on our-
selves to finish off opportunities we create.”

TACTICAL TWIST 
Twelve years since the Lions were ‘black-

washed’ 3-0 on their last visit to New Zealand,
the game turned on a brutal scrum by the All
Blacks. It led to Ioane’s first try and the second
came when the All Blacks forwards secured
turnover ball. TJ Perenara, taking a leaf from the
playbook of his Lions opposite scrum-half Conor
Murray, put in a box kick which Ioane gathered
and raced away to score.

As expected, the Test was a collision of two
distinct styles-enterprising running and auda-
cious offloads, against box kicks and close-quar-
ter charges-but with a twist.

The All Blacks countered the renowned Lions’
defensive line speed by employing the visitors’
tactics of direct crash-and-bash up the middle.

Murray’s clever box kicks, which caused the
All Blacks much discomfort in the opening 30
minutes, faded as the Lions pack started to wilt.

The convincing victory kept alive the All
Blacks’ phenomenal record, with 47 victories in a

row on home soil since 2009 and no defeats at
Eden Park since 1994. 

But it was a brutal, bloody encounter. The All
Blacks lost both fullback Ben Smith (concussion)
and outside centre Ryan Crotty (hamstring) in
the first 30 minutes.  After being on the back
foot for the first 10 minutes. the All Blacks gave
the Lions a taste of their own medicine with a
series of charges through the middle which had
the tourists scrambling before they eventually
conceded a penalty, which Beauden Barrett con-
verted.  Five minutes later, from a repeat of the
same direct approach, the All Blacks won anoth-
er penalty close to the Lions line.

While the Lions switched off, expecting a shot

at goal, the All Blacks took a quick tap which
resulted in a try to Taylor in the corner. 

After an exchange of penalties by Owen
Farrell and Barrett the Lions launched their run-
ning game with a counter-attack by Liam
Williams inside his own 22 which caught the All
Blacks off guard.  He offloaded to Jonathan
Davies who took play deep into All Blacks terri-
tory, where the ever-present Sean O’Brien fin-
ished off a brilliant move. In a torrid second half
in the rain, the game broke open with Ioane’s
tries on 55 and 70 minutes. Rhys Webb scored
the Lions’ second try on full-time to at least give
the visitors hope ahead of next week’s second
Test in Wellington. — AFP

SUVA: A rare try from record-breaking hook-
er Ross Ford was not enough for Scotland to
overhaul Fiji in a thrilling one-off Test in Suva
yesterday. Fiji edged a 27-22 victory, despite
Scotland scoring three tries to two, with five
penalties for the hosts’ fly-half Ben Volavola
proving decisive.  Ford played his 110th Test
for Scotland, overtaking Chris Paterson as
their most capped player, and scored only the
fifth try of his 13-year international career.

But it was not enough as Scotland failed
to build on their shock 24-19 win over
Australia last week, letting themselves down
with an incredible 30 missed tackles.

After struggling in the set piece against
Italy last week, a much-improved Fiji applied
early pressure through their line-out only to
have two attacks fail through handling errors.

Scotland, meanwhile, attempted to play
the flying Fijians at their own game, feeding
quick ball to the backs and working it wide.  It
was scoreless after 15 minutes when referee
Pascal Gauzere lost patience with repeated
fouls from Fiji and sin-binned lock Tevita
Cavubati for a dangerous tackle.

The Scots laid seige to Fiji’s line but des-
perate defence kept them out and they lost a
man of their own when Josh Strauss was yel-
low-carded for a shoulder charge. 

Volavola broke the deadlock with a penal-
ty for Fiji, who were again reduced to 14 men

when prop Peni Ravai was sin-binned for col-
lapsing a maul.  Scotland immediately
launched another maul to take advantage of
his absence and Ford, who had been at the
heart of a brutal forward battle, grabbed the
pushover try.

It sparked Fiji’s renowned attack to life,
with flanker Peceli Yato scoring a superb try
after forcing a turnover out wide with a per-
fectly timed tackle on Damien Horland. 

The ball went through 14 pairs of hands as
it moved to the other side of the field and
back, via several spectacular offloads, before
a diving Yato crashed over.

The hosts started the second half 11-7 up
and maintained the pressure, coming close to
the line and settling instead for a Volavola
penalty.  Scotland levelled the scores at 14-14
when fullback Ruaridh Jackson pounced on a
stray ball near the Fiji line then converted his
own try.  A penalty apiece made it 17-17
before Leone Nakarawa burst through the
centre of Scotland’s defence to set up the
simplest of tries for Henry Seniloli. 

Another penalty left Scotland trailing by
10 in the final 10 minutes but their maul
again proved too much for Fiji as Fraser
Brown scored their third try. The Scots
mounted one last attack but Fiji managed to
shunt wing Tim Visser over the touchline to
seal a dramatic win. — AFP

Fiji down Scotland to 
crash Ford’s party

TOKYO: Ireland overpowered Japan 35-13
yesterday to finish with a perfect record in
their three-game summer tour.

Joe Schmidt’s second-string side looked
on course to rack up 50 points for the third
successive match as they ran in four first-
half tries in Tokyo. The signs were ominous
for Japan’s “Brave Blossoms” when Garry
Ringrose raced clear to score under the
posts and flanker Josh van der Flier wrig-
gled over in the corner in the first 10 min-
utes. Bulldozing tries from Kieran Marmion
and stand-in skipper Rhys Ruddock further
stretched the lead for Ireland, the bulk of
whose regular players are on British and
Irish Lions duty in New Zealand.

Japan’s sole glimmer of hope had been
Kotaro Matsushima’s fine try on 24 minutes
but after trailing 28-8 at half-time, the 2019
World Cup hosts offered significantly more
resistance after the interval.

Akihito Yamada tiptoed down the wing
to register Japan’s second try, while Ireland
narrowly avoided going scoreless in the
second half thanks to Sean Reidy’s late
effort. Fly-half Paddy Jackson unerringly
converted all five tries for Ireland, who
crushed Japan 50-22 last weekend and also
broke the 50-point mark against the United
States in their opening tour game in New
Jersey.

“We knew after last week Japan would
bring a new level of intensity and test us,”
said Ruddock. “They certainly did that. It
was a really tough game and credit Japan
for the pace and tempo they played at.”

Japan, who warmed up for the two tests
against Ireland by beating Romania 33-21
earlier this month, were once again given a
lesson in possession rugby by a team they
will face in the pool stage of the 2019
World Cup.

“In terms of attitude we 100 percent left
everything out there,” said Japan captain
Michael Leitch.

“Ireland are one of the top four teams in
the world and the way they keep the ball
and the intelligence they play with are
things we need to learn from.  Tactically we
also need to sharpen up as we build to
2019.” Japan had never beaten Ireland and
the last time they met before last weekend
was in 2005. The Asian champions have
made real progress since then, shedding
their tag as World Cup pushovers by win-
ning three games at the 2015 tournament
under Eddie Jones, including a stunning
upset of South Africa.

But they never seriously threatened
Ireland and Japan coach Jamie Joseph cut a
frustrated figure as his players committed a
string of elementary handling errors. —AFP

Ireland thrash Japan to 
complete tour whitewash

TOKYO: Japan’s Kotaro Matsushima, left, avoids a tackle on the way to scoring a try
against Ireland during their rugby test in Tokyo yesterday. Ireland beat Japan 35-13 to
sweep the two-match series between the 2019 Rugby World Cup group rivals. — AP

Australia scores 2 late tries 
to clinch rugby win over Italy

BRISBANE: Australia rallied for two late
tries in an unconvincing and error-filled 40-
27 rugby test win yesterday over Italy.

It extended Australia’s perfect record
against Italy to 17 consecutive victories.
Their last match in Brisbane in 1994 was a
close win for the home side - 23-20 at
Ballymore. Australia, leading 21-13 at half-
time, looked to be coasting to victory when
Sefa Naivalu scored his second try early in
the second half for a 15-point lead.

But two Italy tries, both coming directly
from Wallaby mistakes, reduced the margin
to just one  point, and a yellow card to
replacement prop Toby Smith put the visi-
tors in the hunt for their first win against
Australia. First, Dane Haylett-Petty spilled a
high cross-field kick in the 64th minute
while standing just forward of the try line,
coughing the ball up to Edoardo Padovani
for an easy Italy try.

Minutes later, a Rory Arnold pass was
intercepted by Tommaso Benvenuti, who
went on to score and make it 28-27.

But the pressure on the Wallabies was
relieved when Abraham Steyn was yellow-
carded for a deliberate knockdown, erasing
Italy’s one-man advantage, and Bernard
Foley and Reece Hodge then crossed for

late tries to clinch the win.
Man-of-the-match Israel Folau had his

third consecutive two-try performance for
Australia. “To Italy’s credit they fought their
way back into the game,” Australia captain
Stephen Moore said. “It probably shows
where we are at, down on a little bit of con-
fidence in some parts of our game.

“We want to be able to back ourselves,
but you don’t want to make those errors,
particularly in our own half. We’ll go away
and look at that and work on it for the next
couple of months.” The Wallabies don’t play
again until  the opening match of the
Rugby Championship/Bledisloe Cup
against New Zealand in Sydney on Aug. 19.

The Australians had a surprising 24-19
loss to Scotland last weekend in Sydney
after opening their international season on
June 10 with a 37-14 win over Fiji  in
Melbourne.

Scores:
Australia 40 (Israel Folau 2, Sefanaia

Naivalu 2, Bernard Foley, Reece Hodge tries;
Foley 5 conversions), Italy 27 (Tommaso
Benvenuti, Michele Campagnaro, Edoardo
Padovani tries; Tommaso Allan 3 conver-
sions, 2 penalties). HT: 21-13. —AP

BRISBANE: Italy’s Carlo Canna is tackled by Australian players during their interna-
tional rugby match in Brisbane, Australia, yesterday. — AP
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BASEBALL

NEW YORK: Ronald Torreyes hit a game-
winning single with two outs in the 10th
inning after midnight, lifting the New York
Yankees over the Texas Rangers 2-1 in
Major League baseball on a rainy Friday
night for just their second win in 10 games.
Brett Gardner lined a tying home run with
one out in the New York ninth off closer
Matt Bush.  After Chasen Shreve (2-1)
escaped a bases-loaded jam in the top of
the 10th, Torreyes kept the Yankees atop
the AL East.  Yu Darvish and Masahiro
Tanaka kept it  scoreless into the late
innings in the first major league meeting
between the Japanese pitching stars. Gary
Sanchez, whose passed ball gave Texas a 1-
0 lead in the ninth, singled with one out in
the 10th off Bush (2-3). A single by Didi
Gregorius put runners at the corners and
after Chris Carter struck out, Torreyes lined
a single to center field.

MARLINS 2, CUBS 0
Giancarlo Stanton hit his 19th home run

and Jose Urena scattered five hits over six
innings as Miami topped defending cham-
pion Chicago. Christian Yelich added a sac-
rifice fly for the Marlins, who won for the
second time this week with no more than
three hits. Stanton had two hits and Dee
Gordon the other for Miami, which got
only two hits in a 2-1 win over Washington
on Wednesday. Urena (6-2) won his fifth
straight decision. A.J. Ramos pitched the
ninth for his 11th save in 12 chances.
Javier Baez and Ian Happ each had two
hits for the Cubs. John Lackey (5-8) gave
up just  three hits  and two runs -  one
earned - in six innings, yet still fell to 1-5 in
his last seven starts.

RED SOX 9, ANGELS 4
Hanley Ramirez and Sandy Leon hit two-

run homers and the Red Sox won on the
night they retired David Ortiz’s number. It
was the 250th career home run for Ramirez,
a good friend of Ortiz who was also born in
the Dominican Republic. Leon finished with

three hits  and four  RBIs.  The homers
helped provide a nice cushion for Rick
Porcello (4-9), who gave up four runs and
struck out eight in 6 1/3 innings to earn
the victory. It was the 13th straight start
Porcello has gone at least six innings. Alex
Meyer (3-4) allowed five runs and five hits
in 3 1/3 innings. Los Angeles scored three
runs in the seventh, but cooled off after
Porcello exited.

RAYS 15, ORIOLES 5
Evan Longoria and Shane Peterson

drove in four runs apiece to back the
pitching of Chris Archer and lead surging
Tampa Bay past Baltimore. Peterson and
Derek Norris  hit  two-run homers off
Ubaldo Jimenez (2-3) as Orioles pitchers
allowed at least five runs for the 20th con-
secutive game, tying a major league
record set  by the 1924 Philadelphia
Phillies. Longoria had a two-run single
during Tampa Bay’s four-run first inning,
and Peterson and Norris both went deep
in the third to chase Jimenez, who yielded
nine runs, seven hits and four walks in 2
1/3 innings. Logan Morrison also had a big
night for the Rays, hitting his 22nd homer
and finishing with three RBIs. Archer (6-4)
wasn’t especially sharp. But the right-han-
der didn’t have to be, with the Rays posting
a season-high for runs.

PADRES 1, TIGERS 0
Luis Perdomo pitched two-hit ball over

six innings and Austin Hedges had an RBI
double as San Diego handed Detroit its sev-
enth straight loss. Perdomo (2-4) out-
worked Detroit’s Michael Fulmer and did
not allow a hit until the fifth.  Perdomo
struck out six and walked five in his first
scoreless outing of the season. Hedges
doubled to the right-center gap in the sec-
ond to drive home Cory Spangenberg, who
reached base three times against Fulmer (6-
6). It was Hedges’ first at-bat since a colli-
sion at home plate with the Cubs’ Anthony
Rizzo that sidelined the catcher for two

games. Brad Hand pitched a scoreless
eighth and Brandon Maurer retired the side
in the ninth for his 14th save.

TWINS 5, INDIANS 0
Adalberto Mejia combined with three

relievers on a four-hitter, leading Minnesota
in a matchup of the top two teams in the
AL Central. Mejia (2-3) held Cleveland to
two hits in five innings, but had to work
around five walks and two errors. The left-
hander got out of bases-loaded jams in the
second and fourth and stranded nine
Indians runners on base. Cleveland was
coming off a 7-1 road trip, including a four-
game sweep at Target Field last weekend
that gave the Indians first place in the divi-
sion. The Twins are now 1 1/2 back. Tyler
Duffey, Taylor Rogers and Trevor
Hildenberger combined to pitch the final
four innings. Jorge Polanco’s two-run
homer highlighted Minnesota’s four-run
second off Trevor Bauer (6-6) and gave the
Twins only their third win in 11 games
against the Indians this season. Brian
Dozier was 3 for 4 with two RBIs.

NATIONALS 6, REDS 5, 10 INNINGS
Bryce Harper singled in the winning run

in the 10th inning, Brian Goodwin homered
twice and Washington got a solid perform-
ance from its bullpen. Anthony Rendon and
Daniel Murphy also homered for the
Nationals, who trailed 5-2 in the sixth
before coming back to deal the Reds their
12th loss in 13 games. Trea Turner singled
off Raisel Iglesias (2-2) with one out in the
10th and took third on a single by Goodwin
before Harper hit a liner that struck the
right-field wall on one bounce. Matt Albers
(3-1) pitched the 10th to cap an impressive
night for the Nationals’ bullpen, a maligned
group that blanked the Reds on one hit
over the final five innings.

ATHLETICS 3, WHITE SOX 0
Khris Davis and Matt Joyce homered and

Jharel Cotton pitched three-hit ball into the
sixth inning before leaving with a blister on
his right thumb as Oakland beat Chicago.
Davis hit a two-run homer in the first. Joyce
connected leading off the fifth against Mike
Pelfrey (3-6) and the Athletics picked up the
win coming off four-game sweep by
Houston. Cotton (5-7) and four relievers
combined on Oakland’s second shutout of
the season. Cotton gave up a leadoff single
to Kevan Smith and left after he came up
shaking his hand following the first pitch
to Adam Engel.  Liam Hendriks,  Ryan
Madson and Sean Doolittle each worked a
scoreless inning before Santiago Casilla ran
into trouble in the ninth. He allowed sin-
gles to Melky Cabrera and Jose Abreu
before getting out of the jam, picking up
his 12th save.

BRAVES 5, BREWERS 4
Mike Foltynewicz won his fourth straight

decision at home, shortstop Dansby
Swanson made a pair of outstanding defen-
sive plays in the ninth inning and Atlanta
won for the sixth time in seven games.

Foltynewicz (5-5) gave up one run, four hits
and three walks in five innings with nine
strikeouts, improving to 4-0 with a 2.17 ERA
in his last five starts at SunTrust Park.
Brandon Phillips homered and drove in two
runs, and Arodys Vizcaino earned his first
save since last June 26. Eric Thames dou-
bled leading off the ninth, and Domingo
Santana hit a two-hopper to the second-
base side of Swanson, who spun and threw
out Thames at third. Travis Shaw flied out to
the left-field warning track as Santana
advanced, and Manny Pina lined out to
Swanson, who made a diving backhand
catch in the shortstop hole, for the final out.

PIRATES 4, CARDINALS 3
Josh Bell and John Jaso homered as

Pittsburgh snapped a seven-game skid in
Busch Stadium. Jaso, who entered as part
of a double switch in the eighth inning,
drove a 3-2 pitch from Seung Hwan Oh (1-
4) over the wall in right-center to break a 3-
3 tie in the ninth. Jameson Taillon threw
104 pitches in six innings, both highs since
coming back from testicular cancer surgery
on June 12. Only one of the four hits the
Pirates righty allowed left the infield. Felipe
Rivero (3-1) pitched the Pirates out of a
two-on, one-out jam in the eighth. Rivero
worked around a ninth inning walk to
secure the win.

ROYALS 5, BLUE JAYS 4
Whit Merrifield hit a two-run, two-out

double that capped a four run rally in the
ninth inning as Kansas City reached .500 for
the first time since April. With their 10th
win in 12 games, the Royals improved to
36-36. They were 6-6 before play on April
20, then went on a nine-game losing streak
that night and dropped as low as 10-20,
seven games out of first place. They trail AL
Central-leading Cleveland by three games.
Toronto took a 2-1 lead into the ninth and
extended it when Josh Donaldson and
Justin Smoak hit RBI singles off Joakim
Soria (4-2). Salvador Perez doubled with
one out in the bottom half against Ryan
Tepera, took third on a wild pitch, and
Brandon Moss walked with two outs.
Alcides Escobar greeted Aaron Loup (2-1)
with an RBI single, and Alex Gordon hit a
run-scoring single on the first pitch from
Jason Gril l i .  Ahead 3-1 in the count,
Merrifield doubled on a hop to the left-field
wall, and Gordon scored easily from first,
crossing the plate with a headfirst slide.

PHILLIES 6, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Mark Leiter Jr.  held the Arizona

Diamondbacks to three hits over six score-
less innings, and Maikel Franco and Tommy
Joseph both homered to lead Philadelphia.
Leiter (1-0) struck out five with a walk for
his first major league win in his first major
league start after 12 relief appearances. He
bested Diamondbacks starter Patrick
Corbin (6-7), who held the Phillies to a run
and eight hits for 6 2/3 innings.
Philadelphia won its second straight after
five straight losses, three from being swept
in a series with Arizona at home last week.

The Diamondbacks had scored 26 runs in
their previous two games, both wins, and
had won nine of their previous 10 games
before Friday. They didn’t score until Daniel
Descalso’s one-out triple drove in Rey
Fuentes from first base in the eighth inning.

MARINERS 13, ASTROS 3
Felix Hernandez pitched six solid innings

in his first start in nearly two months and
was backed by home runs from Mike
Zunino, Ben Gamel and Kyle Seager as
Seattle beat Houston. A day after climbing
over .500 for the first time this season, the
Mariners continued their June surge with
their sixth straight win thanks to an offense
that knocked out Houston starter Joe
Musgrove (4-7) early. Jarrod Dyson’s RBI
double in the second got Seattle started,
but it was a six-run third inning that blew
the game open. Danny Valencia’s two-run
single dribbled past the diving attempt of
Alex Bregman and two batters later Zunino
hit a three-run shot for his 10th home run
of the season. Hernandez (3-2), pitching for
the first time since April 25, gave up a pair
of solo home runs to Bregman and Jose
Altuve, but walked just one batter and
pitched out of the one major jam he faced.

METS 11, GIANTS 4
Yoenis Cespedes had three hits includ-

ing a two-run homer and Lucas Duda had
three hits including a solo blast to help the
Mets snap a four-game losing streak. Along
with Cespedes and Duda, Asdrubal
Cabrera,  Wilmer Flores and Michael
Conforto all had three hits for New York,
which had lost seven of eight. The Giants
have lost 10 of their last 11 games, 12 of
their last 14 and 19 of their last 24. After
being held to five runs over their last three
games, the Mets broke out their hitting
slump, combining for 20 hits. All but one
Mets starter (Jose Reyes) had at least one
hit and all but two (Reyes and Cabrera)
drove in at least one run. Seth Lugo (2-1)
won for the third time in his last four starts.
He gave up four runs in 5 2/3 innings and
was 1 for 2 with one RBI. Ty Blach (4-5) gave
up seven runs in three innings.

DODGERS 6, ROCKIES 1
Yasiel Puig homered and left-hander

Alex Wood kept his record perfect as the
streaking Dodgers defeated the NL West
rival Rockies for their eighth consecutive
victory. The Dodgers have won 14 of their
last 15 games and have scored at least six
runs in seven consecutive games. Wood (8-
0) allowed one run in six innings. He gave
up only three hits and walked two, retiring
his last 10 batters. The Dodgers have home-
red in 15 consecutive games, tied for
fourth-longest streak in club history. The
last time they managed it was in 1977. Their
record is 24 consecutive games with a
home run. Rookie left-hander Kyle Freeman
(8-4) allowed five runs and a career-high 10
hits and three walks in six innings.— AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT  GB      
NY Yankees 40 31 .563 -
Boston 41 32 .562 -
Tampa Bay 40 36 .526 2.5
Toronto 35 38 .479 6
Baltimore 35 38 .479 6

Central Division
Cleveland 3 33 .542 -
Minnesota 37 34 .521 1.5
Kansas City       36 36 .500 3       
Chicago White Sox 32 40 .444 7
Detroit 32 41 .438 7.5

Western Division
Houston 50 25 .667 -
Seattle 39 37 .513 11.5
LA Angels 38 39 .494 13
Texas 36 37 .493 13
Oakland 32 42 .432 17.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 44 29 .603 -
Atlanta 35 38 .479 9
Miami 33 39 .458 10.5
NY Mets 32 41 .438 12
Philadelphia 24 48 .333 19.5

Central Division
Milwaukee 40 36 .526 -
Chicago Cubs 37 36 .507 1.5
Pittsburgh 34 40 .459 5
St. Louis 33 39 .458 5
Cincinnati 30 42 .417 8

Western Division
LA Dodgers 49 26 .653 -
Arizona 46 28 .622 2.5
Colorado 47 29 .618 2.5
San Diego 30 44 .405 18.5
San Francisco 27 49 .355 22.5

MLB results/standings
NY Mets 11, San Francisco 4; La Dodgers 6, Colorado 1; San Diego 1, Detroit 0; Seattle 13, Houston 3;
Philadelphia 6, Arizona 1; Pittsburgh 4, St. Louis 3; Kansas City 5, Toronto 4; Oakland 3, Chicago White Sox 0;
Atlanta 5, Milwaukee 4; Tampa Bay 15, Baltimore 5; Miami 2, Chicago Cubs 0; Boston 9, LA Angels 4; Minnesota
5, Cleveland 0; Washington 6, Cincinnati 5 (10 Innings); NY Yankees 2, Texas 1 (10 innings).

Yankees edge Rangers after Darvish-Tanaka duel

NEW YORK: Texas Rangers’ Elvis Andrus (1) steals third base as New York Yankees third baseman Ronald Torreyes leaps to snag the throw wide during the ninth inning of a baseball game, Friday, in New York. Andrus later scored on a passed ball. — AP
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SEATTLE:  Brittney Griner had her ninth career
dunk and and matched Diana Taurasi with 25
points to help the Phoenix Mercury beat the
Seattle Storm 85-82 in the WNBA on Friday
night. Griner has three more dunks than all the
other players in WNBA history combined. She
was 9 of 14 from the field. Camille Little spun in
the lane for a layup to extend Phoenix’s lead to
83-78 with 2:56 left and, after a Seattle miss,
Danielle Robinson split two defenders for a sev-
en-point lead. Seattle’s Jewell Loyd was fouled
on a drive with 32.5 seconds left and hit two
free throws to pull to 85-82. After an offensive
foul on Taurasi, Seattle lost control of it and a
jump ball was called with 5.6 seconds left.
Seattle won the tip and called timeout with 3.6
seconds left ,  but Sami Whitcomb’s long 3-
pointer didn’t hit the rim. Taurasi made four 3-
pointers and scored 19 points in the first half to
help Phoenix (7-5) take a 50-43 lead. She fin-
ished 6 of 17 from distance, Breanna Stewart
led Seatt le  (6-6)  with 21 points  and eight
rebounds.

SUN 94, LIBERTY 89
Jasmine Thomas scored 23 points as

Connecticut beat New York after blowing a 21-
point lead. Jonquel Jones added 21 points for
the Sun (6-5). They have won five straight games,
including two over New York. Connecticut was
up 70-49 in the third quarter before New York ral-
lied to tie it at 86 with 1:06 left on a layup by
Shavonte Zellous. Courtney Williams then hit a
jumper to give the Sun the lead and pulled down
the rebound on the other end. Jasmine Thomas
then hit a 3-pointer from the wing - the team’s
12th of the game - with 24 seconds left to seal
the victory. Tina Charles scored 18 of her 20
points in the second half to lead New York (7-5).

WINGS 81, STARS 69
Skylar Diggins-Smith hit a franchise record

seven 3-pointers and scored a season-high 30
points to help the Wings beat the winless Stars.
Alex Montgomery made an open 3-pointer to
extend San Antonio’s lead to 62-58 with 7:28 left
but Diggins-Smith made two shots from behind

the arc for a 64-62 lead. Theresa Plaisance’s bas-
ket gave Dallas the lead for good with 5:13 to go
and San Antonio went scoreless for nearly three
minutes down the stretch. Plaisance finished
with 19 points and eight rebounds for Dallas (7-
8), which also beat the Stars on Wednesday.
Allisha Gray scored 12 and Kayla Thornton 10.
Kayla McBride made four 3-pointers and scored
20 points for San Antonio (0-13).

SKY 82, DREAM 78
Allie Quigley scored 22 points and Stefanie

Dolson added 19 to help the Sky beat the Dream.
Cappie Pondexter added 17 points and nine
assists for Chicago (3-9), which also won at Atlanta
on May 21. She moved into sixth in WNBA history
with 1,399 made free throws. Pondexter hit a long
jumper to give Chicago a 76-63 lead with 3:12 left
but Atlanta closed to 76-73 with 28.9 seconds left
on Elizabeth Williams’ layup. Chicago sealed it at
the line as Pondexter, Dolson and Courtney
Vandersloot combined for six straight free throws.
Williams led Atlanta (5-6) with 20 points and 10

rebounds. Rookie Brittney Sykes scored a season-
best 18 points and grabbed nine rebounds, and
Tiffany Hayes had 15 points.

LYNX 93, MYSTICS 76
Maya Moore had 22 points, 11 rebounds and

seven assists and Sylvia Fowles added 21 points
and 15 boards as the Lynx beat the Mystics.
Minnesota started with a 9-0 run and led 50-36
at the break behind Moore, who had 18 points
and 10 rebounds by the hal f.  Washington
pulled within 75-68 with 6:48 lef t  but the
Mystics went scoreless for two minutes and
trailed 83-68. Lindsay Whalen added 12 points
and Rebekkah Brunson scored 11 for Minnesota
(10-1), which bounced back after a 98-93 home
loss to the Connecticut Sun on Saturday. The
Lynx made 23 of 28 free throws and outre-
bounded the Mystics 43-31.  Tayler Hil l  led
Washington (7-5) with 21 points and Elena
Delle Donne had 17 points and eight rebounds.
Coach Mike Thibault missed the game as he
was at the funeral for his father. — AP

Griner, Taurasi lift Phoenix over Seattle Storm

SACRAMENTO:  Justin Gatlin stormed to victory
in the 100m at the US world championship trials
on Friday, upstaging rising star Christian
Coleman and setting up the prospect of one
final duel with Usain Bolt. The 35-year-old Gatlin
turned on the gas in the final 20 meters at
Sacramento’s Hornet Stadium to reel in Coleman
for a convincing win in 9.95sec.

“It was just a fighting moment,” Gatlin said of
his victory. “It wasn’t the spectacular time that
you’ve seen me run in the past couple of years.
But it was a time that I needed to fight. “I had to
make sure I was right there with him at the end
and try and hold on with experience.”

Coleman, 21, had been tipped as the likeliest
US rival to Bolt at August’s World Championships
after clocking the fastest time in the world this
year, a blistering 9.82sec. But Coleman-who
hours earlier had inked a seven-figure sponsor-
ship deal with Nike-was put firmly in his place by
the veteran Gatlin, finishing in 9.98sec.
Christopher Belcher was third in 10.06sec.

Asked if he felt Gatlin still ‘had it’, Coleman
replied: “He never lost it!” “I was just honored to
be in the race and I’m looking forward to many

more,” Coleman said. Gatlin meanwhile was left
delighted after clinching his ticket to London-
and another potential showdown with Bolt. “It
feels great,” said Gatlin, who has registered only
one victory over Bolt in his career. 

TAYLOR FOULS 
In the women’s 100m, Tori Bowie swept to a

comfortable win in 10.94 ahead of Deajah
Stevens and Ariana Washington. Allyson Felix,
the reigning world 400m champion, finished in
last place. 

Meanwhile in the men’s triple jump, reigning
Olympic and world champion Christian Taylor-
who only needed to turn up in Sacramento this
week to cash in a wildcard place-intentionally
fouled on his only leap of the competition. 

Taylor, who is based in the Netherlands,
defended his decision not to effectively com-
pete. “It’s unfortunate,” Taylor said. “Every time I
want to come out to the track I want to compete
and put on a show. But this time I have to be
smart. I have to focus on being healthy.” 

In the women’s high jump, teenager Vashti
Cunningham, the world indoor champion and

daughter of former NFL star Randall
Cunningham, posted a jump of 1.99m to win
and clinch her place in London. 

In the opening heats of the women’s 100m
hurdles, world record holder Keni Harrison
impressed with 12.54sec, the fastest time in the
world this season. The 24-year-old is desperate
to make up for the bitter disappointment of last
year, when she missed out on the Olympics after
finishing sixth at the trials in Oregon. 

Friday was Harrison’s first race since breaking
her hand at a meeting in Doha last month. “I
wanted to come out here and put a good num-
ber down,” said Harrison, who ran with a metal
pin in her left hand. 

A few weeks after missing out on a place to
Rio last year, Harrison smashed Yordanka
Donkova’s 28-year-old world record, clocking
12.20sec at a meeting in London.

American women have achieved remarkable
dominance in the 100m hurdles in recent years
and in 2016 completed a clean sweep of medals
in Rio. Brianna Rollins, the gold medallist in Rio,
is not competing in Sacramento following a one-
year ban for missing three drug tests. — AFP
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Gatlin stuns Coleman 
at US World trials

SACRAMENTO: Justin Gatlin celebrates as he win the Men’s 100 Meter Final during Day 2 of the 2017 USA Track & Field
Championships at Hornet Satdium on Friday in Sacramento, California. —AFP

KINGSTON:  Elaine Thompson lowered her
world-leading time in the 100 meters at the
Jamaican Track and Field Championships
Friday, while former world champ Yohan
Blake roared to his fastest time in five years. 

Thompson clocked a 10.71 seconds to
win the women’s 100m and Blake did like-
wise in the men’s 100m with a blazing time
of 9.90 seconds.

On a cool evening at Kingston’s iconic
National Stadium, the two provided the
star power with the absence of Jamaican
Olympic heroes Usain Bolt and Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce.

Blake is making a comeback after sever-
al years on the sidelines with injuries. His
time was his fastest since 2012 when he ran
9.69 seconds in Lausanne.

Julian Forte was second in 10.04 sec-
onds after running a career best 9.99 sec-
onds in the semi-finals, while Senoj-Jay
Givans booked his first spot on a senior
national team by placing third in 10.05
seconds.

Blake said he has been encouraged by
his training partner Bolt.

“Every time I run, I am getting better
and better and I just want to maintain this
form going into the World Championships.
Every day Usain encourages me at training,”
he said.

Asked if there was any athlete that he
feared on the track Blake said, “there is no
one to fear, I train with the fastest man

ever; what’s there to fear? I feel really good,
and I am confident again and riding this
wave of euphoria.”

He admitted however that it was diffi-
cult to get back to this level of fitness and
confidence after a series of injuries. “I was
mentally scarred but my management
team worked hard with me and look here
we are.”

Thompson just missed equaling her per-
sonal best as she lowered her time form the
10.78 seconds. She streaked away from the
field with the veteran Simone Facey taking
second in 11.04 seconds and Jura Levy
third in 11.06 seconds.

The Olympic Games double sprint
champion will not run the 200m which
starts today.

She said things went according to plan,
and that she had hoped to get through the
round as easily as possible “and just take it
from there.”

Rhonda Whyte created the biggest
upset of the evening as she stormed over
the last three hurdles to win the 400m hur-
dles in a career best time of 54.29 seconds.

There were no major surprises in the
men’s and women’s 400m first round heats
with all the top guns advancing to semi-
finals.

Kellion Knibb broke the national record
in the women’s discus throw for the third
time this year after she threw 62.73m on
her second attempt of the contest. — AFP

Thompson, Blake win 100m 
at Jamaican championships

‘Dream performance’ as 
Srikanth sets up Chen final

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announced its participa-
tion in the concluding ceremony of the 38th
edition of the Al-Roudhan Ramadan Football
Tournament and the final match held at Martyr
Fahad Al-Ahmad Hall in Daiya Area. Zain was
the Diamond sponsor of the tournament,
which was held under the patronage of HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. The tournament’s title was claimed by
Team Ahmad Al-Roumi during the final match
against Team BMW.

The concluding ceremony saw the atten-
dance of Kuwait National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanim; HH the Amir’s representa-
tive Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and

Acting Minister of Information, Sheikh
Mohammed Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah; Nasser
Al-Roudhan; Hawalli Governor Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Sabah; Zain Kuwait CEO, Eaman Al-
Roudhan; Director of Al-Roudhan Tournament’s
Organizational Committee, Abdullah Al-
Roudhan; together with several ministers, mem-
bers of parliament, and Kuwaiti political and
sporting figures. 

Zain’s support of the Al-Roudhan
Tournament for the second consecutive year is
linked to it being the most prominent sports
and youth event in Kuwait and the region dur-
ing the Holy Month of Ramadan. The fact that it
has also been organized under the patronage of
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

Al-Sabah over the last five years is also of signifi-
cant importance. Supporting Kuwaiti sports will
remain a strategic priority for Zain, and as a
leading private sector company in the country,
the company commits to remain at the fore-
front of supporting and encouraging Kuwaiti
youth and sports.

Every year, Kuwaiti audiences look forward to
the Al Roudhan Tournament, with Zain represen-
tatives being present at the event throughout,
where they interacted with the attending audi-
ences through various competitions, activities,
and entertainment programs. The company also
distributed valuable prizes and held daily chal-
lenges and competitions on its official social
media channels. In addition, Zain organized a
Gergiaan activity where it distributed gifts and
candy while hosting a traditional performance.
The company also participated in a special
friendly match between ministers and members
of the parliament, which was held under the
patronage of His Highness the Prime Minister,
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Al-Roudhan Tournament features internation-
al football legends and this year it hosted Wales
and Manchester United legend Ryan Giggs,
Spain and Barcelona legend Andres Iniesta,
Spain and former Real Madrid legend Iker
Casillas, as well as Egypt and Al-Ahli legend
Mohammed Abutrika.

Zain’s support of this unique event is in line
with the company’s interest in uplifting youth
and sports development in Kuwait. Zain also
remains enthusiastic about organizing social
and humanitarian initiatives during Ramadan,
which extend to voluntary, cultural, religious,
sports, and recreational activities.

Zain concludes diamond sponsorship 
of Al-Roudhan football tournament 

KINGSTON: Yohan Blake (186), winner in a time of 9.90 seconds, celebrates the final
of the Men’s 100m at the Jamaica National Senior Championship in Kingston on
Friday. — AFP 

BADMINTON

SYDNEY:  India’s Kidambi Srikanth
blew away China’s Shi  Yuqi with a
“dream” per formance to set up an
Australian Open final against Olympic
champion Chen Long yesterday.  The
11th-ranked Srikanth beat Shi, the
world number four, 21-10, 21-14 in just
37 minutes to reach his third successive
Superseries final.  China’s Chen gave
himself a shot at his first Superseries
title this year by fighting off South
Korean veteran Lee Hyun-Il 26-24, 15-
21, 21-17 in 68 minutes.

The women’s final today will be an
all-Japanese affair between Akane
Yamaguchi and Nozomi Okuhara.
Okuhara made her first Superseries final
in over a year, wearing down China’s
Sun Yu 21-18, 18-21, 21-14, while
Yamaguchi played a brilliant counter-
attacking game to shock Taiwanese top
seed Tai Tzu Ying 21-19, 21-12.  Srikanth,
who won last week’s Indonesia Open
and also reached the Singapore Open
final in May, gave a masterclass in net
play and deception to blitz Shi.  “Yes, it’s
a dream performance,” Srikanth said. “I
played a World Superseries final
(Singapore Open) after two years, and
then to play the next two finals is a
dream for sure.

“I was in control of the whole match,
I didn’t give him any easy points at the
start. It’s just that I had to stay there and
not give him easy points. I was in con-
trol at the net.”

In the other men’s semi-final, Lee
pinned Chen to the lines and kept
things tight until he chose his moment
to attack. Chen’s usually airtight defence
was frequently pierced as he struggled
to read the lines of Lee’s attack.

The Korean dominated the Olympic
champion but failed to convert any of
four game points in the opener. He took
the second game and had his chances
in the third until a late surge by Chen
proved too much.  “I’m quite satisfied
with my performance this tournament. I
feel less pressure now as an independ-
ent player, that’s why my performances
have improved in recent times,” Lee said.

In the women’s semi-finals,
Yamaguchi went for winners and never
let off her pace against Tai, the world
number one.

Tai stayed level through the first
game but Yamaguchi got lucky on her
first game point-the shuttle catching
the tape and tumbling into Tai’s court
and the Japanese consolidated her lead
with solid play in the second.  Okuhara
has lost four straight matches to her
compatriot Yamaguchi, but she was
hopeful of turning it around in Sunday’s
final.  “After the Rio Olympics, I had an
injury and it has taken time to recover,”
Okuhara said.

“My condition is better now. I face
Akane again. Last week I lost to her
but I want to challenge her tomor-
row.” — AFP
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ST PETERSBURG: FIFA should pick the best refer-
ees for the World Cup and not limit its list to one
per nation, according to coaching great Guus
Hiddink.

Hiddink, a two-time World Cup semifinalist, told
The Associated Press three or four referees should
be chosen from the same country if they were best
at a job getting more complex as video review is
tested. “It’s not a World Cup for referees, it’s a World
Cup for football teams,” the Dutch coach said in 

St Petersburg where he is analyzing
Confederations Cup games for American broad-
caster Fox Sports. “We want to have the best teams
so we want to have the best referees as well. Not
necessarily European. Without looking to their
nationality, which are the best referees?”

At the 2014 World Cup, FIFA had 25 referees
from 25 different countries working in Brazil. “I
don’t think it’s a law that you have to have from
every country or from every continent a referee,”

said Hiddink, who led the Netherlands in 1998 and
co-host South Korea in 2002 to within a game of
the World Cup final.

While Hiddink’s South Korea benefited from
controversial referee decisions, his Australia team in
2006 lost to a stoppage-time penalty against even-
tual winner Italy in the Round of 16.

Hiddink likes the video review which FIFA hopes
will get fast-track approval for the 2018 World Cup,
though with one concern. Trials are scheduled next
season in only some national competitions world-
wide. “Referees who are coming from, with all
respect, less developed countries regarding this
system, let them learn as soon as possible,” he said.

Still, Hiddink supported the only African referee
here, Bakary Gassama of Gambia, for handling a
running melee involving New Zealand and Mexico
players. “This referee was a little bit criticized but I
will defend this man,” said Hiddink, describing a “far
over the top” incident with “15 or 16 players hus-

tling.” In other observations on the World Cup
rehearsal tournament.

BEAUTIFUL GAME
Hiddink’s favorite from the first two rounds of

group games was Chile and Germany playing to
a 1-1 draw in Kazan. It was a “beautiful example”
of trying to outplay an opponent from the first
whistle.

Hiddink, whose last coaching job was with
Chelsea in 2016 after Jose Mourinho was fired,
enjoys the fast pace of Champions League games.

“I don’t think the nature of the game is chang-
ing,” the 70-year-old coach said. “The attitude and
the intensity is how it was. There are some small
changes in the rules which are good and which
have the intention to make it more fair.”

ADVICE FROM THE TOP
As a former Russia national team coach, Hiddink

was not surprised that President Vladimir Putin
urged players to impress the public at its home
tournament.

“Everybody is a national team manager,” said the
coach who led Russia to a surprise semifinal place
at the 2008 European Championship. “From the
man in the street to the high-ranked bosses in the
Kremlin. “They all have ideas about football as we
have ideas about politics. For me that is OK.”

GOT TO GET AHEAD
Hiddink sees a similarity in his two former teams

at the Confederations Cup: Russia and Australia
both seem to play better when trailing 1-0.

“Then you can see the potential is there,” he said
of a Russia team that tends to be “too cautious, too
careful sometimes.” “I know a lot of the mentality of
the Aussies - they always react when there is a set-
back,” he said, hoping they could “think in a differ-
ent way” by scoring first. — AP

Hiddink urges FIFA to pick best referees for World Cup

TAUNTON: England’s Liam Livingstone watches the ball as he runs during the second T20 Blast match against South Africa at the Cooper
Associates County Ground, Taunton, England, Friday. — AP

TAUNTON:  Jason Roy’s bizarre dismissal turned
the second Twenty20 international’s South
Africa’s way as the Proteas won by just three runs
at Taunton on Friday. The narrow victory at
Somerset’s headquarters saw South Africa level
the three-match series at 1-1 as bounced back
from a nine-wicket defeat by England at
Southampton two days earlier to set-up a win-
ner-takes-all clash in Cardiff today.

England were on course for an unbeatable 2-0
lead while Roy (67) and Jonny Bairstow (47)
shared a second-wicket stand of 110. But when
Roy was given out obstructing the field-the first
time this had happened in a T20 international-
the innings fell away.

England’s cause was not helped by batting
second under increasingly dark skies in a match
that started at 1600 GMT despite a lack of flood-
lights on the ground, although home skipper
Eoin Morgan did field first after winning the toss. 

A target of 12 off the last over became four off
the last ball after Liam Dawson hit Andile
Phehlukwayo for a boundary. But he could not
repeat the trick and South Africa had a morale-
boosting victory to follow their first-round exit at
the 50-over Champions Trophy, with this win
achieved despite the absence of coach Russell
Domingo, who had flown home after his mother
was involved in a traffic accident.

Durban-born Roy, dropped from England’s
Champions Trophy semi-final loss to Pakistan
after a run of low scores, was in superb form. He
struck nine fours and went to his fifty with a six
against spinner Tabraiz Shamsi. Bairstow fell first,
chipping man-of-the-match Chris Morris (two for
18) to mid-on. And then came the turning point.

Roy veered dramatically off a straight course,
with the result he placed himself between the

incoming throw from Phehlukwayo, which hit
him on the heel, and the stumps. South Africa
appealed and, after on-field umpires Rob Bailey
and Michael Gough referred the decision, Roy
was given out by TV umpire Tim Robinson, the
former England opening batsman.

‘NOT CONTROVERSIAL’ 
Roy was clearly aghast but Morgan insisted it

had been a “50-50 call”.

“Everyone in the changing room thought it
could go either way, so it’s not massively contro-
versial,” Morgan told reporters.

“You can see why the umpires gave him out.”
But England all-rounder Ben Stokes, who was
given out obstructing the field in a one-day inter-
national against Australia at Lord’s two years ago
when he reacted to a shy at the stumps from
bowler, Mitchell Starc by sticking out a glove, was
unimpressed. — AFP

Roy’s bizarre exit turns 
2nd T20 South Africa’s way

SOCHI: Joachim Loew can maintain his
proud decade-long record of steering
Germany to the semi-finals at major tour-
naments with a draw against Cameroon
today enough to reach the last four of the
Confederations Cup.

Since Loew took charge as head coach
after Germany finished third at the 2006
World Cup on home soil, the team has
always reached the semi-finals at either
European championships or World Cup
finals. The world champions take on
Cameroon’s Indomitable Lions at Sochi’s
Fisht Stadium on Sunday while Chile play
Australia in Moscow in the final round of
Group B games.

Germany are second to Chile in the
table only by a single goal with both teams
on four points while Cameroon and
Australia have a point each. While Germany
need a point in Sochi, Cameroon must win
by two clear goals to progress.

“A draw would be enough for us to go
through, but it would be good to win the
group so we’d play our semi-final in Sochi,”
said Loew. “I’m planning a few changes in a
position or two, some will get a break to
allow fresh faces to come in.”

Germany have won two of the three
previous meetings and there was a 2-2
draw when the teams last met in a pre-
World Cup friendly in 2014.

A year before the World Cup, Loew took
the gamble of leaving all of his World Cup-
winning stars at home to blood fringe play-
ers. The move has paid off with forward
Lars Stindl scoring in both Monday’s 3-2
win over Australia and Thursday’s 1-1 draw
with Chile leaving him as the Confed Cup’s
top-scorer.

Loew’s young side has so far been con-
vincing in Russia. They dominated Australia

for the first hour in Sochi, then weathered a
Socceroos fight back, while in Kazan
against Chile they showed guts in fighting
back after conceding an early goal.

Loew opted to make no changes
against Chile-the first time a German coach
has done that in an international since
1995 — saying he wanted his team to
“tough it out”. With first-choice shot-stop-
per Manuel Neuer recovering from foot
surgery, Loew is expected to again rotate
his goalkeeper with Paris Saint-Germain’s
Kevin Trapp set to start.

Cameroon coach Hugo Broos fielded
the same starting line-up for both their
opening 2-0 defeat to Chile and Thursday’s
disappointing 1-1 draw with Australia.

The Belgian is expected to call up the
same again against the world champions.

SOCCEROOS’ BIG TEST 
Australia face Chile at Moscow’s Spartak

Stadium with a draw good enough for the
Copa America champions while the
Socceroos need a win by three clear goals
to reach the last four.

It would be the biggest result in the
three-year tenure of Australia’s coach Ange
Postecoglou, regardless of the result. “Our
game against Chile is another massive one
for us,” said Australia captain Mark Milligan.

“We will not just be hoping, we will pre-
pare to try to win. “Chile are a very good
side, but they have weaknesses too.” Chile’s
captain, Inter Milan defender Gary Medel, is
set to miss out after picking up a leg injury
in the draw with Germany.

Having become Chile’s all-time top-scor-
er by scoring early against Germany,
Arsenal’s striker Alexis Sanchez will be look-
ing to add to his tally of 38 international
goals. — AFP

Loew set to add to Germany’s 
strong semi-finals record

MARDAN: Fakhar Zaman was once banned
from playing cricket in his village and beat-
en by his brothers because he was simply
too good-but he has returned a hero after
his starring role in Pakistan’s Champions
Trophy win.

His eyes bright, the tall 27-year-old
posed for selfies and was garlanded with
flowers as he was welcomed back to his
home in Katlang in northwestern Pakistan.

Fakhar said he was still taking it all in
after he top-scored with 114 off 106 balls to
lead Pakistan to a shock victory over arch-
rivals India in the final, after making his ODI
debut earlier in the tournament.

“I did not feel much at that time,” Fakhar
told AFP, referring to Sunday’s final in
London. “Then I came here, and people
started coming here... They all are giving
me love, so now I feel that I have done
some great heroics.”

Bottom-ranked Pakistan produced a
breathtaking display in the climax of a tour-
nament featuring the world’s top eight
one-day international nations.

They piled up 338 for four, bolstered by
left-handed opener Fakhar’s maiden hun-
dred, in what was just his fourth one-day
international.

His efforts set social media alight during
the match, with laudatory articles and
memes quickly going viral.

But, Fakhar said, it was not always so: in
fact his village once refused to allow him to
take part in local cricket games.

“I played one or two hard-ball matches
in school and scored some runs. I then
became popular in the whole region and
people used to say wherever I went that,
‘He is a hard-ball player, don’t play with
him,’” he said.

His brothers even used to beat him up
to stop him from playing, elder sibling
Asif told AFP sheepishly. “But he never

quit  cr icket ,  and has become a hero
today,” Asi f  added,  jok ing:  “He has
become a lord for us”.

SEA CHANGE 
Fakhar said he had devoted most of

his time to cricket as a child, but had
never dreamt of playing beyond club
level. Instead, he wanted to be a navy
commando.

“Joining the Pakistan Navy was the
biggest turning point in my career,” he said.
Recruited as a sailor, he appeared in a
forces tournament where navy coach
Nazim Khan spotted his talent immediate-
ly-and encouraged him to quit the armed
forces to focus on cricket. 

“(He) said, ‘You can play cricket at a high
level,’” Fakhar recalled. 

For five years he played in domestic
tournaments, but it was his performance
with the Lahore Qalandars in the popular
Pakistan Super League T20 tournament
that prompted national selectors to take
notice.

Fakhar got his first cap when he was
included in the national T20 side for
Pakistan’s West Indies tour in March this
year.

It was a slow start-only 26 runs in two
innings-but it was enough to earn a place
in the Champions Trophy squad. When reg-
ular opener Ahmed Shahzad failed to deliv-
er in Pakistan’s opening game, a one-sided
defeat to India, Fakhar had his chance. 

He grabbed it with both hands, scoring
a valuable 31 in his debut game, two half-
centuries in the following two matches and
the century in the final to guide Pakistan to
their historic victory.

Now Pakistan’s newest star has no inten-
tion of resting on his laurels and, he said
proudly, plans to play for his country “for a
long time”. — AFP

Pakistan’s Fakhar goes 
from village pariah to ‘lord’

South Africa 
J. Smuts c Plunkett b Dawson 45 
R. Hendricks b Curran 7
M. Mosehle c Buttler b Plunkett 15
AB de Villiers c Morgan b Willey 46
D. Miller c Buttler b Plunkett 8
F. Behardien lbw b Jordan 32
C. Morris c Roy b Curran 12
A. Phehlukwayo b Curran 0
M. Morkel not out 0
D. Paterson not out 4
Extras (w5) 5
Total (8 wkts, 20 overs) 174
Did not bat: T Shamsi
Fall of wickets: 1-25 (Hendricks), 2-57 (Mosehle), 3-
96 (Smuts), 4-113 
(Miller), 5-127 (De Villiers), 6-157 (Morris), 7-164
(Phehlukwayo), 8-170 
(Behardien)
Bowling: Willey 4-0-29-1; Jordan 4-0-38-1 (4w);
Curran 4-0-33-3; Plunkett 4-0-36-2 (1w); Dawson 4-0-
38-1.

England
J. Roy obstructing the field 67
S. Billings c Miller b Morris 3
J. Bairstow c Behardien b Morris 47
L. Livingstone run out (Morkel/ Mosehle/
Phehlukwayo) 16
J. Buttler b Phehlukwayo 10
E. Morgan c de Villiers b Paterson 6
L. Dawson not out 7
L. Plunkett not out 0
Extras (b4, lb5, w5, nb1) 15
Total (6 wkts, 20 overs) 171
Did not bat: D Willey, C Jordan, L Plunkett, T Curran
Fall of wickets: 1-15 (Billings), 2-125 (Bairstow), 3-
133 (Roy), 4-153 
(Buttler), 5-162 (Morgan), 6-167 (Livingstone)
Bowling: Morkel 4-0-43-0 (1nb); Morris 4-0-18-2
(1w); Paterson 4-0-32-1 (4w); Phehlukwayo 4-0-34-1;
Smuts 1-0-11-0; Shamsi 3-0-24-0. 
Result: South Africa won by three runs
Man-of-the-match: Chris Morris (RSA)
Previous Result
June 21: England won by nine wickets

TAUNTON, United Kingdom: Completed scoreboard in the second Twenty20 international between
England and South Africa at Taunton on Friday.

SCOREBOARD

LONDON:  Plans for the full resumption of inter-
national cricket in Pakistan moved forward
Friday when the sport’s global governing body
said it wanted to send a World XI to the country
later this year. 

With the exception of Zimbabwe’s tour two
years ago, Pakistan have had to play all of their
‘home’ matches outside of the country since a
2009 terror attack on Sri Lanka’s team bus in
Lahore.

But Friday saw the International Cricket
Council, following the conclusion of its annual
meeting in London, announce that plans for a
World XI to play in Pakistan later this year were
“continuing to be developed”.  The ICC board
said it had agreed to support a three-game
Twenty20 series between Pakistan and a World
XI in a bid to help revive international cricket in
the country. 

All the matches would take place in Lahore
and be accorded full Twenty20 international sta-
tus, the ICC said, adding “further details will be
announced in due course.”

After Pakistan’s stunning 180-run win over
arch-rivals India in the final of the one-day inter-
national Champions Trophy tournament at The
Oval last week, coach Mickey Arthur said he
hoped the visit of the World XI would go ahead.
“We’re scheduled to have a World XI in Pakistan

in September for three Twenty20 games,” he
said.

“So hopefully that starts paving the way for
future tours. We can only hope.”

Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed added: “I
hope this win will boost Pakistan cricket and all
the (major) playing nations will  come to
Pakistan.  Giles Clarke, the president of the

England and Wales Cricket Board and head of
the ICC’s Pakistan task force said, in comments
reported by the Guardian in March: “The desire is
to give the cricket-starved Pakistani supporters
the chance to see some of the world’s finest
players in live action.

“Furthermore, the terrorists cannot win and
cricket must not give up on Pakistan.” —AFP

ICC confirms plans for World XI series in Pakistan

Fakhar Zaman

DERBY: India’s Mithali Raj, (left) and England’s Sarah Tayor during the ICC Women’s World Cup
fixture at the County Ground, Derby, yesterday. — AP
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BIRMINGHAM: Czech Republic’s Petra Kvitova in action against Czech Republic’s Lucie Safarova during their semifi-
nal match at the Birmingham Classic tennis tournament at Edgbaston Priory, Birmingham, England yesterday. — AP

BIRMINGHAM: Petra Kvitova took a big step forwards to
convincing herself that she can make a full recovery when
she reached the final of the Aegon Classic by outplaying
her exhausted friend and Czech compatriot Lucie Safarova.

The twice former Wimbledon champion showed few
signs of the appalling knife injuries to her playing hand in a
thoroughly one-sided victory by 6-1 1-0 retired, which hap-
pened when Safarova, who had had two huge matches in
the previous three days, pulled out with a thigh strain.

It is only Kvitova’s second tournament since the seven-
month hole which was torn from her career, and this was
only her sixth match, yet she has reached her first grass
court final since her 2014 Wimbledon triumph.

So well has she been playing that it has become even
more significant that this tournament is a Wimbledon
warm-up event, for Kivitova is already beginning to sug-
gest she can again do well at the grass court Grand Slam
starting in nine days’ time.

“It’s tough to play against a friend like Lucie,” Kvitova
said. “It’s hard to think about yourself and not your oppo-
nent. I am sorry for her and hope she soon gets a bit better.

“I’m pleased with how I am playing. I love playing finals,

I like big matches, and I’ve missed it over the last six
months. So this is quite a dream.”

Kvitova had never lost any of her nine WTA Tour
encounters with Safarova, and this one had a sense of
inevitability about it from the start. She won her opening
service game to love, took 14 of the first 15 points, and
kept the rallies ultra-short by striking winners freely, espe-
cially with her hard-to-read flat-hit forehand.

Safarova had had to battle like a trooper to reach this
stage, saving match points against both Dominika
Cibulkova, the third seed, and Daria Gavrilova, the ninth
seed from Australia, and by the end of a first set lasting
only 26 minutes it was clear her resources were seriously
depleted. After dropping her serve in the opening game
of the second set, she decided to call it off. She had won
only 12 points. That left Kvitova due to play today’s final
against either Garbine Muguruza, the former French
Open champion who is seeking a repeat of her 2015
achievement in reaching a Wimbledon final, or Ashleigh
Barty, the 21-year-old unseeded Australian who beat the
twice former finalist Barbora Strycova, another Czech en
route to the last four. — AFP

Kvitova reaches first
grass final since 2014

LONDON: Marin Cilic faces a Queen’s Club semi-final
showdown with Gilles Muller, while Feliciano Lopez eyes
revenge against Grigor Dimitrov in the other last four
clash at the Wimbledon warm-up event.

Having lifted the Queen’s trophy in 2012, Cilic fancies
his chances of adding a second title as the highest ranked
player left in the draw following the shock exits of Andy
Murray, Stan Wawrinka and Milos Raonic.

The world number seven has yet to drop a set in three
matches en route to his fourth Queen’s semi-final appear-
ance. Cilic, who also finished as Queen’s runner-up in
2013, was pushed hard by Donald Young in Friday’s quar-
ter-finals, but the former US Open champion fired 11 aces
to see off the American 6-4, 7-5. “I’m playing really well
this week. I’m feeling great on the court,” said Cilic, who is
chasing his second ATP title this year.

“It is another match without losing serve, so that’s
extremely pleasing.” Luxumbourg’s Muller is through to
his first Queen’s semi-final after defeating 2010 champion

Sam Querrey 6-4, 7-6 (7/5).
Muller has won the first two ATP Tour titles of his

career this year, helping him climb to a career-high rank-
ing of 26, and he now has a seven-match winning streak
on grass.

The 34-year-old’s huge serve was on full display when
he won the ‘s-Hertogenbosch title on grass last week and
once again he used it to devastating effect against 2010
Queen’s winner Querrey.

“I was never top 30 before in my life, and now this year
for the first time I have a “2” in front of my ranking. That
means a lot,” Muller said.

“Those are things you dream of as a kid, so when it
happens it feels good.” Dimitrov moved into the last four
with a 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 win against Russia’s Daniil Medvedev.
With Medvedev suffering a shoulder injury during the
pre-match warm-up and needing lengthy treatment
before he could start playing, it was no surprise Dimitrov
won the first set after sprinting into a 5-0 lead. — AFP

Ex champs Cilic, Dimitrov 
into Queen’s semi-finals
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NEW DELHI: Commuters take shelter under the roof of a metro station as it rains in New Delhi, India, Wednesday, June 21, 2017. The annual monsoon rains are crucial for India’s agriculture sector that
accounts for more than 13 percent of the economy and provides work for about half of the country’s 1.25 billion people. —AP

NEW DELHI: Farah Naz is used to attracting
scathing remarks and disapproving looks from
neighbors in her Afghan refugee community as
she leaves for work each day. They tell her she is
“not a good woman”, what she is doing is “shame-
ful” and that her rightful place is inside her south
Delhi home - caring for her sick husband and five
children. But after fleeing the Taleban five years
ago - where she was drenched in kerosene and
almost burnt alive, her husband was ordered
killed, and her children were threatened with kid-
nap - the 32-year-old refugee woman is past car-
ing what people think.

She is on her way to becoming a business
woman. “I had no choice but to work, and now I am
proud,” said Naz. “I am feeding my family and chang-
ing the view of women in my community, but most
importantly I am doing a job which is showing that
refugees also can do something good.” Naz is one of
five Afghan refugee women who are not only bat-
tling traditional gender roles by going out to work,
but who have also become unlikely warriors in the
Indian capital’s fight to curb plastic waste pollution.

The task is immense and 10 hands will not solve
it. But this project is gaining international support
for its twin roles of addressing India’s chronic waste
problem and empowering refugee women who

often flounder in their adopted homelands.
Employed under “Project Patradya” - an initiative led
by Delhi University students - the Afghan women
produce and supply edible bowls, cups and cutlery
to cafes and ice-cream parlors as an alternative to
non-biodegradable plastic ones.

Made from millet and wheat flour, the biscuit-
like tableware is gaining popularity in the West as a
sustainable, environment-friendly option to dispos-
able plastic utensils, and those behind the initiative
believe India is an untapped market. “We wanted to
create a social enterprise model which was not only
looking at improving the environment but also had
a business plan that could employ excluded com-
munities such as refugees,” said 20-year-old com-
merce student Nishchay Hans.

Plagued with plastic pollution
Hans is one of more than 40 students at Kirori Mal

College (KMC) who are part of Enactus, a charity that
supports young people across the world work with
poor communities and build sustainable, eco-friend-
ly businesses. Their projects range from creating
mobile salons for unemployed hairdressers in Ghana
to working with villagers in Malaysia to build home
stays - all with the aim of eventually handing over the
businesses to communities to run themselves.

With New Delhi generating around 650 metric
tons of plastic waste daily, only 60 percent of which
is recycled, KMC students honed in on plastic pollu-
tion as a serious and neglected social problem. They
found disposable plastic plates, bowls, cups and
utensils make up much of the plastic waste in
Delhi’s burgeoning landfills, where it can take up to
up to 1,000 years to decompose and leak pollutants
into the soil and water.

Most of the litter and pollution affecting oceans
also derives from plastics. This has dire conse-
quences for marine species, which in turn is harmful
for those further up the food chain, including
humans, who consume the contaminated fish.
During their months of research, the students visit-
ed Delhi cafes and consulted restaurateurs, bakers
and customers — eventually settling on the idea of
edible tableware as an alternative to use-and-throw
utensils.

The students then approached the city’s
refugees to join their venture in a move welcomed
by the United Nations. “Not only are refugees learn-
ing valuable new skills, they are also part of a mean-
ingful and innovative initiative,” said Ipshita
Sengupta, policy associate at the UN Refugee
Agency. “Such projects demonstrate that refugees
are active members of our society making positive

contributions to the communities they live in.”

Bomb blasts to business women
India - a safe haven in a volatile region - is

home to more than 200,000 refugees and asylum
seekers, many of whom were forced to flee conflict
or persecution in neighboring countries such as Sri
Lanka, China, Afghanistan and Myanmar. But the
country has not signed the landmark 1951
Refugee Convention, which spells out the legal
obligations of states to protect refugees, nor does
it have any domestic legislation in place to ensure
their basic rights.

As a result, many refugees are vulnerable to
harassment and exploitation. They cannot easily
access education and health services and endure
job discrimination and low pay. The 11,000-plus
Afghan refugees in India fare better than some oth-
er poor communities, but many still live hand to
mouth. Opportunities to improve their lives and
gain new skills are limited, so when Naz and the
four other women were offered the chance to join
Project Patradya, they did not hesitate.

Most are the wives of once wealthy business-
men who had good lives in Kabul, but the constant
fear of suicide attacks at schools, bomb blasts at
markets and death and extortion threats from the

Taliban left them with to choice but to flee. In India
now for almost five years, the roles have reversed
and these women are the breadwinners - some
now widows, others have husbands who are too
sick to work or unable to find a job.

They work five hours daily at a charity office,
above a hardware store along the bustling narrow
lanes of Bhogal market, where they sit around a
large table, carefully kneading and rolling dough,
cutting and placing it into baking moulds. As well as
making the products, the women are also trained in
sales and marketing, meet customers and take
orders, with the understanding they will run the
business within three years. Patradya has been in
operation for six months and is currently supplying
edible tableware to 10 cafes and ice-cream parlors
in Delhi, as well as taking online orders.

The women are turning over a small profit, aver-
aging 7,500 rupees ($115) monthly, which is divided
equally between them. “It’s just the beginning, so
the money is not much,” said Hasiba Fata, a 41-year-
old mother of four, as she sprinkled flour over the
ball of dough in front of her. “But we are excited
about the idea that we can become business
women and run our own company, employ other
people and also do something for the environment.
Maybe it’s possible.”  —Reuters

Afghan women refugees reborn as waste warriors
‘I am doing a job to show that refugees can do something good’

LOS ANGELES: The tallest building west of the
Mississippi River opened its doors on Friday in once-
stodgy downtown Los Angeles, which is sprouting a
crop of new skyscrapers. Here are some things to
know about the Wilshire Grand Center:

How tall is tall?
The 73-story building has a huge spire that

brings its height to 1,100 feet (335 meters), topping
the nearby US Bank Tower by more than 80 feet.
The Bank Tower had held the height record since
1989. Critics might argue that a spire rising nearly
200 feet above the top of the building should not
count, but it meets the criteria of the Council on
Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat, which lists the
world’s tallest buildings based on the “architectural
top of the building.” A 2-foot lightning rod at the
very top, however, doesn’t count. The skyscraper is
still dwarfed by buildings on the East Coast and
overseas. In the United States, One World Trade
Center is 1,776 feet tall, making it the sixth-largest
completed building in the world. The tallest build-
ing, the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, rises 2,717 feet, or
more than a half-mile high.

No flattop, please
The tower features a 100-foot-tall, sail-shaped

crown built of glass and steel. It is the first mod-
ern high-rise in Los Angeles without a flat roof.
Since 1974, high-rise buildings had to have heli-
copter pads in case of fires or other emergencies.
The Wilshire Center obtained Fire Department

permission to use other safety features, including
a special landing platform and a dedicated eleva-
tor for firefighters. The city ended the flat-roof
requirement in 2015.

Lights, action, entertainment
The building’s spine and sail have programmable

LEDs that can provide colorful illumination and visu-
als. Ripples of rainbow illumination glowed and
flowed all the way up the building’s 73 stories on
Friday night in its inaugural lighting. The tower also
includes an 889-room InterContinental hotel where
rooms will go for about $400 a night; some 350,000
square feet (32,516 square meters) of office space; a
shopping mall and an observation deck. Restaurants
range from the open-air, rooftop Spire 73 offering
“chic fire pits” and signature cocktails to La
Boucherie, with stratospheric steak prices and a
wine list with 1,200 selections.

Construction
The building, located in the Financial District,

cost about $1.2 billion to build. Construction
began in 2014. It reached a milestone that year
when 21,200 cubic yards (16,208 cubic meters) of
concrete, weighing 82 million pounds (37 million
kilograms), were poured over a span of 18 hours to
create the foundation. That broke the Guinness
World Record for a continuous pour set during the
1999 construction of The Venetian hotel and casino
in Las Vegas.

The record was eclipsed again this April when a

foundation for a mall was poured in the United Arab
Emirates. Construction work on the tower was shut
down for two days last year when an electrician
killed himself by jumping from the 53rd floor. The
tower includes a massive, stabilizing central core
and braces designed to act as shock absorbers to
withstand gusty Santa Ana winds and earthquakes.
Southern California has dozens of faults, and the
building is designed to withstand about a magni-
tude-7.5 temblor.

Jobs, jobs, jobs
The building construction provided about 11,000

jobs. Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis says
the tower and its many tenants will provide about
1,750 permanent jobs and the tourism and business
it may bring could provide another 122,000 jobs
indirectly. The Wilshire Grand Center is part of a con-
struction boom in the resurgent downtown area
that for decades emptied out at night as commuters
headed for the suburbs. The opening of the Staples
Center arena in 1999 helped anchor redevelopment
projects in the surrounding area. The Walt Disney
Concert Hall, an internationally known architectural
landmark designed by Frank Gehry, opened in 2003.
Vacant office buildings have become pricey lofts
and apartments, a new art museum opened and
with changes to density and zoning laws, plans are
moving ahead to create gigantic complexes of resi-
dences, hotels and shopping districts. About 150
building projects are in the works, including some
20 skyscrapers of 35 stories or more.  —AP

Tallest building west of Mississippi River opens

LOS ANGELES: A light show illuminates Wilshire Grand Center to celebrate
its grand opening. —AP
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.744
Indian Rupees 4.723
Pkistani Rupees 2.898
Srilankan Rupees 1.985
Nepali Rupees 2.945
Singapore Dollar 221.570
Hongkong Dollar 38.988
Bangladesh Taka 3.763
Philippine Peso 6.100
Thai Baht 8.968

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.147
Qatari Riyal 83.578
Omani Riyal 790.281
Bahraini Dinar 808.020
UAE Dirham 82.850

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.050
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.737
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.221
Tunisian Dinar 124.890
Jordanian Dinar 428.970
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.027
Syrian Lira 2.168
Morocco Dirham 31.513

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 304.100
Euro 343.630
Sterling Pound 391.960
Canadian dollar 231.960
Turkish lira 87.260

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 315.620
Australian Dollar 234.770
US Dollar Buying 302.900

GOLD
20 Gram 257.580
10 Gram 131.710
5 Gram 66.700

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.900
Canadian Dolla 226.475
Sterling Pound 388.545
Euro 342.155
Swiss Frank 295.810
Bahrain Dinar 806.040
UAE Dirhams 83.135
Qatari Riyals 84.355
Saudi Riyals 81.935
Jordanian Dinar 428.545
Egyptian Pound 16.923
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.988
Indian Rupees 4.725
Pakistani Rupees 2.898
Bangladesh Taka 3.772
Philippines Pesso 6.140
Cyprus pound 167.715
Japanese Yen 3.755
Syrian Pound 2.420
Nepalese Rupees 3.962
Malaysian Ringgit 72.080

Job hunting is very demanding, especially when
competition is high for the same position.
Nowadays, job hunting does not only mean

having the right qualifications, a professional CV,
and strong interview skills. It also means outper-
forming other candidates who might be more quali-
fied than you are on paper.

Everybody is prone to a job rejection and it can
be quite tough to deal with; particularly when
you’ve been applying and interviewing for a while
and you’re very adamant about getting this particu-
lar job. However, there are a few things to remember
that can help you stay positive and motivated after a
rejection. Here is what the career experts at
Bayt.com recommend: 

Don’t take things personally
Most hiring decisions may not be clear to you as

job seekers. You might have performed excellently

during the interview, but there might have been
other factors that influenced the hiring decision. For
example, there might have been a more qualified
candidate, or a candidate with similar experience
but demands half the pay. You might be really good,
but that doesn’t make you a “good fit” for a certain
position. A rejection is inevitable at some point. So
don’t take it personally and blame yourself, because
if you’ve prepared yourself and tried your best, you
certainly did your part.

Ask for feedback
When responding to a job rejection letter, it is rec-

ommended to ask the employer for more detailed
feedback about your interview and performance in
order to help you improve for the next time. If you
weren’t able to get feedback from the busy employer
after an interview, try to seek other useful feedback
from HR professionals so you can get constructive

criticism. Also, always try to practice interviews with
friends; it can help you feel more confident before
heading to a job interview. Remember that a job
rejection is a great learning experience. Just think of
it as a practice for your next round. 

Never stop learning
If you’re currently unemployed and searching for

a job, it’s important to keep your experience and
skills up to date. To do so, take a training course or
volunteer at a relevant organization. This way, not
only will you keep yourself professionally up to date,
but you will also boost your confidence and keep
yourself motivated. Being unemployed can have a
big negative effect on you, as you might feel you’re
stuck in one place. By taking action, you’ll feel that
you’re always developing as a person. Another
advantage would be that this course you might be
taking and this volunteer experience you might be

building could be something to talk about in your
next job interview!

Keep a positive attitude
Always approach new job opportunities with a

fresh perspective and a positive attitude. Don’t keep
dwelling on how you were rejected in past interviews.
Before heading to a new job interview, try to tailor
your CV to best suit the position you’re applying for,
and do a full research on the company. If you’ve made
mistakes in your past interviews, learn from them but
put the negativity behind you.  Always keep a fresh
approach and don’t forget to stay true to your experi-
ence and personality. You might have lost one, two, or
10 opportunities but there are plenty more for you to
pursue. Start your search again and find over 10,000
jobs available on Bayt.com on any given day. You just
have to keep pushing yourself and you will find the
job that suits you best!

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.381970 0.391970
Czech Korune 0.004997 0.016997
Danish Krone 0.041739 0.046739
Euro 0. 335153 0.344153
Norwegian Krone 0.031958 0.037158
Romanian Leu 0.074243 0.074243
Slovakia 0.009095 0.019095
Swedish Krona 0.030923 0.035923
Swiss Franc 0.305977 0.316977
Turkish Lira 0.082073 0.092373

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.223131 0.235131
New Zealand Dollar 0.214565 0.224065

America
Canadian Dollar 0.224522 0.233522
Georgina Lari 0.137438 0.137438
US Dollars 0.300200 0.304600
US Dollars Mint 0.300700 0.304600

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003386 0.003970
Chinese Yuan 0.043246 0.046746
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036931 0.039681

Indian Rupee 0.004253 0.004941
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002654 0.002834
Kenyan Shilling 0.002931 0.002931
Korean Won 0.000258 0.000273
Malaysian Ringgit 0.067351 0.073351
Nepalese Rupee 0.002976 0.003146
Pakistan Rupee 0.002692 0.002982
Philippine Peso 0.006024 0.006324
Sierra Leone 0.000037 0.000043
Singapore Dollar 0.214515 0.224515
South African Rand 0.017752 0.026252
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001608 0.002188
Taiwan 0.009902 0.010082
Thai Baht 0.008640 0.009190

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.799738 0.808238
Egyptian Pound 0.014453 0.020361
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000190 0.000250
Jordanian Dinar 0.423835 0.432835
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000151 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019791 0.043791
Nigerian Naira 0.000334 0.000969
Omani Riyal 0.783969 0.789649
Qatar Riyal 0.079294 0.084234
Saudi Riyal 0.080060 0.081360
Syrian Pound 0.001290 0.001510
Tunisian Dinar 0.120455 0.128455
Turkish Lira 0.082073 0.092373
UAE Dirhams 0.081425 0.083125
Yemeni Riyal 0.000989 0.001069

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.135
Thai Bhat 9.910
Turkish Lira 86.480

How to move past a job rejection

KUWAIT: On this blessed occasion of Eid Al
Fitr, Gulf Bank would like to convey its sin-
cere congratulations and best wishes to
the Amir of the State of Kuwait, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah; His Highness the Crown Prince,
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah;
and His Highness the Prime Minister,
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and to the people of Kuwait. 

As per the approved guidelines set by
the Kuwait Banking Association (KBA),
Gulf Bank would like to announce its
Branches and Head Office closures
depending on the date of Eid.  I f
Ramadan is 29 days, the Bank will be
closed from Sunday, 25 June to Tuesday,
27 June 2017, and will resume its regular
working hours on Wednesday, 28 June
2017. In the case of Ramadan being 30
days, the Bank’s branches and the Head
Office will be closed from Sunday, 25
June 2017 to Thursday, 29 June 2017 and
will resume its regular working hours on
the Sunday, 2 July 2017.

However, several of the Bank’s branch-
es and banking business units will be
working on a limited scale on Thursday,
29 June 2017. The branches are: Mubarak
Al Kabeer, Fahaheel 1,  Jahra 1, Salmiya
Co-op, Farwaniya 1 and Hawally. The
banking units that will operate are Trade
Finance, Treasury Operations, Consumer
Loans , CPU Unit,  SWIFT Unit and the
Consumer Banking Operations.

In addition, the Bank’s clients will con-
tinue to be served round-the-clock
through its dedicated Customer Contact
Center. Moreover, Gulf Bank’s Interactive
Teller Machines (ITMs) will be available
during Eid holidays from 10am till
3:30pm in Jabriya, Adan, Fahaheel, and
South Surra. Clients can also access the
Bank’s online portal,  (www.e-
gulfbank.com) to find out more about the
latest products and services; or to down-
load the Mobile Banking App’s (App
store/Android) to monitor accounts and
conduct self-service banking transac-
tions, or view its social media channels.

Gulf Bank extends best 
wishes for Eid Al-Fitr 

1. Interests Rates
Over one and a half year (since 16 December
2015 until June 14, 2017), the Federal Reserve
Bank raised the base interest rate on the US dol-
lar four times at an average of 0.25% point each
time to become 1.25%. The base interest rate
was fixed and close to zero (0.25%) since the
global financial crisis in 2008 until December
2015 because the concern of the US Federal
Reserve Bank was about stimulating the fragile
growth and not fear of inflation. Even when it
raised the interest for the first time on December
16, 2015 with a promise to raise it three times in
2016, it did only once at the end of 2016 due to
continued weak inflation rates, weak labor mar-
ket, and fragility of global economy.

The Central Bank of Kuwait has raised the dis-
count rate on the Kuwaiti Dinar by 0.25% point
on December 17, 2015, December 15, 2016 and
March 16, 2017 simultaneous with the three US
Federal increases. CBK decided not to raise the
discount rate this June to act against its subordi-
nation to the US dollar interest rate movement
since December 2015. 

That is not a precedent in modern history as
since the start of the current millennium, the US
Federal Reserve Bank raised or lowered the base
interest rates on the US dollar 47 times and the
Central Bank of Kuwait disagreed 10 times on
increase and disagreed 11 times in case of
decrease, and the Central Bank of Kuwait moved
unilaterally once in case of increase, 5 times in
case of decrease. In our last report about inter-
est rate movement in December 2016, we men-
tioned that the Central Bank of Kuwait’s choice
is between bad and worse; the bad is to raise
the interest rate similar to the US dollar to sacri-
fice the concern with the weak growth of the
Kuwaiti economy against repatriation of the
Kuwaiti Dinar. 

The worse is to allow reducing the attractive -
ness of the Kuwaiti Dinar by not raising its inter-
est rates on the Kuwaiti Dinar against the US dol-
lar which could endanger its repatriation, i.e.
shifting to dollar deposits thus adversely affect-
ing growth. This time it seems that the fragile
domestic economic growth and the unexpected
drop in oil prices, despite extending production
cuts agreement, and difficult operation environ-
ment at banks because of weak economic
growth and the negative geopolitical events the
latest of which was the rift among GCC states
drove the Central Bank of Kuwait to fix the dis-
count rate on Kuwaiti dinars. To compensate
depositors it raised the interest rate on
Government securities-bonds-discount by a

0.25%, to compensate banks all allow them to
raise the return on deposits by the same
amount. This action represents the attempt of
the Central Bank of Kuwait to keep the differ-
ence margin on deposits in favor of the Kuwaiti
dinar against the American dollar as is while
keeping interest rate on loans unchanged to
encourage borrowing and it bears the increase
cost of the (repo) rate or securities discount.

2. Some Energy Statistics 2016 
Volume 2017 titled “BP Statistical Review of

World Energy - June 2017” issued by British
Petroleum (BP), and published on its website,
indicates that the growth in global primary ener-
gy consumption remained low in 2016, at 1%.
The increase in the growth rates of consumption
of global energy vis-‡-vis 2015 scored 2.8% for
hydroelectricity, 1.6% for oil, 1.5% for natural
gas, 1.3% for nuclear energy, and -1.7% for coal -
most polluting-. 

Global proved oil reserves in the end of 2016
scored about 1706.7 billion barrels, a rise by
about 15.2 billion barrels from 2015. The Middle
East region contributes about 813.5 billion bar-
rels, i.e., about 47.7% of global oil reserves, and
about 99.3% (of the 47.7%) of which is in the
Gulf region (GCC excluding Bahrain and includ-
ing Iran and Iraq). South and Central America
contribute about 19.2% (about 327.9 billion bar-
rels), and North America contributes about
13.3% (about 227.5 billion barrels), while Europe
and Central Asia contribute 9.5% (about 161.5
billion barrels), Africa by about 7.5% (about 128
billion barrels), and finally Asia Pacific by 2.8%
(about 48.4 billion barrels). 

The Middle East region produced 34.5% of
global oil production in 2016, which amounted
to about 92.150 million barrels/day (Saudi
Arabia 13.4%, Iran 5%, Iraq 4.8%, UAE 4.4% and
Kuwait 3.4%), and ME contributes (as mentioned
earlier) about 47.7% of global oil reserves. North
America produced 20.9% of global oil produc-
tion (USA 13.4%), Europe and Central Asia 19.2%
(Russian Federation 12.2%), Asia Pacific 8.7%
(China 4.3%) Africa 8.6%, South and Central
America 8.1%. 

Asia Pacific consumed about 34.8% of global
oil consumption (China 12.8%, India 4.6%, Japan
4.2%, and South Korea 2.9%), North America
consumed about 24.7% (USA 20.3%), Europe
and Central Asia consumed about 19.5%
(Russian Federation 3.3%). This means oil is con-
sumed beyond where its reserves are concen-
trated, which attaches high strategic importance
to the Gulf region. The magnitude of consump-

tion started to tilt eastwards and will increase
with time, for China, India and Japan now con-
sume collectively more than the USA.

3. Aggregated Performance for Banks’
Sector - First Quarter 2017 

The banking sector contains 10 Kuwaiti banks
achieved noticeable growth in its net profits in
the first three months of the current year vis-‡-
vis the same period of 2016. First quarter 2017
profits scored KD 196 million, after deducting
taxes and minority equities, rising by KD 12.6
million or by 6.9%, compared with KD 183.4 mil-
lion in the same period of 2016. The 10 banks’
operational profits prior to discounting provi-
sions increased by KD 75.1 million, or by 23.9%,
and scored about KD 388.7 million compared
with KD 313.6 million. 

Therefore, due to rise in operational incomes
of the banks by 8.8%, versus a reduction in total
expenditures by 1.1%. The impact was reflected
directly on the rise in net banks’ profits. Despite
the rise in incomes, the Kuwaiti banks continued
to implement blocking provisions against non-
performing loans. Total provisions blocked
scored KD 162.6 million in the first quarter com-
pared with KD 132.9 million, rising by 22.3%
while it decreased by 2% of the last quarter of
2016, when it scored KD 166 million. Therefore,
the rise in total provisions might affect negative-
ly the rise in banks’ net profits unless improve-
ment in operation environment continues,
which is highly doubtful. 

Profits of the five traditional banks scored
about KD 121.8 million, which is 62.2% of total
net profits of the 10 banks, rising by 3.7% com-
pared with the same period of last year. While
share of the Islamic banks scored KD 74.1 mil-
lion, which is 37.8% of the 10 bank’s net profits,
rising by 12.6% from its level of the same period
last year. This means the performance of Islamic
banks continued to grow at higher rates. (P/E)
for the banking sector on annual basis scored
14 times compared to 13.9 times for the same
period last year. 

The average return on total assets rose
slightly to 1.1% compared with 1%. While the
average return on equities (ROE) remained at
8.5% for both periods. When comparing the
performance of the 10 banks, “NBK” continued
to achieve the highest value in profits which
scored KD 85.4 million (15 fils earnings per
share), about 43.6% of the banking sector net
profits, a rise by 8.1% vis-‡-vis the same period
of 2016, due to the rise in interests returns and
net incomes from Islamic financing. 

Al Shall Weekly Economic Report
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ATHENS: A woman holding her dog walks past a pile of garbage in central
Athens on June 22, 2017, as contract garbage collectors refuse for the third day
to pick up garbage cans and demand the renewal of their contracts. —AFP

PARIS: Credit ratings agency Moody’s on
Friday raised Greece’s long-term issuer
rating to “Caa2” from “Caa3” after euro-
zone governments extended a credit life-
l ine to  the countr y.  Moody ’s  a lso
changed its outlook to “positive”, up from
“stable” previously, saying it saw signs
that the heavily indebted country’s econ-
omy was stabilizing.

It pointed to a mid-June agreement
reached by Greece’s  creditors  to re -
launch an aid plan to the country, which
had been blocked for months due to dis-
agreements between eurozone coun-
tr ies- especial ly  Germany-and the
International Monetary Fund. The move
reduces the spectre of a short-term crisis,
after eurozone governments agreed to
give Greece a new credit lifeline of some
8.5 billion euros ($9.5 billion).

Moody’s said it expected Greece’s debt
ratio to stabilize this year at 179 percent

of GDP, adding that growth should return
to the economy this  year  and nex t .
Greece returned to growth in the first
quar ter  of  2017,  with a  0 .4  percent
increase in GDP, according to figures
revised upwards in early June. “It is too
early to conclude that economic growth
will be durable,” Moody’s said.

The IMF, which links financial aid to
debt relief, has also signed an “agree-
ment in principle” to allow immediate
assistance that avoids a payment crisis
in Athens this summer. It said Thursday
that negotiations with creditors for debt
reduction had “made progress”. “If we
did not think there was a good chance
of reaching a debt deal, we would not
have chosen that  route,” an  IMF
spokesman said. Moody’s also raised the
long-term country ceilings for foreign-
currency and local-currency bonds to B3
from Caa2. —AFP

Moody’s raises sovereign 
bond rating after bailout

EL DAIEN: Sudan has made “positive”
steps towards meeting Washington’s con-
ditions for permanently lifting 20-year-old
sanctions on the African country, the US
envoy to Khartoum told AFP in an inter-
view. Then-president Barack Obama
eased the sanctions in January, but made
their permanent lifting dependent on
Khartoum’s progress in five areas of con-
cern during a six-month review period
that ends on July 12.

These conditions-known as the “five
tracks”-include improved access for aid
groups, an end to support for rebels in
neighboring South Sudan, an end to hos-
tilities in the conflict zones of Darfur, Blue
Nile and South Kordofan, and counterter-
rorism cooperation with US intelligence
agencies.

“I can say without much hesitation that,
with the few exceptions, the advances on
the five tracks have been positive,” US
charge d’affaires in Khartoum, Steven
Koutsis, said. “The few exceptions being...
the implementation of humanitarian
access is uneven... and that we want to see
that the government begins to act more
on moving towards a more permanent
agreement with the opposition” on ending
hostilities.

Koutsis was speaking after touring
Darfur, which has been gripped by conflict
since 2003 when ethnic minority rose up
against the Arab-dominated government
in Khartoum.  Koutsis travelled across vast

stretches of the western region, which is as
large as France, to make a first-hand
assessment of security ahead of President
Donald Trump’s decision on the trade
embargo next month. While Khartoum has
allowed more access to many parts of
Darfur, there are some where restrictions
remain, aid workers say. Washington first
imposed the sanctions in 1997 over
Khartoum’s alleged support for Islamist
militant groups. Now slain Al-Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden was based in the
Sudanese capital from 1992 to 1996.

‘Extreme restraint’ 
Washington has kept the sanctions in

place largely in response to the scorched-
earth tactics that President Omar al-
Bashir ’s regime has used against the
rebels in Darfur. At least 300,000 people
have been killed and 2.5 million displaced
in the region, the United Nations says.
Koutsis said it was highly unlikely that a
permanent agreement to end hostilities
would be signed before July 12, but said
Khartoum had shown “extreme restraint”
in responding to rebel attacks over the
past year.

“The fundamental issue that we asked
for in return for sanctions relief was to stop
any offensive,” Koutsis said in El Daien, the
East Darfur state capital. “We considered
aerial bombardments as offensives, as an
offensive act, not a defensive act in any
way.” Previously, government forces would

launch a “large offensive” against pro-rebel
communities if the rebels looted a village
or stole cattle, he said.

“We have not seen that this time, in
the last one year,” said Koutsis, whose
assessment of Darfur is expected to
guide Washington’s decision on sanc-
tions. “We have seen that when the army
does attack, they act with restraint...  they
stop when they achieve their objective,
they do not continue. “We have seen that
the government has shown extreme
restraint even in circumstances where
they could have responded under the
genus of self-defence.” 

Concerns over UN drawdown 
However, an expected drawdown of

the 17,000-strong United Nations and
African Union peacekeeping force in
Darfur threatens to unravel the fragile
gains achieved so far, Koutsis said. “The
biggest concern I have is the pace that
UNAMID will draw down requires that the
government of Sudan step up and fill
those gaps in issues of security and devel-
opment assistance,” he said. “As we have
seen it is not clear that the government is
fully able at this point to do that.”

Some think tanks have urged
Washington to maintain the sanctions,
accusing Khartoum of curbing freedom
of speech, violating human rights and
repressing Christians and other minority
groups. Koutsis said Washington was not

blind to these issues and had “big differ-
ences” with Khartoum over them,
although the two currently enjoyed a
level of confidence that hadn’t existed
for 25 years. But the purpose of the sanc-
tions was to end Sudanese support for
extremist groups and bring peace to
Darfur, he said.

“None of these other issues were the

point of sanctions, and none of these
other issues, therefore, should be linked
to the lifting of sanctions.” Koutsis said
that overall the sanctions had worked.
“Yes, I can say with absolute certainty
that Darfur today is more peaceful than it
was a year ago,” he said. “That is not to say
that the causes of Darfur have been fully
addressed, not by a long shot.” —AFP

Sudan has made ‘positive’ steps on meeting sanctions terms: US envoy

RENO: Nevada regulators reaffirmed
their intentions Friday to issue licenses
necessary for retailers to begin selling pot
for recreational use on July 1 while com-
plying with a court order in a lawsuit filed
by alcohol wholesalers who want a piece
of the pot distribution business.

The retail licensees could include as
many as 25 medical dispensaries in the
Las Vegas area and four others in Reno
that already have medical retail licenses,
as long as they adhere to packaging
requirements in an emergency regula-
tion to be adopted tomorrow, state
Department of Taxation spokeswoman
Stephanie Klapstein said.

The fate of the recreational program
has been in limbo since a Carson City
judge ruled Tuesday that the ballot meas-
ure voters approved requires that alcohol
wholesalers have exclusive rights to pot
distribution licenses for 18 months.
Distribution licenses allow pot to be
moved between locations and are differ-
ent than retail licenses.

The state had wanted the option of
licensing existing medical marijuana busi-
nesses to serve as distributors when recre-
ational sales begin. But District Judge
James Wilson issued a temporary injunc-
tion barring distribution licenses for any-
one except alcohol wholesalers. Klapstein
said Friday that won’t hold up licensing of
marijuana establishments. “The injunction
has no effect on the other license types,”
she said. Kevin Benson, a lawyer for the
Independent Alcohol Distributors of
Nevada, did not immediately respond to
requests for comment. The group filed the
lawsuit considered by Wilson aimed at
blocking any pot distribution licenses out-
side the liquor industry.

Klapstein emphasized Friday that no
decisions have been made on granting
recreational pot licenses to the dispen-
saries in Reno and Las Vegas. “That said,
those that applied, meet the qualifica-
tions and whose applications we get
processed before July 1, will be licensed

by July 1,” she said. However, retail sales
could be short-lived unless the state
issues distribution licenses necessary to
move additional products from growers
to retailers. “Once that inventory runs out,
without distributors, they are not going
to be able to restock,” Klapstein said. The
on-again, off-again plan to launch recre-
ational sales has medical marijuana out-
lets scrambling to stockpile enough pot
to meet what’s expected to be extremely
high demand. “It’s been a little chaotic,”
said Clint Cates, director of compliance
for the operators of the Mynt Cannabis
Dispensary in Reno, which sells medical
marijuana.

Different requirements
The operators also transport medical

pot products between about 25 pot facili-
ties statewide. Unlike recreational pot
movement, transporting medical marijua-
na does not require a distribution license.
Cates said he’s confident some alcohol
wholesalers will get pot distribution licens-
es in the coming weeks while existing
stockpiles at dispensaries are sold to recre-
ational customers.

“Our phones have been blowing up
with calls from all the dispensaries that we
currently serve down in Las Vegas who are
trying to stock up on inventory,” Cates said.
“We have been back-stocking for four to six
months, so we have extra inventory on
hand.” Department of Taxation Director
Deonne Contine issued an emergency
statement Thursday explaining the need to
implement before July 1 new marijuana

restrictions the Legislature approved last
month. The new provisions - which the
Nevada Tax Commission is expected to
approve on Monday would mandate child-
proof packaging with warning labels and
prohibit the sale of products that appeal to
children such as lollipops and gummies.
They also make clear that edible products
sold for recreational use can’t carry as high a
percentage of THC as allowed in items used
for medicinal purposes. Mike Willden, chief
of staff for Gov. Brian Sandoval, said the gov-
ernor doesn’t intend to propose an emer-
gency regulation allowing anyone other
than alcohol wholesalers to serve as pot dis-
tributors. “It’s more important to him to have
tight packaging and labeling and tight secu-
rity and tight controls than to just have an
artificial July 1 date,” Willden said. —AP

Nevada’s on-again, off-again 
marijuana sales are back on

Fate of recreational program in limbo

RENO: In this March 24, 2017 file photo, Nevada state Sen Don Gustavson, R-Sparks, smells a
sample of marijuana as Christopher Price, a ‘’budtender’’ at the Blum medical marijuana dispen-
sary, describes the operation during a brief tour at the store. —AP

LONDON: In a small London workshop on
a hot summer’s day, Reem goes back and
forth between caring for her crying son and
assembling purple campanulas, pink
peonies and blue nigellas in a bouquet.
Among the discarded stems that litter the
floor, refugee women rush to ready the
flowers for delivery to London homes
before the heat wilts all their work.

“I find myself surrounded by refugees,
and I feel we are being valued - I love the ini-
tiative,” Marie, a refugee from the
Democratic Republic of Congo, told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation in her native
French. Marie and Reem, a 28-year-old from
Syria, are among some 50 refugee women
who have trained as florists in the British
capital in a bid to overcome the many chal-
lenges they face on their way to meaningful
employment.

While most are still waiting for their asy-
lum applications to be processed, some of
the women are now working as nursery
teachers, elderly carers or volunteering in
shops. The women interviewed in the work-
shop declined to reveal their real names to
avoid repercussions back home. The training
aims to give them a grounding in their
adopted homeland, as well as teaching the
artistry of flower arranging. “It’s about learn-
ing the skills of floristry but also about speak-
ing English more and interacting with differ-
ent people,” said Olivia Wilson, head florist at
their new place of work, Bread and Roses.

Bread and roses
Bread and Roses is a social enterprise

based in the east London borough of
Hack ney,  which aims to help female
refugees get ready for work, be it with
flowers or not. Their mantra: helping
refugee women to f lourish through
employment.

The company, founded in 2016, runs
training programs where women learn
how to make bouquets and care for a
range of flowers, as well as how to write
CVs. During workshops, they practice
speaking English and make new friends in
the capital. There were about 117,000
refugees and 35,000 asylum seekers in
Britain in June 2016, according to the
United Nations.

Even if migrants are granted refugee
status in Britain and given access to regu-
lar benefits and the right to work, limited
job opportunities and growing anti-immi-
gration sentiment mean they are not
always able to find work. For women, the
path to employment is paved with further
obstacles: many lack the skills or confi-
dence of their male peers, while others
struggle to find jobs that would cover the
high cost of childcare.  Reem used to
teach in Syria but could not find educa-
tion or work opportunities in London that
would take into account her two children
- until she started training with Bread and
Roses.

She can now bring them along while
she gains workplace experience and
achieves a level of English that will allow
her to train to become a nurse - her ulti-
mate goal.  “Because of childcare and
health issues, it’s very difficult for even
part-time work - 15 to 20 hours a week is
quite a big ask,” said Sneh Jani, co-founder
of Bread and Roses.

Breaking barriers
Many refugee women come from coun-

tries such as Syria,  Eritrea and the
Democratic Republic of Congo, where edu-
cation and work opportunities are more
limited for women than for men. “They are
less skilled and haven’t had the career or
employment history that their male coun-
terparts have,” Matthew Powell, director of
employment charity Breaking Barriers, told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation by
phone. “They have transferable skills that
they can apply but don’t know how to
articulate them,” he added.

For example, women might have cared
for elderly relatives back home, but do not
recognise this experience as relevant to a
next step in healthcare, Powell said. The
Middle East and North Africa have the low-
est rates of women in paid work and most
jobs were confined to education, social
work and agriculture, a United Nations
report said last week. Some of the obsta-
cles the women face lie deep within: the

emotional and physical scars left by the
violence they fled at home, which can pre-
vent them taking on full-time work. Many
women attending the Hackney workshops
were survivors of female genital mutila-
tion, sexual abuse or trafficking.

“Refugees often have to overcome the
mental scars of torture or persecution, of
losing loved ones, or of arduous journeys,”
said Laura Padoan, a spokeswoman for the
U.N. refugee agency UNHCR. “Refugee
women in particular are more vulnerable
to exploitation, trafficking and abuse at
every stage of their journeys.”

Baggage and skills
Without a job, migrants can’t earn an

income, improve their English or meet
people - key factors for integration. And
migrant women often face a dispropor-
tionate degree of isolation. “Women don’t
get access to the same social networks
that men do, within or outside their ethnic
community,” Powell said. “They’re not get-
ting this moral support, not able to chat
with friends,” he added. 

Back in the workshop, Marie sweeps up
the last petals and stalks while Reem feeds
her 9-month-old son, who falls silent.
“Refugees are people we should not
underestimate,” Marie said. “They might
have emotional baggage because they
have been through bad things, but they
have a lot of skills.”  — Reuters

Refugee women prepare for 
the tough UK world of work

DARFUR: This file photo taken on June 19, 2017 shows Steven Koutsis (R),
the United States’ top envoy in Sudan, posing for a picture with Sudanese
children and villagers in the war-torn town of Golo in the thickly forested
mountainous area of Jebel Marra in central Darfur. —AFP

Nigeria hopes to
raise $1bn from tax

evasion amnesty 
ABUJA: Nigeria hopes to raise at least $1 billion from a
scheme that will give tax evaders a chance to make
payments retrospectively, the finance ministry said on
Friday. The OPEC member, which has Africa’s largest
economy, is in the second year of a recession brought
on by low oil prices. Crude sales make up two-thirds of
national revenue and the government is seeking to
boost its income from non-oil sources.

The finance ministry said a scheme would be
launched on June 29 to give evaders immunity from
prosecution, penalty charges and interest if they “regu-
larize their tax status” between July 1 and December
31, 2017. It said tax evaders who delayed participation
until after December 31 would be liable for interest on
overdue tax balances. International asset tracers and
investigative specialists have been appointed to assist
the government in tracing assets held by Nigerians,
the ministry said in an emailed statement.

“Anticipated funds to be raised are at least US$1 bil-
lion, which will reduce Nigeria’s borrowing needs, allow
investment in vital infrastructure and spur develop-
ment,” said the finance ministry statement. The country’s
record 7.44 trillion-naira ($22.95 billion) 2017 budget,
signed into law last week, seeks to increase capital
expenditure to stimulate growth. Economists have long
criticized the low levels of tax in Africa’s most populous
country and in March the government laid out plans to
increase its overall tax to GDP ratio to 15 percent by
2020 from 6 percent now. The ministry said in May that
it would increase the interest rate on unpaid taxes to
discourage companies and individuals from paying late
and racking up a larger debt. The government has previ-
ously announced plans to increase a luxury goods tax to
15 percent from 5 percent. —Reuters
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NEW YORK: World stocks advanced on Friday
to end the week with a slight gain as a drop in
the dollar helped boost slumping oil prices.
The dollar fell against a basket of major cur-
rencies as preliminary data on U.S. factory and
services activities in June fell short of analyst
forecasts, stoking doubts about U.S. economic
growth for the rest of 2017. That drop in the
greenback helped crude oil pull away from 10-
month lows, although prices were still set for
their worst first-half performance since 1997.
On the week, both Brent and WTI crude have
lost nearly 4 percent.

“Overall, the market is saying it would be nice

to have a little more strength in the energy sec-
tor but the economy is doing OK without it,” said
David Joy, chief market strategist at Ameriprise
Financial in Boston. “At the consumer level,
cheap gasoline is not a bad thing and this is all
translating into the lower inflation. Maybe that is
part of the reason why the dollar is as soft as it is.”
US crude settled up 0.6 percent at $43.01 per
barrel and Brent settled up 0.7 percent at $45.54
on the day.

The climb in crude helped lift energy stocks
on Wall Street, with the group up 0.8 percent.
The US dollar briefly managed to recoup some
of its declines after economic data showed

new US single-family home sales rose in May
and the median sales price surged to an all-
time high. The PHLX housing index advanced
0.6 percent. The Dow Jones Industrial Average
fell 2.53 points, or 0.01 percent, to 21,394.76,
the S&P 500 gained 3.8 points, or 0.16 percent,
to 2,438.3 and the Nasdaq Composite added
28.57 points, or 0.46 percent, to 6,265.25.

The slide in energy prices in recent weeks
has worsened the outlook for inflation, creat-
ing a problem for the world’s major central
banks as they attempt to normalize interest
rates after years of ultra-loose policy. The pan-
European FTS Eurofirst 300 index lost 0.28 per-

cent and MSCI’s gauge of stocks across
the globe gained 0.19 percent to close
out the week up 0.2 percent. The dollar
index fell 0.34 percent, with the euro up
0.41 percent to $1.1196.

The dollar had hit a one-month high
on Tuesday following comments with a
hawkish tone from Fed officials, includ-
ing New York Fed President William
Dudley and Boston Fed President Eric
Rosengren. But it has been stuck in a
tight range since and is up slightly on the
week. Earlier on Friday, St Louis Fed
President James Bullard said the central
bank should wait on any further rate
increases until inflation is reliably head-
ing to the Fed’s 2-percent target.
Cleveland Fed President Loretta Mester
said failure to hike US rates could mean
missing inflation and employment goals
that could cause a recession. The lower
dollar also helped boost gold prices, but
the prospect of further interest rate rises
in the United States limited gains.

EU and UK shares diverge
Another wobble in commodity-relat-

ed shares and dollar earners put pressure
on British blue chips on Friday, under-
scoring their underperformance against
continental European peers a year on
from Britain’s vote to leave the European
Union. Britain’s FTSE 100 was down 0.2
percent at its close, weighed down by
weakness in health care and mining
stocks - large-cap dollar earners. Friday
marked the one-year anniversary of

Britons voting in a referendum by a nar-
row margin to quit the EU, a shock out-
come which then sent sterling, British
and European stocks into a tailspin.

While stocks have recovered sharply
from their slump in the immediate after-
math, in US dollar terms, British stocks
continue to lag peers in Europe and else-
where as a cloudy outlook for sterling
dented appetite among foreign
investors. “Brexit itself, I don’t think, has
had much of an effect on the market, but
what has had an effect has been the fall
in sterling,” said Paul Mumford, senior
investment manager at Cavendish Asset
Management. Mumford said the incon-
clusive outcome of this month’s national
election in Britain was also now weighing
on sterling. “Because of the uncertainty
that might have arisen from the election
result, it may be that sterling is going to
stay down longer than we thought,”
Mumford said. The pan-European STOXX
600 index was down 0.2 percent as falls
among financials, pharma firms and ener-
gy shares weighed.

Elsewhere, broker changes helped
drive price action, with British broadcast-
er ITV rising more than 3 percent after
Morgan Stanley upgraded it to “buy”, cit-
ing its attractive valuation. “Timing is
always tricky but typically the right
moment to buy TV stocks is when adver-
tising starts to improve, even if this is just
on a second derivative basis (i.e. it starts
to become less bad),” Morgan Stanley
analysts said in a note. —Reuters 

Stocks advance as dollar weakness lifts oil
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WASHINGTON:  This file photo taken on February 3, 2017 shows a woman
uses an ATM at a Bank of America branch. —AFP

WASHINGTON: The largest US banks
would withstand a severe recession and
still be able to lend to American house-
holds and businesses, the Federal Reserve
announced Thursday. The results of the
central bank’s so-called stress tests showed
34 major lenders were on solid capital foot-
ing, it said.

“This year’s results show that, even dur-
ing a severe recession, our large banks
would remain well capitalized,” Fed
Governor Jerome Powell said in a state-
ment. “ This would allow them to lend
throughout the economic cycle, and sup-
port households and businesses when
times are tough.” The results portrayed a
picture of increasing resilience in the bank-
ing sector, with the 34 participating firms
having added $750 billion in common
equity capital since 2009.

The most severe hypothetical scenario
imposed by the Fed supposed a global eco-
nomic downturn even worse than the
recent Great Recession. US unemployment
would rise to 10 percent, accompanied by a
35 percent drop in commercial real estate
prices and pressures on corporate loan
markets as well. In this scenario, loan losses
would amount to $383 billion over nine
quarters. The ratio of capital, which allows
lenders to absorb losses, to risk-weighted

assets would drop from 12.5 percent to 9.2
percent. 

The tested banks included Bank of
America, JP Morgan Chase, Wells Fargo,
Morgan Chase and the Deutsche Bank Trust
Corp, a US unit of the troubled German
financial giant. The participating banks rep-
resent more than 75 percent of the assets
of all domestic bank holding companies,
according to the Fed. In the second step of
the annual stress tests, next week the capi-
tal strengths of the individual banks will be
weighed against their capital plans-
whether they would remain adequately
strong after planned dividend distributions
and share buybacks. 

In the past, some banks have been
forced to reel back those plans in order to
further build capital strength. Thursday’s
results also presented the outcome of a less
severe “adverse” scenario in which partici-
pants’ capital ratios only fell to 10.7 percent.
The stress tests are conducted under the
2010 Dodd-Frank financial reform laws,
which Congress enacted in the wake of the
2008 global financial crisis, which President
Donald Trump’s administration has vowed
to scale back. Powell said this week the Fed
would be open to reasonable changes to
the law, including the threshold for includ-
ing banks in the stress tests. —AFP

Major US banks would 
withstand recession

KUWAIT: Global Investment House
(“Global” or the “Company”), a regional
asset management and investment
banking firm headquartered in Kuwait,
with offices in major capital markets in
the MENA region, held today its Annual
General Meeting chaired by Abdul
Wahab Al-Halabi, Director & Chief
Executive Officer. The shareholders
approved all the agenda items.

Shareholders approved the Board of
Director’s proposed case distribution of
KWD22.9 million by capital reduction.
The capital reduction will be imple-
mented by cancelling 229,065,000
shares at the price of KWD0.100 and dis-
tributed cash to shareholders. The share
cancellation will be applied pro-rata to
the holdings of all shareholders exclud-
ing the Treasury Shares. On conclusion
of the capital reduction, issued and
paid-up capital of the company will
stand around KWD 57 million with ade-
quate liquidity to fund the company’s

core fee business and will improve the
return on equity and book value per
share.

Shareholders also approved the
transfer of 10% of the net profit to the
voluntary reserve account amounting

to KWD 353,115 in addition to amend-
ments to select articles of the Articles of
Association and Memorandum of
Association of the Company to reflect
the Companies Law No. 1 of 2016. The
Company reported revenues of

KWD14.7 million and net profits of
KWD3.5 million in 2016 despite a chal-
lenging macro-economic environment
and geo-political uncertainties. On this
occasion, Al-Halabi thanked the compa-

ny’s shareholders and clients for their
trust and continuous support assuring
all stakeholders of the company’s com-
mitment to continue creating value
especially in these challenging times.

Global shareholders approve KD 22.9 million distributions

WASHINGTON: Republicans in full
control of government are on the
brink of history-making changes to
the nation’s health care system. The
impact for consumers would go well
beyond “Obamacare.” Former
President Barack Obama’s signature
law is usually associated with subsi-
dized insurance markets like
HealthCare.gov. But the Affordable
Care Act also expanded Medicaid.

Not only would the GOP legisla-
tion scale back coverage through
the insurance markets and phase
out the Medicaid expansion, it
would also make fundamental
changes to the broader Medicaid
program. The federal-state program
covers low-income people, from
newborns to elderly nursing home
residents, from special-needs kids to
young adults caught in the opioid
epidemic. House Republicans have
passed their health care bill, and
Senate GOP leaders are driving
toward a vote next week. President
Donald Trump is waiting, eager to
deliver on a campaign promise to
repeal the law. Against fast-moving
developments, a look at some major
issues for consumers.

Why Medicaid matters
As health care costs have kept

climbing, employers cut back on
coverage, and Medicaid passed
Medicare as the nation’s largest pub-
lic insurance program. It now covers
about 70 million people, including
children and able-bodied adults
mostly served by private managed
care plans.

The GOP’s biggest Medicaid
change involves limiting future
federal financing. Since its incep-
tion, Medicaid has been an open-
ended entitlement, with
Washington matching a share of
what each state spends. Instead,
Republicans propose a per-benefi-
ciary cap. In addition, the GOP
would phase out added financing
that Obama’s law provided as an
incentive for states to expand the
program and cover more low-
income adults. About 11 million
are covered by the expansion.

The Congressional Budget Office
estimated the House bill would
reduce federal Medicaid spending
by $834 billion over 10 years, and
the program would cover about 14
million fewer people by 2026, a 17
percent reduction. Governors of
both parties have warned Congress
that would mean a cost shift to

states that undermines coverage for
the vulnerable. Medicaid limits got
very little attention in the 2016 pres-
idential campaign. The idea was a
relatively late addition to Trump’s
talking points. Indeed, candidate
Trump had started out promising no
cuts to Social Security, Medicare or
Medicaid.

Economist Douglas Holtz-Eakin, a
longtime GOP adviser, says the
Republican approach is “180
degrees different in its economic
and budgetary philosophy,” from the
course steered by Obama.  The
Medicaid limit would move the
nation closer to putting public

health care programs on a budget,
fiscal discipline that conservatives
say is long overdue. But the human
consequences could be politically
volatile. “No one wins on health care
policy,” observed Holtz-Eakin.

What doctors are saying
Groups representing doctors

and hospitals are overwhelmingly
opposed to the Republican
approach, because it ’s likely to
result in millions more uninsured
people. Consumer organizations
like AARP are also opposed. Under
Obama, the nation’s uninsured rate

dropped below 9 percent, a historic
low. Progress has stalled, partly
because “Obamacare” is politically
divisive. Now, the uninsured rate
may start climbing again, because
both the House and Senate bills cut
federal financing and repeal an
unpopular requirement to carry
health insurance. It “would have a
profoundly negative impact on
Americans,” said John Meigs, presi-
dent of the American Academy of
Family Physicians.

Some Republicans argue that a
Medicaid card or an “Obamacare”
policy means little because either
the doctor doesn’t accept notori-

ously low Medicaid fees, or high
deductibles under the health law
keep patients from coming in. But
doctors see a health insurance card
as a ticket into the system, so
patients can be screened for chron-
ic conditions that can ultimately
lead to serious illnesses. Obama’s
law made many preventive services
free of charge to the patient.

Dr Mott Blair of Wallace, NC,
recalls a patient who got a
colonoscopy that found a polyp,
which undetected could have led to
colon cancer. “Now we are able to
bring them in and get their blood

sugars down, their blood pressure
down,” Blair said in a recent inter-
view. “They’re not going to have a
disastrous complication like a stroke
or a heart attack, at least not for the
foreseeable future.”

Private insurance changes
Republicans would make no sig-

nificant changes to employer-pro-
vided coverage, which remains the
mainstay of private insurance. They
focus instead on the market for
individual policies, which Obama’s
ACA sought to reform by providing
subsidies, setting requirements for
comprehensive coverage, and cre-

ating online markets where con-
sumers could compare plans. An
estimated 17 million to 20 million
people have individual policies.
About 10 million are in the ACA’s
markets.  “Obamacare’s” results
have been mixed, with lower
enrollment than expected, big
losses for many insurers, and sharp
premium increases. The situation
varies from state to state, with
healthy markets in some and oth-
ers struggling to hang on to insur-
ers. Consumers who are not enti-
tled to subsidies can face shock-
ingly high premiums. —AP

The consumer issues stemming 
from GOP health care initiative

Involves limiting future federal financing

WASHINGTON:  In this April 3, 2017, file photo, the Senate side of the Capitol. —AP  

NAIROBI: Sitting on a couch in his home in the
Karen suburb of Nairobi, Samuel Odaga stares at his
phone, his fingers occasionally flicking the screen.
But he’s not checking the weather or the news, or
looking at his email. “I am looking for new cows
posted online,” he explains. Finding cattle to buy - or
finding buyers for animals on sale - used to be a dif-
ficult business, said the livestock trader.

With large swathes of the country hit by recur-
ring periods of drought, Kenyan herders and farm-
ers are increasingly eager to sell animals when
conditions turn worse rather than lose them to
insufficient water and pasture. But finding buyers
can be a problem, they say, and they often lack
good information on what would be a fair price
for the animals.

Victor Otieno, an animal science graduate of
Kenya’s Egerton University, said he “once met a
farmer who thought she had made an excellent
deal selling a cow for 70,000 Kenyan shillings
(about $675).” “Only we met a neighbor later that
day who had just bought the very same cow from
the middleman... for 130,000 shillings ($1,250)!”
he added. 

That information gap prompted Otieno in 2015
to set up Cowsoko, an online marketplace for
dairy farmers that derives its name from the
Swahili word “soko”, or market. Sellers can upload a

picture of their animal, information on its weight,
breed and cost, as well as the seller’s details so
prospective buyers can contact them directly.
They pay an annual fee of 5,000 shillings ($48) to
the site, in addition to a fee of 2.5 percent of the
cow’s selling price.

More options
Philip Okech, a consultant at SNV, a Dutch devel-

opment agency, said farmers often need to travel
long distances - up to 100km - to buy or sell ani-
mals. Cowsoko encourages sellers to hire a van to
deliver sold animals to their buyer within a day of
purchase, Otieno said. Payment on the platform is
enabled by M-Pesa, a popular mobile money serv-
ice in Kenya.

Odaga, who so far has bought six cows using
the service, said he frequently used to get “tricked
by middlemen who would sell me cows at a much
higher price than what they had originally bought
them for”. “And I had to spend even more money to
feed the cows or buy drugs because they weren’t in
good health,” he added.

In addition to problems locating cows for sale or
buyers, Otieno said, farmers face another major
challenge: finding reliable information on fodder
and drugs for the animals. “I noticed that even once
farmers had bought an animal, they knew very little

about diseases that might affect them, what feed
they should give or what fodder might be available
in the area,” he said. With support from experts
including SNV, Otieno now has made information
on cattle fodder and drugs, as well as potential sup-
pliers, available free on the cow trading platform. “I
want farmers to be able to find all the information
they need in one place,” he said.

Tackling fraud
Not everyone shares Odaga’s enthusiasm, how-

ever. David Mugambi, a lecturer at Chuka University
in Kenya’s central Tharaka-Nithi county, warned that
fraud is rife on such online trading platforms.
“Buyers on these platforms need to be careful as
they rarely get to meet the person they’re dealing
with - the seller - nor do they see the animal physi-
cally before buying it, which weakens their negoti-
ating position,” he said. “They also have no control
over the delivery time,” said Mugambi. “If the seller
delivers the animal later than agreed then there’s
not much you can do about it.” To curb fraud,
Otieno said the platform now only accepts sellers
who are registered breeders, “so we can authenti-
cate them”. He also introduced the annual member-
ship fee for sellers to dissuade fraudsters, and to be
able to trace any transaction back to the seller in
case of a dispute. —Reuters

Online cow shopping gathers 
pace among Kenyan farmers

Sulaiman Al Rubaie (Deputy CEO)  & Abdulwahab Al Halabi (CEO)

SAN FRANCISCO: Uber said Wednesday
that its embattled chief executive Travis
Kalanick had agreed to step down from his
job, as the company tries to clean up a cor-
porate culture that has sparked charges of
harassment and discrimination. Kalanick
had already been on a leave of absence
aimed at restoring confidence in the scan-
dal-plagued ridesharing giant. The New
York Times reported that five of the compa-
ny’s major investors had demanded his
departure. “I  can confirm Travis has
resigned,” a spokesman told AFP in an email.
He also quoted from a board statement say-
ing that “Travis has always put Uber first”.

‘Bold decision’ 
“This is a bold decision and a sign of his

devotion and love for Uber,” the board said.
The pioneering company has been facing
pressure to rein in a no-holds-barred man-
agement style led by Kalanick and to
reform its workplace culture. Kalanick is to
stay on as a board member, Uber said.

The investors, who made their demand
in a letter, include one of Uber’s biggest
shareholders, the venture capital firm
Benchmark, The New York Times said. In the
letter, titled “Moving Uber Forward”, the
investors told Kalanick that he must imme-
diately leave as part of a necessary change
in leadership, the Times reported. Kalanick
consulted with at least one Uber board
member, and after long discussions with
some of the investors he agreed to step
down, the paper said.

‘I love Uber’ 
“I love Uber more than anything in the

world and at this difficult moment in my
personal life I have accepted the investors’
request to step aside so that Uber can go

back to building rather than be distracted
with another fight,” Kalanick said in a state-
ment, quoted by The Times and confirmed
by Uber. Last week, Kalanick said one of the
reasons for taking a leave of absence was
the recent death of his mother.

Uber, which is the world’s richest ven-
ture-backed startup, valued at some $68
billion, operates in dozens of countries
despite problems with regulators in many
jurisdictions and protests from established
taxi operators. Kalanick had been seen as
the driving force behind Uber despite a
series of embarrassing missteps. His depar-
ture comes a day after the company
emailed its US drivers to say it would allow
passengers to tip them, starting in three
cities and rolling out across the country by
the end of July. Kalanick had reportedly
been opposed to tipping.

Earlier this month the group, based in
San Francisco, parted ways with its number
two executive, Emil Michael, who had
reportedly been linked to a number of
questionable practices at Uber, including a
visit to a South Korean escort-karaoke bar
and an attempt to dig up embarrassing
information on journalists.

A week earlier Uber said it had fired 20
people after examining 215 claims of dis-
crimination, harassment, unprofessional
behavior and bullying. Uber also this
month released a 13-page document call-
ing for major reforms at the company
based on a probe led by former US attor-
ney general Eric Holder, who investigated
allegations of misconduct and ethical laps-
es. The report, recommendations of which
were adopted by the board, said Uber
“should reformulate its written cultural val-
ues” to “reflect more inclusive and positive
behaviors”. —AFP

Embattled Uber CEO  
Kalanick steps down
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KUWAIT: Launched in time for the Eid break, Qatar
Airways has a new online portal to assist passengers
to apply for and manage their ticket refund process
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates. The
announcement is part of the award-winning global
airline’s ongoing efforts to limit inconvenience to
those of its passengers affected by the recent air-
space and office closures, alongside the blocking of
the airline’s website, providing reassurance that cus-
tomers remain the airline’s utmost priority.

Following closure of airspace, its offices and the
blocking of its websites, Qatar Airways has focused
on finding innovative solutions and limiting its
impact to passengers. This includes providing flexi-
ble commercial and refund policies for any passen-
gers whose flight has been impacted by the recent
travel bans. 

In addition, since the airspace closures began,
the airline has been providing regular communica-
tions through its increased global call centre capac-
ity and new, flexible call-back function on its
Facebook page. Qatar Airways has also taken all
efforts to reassure its passengers that the vast

majority of its global flights remain undisrupted
and that those affected will be assisted as quickly
as possible. The airline is widely recognized as offer-
ing the world’s best service and holds the title of
‘World’s Best Airline,’ as awarded by the customer-
voted the Skytrax awards 2017.

As one of the world’s fastest growing airlines,
Qatar Airways continues to fly the skies with a vast
network of more than 150 destinations, including
the recently launched summer route to Dublin,
Ireland on June 12 and the upcoming Nice, France,
on July 4. Qatar Airways’ operations to and from its
Doha hub continue to run smoothly, with 90 per
cent of flights departing within 15 minutes of their
scheduled departure time.

The airline recently released its annual report for
the fiscal year 2017, revealing a net profit of $541
million, a 21.7 percent year-on-year increase. The
results also show an annual revenue increase of
10.4 percent. This week, the airline also revealed
the revolutionary “First in Business Class” seat,
Qsuite, debuting at the Paris Air Show followed
byits maiden journey between Doha and London
Heathrow on 24 June.

Qatar Airways launches new portal for online refunds 

ABU DHABI: Etihad Airways is increasing capaci-
ty between its Abu Dhabi hub and key markets
of Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Casablanca and Rabat
to cater to the peak June - September travel
period, while additional services to Dammam
will be year-round. Extra flights and the deploy-
ment of bigger aircraft in the Middle East and
North Africa will provide local guests with more
choice and greater convenience travelling dur-
ing the holiday season.

Details are:
• Dammam: 4th new daily flight
• Amman: 2nd new daily flight 

• Beirut: 4 new flights a week and introduc-
tion of Boeing 787

• Cairo: 5th new daily flight 
• Casablanca: Aircraft upgrade to Airbus A340
• Rabat: One extra weekly flight 
Dammam in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will

initially be served with an additional three
morning flights a week on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from June 26, rising to
a daily service on July 9. The capacity increase to
the largest city in the Kingdom’s Eastern
Province will raise frequency on the route to four
daily services year-round. With the Amman route
already upgraded to a Boeing 787 on each of the

current daily services, an additional daily early
morning flight serving the Jordanian capital will
operate between June 25 and September 30.

Four extra flights will be introduced on the
Beirut route on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
and Sundays between August 1 and September
10, taking frequency up from seven to 11 servic-
es a week. Effective August 1, seven of the flights
to Lebanon’s capital city will operate with the
state-of-the-art Boeing 787 featuring 299 seats.
Egypt’s capital Cairo, one of Etihad Airways’ most
popular North African destinations, will have an
additional seven midday flights a week, taking
frequency up to five daily services between
August 1 and September 10.

In Morocco, the daily Casablanca services will
be upgraded from an Airbus A330-300 to A340-
600 aircraft between August 1 and September
10. And frequency to Morocco’s capital city of
Rabat will increase from two to three flights a
week with a new Sunday service operating
between August 6 and September 3.

Peter Baumgartner, Etihad Airways Chief
Executive Officer, said: “As we build up to the
peak travel season and well into the holiday
period, we are delighted to provide our local
guests more choice with additional flights
between Abu Dhabi and some of our key mar-
kets across the Middle East and North Africa. “By
further aligning our capacity with demand dur-
ing the busy upcoming months, the extra servic-
es will help facilitate our guests’ travel to and
from these cities and our popular connecting
destinations in the GCC, Asia, Australia and the
Indian Subcontinent.”

Etihad Airways increases 
MENA flight capacities  

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, announced the
launch of BOLT for the first time in the
country, offering the latest superfast CAT11
network technology on its most advanced
nationwide network. Zain’s introduction of
this revolutionary technology comes as
part of the company’s developmental strat-
egy, through which it seeks to keep up
with the latest innovations witnessed by
the Telecommunications and Information
Technology sector around the world. The
company is committed to offer the most
advanced technologies to its customer
base, considered the largest in Kuwait. 

Zain customers can now enjoy the
advanced CAT11 network technology with
the all-new BOLT router, which is offered
for FREE with unlimited Internet through

the KD 16 plan, for KD 1.5 only with 2 TB
through the KD 13 plan, or for KD 4 only
with 1 TB through the KD 10 plan. Zain is
keen on introducing the latest and most
innovative services and solutions in the
market to elevate its customers’ experience
and offer them convenience while meeting
their unique lifestyles. The company is also
committed to introducing them with the
latest and most competitive offerings, and
will always aim at providing a superior
experience on its most advanced network.
The introduction of this offer highlights
Zain’s eagerness in keeping pace with the
ongoing changes of needs and wants of its
customers. With this latest announcement,
Zain strengthens its leading position in
providing special services and offerings
designed for heavy data users.

Zain launches BOLT for 
the first time in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank would like to remind
Al-Danah customers that they can
deposit money into their accounts
through Gulf Bank’s ITMs, ATM Deposit
Machines as well as the new ePay serv-
ice. Gulf Bank ’s Interactive Teller
Machines (ITM) allow customers to con-
duct transactions by communicating
with a branch teller in a live video/audio
communication. Gulf Bank ’s ITM
machines can be found in the banks’
branches in Jabriya, Al-Adan, Fahaheel
and South Surra. Customers can also
make deposits through the ATM Deposit
Machines and in any of Gulf Bank’s 56
branches. 

Furthermore, Gulf Bank’s ePay service,
which is available on Gulf Bank’s online
and mobile banking, allows customers

to transfer money immediately from any
local bank. Simplify your life by increas-
ing your chances of winning from any
location, at any time! Customers are
encouraged to open an account or
deposit more before June 30th as to
increase their chances of winning the
3rd Quarterly draw for the KD 500,000
prize. To participate in the Al-Danah
draws, customers must have a minimum
balance of KD 200 in their Al-Danah
accounts and must meet the required
hold period for each draw. Customers
can open a new Al-Danah account at any
one of the 56 Gulf Bank branches in
Kuwait.  Those who already have an
account can enhance their chances of
winning the upcoming draws by increas-
ing and maintaining their deposits.

Increase your Al-Danah deposits through
ITMs, ATM Machines, and ePay Service 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
announced that it is ready to fulfill its
commitments towards its clients during
the Eid holiday. The bank will continue to
offer a plethora of services for its clients in
Kuwait and overseas through its website
that offers over 150 eservices, in addition
to the alternative channels, XTM and the
24/7 airport branch.

XTM service allows customers to con-
duct their transactions and perform many
banking services in minutes in a very
modern way using advanced tools
through visual and audio communication
options; conference call with KFH staff
who are always available and ready to
answer all customers’ questions. This serv-
ice is available 24/7 at Avenues mall and
Al Fayhaa Branch.

Moreover, the Call Center will be ready
to receive calls from clients throughout

the day, and will work relentlessly to over-
come any problems that might face
clients in Kuwait and overseas. In addition,
KFH continues to offer its IVR service that
is available throughout the day. Clients
can call to make account transactions, ask
for financial transaction, pay bills, pur-
chase cards to recharge cell phone, and
other services.

Further, clients can take advantage of
KFH’s ATM machines (Shamel) that are
available at most of the branches in vital
locations. KFH offers Mobi Baitok vehicles
that serve as mobile branches that allow
people to deposit and withdraw cash in
addition to other usual transactions. KFH
has additional technical privileges, such as
allowing clients to conduct basic banking
operations through smart phones on KFH
online application that offers a wide range
of services.

KFH set to serve clients 
through airport branch 

Etihad introduces new
changes to ground and

inflight services
ABUDHABI: Etihad Airways is introducing a series of
changes designed to offer increased value and flexibil-
ity based on customer feedback.  The airline is to
amend its chauffeur policy following a review of usage
by premium guests across all major markets. The com-
plimentary chauffeur service will be retained at Etihad
Airways’ Abu Dhabi hub and replaced with a paid
option at specially negotiated rates in all other cities.
The changes will be implemented from 3 July 2017. 

As part of the initiative to improve the value propo-
sition for travelers, the airline will also extend the paid
airport transfer option to all guests across all cabins
and allow Etihad Guest members to accrue miles on
their chauffeur bookings. Guests travelling in The
Residence onboard the flagship Airbus A380 fleet will
continue to receive complimentary chauffeur services
at all A380 destinations - Abu Dhabi, London, Paris,
Sydney and New York. First and Business Class tickets
issued prior to 3 July 2017 will not be affected by
these changes and will receive complimentary chauf-
feur service across destinations where the service is
currently offered. 

Mohammad Al-Bulooki, Executive Vice President
Commercial for Etihad Airways, said: “Etihad Airways is
constantly looking at ways to improve its value propo-
sition for guests, focusing on the service elements that
are most important to them. This change is being put
in place as the airline looks to evolve its product
proposition while continuing to match individual cus-
tomer requirements. Following a review, the chauffeur
services we offer will be amended globally, with the
exception of Abu Dhabi, where there are a high num-
ber of users of the service.  “Many customers prefer to
make their own ground transportation arrangements.
The decision by Etihad Airways to change its offering
has been taken to provide increased choice and to
ensure fares remain as low and as competitive as pos-
sible, while retaining best-in-class service for all
guests, in all cabins.” Etihad Airways will also offer
Economy Class guests paid access to its growing port-
folio of dedicated lounges around the world, including
its Premium Lounges in Abu Dhabi, London,
Manchester, Dublin, Paris, Washington DC, New York
JFK, Sydney, Melbourne and Los Angeles. 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced Mr
MOHAMMAD NAFEL ALAZMI as the new
KD 125,000 cash prize winner in the Yawmi
Quarterly Draw.  The winner expressed his
excitement for being the winner of the
tremendous cash prize with Yawmi
Account from Burgan Bank. The Yawmi
Account offers customers more chances to
win higher rewards, entitling one lucky cus-
tomer to win KD 125,000 cash prize every
three months. To enter Burgan Bank’s
Yawmi Quarterly Draws, customers should
maintain a minimum amount of KD 500 in
their account for 2 months prior to the
draw date. Additionally, every KD 10 in the
account will entitle customers to one
chance of winning.

BB names winner of the KD 125K 
prize in Yawmi Quarterly Draw



t e c h n o l o g y
SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2017 

DUBAI: Digital Shadows, the industry
leader indigital r isk management,
announced the launch of its channel only
partner program - Channel REV - and an
associated online Partner Portal, designed
to accelerate partner revenue and enhance
their customers’ loyalty by offering the
award-winning Digital Shadows
SearchLight service that combines scalable

data analytics with human analysts to
effectively manage and reduce the digital
risks of cyber threats, data leakage, and
reputation risks. 

The Digital Shadows’ Channel REV por-
tal gives partners the tools they need to
move fast to build their own professional
services around the SearchLight solution
from Digital Shadoiws. The new portal

gives partners access to marketing materi-
als, training videos and a host of other con-
tent 24/7, as well as request quotes, submit
incentive claims, run reports, track oppor-
tunities and registrations, request market-
ing development funds (MDF), and sales
promotion incentive funds (SPIF).

‘The digital footprint organizations pres-
ent to the world, and specifically to cyber-
criminals and hacktivists needs protecting,’
said Chris Catanzaro, Director of Channel
Salesat Digital Shadows. ‘Partners recognize
that Digital Shadows’ revolutionary
SearchLight solution is ideally placed to give
them the visibility and intelligence they
need to tailor their own cybersecurity solu-
tions to their customers around the world.’

‘Digital Shadows is a natural extension
to our team and through that our
Managed Security Services capability,’ said
Tom Millar, CEO of ITC Secure Networking.
‘Digital Shadows supports us through
every stage of an opportunity -  from
demand generation and qualification,
right to deal closure.’

‘We have been impressed with the busi-
ness model Digital Shadows has displayed
to support our security practice,’ said Tom
Gobeille, President & CEO at Network
Computing Architects, Inc. ‘The strong sup-
port we get from the DS team through
Channel REV program is invaluable to us as
we expand our own security solutions.’

Digital Shadows is active around the
world but is specifically targeting US, UK,
Germany and Holland for new channel
partners.

Digital shadows unveils 
channel REV partner program

DUBAI: According to the Kaspersky Lab’s
Financial Institutions Security Risks sur-
vey, 24% of banks worldwide struggle
with the identification of their customers
when delivering digital and online bank-
ing services. As more than half of banks
(59%) anticipate growing financial losses
due to fraud in the next three years, the
verification of a user’s identity should be
taking central stage in the cybersecurity
strategies of financial institutions,
Kaspersky Lab warns.

With the rise of online and mobile

banking, customers are not only becoming
victims of financial fraud, but also a major
entry point for attacks on banks’ digital
channels. According to the research, in
2016, 30% of banks have had security inci-
dents affecting banking services delivered
via the Internet - with phishing against
customers, and using customer credentials
for fraudulent activities, as the top con-
tributing factor leading to the attacks.

Banks find themselves in need of secu-
rity technologies that do not undermine
the customer experience: 38% of the

organizations surveyed confirm that bal-
ancing prevention techniques and cus-
tomer convenience is one of their specific
concerns. 

“While thinking of different approaches
to secure digital and mobile channels,
banks naturally avoid putting too much
pressure on customers. Online banking
should preserve its main benefits: as a con-
venient way of making financial transac-
tions in seconds. That is why we are work-
ing on technologies that help to protect
both banks and their customers without

adding an extra security routine to the
user’s experience.” said Alexander
Ermakovich, Head of Fraud Prevention at
Kaspersky Lab.

In addition to two-factor authentication
and other security procedures used by
banks, Kaspersky Lab recommends imple-
menting dedicated solutions that can help
to identify whether a person is authorized,
without requiring additional actions from
the user. The Kaspersky Fraud Prevention
platform accumulates and analyzes user
behavior, device, environment and session

information as anonymized and deperson-
alized big data in the cloud. Risk Based
Authentication (RBA) assesses possible
risks before a user’s login, while
Continuous Session Anomaly Detection
identifies account takeover, money laun-
dering, automated tools or any suspicious
processes during the session. 

As a result, the platform provides pro-
tection not only at the stage of login, but
also during the session itself, while cus-
tomers do not have extra authorization
stages to pass through.

1 in 4 banks find it difficult to verify identity of online banking customers

SAN FRANCISCO:  Google is going
to stop reading your Gmail in search
of opportunities to sell ads.

The change announced Friday
will end a practice that Google has
embraced since the company intro-
duced Gmail in 2004. The practice
has raised concerns among privacy
watchdogs and creeped out some
users. To help finance the free serv-
ice, Google has been scanning
through what Gmail users were dis-
cussing and then showing ads con-
nected to some of the topics.
Someone writing about running, for
instance, might see ads for Nike or
Asics shoes.

Google still plans to show ads
within Gmail. But instead of scan-
ning through email content, the
company’s software will rely on oth-
er signals to determine which ads
are most likely to appeal to each of
its 1.2 billion Gmail users.

The Mountain View, California,
company said it would stop the ad-
driven scanning of Gmail later this
year. Google says it ’s changing
course so its free Gmail service oper-
ates more like the subscription ver-
sion that it has sold to more than 3
million companies. The paid Gmail
doesn’t include ads, so the company
has never tried to scan the content
of those users’ emails for marketing
purposes. Despite that, Google said

some of its business customers
incorrectly assumed the company
was scanning those accounts as
well. By ending all scanning, Google
hopes to end the confusion and sell

Gmail to even more businesses.
Gmail now ranks as the world’s

largest email service, an indication
that most people didn’t care about
Google’s scanning methods. Both

Microsoft and Apple have publicly
skewered Google for having the
audacity to mine users’ emails for ad
sales, but those attacks didn’t under-
cut Gmail’s popularity. —AP

Google to stop reading 
your Gmail to help sell ads

BRUSSELS: File photo shows the Google logo at the Google headquarters in Brussels. Google is
going to stop reading your Gmail in search of opportunities to sell ads. The change announced
Friday will end a practice that Google has embraced since the company introduced Gmail in 2004,
even though it raised concerns among privacy watchdogs and creeped out some users. —AP

MOSCOW:  Russian authorities may have
succeeded at quashing dissent on television
and mass media but a new generation of
voters has found a way to still get relevant
news: on YouTube.

While the older generation is exposed to
the state media’s spin on current events and
m a y  k n o w  l i t t l e  o f  re c e n t  n a t i o nw i d e
protests which were ignored by most broad-
cast channels, millennials are watching the
news on social networks.

Invisible over the airwaves, opposition
leader and fierce Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny
has stepped up his presence on YouTube this
year as he campaigns ahead of the 2018 presi-
dential elections: a new Navalny Live channel
now streams daily updates about the cam-
paign and features a morning talk show.

Not only has Navalny’s video alleging cor-
ruption by Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev
been viewed by more than 23 million people,
his call for anti-graft protests to be held on
March 26 and June 12 was heard by thousands
of young Russians.

Out of the 866 people detained at the June
12 protest, 136 were aged under 18, according
to Moscow police.

After  the demonstration,  “the Kremlin
realised it’s powerless over the internet,” said
video blogger Dmitry Ivanov, whose popular

YouTube channel kamikadze_d is highly criti-
cal of the government. “Politics is a new fash-
ion among young people,” said Ivanov, 30, a
lawyer by education who has more than one
million subscribers between the ages of 14
and 21.

“The authorities want to take the internet
under their  control  as  they did with the
media,” he said.

Political analyst Olga Kryshtanovskaya said
pro-Kremlin trolls are “omnipresent” in social
media and leave “perhaps half of the com-
ments on influential blogs,” but there is evi-
dence that creating original content which
appeals to youth does not come easy to them.

“The Kremlin is making an effort on the
web, but a decade too late, and each year the
lag grows more and more,” political scientist
Dmitry Oreshkin said.

‘Selling out to the Kremlin’ 
In late May, the Russian parliament held a

special session on youth policy and invited
beauty blogger Sasha Spilberg, who is popu-
lar among 10 to 14-year-olds. She said MPs
should “be as transparent” with voters as she
is with her followers.

Lawmakers later organised a “council of
bloggers”,  sending invitations to Russian
YouTube stars in genres ranging from political

satire to stand-up comedy in an effort to reach
out to young people. But most of the invited
bloggers skipped the event, and the council
had to contend with lesser-known names.

Lisa Peskova,  the daughter of  Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov who lives in France
and mostly  posts  sel f ies  to her  48,000
Instagram followers, turned out to be the
most famous social media star in attendance.

Those who didn’t  come to the counci l
“didn’t want to become an instrument of polit-
ical propaganda,” said Yegor Yakovlev, who
was invited but did not go.

Nikolai Sobolev, who has over three million
YouTube subscribers, put the idea of attending
to his viewers in one clip this month, but got
an overwhelmingly negative response.

After some fans accused Sobolev of “selling
out to the Kremlin”, he decided to opt out.

“It’s because of censorship in the press and
on television that political discussions have
moved to the internet,” political columnist
Maxim Artemyev said. But it is difficult to say
how long this freedom will last.

The Kremlin has increasingly prosecuted
online users for “extremism” and is looking to
further restrict content. Some lawmakers have
called for a ban on internet access for children
and are seeking to end all anonymous online
activity. —AFP

Kremlin woos bloggers but YouTube 
generation is not ‘selling out’

Chris Catanzaro

WASHINGTON/MOSCOW: Western
technology companies, including
Cisco, IBM and SAP, are acceding to
demands by Moscow for access to
closely guarded product security
secrets, at a time when Russia has
been accused of a growing number
of cyber attacks on the West, a
Reuters investigation has found.

Russian authorities are asking
Western tech companies to allow
them to review source code for secu-
rity products such as firewalls, anti-
virus applications and software con-
taining encryption before permitting
the products to be imported and
sold in the country. The requests,
which have increased since 2014, are
ostensibly done to ensure foreign
spy agencies have not hidden any
“backdoors” that would allow them
to burrow into Russian systems.

But those inspections also pro-
vide the Russians an opportunity to
find vulnerabilities in the products’
source code - instructions that con-
trol the basic operations of comput-
er equipment - current and former
US officials and security experts said.

While a number of US firms say
they are playing ball to preserve
their entree to Russia’s huge tech
market, at least one US firm,
Symantec, told Reuters it has
stopped cooperating with the
source code reviews over security
concerns. That halt has not been

previously reported. Symantec said
one of the labs inspecting its prod-
ucts was not independent enough
from the Russian government.

U.S. officials say they have
warned firms about the risks of
allowing the Russians to review
their products’ source code,
because of fears it could be used in
cyber attacks. But they say they
have no legal authority to stop the
practice unless the technology has
restricted military applications or
violates US sanctions.

From their side, companies say
they are under pressure to acqui-
esce to the demands from Russian
regulators or risk being shut out of a
lucrative market. The companies say
they only allow Russia to review
their source code in secure facilities
that prevent code from being
copied or altered. 

The demands are being made by
Russia’s Federal Security Service
(FSB), which the US government
says took part in the cyber attacks
on Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presiden-
tial campaign and the 2014 hack of
500 million Yahoo email accounts.
The FSB, which has denied involve-
ment in both the election and
Yahoo hacks, doubles as a regulator
charged with approving the sale of
sophisticated technology products
in Russia.

The reviews are also conducted

by the Federal Service for Technical
and Export Control (FSTEC), a
Russian defense agency tasked with
countering cyber espionage and
protecting state secrets. Records
published by FSTEC and reviewed
by Reuters show that from 1996 to
2013, it conducted source code
reviews as part of approvals for 13
technology products from Western
companies. In the past three years
alone it carried out 28 reviews.

A Kremlin spokesman referred all
questions to the FSB. The FSB did
not respond to requests for com-
ment. FSTEC said in a statement
that its reviews were in line with
international practice. The US State
Department declined to comment.

Moscow’s source code requests
have mushroomed in scope since
US-Russia relations went into a tail-
spin following the Russian annexa-
tion of Crimea in 2014, according to
eight current and former US offi-
cials, four company executives,
three US trade attorneys and
Russian regulatory documents. In
addition to IBM, Cisco and
Germany’s SAP, Hewlett Packard
Enterprise Co and McAfee have also
allowed Russia to conduct source
code reviews of their products,
according to people familiar with
the companies’ interactions with
Moscow and Russian regulatory
records.

Until now, little has been known
about that regulatory review
process outside of the industry. The
FSTEC documents and interviews
with those involved in the reviews
provide a rare window into the
tense push-and-pull between tech-
nology companies and govern-
ments in an era of mounting alarm
about hacking.

Roszel Thomsen, an attorney
who helps US tech companies navi-
gate Russia import laws, said the
firms must balance the dangers of
revealing source code to Russian
security services against possible
lost sales.

“Some companies do refuse,” he
said. “Others look at the potential
market and take the risk.”

‘We have a real concern’
If tech firms do decline the FSB’s

source code requests, then approval
for their products can be indefinite-
ly delayed or denied outright, US
trade attorneys and US officials said.
The Russian information technology
market is expected to be worth
$18.4 billion this year, according to
market researcher International
Data Corporation (IDC).

Six current and former US offi-
cials who have dealt with compa-
nies on the issue said they are suspi-
cious about Russia’s motives for the
expanded reviews. —Reuters

This image provided by Google shows examples of help-wanted listings dis-
played on a smartphone. Google is trying to turn its search engine into an
employment engine. From June 20, job hunters will be able to go to Google
and see help-wanted listings that its search engine is collecting across the
internet. Google will also show employer ratings from current and former
workers, as well as typical commute times to where a job is located. It’s a
departure from the the bare-bones links to various help-wanted sites that
Google has traditionally shown. —AP

WASHINGTON:  President Donald Trump’s new
proposal to make his signature border wall
with Mexico a solar generator seems a bright
idea for a leader who has focused on reviving
coal, but it would face huge regulatory hurdles.

The wall was a central feature of Trump’s
campaign and he has continued to promote it
in the early months of his presidency, though it
has found little support in Congress, which has
declined to provide funding. 

And despite the US leader’s repeated state-
ments, Mexico has consistently derided the
idea that it would pay for the wall’s construc-
tion, valued at between $8 and $40 billion. But
Trump on Wednesday revived the plan, with a
renewable energy twist.

“I will give you an idea that nobody has
heard about yet,” he said. “The southern border.
Lots of sun, lots of heat. We are thinking about
building a wall as a solar wall. So it creates
energy. And pays for itself.”

The Solar Energy Industries Association cau-
tiously welcomed the announcement, at least

for its nod to an industry Trump has shown lit-
tle support for.

“We are glad to hear that the president
appreciates the many benefits of solar energy,”
Dan Whitten, SEIA’s vice president of communi-
cations, said in a statement.

“We agree this could be a cost-cutting, envi-
ronmentally friendly approach, but we’re going
to wait to comment further until we see a more
detailed plan.”

But others are skeptical the plan could work
in practice, although large solar arrays in Texas
and California already have proven economical,
more so than natural gas or coal in some cases.

For solar to be economical, there needs to
be a buyer in relatively close proximity, said
Anya Schoolman, executive director of
Community Power Network, a grassroots
organization that promotes local and regional
solar projects.

“These panels are out in the middle of
nowhere, it’s not clear who would buy the
energy.” —AFP

Make Trump’s border wall a solar 
generator? It’s not so easy

Under pressure, Western tech firms bow 
to Russian demands to share cyber secrets



WASHINGTON: Researchers have
unveiled new data that they would help
better assess breast or ovarian cancer
risks in women, identifying the advan-
tages of early detection and lifelong
monitoring. The study, published in the
Journal of the American Medical
Association (JAMA), involved nearly
10,000 women with the most common
mutations - 6,036 with BRCA1 and 3,820
with BRCA2. Of those surveyed, 5,046
had no cancer at the beginning of the
study, while 4,810 had either a breast or
ovarian tumor. During a median follow-
up period of five years, 426 women were
diagnosed with breast cancer, 109 with
ovarian cancer and 245 with contralater-
al breast cancer.

The absolute risk of breast cancer
between the onset of adulthood and
age 80 was 72 percent for women with
the BRCA1 mutation and 69 percent for

those with the BRCA2 mutant gene. But
the incidence of breast cancer increased
rapidly in early adulthood until the ages
of 30 to 40 for BRCA1 mutation carriers
and until the ages of 40 to 50 for those
with the BRCA2 mutation. Beyond 40
years and 50 years respectively, the inci-
dence of cancer in those surveyed
remained unchanged until 80 years. 

The absolute risk of ovarian cancer
up to 80 years of age was 44 percent in
the BRCA1 mutation group and 17 per-
cent in the BRCA2 mutation group. For
contralateral breast cancer, the risk
accumulated for 20 years after the
diagnosis of cancer in the other breast,
was 40 percent for women with the
BRCA1 mutation and 26 percent for
those with BRCA2. 

Women with BRCA1 and BRCA2
mutations are likelier still to develop
breast cancer if their relatives-of first

and second degree of kinship-have had
cancer, said the study’s authors, led by
Antonis Antoniou at the University of
Cambridge in Britain. 

The risk of cancer also varies accord-
ing to the site of the mutation on the
BRCA1 or BRCA2 genes. “The results
indicate that family history is a strong
risk factor for mutation carriers and that
cancer risks vary by mutation location,
suggesting that individualized counsel-
ing should incorporate both family his-
tory profiles and mutation location,” the
authors said. The results can be used to
estimate more precisely the risk of
breast and ovarian cancer, and to deter-
mine at what age to start regular screen-
ing. The number of breast cancer cases
in the United States in 2017 is estimated
at 252,710 including 40,610 deaths,
according to the National Cancer
Institute (NCI). — AFP 

New data on breast, ovarian cancer highlight age risks
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A
new trend has developed and it
emphasizes the importance of being
in the present moment and develop-

ing your inner Zen. However, many people
struggle to understand and strike a balance
between living in the moment and planning
for the future. So, how do we really become
present in whatever we are doing, but also
plan for the future? The answer is much sim-
pler than you would expect. It’s one word,
balance. How do we establish that balance?
To answer the question, it would be wise to
resor t to a scientif ic explanation that
explores the biological effects of living in
the moment and planning for the future.
Before any assumptions are made- yes, a
balance can be established so that a person
can attain long term happiness as well as be
content with the present.

Science and facts
Dopamine is primarily released when a

person seeks short term satisfaction or pleas-
ure. This hormone has marvelous effects on
our body and psyche among which are high
attention, improved short-term memory, ela-
tion, boldness and a temporary desire to take
risks and grab the world by its horns. Some
scientists even claim that dopamine is equiv-
alent to “one shot” of heroine. In short, it’s an
effective hormone that is released by the
body. Now you may ask where is the catch?
nothing seems to be wrong in this equation.
However, the side effects come from pro-
lactin. It is a hormone that is released once
dopamine wears off causing depletion, irri-
tability and depression.

When Dopamine is high, prolactin is low
and vice versa. The long-term effects of such
a cycle (i.e. constant highs and lows) affects
the stability of the entire body and causes
lower immunity and speeds up the ageing
process of cells. All of this is to say that these
cycles can get addictive and promote addic-
tive behavior such as returning to a certain
action to seek that short-term gratification.
For example, a person gets a “high” when
they buy a new car, house or whatever mer-
chandise they acquire. It’s all exciting in the
beginning but once you get over the initial
phase of excitement the toy becomes some-
thing of the past and you start seeking a new
objective of gratification.

As for those who seek long term satisfac-
tion, the hormonal effects that take place in
the body are quite different. The hormone
that is released is called Oxytocin. Some
qualities for this hormone are: I t  gets
released at a slower rate than Dopamine.
Evermore, it is safer, deeper and long-endur-
ing It freely increases in the body without
the addictive cycles of Dopamine (the highs
and lows)

Keeps dopamine from wearing off
In short, Oxytocin lasts longer and is safer

once produced. If you were to ask yourself
am I really living in the moment or jumping
from one new thing to the next? Living in the
moment means that you are fully present in
every action that you take. You are aware of
the things that you are currently doing. You
can be present in the moment while also
writing down your goals and aspirations for
the future with a plan that breaks down how
you’re going to achieve what it is that you
want. To put it into simpler terms, here is an
easy-guide that explains how you can start
living in the moment and envisioning for the
future: Living in the present moment

Meditate
Being in the Now takes a lot of concentra-

tion and practice. It is not something that
you will do overnight. The best gift you can
give yourself is to start meditating.
Meditation has been proven to increase the
level of concentration in the mind because it
teaches you how to filter your thoughts by
learning which ones to focus on and which
ones to ignore.

Exercise
Exercising not only improves your health,

but it also teaches you how to connect your
mind with your body so that they can
become harmonious together. It is a great
way to establish complete presence in what-
ever you are doing. Take the time to really
concentrate when you’re exercising, focus on
every rep and you’ll see even better results as
you create the muscle-mind connection.

Slowing Down
We all know how demanding society can

be when it comes to the work that must get
done. It is important however, that we stop,
take a step back, slow down and go easy on
ourselves. This step is crucial for growth. It

cultivates within us a sense of calmness and
relaxation that allows us to become more
grounded with our present. The way I like to
picture it is stopping time to do the things I
enjoy whether it be going out for a walk or
hanging out with good friends.

Unplug & Go Wild
An essential part of this process is going

after what makes you happy, as the quote
states “Happiness is not a destination but a
way of life.” Follow your heart and do the
things you want to do: travel, hike, camp,
dance, sing. Do whatever it is that makes
your inner child come out, leave it all on the
ground. Your choices that make you happy
will allow you to be more present in the
things you do because not a care in the
world is given when you’re having fun. Being
in the present moment comes down to
establishing a connection with yourself,
accepting your current circumstances,
habits, social, personal and academic con-
nections. Living in the now means enjoying
what you have.

Planning for the Future
It is important that a balance is struck

between living in the moment and making
sure your future is secured. Security can
mean so many different things for different
people, but it all comes down to being able
to live comfortably (whatever comfort is for
you) without having to worry as much.

Set Goals
Setting S.M.A.R.T. goals and writing them

down is an important part of planning for
the future. You should know where your life
is going and what direction you’re going to
take. Otherwise, whatever you do will not
amount to anything that is going to build
you up and ensure that you have the lifestyle
that you desire.

Have a purpose for what 
you do (Your WHY)

Lots of people take action without know-
ing why they do so. Consequently, when
they come across a hurdle or obstacle they
quit, because they don’t have a reason that
pushes them outside of their comfort zone.
Therefore, knowing the reason behind what
you do and acknowledging WHY you work
and push so hard to achieve your goals is
essential. It is going to be your guide when
the tough gets going and you feel like you
no longer believe in yourself. Instead, you’ll
be believing in the purpose behind what you
do, knowing that it will help elicit change.

Set a One, Three, Five and Ten Year Plan
When they said the great set big goals,

they weren’t kidding around. It’s the envi-
sioning of a better future that helps you stay
focused on what you want. Set goals and a
clear plan on how you will accomplish them.
See it visually in your mind and start taking
the necessary actions for their attainment.
For each stage in your life, as you progress,
your goals will change and that’s completely
normal. They may even change within the
year according to your pace or the environ-
ment around you.

Accountability
Studies have shown that accountability

increases the likelihood of a person achiev-
ing any goal set. Find someone whom you
trust and ask them to hold you accountable
for any goal you’ve set.

Take Action
Finally, take massive action. Acting

towards your goals is the most important
step in this plan. If you don’t do anything
about your success, no one is going to do it
for you. It’s a one-man job and it is only the
man who wants to change himself that is
going to have to act. If you must change cer-
tain habits within yourself, then do so whole-
heartedly by setting the stage for a better
you and a better future.

From a biological stand point you now
understand how short and long term pleas-
ures work. If you’re living in the moment,
then you’re choosing to engage in activities
that make you happier. In doing so, a change
in your mindset takes place because you
now realize that happiness is from within
and not from external factors. You then go
on to doing more of the things that make
you happy. 

Oxytocin is released, because your main
drive is now from within, it’s controllable. The
more you enjoy the things that you do, the
more likely you can focus your energy on
that sole activity and thus increase your con-
centration capacity. Simply put, you start
doing more of the things you want, which
propel you to a better future.

How to Live in the moment
While envisioning the future

ISLAMABAD: Furhan Hussain moved to
Islamabad seeking fresher air, only to find
Pakistan’s leafy capital in a semi-permanent
haze. Frustrated, he joined a vanguard of citi-
zens monitoring pollution themselves amid a
void in government data. Fast-growing
Pakistan is home to some 200 million people
and suffers from some of the worst air pollu-
tion in the world, thanks to its giant popula-
tion plying poorly maintained vehicles on the
roads and unchecked industrial emissions.  

Countries such as India and Sri Lanka pub-
lish statistics or warnings to help citizens
cope when air pollution goes to dangerous
levels. But Pakistan is “one of few countries
who do not monitor air quality”, says Hussain,
of the informal PakAirQuality network, a
group of concerned citizens monitoring pol-
lution in Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi then
publishing their data on Twitter.

The lack of official information means citi-
zens may be unaware of what they are
breathing in. And without irrefutable data
charting the scale of the problem it can be
difficult to enforce change. The issue is acute
in developing Pakistan, where emissions stan-
dards often go ignored partly because of a
belief the country cannot afford to hamper its
economic growth, says Imran Saqib Khalid of
the Islamabad-based Sustainable
Development Policy Institute.

Government policies do not outline a
long-term strategy or move towards renew-
ables. Instead, Pakistan is building some 13
coal-fired power plants with Chinese assis-
tance under a $50 billion investment plan.
Officials insist these will not affect air quality.
“Usage of ultra critical technology has been
ensured to reduce emissions,” an official from
the Ministry of Climate Change said. Without
data, it can be impossible to prove otherwise.
The situation becomes particularly dire in the
north during winter, when cities are blanket-
ed in thick toxic smog reminiscent of
Victorian England’s ‘pea-soupers’.

World Bank estimates show that residents of
the northwestern city of Peshawar, for example,
breathe an annual average of 110 cubic micro-
metres of fine particulate matter-tiny pollutants
that reduce visibility and reach deep into the

respiratory tract. That is more than 11 times
over the recommended upper limit, and is
believed to be a factor in almost 60,000 deaths
from related diseases each year, including lung
and heart diseases, asthmas and cancers.

Official inaction 
Pakistan does have a federal

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
whose chief Farzana Altaf Shah says data is
collected via mobile monitoring stations but
“not regularly”. “If government is not doing so,
citizens themselves have to do it and gener-
ate data to show how bad the situation is,”
says the activist Hussain.  Ali Nadir, a Lahore-
based businessman who is part of the
PakAirQuality network, says they use “nodes”
which can monitor air quality and share the
data in real time through smart phones. 

The idea originally came from a Pakistani
national living in China, who showed his
friends the cheap technology. “The basic pur-

pose is to raise awareness among people
about the air quality, because you cannot rely
on the government,” Nadir told AFP. “Many
people have told me that they follow my
tweets about air quality and sometimes if the
reading is too high and beyond safe level,
they adjust their exercise schedule and plan
going out accordingly.”

Nadir said the network hopes to build on
the groundswell of awareness.  Meanwhile
EPA chief Shah says there is some cause for
hope, with a move toward higher fuel stan-
dards and the setting of pollution control
units in Islamabad factories. “It is a slow
process, but it is there.” But exposure remains
inevitable for millions of ordinary people.
Walking into a clinic in the garrison city of
Rawalpindi, Usman Rehman, 25, complains of
a cough he can’t shake. “I live in Rawalpindi
and travel on a motorcycle and there is so
much pollution that sometimes it is difficult
to breathe,” he says — AFP 

WARDER: The Somali people of
Ethiopia’s southeast have a name
for the drought that has killed
livestock, dried up wells and
forced hundreds of thousands
into camps: sima, which means
“equalized”. It’s an appropriate
name, they say, because this
drought has left no person
untouched, spared no corner of
their arid region. And it has forced
7.8 million people across the
whole of Ethiopia to rely on emer-
gency food handouts to stay alive.

But by next month, that food
will have run out, aid agencies say.
Droughts are common in Ethiopia,
and in past years the government
and international community
have mounted impressive efforts
to curb starvation.  This year
though, Africa’s second most-pop-
ulous country is struggling to find
the money for food aid, say aid
agencies. “We’re looking at the
food pipeline actually breaking, so
the food is running out in about a
month’s time,” said John Graham,
country director for Save the
Children. “After that, we don’t
know what’s going to happen.”

Distracted donors 
Once a global byword for star-

vation and poverty after a famine
in 1984-85 killed hundreds of
thousands, Ethiopia has seen its
economy grow rapidly in the last
decade. Health indicators such as
infant mortality and malaria
deaths have also improved. A
stronger economy allowed
Ethiopia to spend an impressive
$766 million (683 million euros)
fighting one of its worst droughts
in decades in 2015-16.  This year
however, things are different.
Economic growth has slowed,
due in part to protests spurred by
long-simmering grievances

against Ethiopia’s one-party
state.  Donors have also been dis-
tracted by other regional crises.
To the southeast, Somalia is suf-
fering from severe drought, with
warnings it could tip into famine.

Ethiopia’s western neighbor,
South Sudan, has suffered four
months of famine, and extreme
hunger is at its highest levels ever
after more than three years of civil
war. Ethiopia by contrast has a
strong central government and is
relatively free from conflict. But
with the situation so desperate in
the region, donors aren’t respond-
ing to the country’s emergency as
they have in the past, said Mitiku
Kassa, head of Ethiopia’s National
Disaster Risk Management
Commission, Mitiku Kassa.  “They
are stressed with the needs, espe-
cially from those countries which
(have) declared famine,” Mitiku said.
“That is why it is underfunded.”

‘Skipping meals is common’
Even though Ethiopia has con-

tributed $117 million of its own

money this year and the interna-
tional community $302 million, a
funding gap of $481 million
remains, according to the United
Nations. In the drought ravaged
town of Warder, the hundreds of
displaced families crowding a
ramshackle camp say handouts of
rice and sugar are becoming less
frequent. “Skipping meals is com-
mon,” said Halimo Halim, a grand-
mother living with her children in
a shelter made of sticks and
pieces of plastic. “Skipping is the
order of the day.” Families of
nomadic herders such as Halimo’s
are central to the economy of
Ethiopia’s southeastern Somali
region. The drought has deprived
goats, sheep and donkeys of
water, killing them or making
them so weak that by the time the
rains come they perish in the cold. 

Around 465,000 people who
have lost their livestock have
migrated to an estimated 250
camps in the region. The settle-
ments are often located near
water sources, but that presents

its own problems. In Warder,
workers are present around the
clock at nearby wells to make sure
people drawing water chlorinate
it before they drink it, lest they
contract “acute watery diarrhoea”,
which has broken out in the
region. Some aid workers say this
is actually cholera, which Ethiopia
has long been accused of cover-
ing up to protect its image. 

Paying the bill
Aid agencies have turned to so-

called “non-traditional” donors like
the Gulf countries for funding. At
the same time they are keeping a
nervous eye on budget negotia-
tions in top funder the United
States, where President Donald
Trump has proposed slashing the
aid budget.  But some humanitari-
ans privately complain that the
Ethiopian government isn’t doing
enough to call attention to its
plight. They argue that Addis Ababa
does not want to distract from its
development gains or resurrect the
old image of Ethiopia as a place of
mass starvation.  “There is no short-
age of funds to combat drought,”
communications minister Negeri
Lencho insisted earlier this month.

If the international communi-
ty doesn’t send more money,
Mitiku said the government
would be “forced” to tap its devel-
opment budget for drought relief
in July. But with a lead time of
about four months required to
procure emergency food, the UN
says that may be too late. In
Warder, those uprooted by
drought, like Sanara Ahmed, are
wondering how long they can
survive on unreliable food hand-
outs. “Some support was there,
but it cannot substitute for our
dependability on our livelihood,”
Sanara said. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: This photo provided by Genentech, the Roche Group’s biologic
drug unit, shows vials of Rituxan Hycela. The Food and Drug Administration has
approved Rituxan Hycela, a more convenient version of a blockbuster drug for
treating three common blood cancers. —AFP

Pakistanis gasp for clean 
air amid ‘dire warnings’ 

Pakistan suffers from worst air pollution 

KARACHI: Commuters drive on a busy street in the Pakistan’s port city of Karachi. Pakistan’s
cities are gasping for clean air amid dire warnings from the World Bank, but officials say
they are helpless to combat the looming calamity due to a lack of basic data. — AFP 

Starvation looms; food runs 
out in drought-hit Ethiopia

WERDER: A woman displaced by Ethiopia’s drought walks with a
branch at a displaced persons camp in Werder. —AFP 
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TUXPAN: Maria de Jesus Patricio has a treat-
ment for pretty much anything that ails you:
“toad grass” for cholesterol, “dragon’s blood”
for infections, “sacred bark” for constipation
or anger. Now the traditional healer is turn-
ing her attention to her biggest patient yet,
as the first indigenous woman to run for
president of Mexico-a country she says is sick
with the “cancer” of unfettered capitalism,
corruption and drug trafficking. Patricio’s tiny
practice in Tuxpan, a village tucked into the
western mountains, seems a million miles
away from Mexico City, with its graft-stained
politics, back-room deals and failure to curb
the violent crime racking the country.

Here, men, women and children come
seeking antibiotic pomades, tinctures
against indigestion and herbal remedies to
ward off evil spirits. Besides running this tin-
roof clinic, Patricio, a member of Mexico’s
native Nahuatl people, is also the spokes-
woman for the National Indigenous

Congress, which represents 43 ethnicities.
Last month the group nominated her to run
for president. Thanks to a new law allowing
independent candidates she plans to stand
in the country’s 2018 elections.

Her experience as a healer gives her a
keen understanding of her nation’s ills, says
Patricio, 53, whose supporters affectionately
know her as “Marichuy.” “I’m seeing a lot
more cases of stress, of colitis. Before, we
didn’t even have these diseases. Now
they’re chronic,” she told AFP from behind
the counter where she sells her remedies for
10 pesos (50 US cents) each, next to a
wooden sign saying “welcome” in Nahuatl.
Those problems are the product of poverty,
marginalization and environmental pollu-
tion by large corporations, she explained.
“We have to look deeper. What is making
people sick? It’s the fact that the economy is
out of balance,” she said, her jet-back hair
trailing down her back in a long braid.

Herbal medicine and politics 
The idea for Patricio’s candidacy was

launched by the Zapatistas, a former guer-
rilla army that took Mexico by surprise
when they declared a rebellion against the
state on January 1, 1994, the day the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
took effect. Their “war” is now a symbolic
one for land, housing, education and health
care for Mexico’s indigenous groups-some
7.3 million people, or 6.5 percent of the
population. “We don’t see traditional medi-
cine as something separate from our strug-
gle for autonomy, health, land, natural
resources,” said Patricio, speaking softly but
firmly. “Everything is linked. It is a whole
that we have to defend.” Under the new law,
she needs to gather some 800,000 signa-
tures endorsing her candidacy. But it is not
about signatures, nor about winning, she
said. It is about launching a new movement
that will “go far beyond 2018, and needs to
go far beyond Mexico,” she said.

Trump and narcos    
The symptoms of Mexico’s ills are obvi-

ous to Patricio. She sees it in the inequality
that divides Mexican society, where a dark-
skinned person like her is far more likely to
be a manual laborer than a manager. She
sees it in the wave of bloodshed that has
left more than 200,000 people dead or miss-
ing in the past decade as rival drug cartels
wage war on each other and the Mexican
security forces.

She sees it in the multi-billion-dollar cor-
ruption scandals that regularly embarrass
the government, but have not stopped the
ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
from holding power for 76 of the past 88
years. “It’s like a cancer,” she said. “It’s almost
beyond hope.” In her home state, Jalisco, she
says that mining firms have grabbed peo-
ple’s land backed by hired guns from the
Jalisco New Generation drug cartel and in
collusion with corrupt authorities. — AFP

NEW YORK: The United States has halt all
imports of fresh beef from Brazil, the world’s
second-largest producer, citing “recurring”
concerns after large shipments failed food
safety tests. The ban will remain in place until
satisfactory corrective actions are taken, the
US Department of Agriculture said in a state-
ment that will again put the reputation of
Brazil’s industry under the spotlight.

All meat imported to the US from Brazil has
been inspected since March, when some of

the country’s top meat producers became
embroiled in a tainted-meat scandal. During
that time, the US food safety and inspection
service rejected 11 percent of Brazilian fresh
beef, compared with only one percent of
quantities from other nations, it added. “My
first priority is to protect American consumers,”
US Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue said.

“That’s what we’ve done by halting the
import of Brazilian fresh beef.” Antonio
Camardelli ,  president of Brazil ’s Meat

COLINAS: As a battlefield nurse for
Colombia’s FARC rebels, Johana Japon
helped stitch up wounded fighters as bul-
lets whizzed past her.  And now that the
rebel army is demobilizing under a historic
accord signed last year to end more than
50 years of war, Japon wants to study medi-
cine, don the white garb of a bona fide
nurse and tend to everyday patients. Japon
is among 500 rebel fighters assembled in
Colinas, a town in southern Colombia, one
of 26 designated spots for members of the
rebel movement to gather, surrender their
weapons to UN personnel and start the
process of rejoining civilian life.

She is also among FARC members rush-
ing to do the paperwork needed to apply
for 500 scholarships Cuba is offering for ex-
rebels to study medicine on the island.
Another, Mery Quintero, who spent 20 of
her 47 years in the ranks of the FARC, says
people like them have a new purpose in
life. “We worked as nurses, and that gives us
the possibility to help rural people and
people in general,” said Quintero, who once
studied bacteriology but had to leave
school when her mother lost her job and
could not afford to pay her tuition.

But like other applicants, Quintero says
she may have a hard time getting one of
the scholarships because she only got as
far as grade school in her education. The
Colombian conflict erupted in 1964 when
the FARC and the ELN-a smaller rebel group
that is now in peace negotiations with the
government-took up arms for rural land
rights. The violence drew in various rebel
and paramilitary forces and drug gangs as
well as state forces. The conflict left at least
260,000 people dead and displaced more
than seven million, according to the
authorities.

Mauricio Jaramillo, a FARC commander

who schooled Japon in field medicine
when she joined the guerrilla army, said
the scholarships are a golden opportunity
for rebels who served as doctors or nurses
during the war. But it is not just them, he
added. “We have a lot of supporters who
have children ... young people who want to
study medicine,” Jaramillo added.
Jaramillo-a nom de guerre, as his real name
is Jaime Parra-is known as “The Doctor”
because he actually is one.

He is also one of the architects of the
FARC medical care network, which at its
war-time peak in 2000 even boasted a
300-bed hospital in southern Colombia.
“Over the years we trained around 150
people to work as nurses,” said Jaramillo.
They specialized in lab work, surgery,
treating trauma and other areas of medi-
cine. Japon, 35, recalls treating fighters
with horrific wounds, like one who was
shot in the gut and hip, which she said
was practically blown away.  “Shards of
bone kept piercing his small intestine. He
was operated on three times. He ended up
with his intestine sticking out of his body,
and we had to douse it with water to keep
it moist,” Japon recalled.

Then the army came, the rebels had to
flee and two days later that soldier died,
she said. These nurses have other memo-
ries haunting them, too-performing abor-
tions on female rebels so they could keep
fighting. “Even though for everyone in
Colombia we were the worst of the worst,
with all that we did we are leaving a mark
that is different from what people imag-
ined we were,” said Quintero. These days,
as she waits to surrender her rifle as part
of the peace process, Quintero is helping
build a clinic in a village where some FARC
fighters plan to settle and get on with
their lives.— AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Photo shows meat products in a cold storage room at a supermarket in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil during an inspection by the
state’s consumer protection agency, PROCON. — AFP 

United States halts fresh 
beef imports from Brazil

Large shipments fail food safety tests

In Colombia, FARC ‘nurses’ want 
to trade arms for white coats

COLINAS: Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) Dr Japon shows medical
supplies after an interview with AFP at the Transitional Standardization Zone Jaime
Pardo Leal in Colinas, Guaviare department, Colombia. — AFP 

Exporters Association (Abiec), said the loss was
potentially “incalculable”.  But he blamed the prob-
lems on a reaction to some components of a foot-
and-mouth disease vaccine that Brazil uses, which
had become visible in the US inspections.
Camardelli said producers had asked the Brazilian
government to resolve the problem in a meeting
with their US counterparts.

But since the enhanced US inspection measures
kicked in, 106 lots-approximately 1.9 million pounds
(861,825 kilograms) — of Brazilian beef products were
refused entry to the US “due to public health concerns,
sanitary conditions, and animal health issues.” “It is
important to note that none of the rejected lots made
it into the US market,” the Department of Agriculture
said, noting that the “Brazilian government had
pledged to address those concerns, including by self-
suspending five facilities from shipping beef to the US.”

“Today’s action to suspend all fresh beef ship-
ments from Brazil supersedes the self-suspension,”
it added. Brazil’s beef production is surpassed only
by the United States, according to USDA data. But in
March the South American country’s industry was
rocked by investigators’ accusations that 21 meat
processing companies used chemicals to hide the
smell of rotting meat and bribed health inspectors
to pass off their products as safe.

About 20 countries-including Hong Kong and
China, the biggest importers of Brazilian beef-as
well as the European Union, fully or partially
closed their doors to the country’s meat imports.
After the bans, Brazil’s average daily meat exports
plunged 19 percent in a week, or $11.7 million,
according to the trade ministry, before client coun-
tries agreed to resume imports after fierce hag-
gling. Meat exports brought in more than $13 bil-
lion to the Brazilian economy in 2016. The industry
employs six million people. —AFP 

Healing Mexico’s ‘cancer,’ with potions and politics
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Family members and relatives wish
Little Princess Aamina Imran the
occasion of her first birthday. May

God bless you and have a prosperous
future ahead. Best wishes and love from
papa, mama, grandparents, aunties,
uncles and cousin brothers Abdullah,
Osama, Ali, Umar, Hassan, Mohsin, Talha
and Sisters Fatima, Ayesha and Meeqat.

Congratulations 

Paintball Company which is specializing
in peaceful war games, has announced
that; it has completed the development

and modernization of its facilities, including
provision of a new tools and equipments for
the first time in Kuwait. Ahmed Sinjab, the
marketing and sales manager of the company,
said in a press statement that “the company’s
modernization and development included
gun games and toys that are modern, exciting,
environmentally friendly and harmless. 

The company also aims to provide new and
renewable services to meet the needs of ama-
teurs of interesting and exciting peaceful
games.  He added that the games “Paintball”
are games that combine the excitement in the

game and the art of shooting and hunting by
special military games tools that launch col-
ored balls. 

He added that; the company has since the
beginning of its activity to provide modern
devices and tools to keep pace with every-
thing that is modern and sophisticated, in
addition to the renewal and development of
its facilities such as stadiums, barriers, castles
and fortresses, which consists of the “Field of
paintball Games”, in addition to bringing mod-
ern games weapons and sophisticated military
equipment and friendly.

He added also, that the stadiums were
equipped with standards that match the style
of the Global paintball stadiums. New castles

were installed around all sides of the stadiums
to protect the player, also increasing the num-
ber of referees to referee the matches
between the competitors. Also, we provided
trainers to train customers on playing skills
and competition. 

As well as the addition of new air tools with
higher features and better in terms of speed
and accuracy so that the player can control
them easily. In addition to the multiplicity of
air weapons to suit all age groups from the
age of 7 years and above, referring to the allo-
cation of playgrounds for families to exercise
family members in this kind of competitive
games.

Also, he added that the city of games of the

company is ready to receive enthusiasts and
lovers of adventures during the days of feast
(Eid Al-Fitr) and battle and competitive rounds
in the stadiums with modern equipments,
which allows players to discover their talents
and their own abilities and strive to win over
competitors on the battlefield.

Ahmed Sinjab said that “what is impressive
in such games is that they need intellectual
skills through which players can plan and use
their skills in dribbling and the trick to defeat
the opposing team and win. This is where the
challenge and participation in the team comes
together in a team whose members agree on a
plan to beat the opposing team. He invited
adventure enthusiasts to the competition in

the company’s stadiums alongside the Kuwait
Towers. Ahmed Sinjab says that paintball, the
leader company in competitive and unique
games in Kuwait, has proved to be an ideal
place for individuals and groups to discover
their own skills and ability to plan compete
and face many challenges to win the game in
a lively and stimulating environment that
makes competition interesting. Paintball
Company has confirmed its readiness to
receive an increasing numbers of pleasure
seekers and self-discovery through games that
young and old persons can share with each
other, where the challenge is limitless to com-
pete as long as the game will be a winning
team and a defeat one.

Paintball open for game lovers during Eid Al-Fitr

Celebrate Eid
Al-Fitr with the

Sultan Center 

Driven by its commitment to share with the commu-
nity in joyous occasions, The Sultan Center (TSC) is
celebrating Eid Al-Fitr with its customers in a cheer-

ful and entertaining atmosphere across a number of its
stores in Kuwait. Inspired by the traditional generosity of
the occasion, the Eid festivities at TSC will include a special
entertainment program tailor made for the children to
enjoy while their parents enjoy an unparalleled shopping
experience amongst a rich offering of products. 

These activities will include: face painting, henna, arts
and crafts, puppet show, balloons and so much more.
Children will also find a unique collection of toys and
games specially imported for the season. Activities will be
held at Salmiya, Al-Kout, Sharq, Hawally and Boulevard
stores from 5.00 pm until 8.00 pm on the 2nd& 3rd days of
Eid. TSC wishes its customers and the whole Kuwait com-
munity a blissful and happy Eid, and invite them all to
enjoy the Eid holiday with the fun-filled activities made to
spread the joy and happiness of the occasion.

Eid Open House 
Stop by the TIES Center to congratulate friends on

the occasion of Eid Al-Fitr. Enjoy a variety of refresh-
ments, games and crafts. Children can enjoy special
indoor activities.

Landmark Group, the pioneering retail and hospi-
tality company behind some of the region’s most
loved brands and community initiatives, unveiled

a first-of-its-kind ‘Happiness Movement’ impacting over
40,000 employees across all GCC countries, aiming to
become the region’s happiest workplace. Capturing the
pride, positivity and sense of purpose that Landmark
Group’s enthused employees bring to work every day,
the Landmark ‘Happiness Movement’ aims to reinforce
the values such as passion, speed and simplicity, inno-
vation, ownership and entrepreneurship that form the
core foundation of the Group’s philosophy of creating
exceptional value.

The campaign has a memorable visual identity and
an inspiring anthem, which have been welcomed by
employees across the Group’s warehouses, stores and
offices. It reflects the Group’s cultureof openness, agility
and adaptability, which has been integral to its success
in the region. Nisha Jagtiani, Executive Director and
Chief Happiness Officer said: “The retail business is
changing very fast, whether it is from online to brick
and mortar, or an evolution to the retail shopping expe-
rience or expectations of the customers. 

In this dynamic, fast changing retail environment, we
strongly believe that the value system that Landmark
Group was built on - of innovation, entrepreneurship,
ownership and passion, are the values that would help

us succeed. Through the Landmark Happiness
Movement, we aim to bring a positive change by
empowering our people, and instilling the values of
ownership, pride and belongingness within them.”

“Landmark Group has always been a great place to
work in. We have grown because we have been able to
nurture talent and recognize potential. Through the
Landmark Happiness Movement, we aim to go one-step
further. We are creating an environment where our peo-
ple are the consistent drivers of happiness and positivi-
ty, across the Group, driving connectivity and together-
ness across warehouse and retail.” “We are thrilled at the
response we have received from our people. Happiness
is a journey and we are just getting started.”

The Happiness Movement was rolled-out to land-
markers, through a three-day power-packed celebration
across the Group’s retail outlets, warehouses and offices,
simultaneously engaging all 40,000 employees, irre-
spective of the country where they are based or the
tasks that they perform. Leaders from Landmark Group,
also visited and interact with landmarkers from across
the Group’s diverse network of retail and hospitality
outlets. Thereby making it one of the largest simultane-
ously coordinated employee engagement initiative in
the region. 

Envisioned to significantly enhance work-life bal-
ance, the people-led movement witnessed the roll-out

of several initiatives to connect employees, increase
overall engagement and drive focus towards employee
health and wellness. Driven by a Happiness team at its
core, the movement has identified ambassadors across
its business to drive the initiatives being rolled-out. 

The Group also introduced Workplace by Facebook
to all Landmarkers across the organization, to provide-
their people, irrespective of designation or function,
with one common platform to voice their opinions,
engage with their leaders and colleagues, and belong
to one large happy community. The internal employee
community has since been abuzz with thousands of
photos submitted by proud Landmarkers who joined
their leaders in celebrations held across over 100 cities
in the region. 

This platform will leverage technology to connect
every Landmarker across the company through the
common thread of happiness. Landmark Group was the
exclusive retail partner for the Global Happiness
Dialogue at this year’s World Government Summit
(2017). The discussions at the summit’s first Happiness
Dialogue Day cemented the Group’s intention to create
a region-wide Happiness Movement.

Landmark Group to become 
region’s happiest workplace

Celebrate Eid Al-Fitr 
festivities at Al-Kout

This Eid Al-Fitr, Souq Al-Kout will create
great moments for everyone every day
by welcoming grown-ups and children

to join in a series of fun filled events and activ-
ities including the Kuwaiti board game
“EnhashYalTheeb” and “Travel the World from
Al-Kout” selfie corner. Visitors can look for-
ward to the life sized popular Kuwaiti board
game “EnhashYalTheeb”, a local unique and
exciting Kuwaiti board game where players
compete by throwing dice and moving

around the board, expanded to a size of 12 m. 
Five games will be held every day giving

the opportunity to a total of 30 winners span-
ning across the three-day event. Competing
teams are welcome to register on a first come
first served basis. The fun doesn’t stop there,
to enhance the visitors’ experience, Souq Al-
Kout invites people to “Travel the World from
Al-Kout” by getting their selfie images clicked
on a range of famous international landmarks. 

The backgrounds include the Leaning

Tower of Pisa and Eiffel Tower to name a few,
and can be printed as a keepsake. The festivi-
ties and celebrations will be hosted by an MC
and DJ as well as children’s favorite characters
shows, who will all entertain the crowd with
fun games and competitions for the young
and old alike. Participants can also win some
of the many valuable spot prizes and give-
aways as well as enjoy colorful face-painting
and many more surprises. 
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Mijbil Al-Ayoub

Ooredoo, Kuwait’s fastest network con-
cluded its Ramadan program of activi-
ties, which included internal initiatives

targeting staff members as well as external ini-
tiatives targeting different society segments.
These initiatives come in line with the compa-
ny’s social responsibility strategy during the
Holy Month. Commenting on this in a state-
ment, Ooredoo Kuwait’s Senior Director of
Corporate Communications Mijbil Al-Ayoub
said: “We’re proud of all the participants and
their willingness to give selflessly, especially
during the holy month of Ramadan. We’re also
very our leading role in supporting volun-
teerism and charitable acts in this holy
month.”

Ooredoo Volunteer Program
Ooredoo is re-launching its Volunteer

Program, following the great success it
achieved upon the official launch of the pro-
gram last two year. This program was
launched in cooperation with Spread the
Passion, a local non-profit organization which
aims at encouraging youth to be more
engaged in voluntarily programs. The accom-
panying training program is intended to con-
tinue for a whole month and includes work-
shops, training camp. 

In addition, Ooredoo will continue to dis-
tribute iftar meals during the Holy Month of
Ramadan through a distribution centre out-
side its head office and in its iftar tent, in addi-
tion to a special truck that will deliver meals to
areas populated by underserved communities.
The meal distribution drive is fully operated by
Ooredoo’s volunteer program members, after
the great success of the program in the last

two years. The upper management at
Ooredoo regularly participates in the activi-
ties, in addition to staff from the company’s
different departments and divisions.

Investing internally
Welcoming the Holy Month of Ramadan,

Ooredoo organized a special ‘Graish’ meal for
its staff at Ooredoo’s headquarters in Al Soor
Street. The ‘Graish’ meal was a way to welcome
the Holy Month with its employees and to
revive the old Kuwaiti customs and heritage.
All employees gather on this occasion to have
one last meal before Ramadan together, greet
each other and exchange best wishes.

Connecting with its staff, Ooredoo held its
Ramadan ghabqa, a fun-filled event with a tra-

ditional Kuwaiti theme under the title “Sanduq
Embayyat,” which was attended by the
Chairman and CEO of Ooredoo Group Sheikh
Saud bin Nasser Al-Thani, the CEO and General
Manager of Ooredoo Kuwait Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Thani along with
executive managers and department heads.
Throughout the Holy Month, Ooredoo
involved its staff in a number of key initiatives,
such as meal distribution in the iftar tent in
addition to the volunteer truck. Ooredoo staff
also participated in a number of workshops
and visits to hospital wards and other charita-
ble initiatives throughout the month.

Sharing Festivities
The company also aims to hold a series of

girgian celebrations to bring the joy to kids’
hearts several locations, including the
Guardians of the Disabled Association, Kuwait
Centre for Down Syndrome, in addition to care
centers. Ooredoo also held a special girgian
celebration with the Kuwaiti band Sons of
Yusuf, where hundreds of children attended to
celebrate the happy occasion. Ooredoo also
held an iftar feast for the on-call medical staff
and security personnel in Yarmouk area last
week.  The event took place in the Yarmouk
Health Center and was attended by the mayor
of Yamrouk, Abdulaziz Al-Meshari. The event
was held in collaboration with the Yarmouk
Co-Operative Society and Yarmouk Health
Center, and Yarmouk Healthy City initiative.
The event reflects Ooredoo’s core values of

caring and connecting, and stems from the
company’s deep-rooted belief in enriching the
community. A similar event was held for the
parents, children and staff of the Kuwait
Centre for Down Syndrome.

Supporting volunteer work among
Ooredoo’s top priorities through its CSR strate-
gy. The company has recently signed a memo-
randum of understanding with the Ministry of
State for Youth Affairs, to support youth proj-
ects and initiatives, making it the first telecom
provider in Kuwait to sign such a high-level
agreement. Ooredoo is continuously working
with the Ministry to enrich youth experience
in a variety of fields, with a focus on volun-
teerism. 

Ooredoo concludes a month of volunteer activities 
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01:45   Gone In Sixty Seconds   
04:00   Code Of Silence   
05:45   The Lovers   
07:45   Bermuda Tentacles   
09:30   Code Of Silence   
11:15   Gone In Sixty Seconds   
13:15   The Tower   
15:30   Harlock: Space Pirate   
17:30   Rivers Nine   
19:15   Metro   
21:00   Beyond Redemption   
22:45   I Am Number Four     

00:45   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
01:40   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
02:35   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
03:25   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
04:15   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
05:02   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
05:49   Untamed China With Nigel Marven   
06:36   Night   
07:00   Night   
07:25   Lone Star Law   
08:15   The Lion Queen   
09:10   After The Attack   
10:05   Dog Rescuers   
11:00   Wildest Africa   
11:55   America's Cutest Pets   
12:50   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
13:15   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
13:45   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
14:10   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
14:40   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
15:05   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
15:35   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
16:30   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
17:25   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
18:20   Queens Of The Savannah   
19:15   Lone Star Law   
20:10   Up Close And Dangerous   
21:05   Lone Star Law   
22:00   Queens Of The Savannah   
22:55   Tanked   
23:50   Tanked      

00:00   Doctors   
00:30   EastEnders   
01:00   Death In Paradise   
01:55   Call The Midwife   

02:50   Doctor Who   
03:40   EastEnders   
04:10   Orphan Black   
05:05   Call The Midwife   
06:00   EastEnders   
06:30   Holby City   
07:25   New Tricks   
08:20   Call The Midwife   
09:15   Father Brown   
10:15   Doctors   
10:45   EastEnders   
11:15   New Tricks   
12:10   Call The Midwife   
13:05   Father Brown   
14:05   Doctors   
14:35   EastEnders   
15:05   New Tricks   
16:00   Call The Midwife   
17:00   Father Brown   
18:00   Doctors   
18:30   EastEnders   
19:05   New Tricks   
20:00   Unforgotten   
21:00   Whitechapel   
21:50   Ripper Street   
22:45   Ripper Street   
23:40   Doctors   

00:00   My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera   
01:00   Britain's Darkest Taboos   
02:00   Babies Behind Bars   
03:00   Escaping Polygamy   
04:00   My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera   
05:00   Britain's Darkest Taboos   
06:00   The First 48   
07:00   The First 48   
08:00   Killers: Behind The Myth   
09:00   Leah Remini: Scientology And The
Aftermath   
10:00   Holloway: Women Behind Bars   
11:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
12:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
14:00   It Takes A Killer     
16:00   Homicide Hunter   
17:00   Homicide Hunter   
18:00   Cold Case Files   
19:00   Cold Case Files   
20:00   The First 48   
21:00   Homicide Hunter   
22:00   Britain's Darkest Taboos   
23:00   Campus Nightmares    

00:05   Impractical Jokers   
00:30   Impractical Jokers   
00:55   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
01:20   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
01:45   Lip Sync Battle   
02:10   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
03:00   The Daily Show - Global Edition   
03:25   Life Or Debt   
04:15   Disaster Date   
04:40   Disaster Date   
05:05   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   

05:55   Bondi Ink.   
06:50   Catch A Contractor   
07:15   Catch A Contractor   
07:40   Lip Sync Battle   
08:05   Lip Sync Battle   
08:30   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
09:20   Sweat Inc.   
10:10   Hungry Investors   
11:00   Life Or Debt   
11:50   Bondi Ink.   
12:40   Disaster Date   
13:05   Disaster Date   
13:30   Lip Sync Battle   
13:55   Lip Sync Battle   
14:20   Hungry Investors   
15:10   Catch A Contractor   
15:35   Catch A Contractor   
16:00   Frankenfood   
16:30   Frankenfood   
16:55   Hungry Investors   
17:50   Brotherhood   
18:15   Brotherhood   
18:39   Impractical Jokers   
19:03   Disaster Date   
19:27   Ridiculousness Arabia   
19:50   Ridiculousness Arabia   
20:13   Brotherhood   
20:37   Brotherhood   
21:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
21:30   Nathan For You   
22:00   Nathan For You   
22:25   Ridiculousness Arabia   
22:50   Ridiculousness Arabia   
23:15   Lip Sync Battle   
23:40   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   

00:30   Nextworld   
01:20   Nextworld   
02:10   Strangest Weather On Earth   
03:00   Strangest Weather On Earth   
03:50   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
04:40   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
05:30   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
06:20   How It's Made   
06:40   How It's Made   
07:00   Kenny The Shark   
07:25   Kenny The Shark   
07:50   Kids vs Film   
08:15   Kids vs Film   
08:40   How It's Made   
09:05   How It's Made   
09:30   How It's Made   
09:55   How It's Made   
10:20   How It's Made   
10:45   How It's Made   
11:10   How It's Made   
11:35   How It's Made   

12:00   How It's Made   
12:25   How It's Made   
12:50   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
13:40   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
14:30   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
15:20   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
16:10   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
17:00   Nextworld   
17:50   Nextworld   
18:40   Troy   
19:30   Prehistoric   
20:20   Reign Of The Dinosaurs   
21:10   Dinosaurs: Return To Life   
22:00   Destroyed In Seconds   
22:25   What Happened Next?   
22:50   What Happened Next?   
23:15   Destroyed In Seconds   
23:40   Destroyed In Seconds    

00:30   The Real Story With Maria Elena
Salinas   
01:20   Casey Anthony: An American
Murder Mystery   
02:10   Murder Calls   
03:00   Murder Chose Me   
03:48   I Almost Got Away With It   
04:36   I Almost Got Away With It   
05:24   I Almost Got Away With It   
06:12   I Almost Got Away With It   
07:00   The Locator   
07:25   The Locator   
07:50   The Locator   
08:15   The Locator   
08:40   The Locator   
09:05   The Locator   
09:30   The Locator   
09:55   The Locator   
10:20   The Locator   
10:45   The Locator   
11:10   Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall   
12:00   Blood Relatives   
12:50   Blood Relatives   
13:40   Blood Relatives   
14:30   Blood Relatives   
15:20   Blood Relatives   
16:10   The Detectives Club: New Orleans   
17:00   Murder Comes To Town   
17:50   Murder Comes To Town   
18:40   Murder Comes To Town   
19:30   Murder Comes To Town   
20:20   Murder Comes To Town   
21:10   Blood Relatives   
22:00   Six Degrees Of Murder   
22:50   Evil Kin   
23:40   Grave Secrets      

00:00   Hank Zipzer   
00:25   Alex & Co.   
00:45   The Hive   
00:50   Evermoor Chronicles   
01:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
01:40   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:05   Binny And The Ghost   
02:30   Binny And The Ghost   

02:55   Hank Zipzer   
03:15   The Hive   
03:20   Hank Zipzer   
03:45   Alex & Co.   
04:10   Alex & Co.   
04:35   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:00   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:25   Binny And The Ghost   
05:45   The Hive   
05:50   The 7D   
06:00   Jessie   
06:25   Jessie   
06:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
06:55   Austin & Ally   
07:20   The Zhuzhus   
07:45   Gravity Falls   
08:10   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
08:35   Elena Of Avalor   
09:00   Stuck In The Middle   
09:25   Best Friends Whenever   
09:50   Bunk'd   
10:15   Bizaardvark   
10:40   Zapped   
12:20   Evermoor Chronicles    
14:00   Bunk'd   
14:25   Jessie   
14:50   Jessie   
15:15   Austin & Ally   
15:40   Austin & Ally   
16:05   Descendants Wicked World   
16:10   Girl Meets World   
16:35   Girl Meets World   
17:00   Good Luck Charlie   
17:25   The Little Mermaid: Ariel's
Beginning   
18:45   The 7D   
19:00   Star Darlings   
19:05   Best Friends Whenever   
19:30   Liv And Maddie   
19:55   Elena Of Avalor   
20:20   Jessie   
20:45   Bizaardvark   
21:10   Austin & Ally   
21:35   Stuck In The Middle   
22:00   Bunk'd   
22:25   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
22:50   Lolirock   
23:10   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
23:35   Binny And The Ghost       

00:00   Henry Hugglemonster   
00:15   Calimero   
00:30   Art Attack   
00:55   Zou   

01:05   Loopdidoo   
01:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:35   Calimero   
01:50   Zou   
02:05   Art Attack   
02:30   The Hive   
02:40   Loopdidoo   
02:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
03:10   Art Attack   
03:35   Loopdidoo   
03:50   Calimero   
04:05   Art Attack   
04:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
04:45   Zou   
05:00   Art Attack   
05:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:45   Loopdidoo   
06:00   Zou   
06:15   Calimero   
06:30   Loopdidoo   
06:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
07:00   Sofia The First   
07:25   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
07:50   The Lion Guard   
08:15   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
08:40   Goldie & Bear   
09:05   Doc McStuffins Toy Hospital   
09:35   Sofia The First   
10:00   The Lion Guard   
10:30   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
11:00   PJ Masks   
11:25   Goldie & Bear   
11:55   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
12:25   The Lion Guard   
12:50   Sofia The First   
13:20   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
13:45   Doc McStuffins   
14:10   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
14:40   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
15:05   PJ Masks   
15:30   The Lion Guard   
16:00   Miles From Tomorrow   
16:25   Sofia The First   
16:50   PJ Masks   
17:05   Goldie & Bear   
17:35   Doc McStuffins Toy Hospital   
18:05   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
18:35   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
19:05   Sofia The First   
19:35   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
20:05   The Lion Guard   
20:35   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
21:00   Goldie & Bear   
21:25   Doc McStuffins   
21:50   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
22:00   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
22:30   Sofia The First   
22:55   PJ Masks   
23:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
23:35   The Hive   
23:45   Loopdidoo     

00:20   Wheels That Fail   
00:45   Gold Divers   
01:35   Gold Divers   
02:25   Gold Divers   
03:15   Gold Divers   
04:05   Gold Divers   
05:00   Gold Divers   

06:00   Gold Divers   
06:50   Wheeler Dealers   
07:40   Misfit Garage   
08:30   What On Earth?   
09:20   Container Wars   
09:45   How Do They Do It?   
10:10   How Do They Do It?   
10:35   What On Earth?   
11:25   Salvage Hunters   
12:15   Storage Hunters UK   
12:40   Storage Hunters UK   
13:05   How Do They Do It?   
13:30   Container Wars   
13:55   Container Wars   
14:20   Gold Rush   
15:10   What On Earth?   
16:00   Gold Divers   
16:50   Misfit Garage   
17:40   Wheeler Dealers   
18:30   How Do They Do It?   
18:55   How Do They Do It?   
19:20   What On Earth?   
20:10   Container Wars   
20:35   Baggage Battles   
21:00   Heavy Rescue   
21:50   Alcatraz: Escaping The Rock   
22:40   What On Earth?   
23:30   Misfit Garage        

06:00   Supa Strikas   
06:25   Supa Strikas   
06:50   Marvel's Guardians Of The Galaxy   
07:15   Counterfeit Cat   
07:40   Walk The Prank   
08:10   K.C. Undercover   
08:35   Milo Murphy's Law   
09:00   Disney11   
09:25   Disney11   
09:50   Disney11   
10:20   Disney11   
10:45   Disney11   
11:10   Lab Rats Elite Force   
11:35   Mech-X4   
12:00   Monsters, Inc   
13:30   Access All Areas: Spider-Man:
Homecoming   
13:45   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
14:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
14:15   Milo Murphy's Law   
14:40   K.C. Undercover   
15:05   Walk The Prank   
15:30   Atomic Puppet   
15:55   Lab Rats   
16:25   Mech-X4   
16:50   K.C. Undercover   
17:15   Supa Strikas   
17:40   Mighty Med   
18:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
18:10   Right Now Kapow   
18:35   Lab Rats   
19:25   Kirby Buckets   
19:55   K.C. Undercover   
20:20   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
20:45   Counterfeit Cat   
21:10   Mighty Med   
21:35   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:45   Marvel's Guardians Of The Galaxy   
22:10   Ultimate Spider-Man: Web
Warriors   
22:35   Boyster   
23:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA    

00:00   Botched   
00:55   Botched   
01:50   E! News   
02:50   Celebrity Style Story   
03:20   Celebrity Style Story   
03:50   So Cosmo   
04:40   So Cosmo   
05:30   Celebrity Style Story   
06:00   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
06:50   E! News   
07:20   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
08:10   E! News   
09:05   Botched   
09:55   Botched   
10:45   Botched   
11:35   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
12:25   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry    
14:15   Second Wives Club   
15:10   Second Wives Club   
16:05   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
17:05   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
18:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
19:00   E! News   
20:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
21:00   Botched   
22:00   Second Wives Club   
23:00   Botched        

00:00   Man Fire Food   
00:30   Man Fire Food   
01:00   Restaurant Stakeout   

02:00   Mystery Diners   
02:30   Mystery Diners   
03:00   Man Fire Food   
03:30   Man Fire Food   
04:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
04:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
05:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
06:00   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
06:30   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
07:00   Chopped   
08:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
08:30   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
09:00   The Pioneer Woman   
09:30   The Pioneer Woman   
10:00   Siba's Table   
10:30   Siba's Table   
11:00   Bake With Anna Olson   
11:30   Bake With Anna Olson   
12:00   Man Fire Food   
12:30   Man Fire Food   
13:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
13:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:00   Chopped   
15:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
15:30   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
16:00   The Pioneer Woman   
16:30   The Pioneer Woman   
17:00   Siba's Table   
17:30   Siba's Table   
18:00   Bake With Anna Olson   
18:30   Bake With Anna Olson   
19:00   Man Fire Food   
19:30   Man Fire Food   
20:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
20:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
21:00   Rev Run's Sunday Suppers   
21:30   Rev Run's Sunday Suppers   
22:00   Private Chef   
22:30   Private Chef   
23:00   Chopped     

00:05   Coronation Street   
00:30   Coronation Street   
01:00   Shoot The Messenger   
02:00   Coronation Street   
02:25   Coronation Street   
02:50   Coronation Street   
03:15   Coronation Street   
03:35   Coronation Street   
03:55   Surprise Surprise   
04:50   Britain's Secrets With Anne
Robinson   
05:50   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
06:20   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
06:50   Masterpiece With Alan Titchmarsh   
07:40   Grantchester   
08:35   This Is England '86   
09:30   Jekyll And Hyde   
10:25   Shoot The Messenger   
11:25   Chopping Block   
12:20   Chopping Block   
13:15   Grantchester   
14:10   The Trials Of Jimmy Rose   
15:00   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
15:30   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
16:00   This Is England '86   
16:50   Britain's Secrets With Anne
Robinson   
17:50   The Secret Photos Of The Duke &
Duchess Of Windsor   
18:50   Grantchester   
19:45   Jekyll And Hyde   
20:35   Britain's Secrets With Anne
Robinson   
21:35   This Is England '86   
22:30   Shoot The Messenger   
23:20   Safe House     

00:20   JFK Declassified: Hunting Oswald   
01:10   Mountain Men   
02:00   Leepu And Pitbull   
02:50   Storage Wars   
03:15   Pawn Stars   
03:40   Pawn Stars South Africa   
04:05   Storage Wars Texas   
04:30   Storage Wars Texas   
05:00   Hoard Hunters   
06:00   Leepu And Pitbull   
06:50   Duck Dynasty   
07:40   Counting Cars   
08:05   Counting Cars   
08:30   Pawn Stars   
08:55   Pawn Stars   
09:20   Storage Wars   
09:45   Storage Wars   
10:10   American Pickers   
11:00   The Curse Of Oak Island   
11:50   Duck Dynasty   
12:40   Ice Road Truckers   
13:30   Ax Men   
14:20   Mountain Men   
15:10   Leepu And Pitbull   
16:00   Storage Wars   
16:25   Storage Wars   
16:50   Pawn Stars   
17:15   Pawn Stars   
17:40   Billion Dollar Wreck   
18:30   Gold Hunters: Legend Of The

Superstition...   
19:20   Mountain Men   
20:10   American Pickers   
21:00   Pawn Stars   
21:25   Pawn Stars South Africa   
21:50   Storage Wars Texas   
22:15   Storage Wars Texas   
22:40   Detroit Steel   
23:30   American Pickers   

00:45   Eat Street   
01:10   My Sri Lanka With Peter Kuruvita   
01:40   Bad Trip   
02:35   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
03:00   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
03:30   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
03:55   Places We Go   
04:25   Chocolate Covered   
04:50   Chocolate Covered   
05:20   Home Strange Home   
06:15   Health Secrets Behind Korean
Cuisine   
07:10   Miguel's Feasts   
07:35   Miguel's Feasts   
08:05   Sara's Australia Unveiled   
08:30   Eat Street   
09:00   Eat Street   
09:25   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
09:55   Bad Trip   
10:50   What's For Sale?   
11:15   What's For Sale?   
11:45   Chasing Time   
12:10   Chasing Time   
12:40   My Sri Lanka With Peter Kuruvita   
13:05   My Sri Lanka With Peter Kuruvita   
13:35   Bad Trip   
14:30   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
14:55   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
15:25   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
15:50   Places We Go   
16:20   Chocolate Covered   
16:45   Chocolate Covered   
17:15   Home Strange Home   
18:10   Rustic Adventure Argentina   
18:35   Rustic Adventure Argentina   
19:05   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
19:30   Places We Go   
20:00   Chocolate Covered   
20:30   Chocolate Covered   
21:00   Home Strange Home   
22:00   Rustic Adventure Argentina   
22:25   Rustic Adventure Argentina   
22:55   Bad Trip   
23:50   My Sri Lanka With Peter Kuruvita      

00:10   Evacuate Earth   
01:00   I Wouldn't Go In There   
02:00   Monster Fish   
03:00   Wicked Tuna: North vs South   
04:00   Primal Survivor   
05:00   China From Above   
06:00   Outsiders: Living Off The Edge   
07:00   Border Wars   
08:00   Scam City   
09:00   Locked Up Abroad   
10:00   Breakthrough   
11:00   Route Awakening   
11:30   Route Awakening   
12:00   Dog Whisperer   
13:00   Cesar Millan's Dog Nation   
14:00   Genius   
15:00   Monster Fish   
16:00   The Putin Interviews   
17:00   Genius   
18:00   Brain Games   
18:30   Brain Games   
19:00   Monster Fish   
20:00   The Putin Interviews   
20:50   Genius   
21:40   Brain Games   
22:05   Brain Games   
22:30   Monster Fish   
23:20   Route Awakening   
23:45   Route Awakening        

00:20   1000 Days For The Planet   
01:10   Savage Kingdom   
02:00   Animal Fight Club 4.5   
02:50   Australia's Deadly Monsters   
03:45   Secret Life Of Predators (2016)   
04:40   World's Deadliest   
05:35   Blood Rivals: Lion vs. Buffalo   
06:30   Monster Fish   
07:25   Monster Fish   
08:20   Predator Fails   
09:15   Game Of Lions   
10:10   Extreme Animals   
11:05   Dr. Oakley: Yukon Vet   
12:00   World's Weirdest (2015)   
12:55   Animal Fight Club 4.5   
13:50   Australia's Deadly Monsters   
14:45   Secrets Of The Wild   
15:40   World's Deadliest   
16:35   Hunter Hunted   
17:30   Monster Fish   
18:25   Wild Argentina   
19:20   Secret Life Of Predators   
20:10   World's Deadliest   

21:00   Hunter Hunted   
21:50   Monster Fish   
22:40   Wild Argentina   
23:30   World's Weirdest (2015)       

00:25   K-9 Adventures: Legend Of The
Lost Gold   
02:00   Secretariat   
04:05   The Wild   
05:30   Tuck Everlasting   
07:05   K-9 Adventures: Legend Of The
Lost Gold   
08:40   Scooby-Doo! And The Beach
Beastie   
09:10   Ice Age   
10:35   Secretariat   
12:45   Scooby-Doo! And The Beach
Beastie   
13:15   Mars Needs Moms   
15:00   Brother Bear   
16:30   Alice In Wonderland   
18:25   Return To Oz   
20:20   Hocus Pocus   
22:00   Brother Bear   
23:30   Return To Oz      

01:45   No Stranger Than Love   
03:15   You Again   
05:00   Liberal Arts   
06:45   Love, Rosie   
08:30   You Again   
10:15   Liberal Arts   
12:00   Love, Rosie   
13:45   Outside Bet   
15:30   Cheech & Chong's The Corsican
Brothers   
17:00   Can't Buy Me Love   
18:45   Fierce Creatures   
20:30   Hot Pursuit   
22:00   Playing It Cool   
23:45   Life After Beth      

01:00   A Birder's Guide To Everything   
02:30   Steve Jobs: The Man In The
Machine   
04:40   Brooklyn   
06:35   Memories   
08:15   A Birder's Guide To Everything   
09:45   Steve Jobs: The Man In The
Machine   
12:00   The Wave   
13:45   Brooklyn   
15:45   Quiz Show   
18:00   Jappeloup   
20:15   The Theory Of Everything   
22:15   Some Like It Hot      

01:15   Mickey, Donald, Goofy: The 3
Musketeers   
02:45   Winnie The Pooh   
04:10   Ethel & Ernest   
06:00   Bamse And The City Of Thieves   
07:15   Outback   
08:45   Paws   
10:15   Yugo & Lala 2   
11:45   Robosapien: Rebooted   
13:15   Three Wishes   
15:15   Paws   
16:45   Ducktales: The Movie   
18:15   Doctor Proctor's Fart Powder   
20:00   Three Wishes   
22:00   Outback   
23:30   Ducktales: The Movie        

00:15   Rocky IV   
02:00   Blown Away   
04:00   Con Air   
06:00   Goosebumps   
08:00   The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge
Out Of Water   
09:45   Rocky III   
11:30   Rocky IV   
13:15   Con Air   
15:15   Man Of The House   
17:00   Invictus   
19:15   Dracula Untold   
21:00   Rocky v   
22:45   Rocky Balboa       

00:30   How The Earth Works   
01:20   Landing On A Comet: Rosetta   
02:10   Man v The Universe   
03:00   Direct From Pluto: First Encounter   
03:48   How Do They Do It?   
05:00   Food Factory     
07:00   How Do They Do It?   
07:26   Race To Escape   
08:14   Penn & Teller Tell A Lie     
10:38   Penn & Teller Tell A Lie   
11:26   Mythbusters   THE WAVE ON OSN MOVIES FESTIVAL

INVICTUS ON OSN MOVIES HD

I AM NUMBER FOUR ON OSN MOVIES ACTION



Classifieds
SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2017

SHARQIA-1
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 11:30 AM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               1:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             4:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  6:45 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               9:30 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               12:30 AM

SHARQIA-2
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   11:45 AM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   2:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   5:00 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             7:45 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   10:00 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 1:00 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      3:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 5:45 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      7:45 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 10:30 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               12:15 PM
Duvvada Jagannadham (DJ)   (Telugu)                                    3:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  6:30 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               9:15 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               12:15 AM

MUHALAB-2
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      12:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 3:15 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      5:15 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 8:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 10:00 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
THE MUMMY                                                                                             12:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   2:15 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             5:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   7:30 PM

THE MUMMY                                                                                             10:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   12:30 AM

FANAR-1
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       11:45 AM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      1:45 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               4:15 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       7:15 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               9:15 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               12:15 AM

FANAR-2
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 11:45 AM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  1:45 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 4:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 6:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 8:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 10:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 12:30 AM

FANAR-3
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       12:45 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       2:45 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       4:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  6:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  9:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  12:15 AM

FANAR-4
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   12:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   3:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   6:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   9:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   11:45 PM

FANAR-5
THE MUMMY                                                                                             12:30 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               2:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             5:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             8:00 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             10:15 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             12:45 AM

MARINA-1

TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 12:30 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      2:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 5:15 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               7:15 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 10:15 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               12:15 AM

MARINA-2
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   11:30 AM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   2:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   4:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   7:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   9:45 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   12:30 AM

MARINA-3
THE MUMMY                                                                                             11:30 AM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             1:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             4:00 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             6:15 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             8:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             10:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             1:00 AM

AVENUES-1
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  1:00 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  3:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  6:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  9:15 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   11:45 AM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   2:15 PM
THE MUMMY     -3D-4DX                                                                    5:00 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight    -3D-4DX                       7:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   -3D-4DX
10:15 PM
THE MUMMY     -3D-4DX                                                                    1:00 AM

AVENUES-3
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 12:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 2:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 4:00 PM

TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 6:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 8:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 10:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                 12:05 AM

360º- 1
THE MUMMY  -3D                                                                                   1:15 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             3:30 PM
THE MUMMY  -3D                                                                                   5:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             8:00 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             10:15 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             12:30 AM

360 º- 2
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       12:30 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       2:30 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       4:30 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       6:30 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                       8:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  10:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                             1:15 AM

360º- 3
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  12:00 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  2:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  5:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  8:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                  11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   11:30 AM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   2:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   4:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   7:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   10:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales   12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.2
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      12:30 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      3:15 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                      6:00 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               8:45 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                               11:45 PM

PRAYER TIMINGS

Automated

enquiry about the

Civil ID card is

1889988

Fajr: 03:14

Shorook: 04:50

Duhr: 11:50

Asr: 15:24

Maghrib: 18:51

Isha: 20:23

SITUATION WANTED

I am Looking for job as
Architecture & MEP
Draftsman with 12 years’
Experience in UAE &
Kuwait. Proficient in
AutoCAD-2000 to 2016,
Knowledge in REVIT-2014,
3D-MAX, Photoshop, Micro
station, Architectural
Desktop, Google Sketch
up, MEP-Electrical, Low
voltage, Telephone, Fire
Alarm, Fire Fighting, HVAC.
Transferable visa-18, can
join immediately. Call:
99076506
21-6-2017

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Sunday 25/6/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 00:15
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
KAC 504 Beirut 00:45
SAW 713 Damascus 00:55
KAC 102 London 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
QTR 1086 Doha 02:05
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:05
JZR 553 Alexandria 02:10
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
AEE 942 ATH 02:25
KAC 418 Manila 02:50
THY 752 Istanbul 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
KAC 382 Delhi 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:40
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:50
BVL 151 Varna 04:00
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
CEB 018 Manila 04:00
QTR 1090 Doha 04:05
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00
FEG 931 Alexandria 05:00
THY 770 Istanbul 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
QTR 8511 Doha 05:20
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 1802 Cairo 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
KAC 354 Bangalore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
MSC 415 Sohag 10:15
IRC 528 Ahwaz 10:25
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
SAW 703 Damascus 10:45
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
PAL 668 Manila 11:00
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10
KAC 522 Al Najaf 11:20
KAC 742 Dammam 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
JZR 239 Amman 12:25
JZR 358 Mashhad 12:30

KAC 774 Riyadh 12:45
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:50
FEG 1933 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
KAC 514 Tehran 13:10
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 13:35
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KAC 692 Muscat 14:55
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:30
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDK 801 Damascus 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 257 Beirut 16:20
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:05
ICV 675 Luxembourg 18:20
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:30
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
KAC 178 Vienna 19:45
KAC 620 Doha 19:50
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 104 London 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 166 Rome 20:55
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:30
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
RBG 551 Alexandria 23:00
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40
THY 764 Istanbul 23:45

Departure Flights on Sunday 25/6/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 1540 Cairo 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
MSC 406 Sohag 00:30
MSR 2615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KAC 677 Dubai 01:30
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:35
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
AEE 943 ATH 03:15
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:30
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
THY 753 Istanbul 04:00
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KAC 417 Manila 04:20
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:25
JZR 560 Sohag 04:45
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
BVL 152 Varna 05:00
KAC 103 London 05:00
QTR 1091 Doha 05:05
CEB 019 Manila 05:30
QTR 1077 Doha 05:35
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:50
FEG 934 Sohag 05:55
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
UAE 874 Dubai 06:15
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
THY 771 Istanbul 06:25
JZR 359 Mashhad 06:40
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
QTR 8512 Doha 06:50
JZR 238 Amman 07:00
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 521 Al Najaf 07:35
KAC 501 Beirut 07:50
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:50
BAW 156 London 08:20
KAC 177 Vienna 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 741 Dammam 08:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 08:35
KAC 513 Tehran 08:45
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 09:00
JZR 256 Beirut 09:00
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 117 New York 09:15
KAC 165 Rome 09:20
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:25
KAC 691 Muscat 09:30
JZR 534 Cairo 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 101 London 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
KAC 153 Istanbul 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
MSC 416 Sohag 11:15
IRC 529 Ahwaz 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
SAW 704 Damascus 11:45

MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
KAC 413 Bangkok 12:20
PAL 669 Manila 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
THY 767 Istanbul 13:45
FEG 932 Alexandria 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:40
KAC 563 Amman 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 619 Doha 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
VIZ 204 TQD 16:20
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30
SAW 710 Latakia 16:50
FDK 802 Damascus 16:55
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:25
JZR 240 Amman 17:30
KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 357 Kochi 17:40
NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50
KAC 381 Delhi 17:50
JZR 504 Luxor 17:55
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:25
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
KAC 785 Jeddah 18:45
QTR 1081 Doha 19:15
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 19:20
JZR 552 Alexandria 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ICV 675 Hong Kong 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:35
KAC 353 Bangalore 20:55
DLH 634 Doha 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
KAC 203 Lahore 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00
KAC 155 Istanbul 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 528 Asyut 23:05
KAC 783 Jeddah 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:40

ACCOMMODATION

Sharing accommodation
For Filipino ONLY
Farwaniya block 1, near
gulfmart. Available on June
25, Contact 94418396 or
94033908
2562017
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KNCC PROGRAMME FROM LAST DAY OF RAMADAN TO WEDNESDAY
(LAST DAY OF RAMADAN TO 28/06/2017)



SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2017

You may find yourself awake at an early hour this morning. You could be
helping someone move or driving someone to the airport. Whatever the

case, you are available to help. Sympathy and understanding are emotional qualities that
take on a greater importance now. Even though it is the top of the morning when you
help this person, you are reflective and may be a mirror for this person's focus. You are
equality-minded and easy to talk with-a good mediator as well. As a sociable and slightly
frivolous orientation sets in this afternoon, you may find yourself planning a neighbor-
hood get-together. There is time to relax-perhaps a massage or some leisure time in a
pool. You are driven to excel in any form of physical or creative expression today.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You are good at relations regarding politics, diplomacy and sales-not to
mention considerate and helpful. This is a good day for you to deal in sales or presen-
tations. You have an inner urge to be all things to all people and would rather bend
than argue. You will be helping a friend today because you are willing to listen and
not criticize. You are a natural diplomat, always concerned with the comfort and wel-
fare of others. You stay in the background, but are able to manipulate and bring out
cooperation in others every time. A real estate profession is something you might
seriously consider. This is a day you should enjoy-relax. With your strong drive to do
and accomplish, every bit of relaxation you get will be beneficial.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Progressive people and idealistic groups or concepts play a more impor-
tant role in your life now-a new cycle begins. There is a concern for something bigger
than any one person-perhaps an interest in civic affairs or even some new recycling
technique. You are very communicative, flexible, mental and other-oriented today.
You will find many, particularly young people, listen to your ideas and advice. Your
laser-like mind makes conversations fast-paced and illuminating. A ready wit and a
great sense of humor create a rewarding day. You may join a self-help group or find
yourself talking about a self-help book to a close friend this evening. Whatever the
case, you have insight into your own emotions and drive. You can be a good mentor.

Easy does it-this is one of those busy days. If you need to concentrate on
a particular chore, it would be a good idea to suggest that others either help you or
leave you alone to do your work. This way, you will not get as many interruptions-and
who knows-someone might help you with your special chore or project. A family
gathering may be planned for later this day, perhaps a picnic. Tonight could complete
your little gathering with a nearby outdoor concert. A music festival or some other
type of fun activity with lots of children and unique exhibits just gives everyone the
perfect opportunity to get to know each other better. There are opportunities to
teach young people a sense of sharing and support of each other.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Having and appreciating things of beauty and value plays a big role in
your life at this time. Making the most of what you have, striving for security and sta-
bility: that's the impulse that stirs in you now. You find yourself talking about investing
and may even have a personal plan. Provided you do not spend the entire budget on
the fancy things that catch your eye, a shopping expedition can be a financially favor-
able one for you now. Circumstances may expand your appreciation and enjoyment
of your life situation. Your system of values may deepen, providing you with a better
sense of discrimination and good taste. There is a desire to purchase items and you
might forget when to stop adding to your basket. You are inspired to write poetry.

You are not bound by relationships and are thus not much of a domes-
tic. You find it easy to work with other people and tend to pour a lot of energy into
those around you. Foreign affairs may catch your attention at this time. Perhaps an
investment you are thinking about is beginning to show quite an upswing in poten-
tial. You will find support from others when you turn your attention to health, food,
nutrition and areas where service or attention to detail is in high focus. You may enjoy
working with a group of people that have similar thinking or politics. With your power-
ful spirit, you enjoy your strong emotions and have an active social life. There are
opportunities to show off your charming side this evening at an upscale social affair.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You are very much the creature of habit. The encircling network of friends
and relationships are crucial to your success or lack thereof from time to time. You are
nourished in great measure by the atmosphere and conditions you are able to set up.
You may, however, tend to fluctuate between uninspired routine and crazy binges. For
the next few days you may want to spend some time in organizing your thoughts and
goals-making lists. Do not forget to walk around your home and make any necessary
notes about updates. This is a good time to change the air filters, set out a soaker hose,
clean vents, etc. Enjoy a bit of time away from work and responsibilities, perhaps by
short trips to fun places this weekend. Consider creating a butterfly garden.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

It is easy for you to express yourself to others-you always manage to
make a good appearance. You have an easy manner and find it easy to communicate
with just about anyone. You like beautiful surroundings, everything that is calm, taste-
ful and harmonious. You may be planning a water garden for those hot summer days-
maybe a few goldfish. This afternoon you will find yourself involved in several fun con-
versations with those you love. You are very giving, conciliatory and even flattering in
relationships, able to adjust to any situation. Budget restraints are definitely needed
so that some item you want in the future will become more attainable. Suggestions
by young members in the family will give you new ideas.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You would like your conversations and thinking to stay somewhere near
the surface today. This is a day of rest, and deep problem-solving conver-

sations are certainly not on your to-do list. You can create new subjects easily with all
the interests you have. You will enjoy your friends today-you love to interact with them.
There may be an occasion to teach someone how to write music or to put one of your
poems to music. You appreciate change, variety and making local connections-there
may be an open house or opening day for some new business. You have many avenues
to explore this weekend and many positive things to accomplish. You are more attrac-
tive than usual. Intimacy with a person you love will go beyond the usual.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Circumstances may press you and tend to bring out the rebel in you. A
little bicycle ride or just a change of scenery for a short while will help to bring your
emotions back in balance. Self-control is the accepted and admired behavior, and you
are able to respond in positive ways. Circumstances work together to bring out your
ideals-making it easier to make your dreams real. You are very original when it comes
to home and surroundings-the environment you build around you. This could also
manifest in new ideas for unusual ways of supporting yourself in the future. Get out-
side and be with friends this afternoon-enjoy a breath of fresh air! This evening, litera-

ture is on your mind. That book you want to write or read may hold your attention.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Everything points to your taking the lead in today's activities. You could
feel great support from those around you. You feel healthy and natural.

You will find that today is packed full of communication with friends, especially those
you may not have seen in some time. Perhaps it is time for a reunion. Practical and
effective ideas are the ones that make the most sense-putting them to good use is a
focus for you. Material things are foremost on your mind in many respects; an empha-
sis on the real rather than the ideal. This is the time you may decide to install a porch
instead of a deck. Now when company comes, there will be a place to put them. If it is a
porch with wide windows, you will enjoy sitting out there for meditations. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

There are changes around your household that may not be the most
pleasant for you. Change would be easier if you could have more control. However, if
you are paying for these changes, you have the power! This doesn't mean you could
be bossy, but it does mean you could become more influential with the price, color,
style, etc. If you do not care about any of these, the changes will probably stay.
Progressive people and idealistic groups or concepts play an important role in your
life. This may be a special day when you have been looking forward to a trip to a
museum, art show or the opening night of a play where a family member is perform-
ing. You enjoy a bit of culture from time to time and this experience is special.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1645

ACROSS
1. A substance that is used as a medicine or nar-

cotic v 1.
5. Sometimes placed in family Hyacinthaceae.
12. Preserve of crushed fruit.
15. A German man.
16. Of or pertaining to adnexa.
17. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by

behavioral and learning disorders.
18. The largest continent with 60% of the earth's

population.
19. Chronic inflammatory disease of the skin char-

acterized by blister capped papules and
intense itching.

20. A rotating disk shaped to convert circular into
linear motion.

21. Winnipeg is the capital and largest city of
Manitoba.

23. 16 ounces.
25. Climbing salamanders.
26. (usually in the plural) Pants for casual wear.
28. Tasting sour like a lemon.
29. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in

Turkey).
32. A populous province in northeastern China.
35. Electronic warfare undertaken to prevent or

reduce an enemy's effective use of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum.

37. Remote and separate physically or socially.
39. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from

aba cloth.
40. Not divisible by two.
42. Bubble shells.
45. (British) Diesel oil used in cars and lorries with

diesel engines (from d(iesel) e(ngine) r(oad)
v(ehicle)).

47. Goddess of the dead and queen of the under-
world.

48. The sign language used in the United States.
49. State in northeastern India.
51. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
53. Free from duties or responsibilities.
56. Genus of beetles whose grubs feed mainly on

roots of plants.
58. Slices of bread that have been toasted.
60. An informal term for a father.
61. A dark gray mineral with a metallic luster that

is a source of tin.
68. Remove with or as if with a ladle.
69. An anticholinergic drug (trade name Daricon)

used in treating peptic ulcers.
72. An undergarment worn by women to support

their breasts.
73. By bad luck.
74. A soft cotton or worsted fabric with an open

mesh.
75. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation equal to

100 ergs per gram of irradiated material.
76. A large number or amount.
77. Show a response or a reaction to something.
78. A Turkish unit of weight equal to about 2.75

pounds.

DOWN
1. An Indian tree of the family Combretaceae that

is a source of timber and gum.
2. Any of a class of solid or semisolid viscous sub-

stances obtained either as exudations from

certain plants or prepared by polymerization
of simple molecules.

3. Liquid excretory product.
4. Plutonic igneous rock having visibly crystalline

texture.
5. A clerk who marks data on a chart.
6. With energy unrestored.
7. Offering safety.
8. An emotional response that has been acquired

by conditioning.
9. Small depression under the shoulder joint

where the arm joins the shoulder.
10. A motley assortment of things.
11. The United Nations agency concerned with

the interests of labor.
12. Plaything consisting of small 6-pointed metal

pieces that are used (along with a ball) to
play the game of jacks.

13. The sixth month of the civil year.
14. Designer drug designed to have the effects of

amphetamines (it floods the brain with sero-
tonin) but to avoid the drug laws.

22. A state in the Rocky Mountains.
24. Similar to the giraffe but smaller with much

shorter neck and stripe on the legs.
27. Green algae common in freshwater lakes of

limestone districts.
30. The largest Latin American country and the

largest Portuguese speaking country in the
world.

31. United States minimalist painter (born in
1936).

33. Excessively fat.
34. A member of a monotheistic sect of

Zoroastrian origin.
36. A member of the Siouan people formerly liv-

ing in the Missouri river valley in NE
Nebraska.

38. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.
41. A Mid-Atlantic state.
43. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a

skewer usually with vegetables.
44. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually in favor

of a person or cause).
46. Unusual largeness in size or extent.
50. An elementary particle with a negative charge

and a half-life of 2 microsecond.
52. A woman hired to suckle a child of someone

else.
54. Someone who takes spoils or plunder (as in

war).
55. Everything you own.
57. Used of mouth or eyes.
59. (medicine) A grossly malformed and usually

nonviable fetus.
62. The basic unit of money in Western Samoa.
63. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
64. A city in western Germany on the Rhine River.
65. A Spanish river.
66. Any of various strong liquors distilled from the

fermented sap of toddy palms or from fer-
mented molasses.

67. An informal term for a father.
70. (folklore) Fairies that are somewhat mischie-

vous.
71. A federation of North American industrial

unions that merged with the American
Federation of Labor in 1955.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Bollywood bad boy Salman Khan's latest movie opened
in Indian cinemas Friday but film analysts are skeptical it
will have the same box office success as his previous Eid

blockbusters. It is something of a tradition in the Hindi film
industry for Khan to star in the big release of the Eid holiday to
mark the end of Ramadan, which this year is expected to fall
tomorrow. Last year's "Sultan" broke opening weekend
records and currently sits fifth in the all-time list of highest-
grossing Hindi language films worldwide, two places behind
his 2015 Eid release "Bajrangi Bhaijaan".

However this year's "Tubelight", a drama set during the
1962 India-China war, is unlikely to do quite as well, according
to movie critic and Bollywood trade analyst Taran Adarsh.
"#Tubelight rests on a thin plot... Screenplay lacks the power
to enthrall and mesmerize...  Emotions plenty, but few
moments standout..." he wrote on Twitter. Adarsh added that
it would still have an "awesome" weekend at the box office
due to Monday's holiday and Khan's star power, but doubted
it would eventually make three billion rupees internationally,
the benchmark for a major hit.

"Tubelight", an adaptation of 2015 American movie "Little

Boy", is Khan's fourth straight Eid release and his seventh since
2010. "For the audiences, Salman Khan is synonymous with
Eid and for distributors Eid is synonymous with Salman Khan,"
trade analyst Akshaye Rathi said. Khan-never far from contro-
versy-enjoys a cult-like status in star-obsessed India, particu-
larly among young men who regularly stand outside his
house in Mumbai hoping to catch a glimpse of the superstar. 

The 51-year-old body-building actor has successfully shak-
en off numerous scandals during his career to become one of
Bollywood's most bankable stars. He sparked uproar shortly
before Sultan hit screens by saying his heavy training sched-
ule for the film, in which he played an ageing wrestler, left him
feeling "like a raped woman". The movie made around 5.8 bil-
lion rupees globally. In 2015 Khan was cleared of killing a
homeless man in a hit-and-run more than a decade earlier.
That decision is now being challenged in the Supreme Court.
Indian authorities are also challenging a court's decision to
acquit him over the illegal use of firearms to kill endangered
antelopes in 1998. — AFP 

Bollywood star Salman Khan's
latest Eid release hits screens

Indian Bollywood actor Salman Khan poses for a picture
during the announcement of his association with PVR
Cinema and Being Human Foundation to support their
humanitarian initiatives, in Mumbai. — AFP

Take away a vampire's teeth and he's just a
Goth that can't handle garlic. Wait for some
decent cloud cover and your average werewolf

is about as scary as Lassie. But there is one enduring
horror trope that can have grown men and women
gnawing at their fingernails when things go bump
in the night: The creepy, haunted child's toy. From
malevolent teddy bears and possessed clowns to
murderous porcelain dolls rocking menacingly in
their chairs, these evil characters have become a
multi-million dollar staple adored by fans and studio
executives alike.

The killer toy resonates so profoundly because of
the cognitive dissonance involved in the idea of a
child's cuddly toy going rogue, according to film
experts. "There's something very primal about
absurdist fears, which is something I posit that most
of us never completely grow out of," Shawn Robbins,
chief analyst at film industry number cruncher
Boxoffice.com, said.

"In a twisted way, that just makes it more fun for
adults when it comes to these types of movies."
"Annabelle: Creation," which has blown away critics
and earned a 100 percent rating on reviews website
Rotten Tomatoes ahead of its summer release, is the
latest example of a genre spanning more than 100
movies.

Origin story 
But killer toys have been scaring the bejesus out

of theatergoers since Lionel Barrymore played a
cross-dressing fugitive selling life-like doll that were
actually shrunken humans in "The Devil-Doll" in
1936. "Child's Play" (1988) introduced perhaps the
most famous evil doll of them all, Chucky-a crude,
hard-drinking misogynist who went on to appear in
four theatrical sequels and two straight-to-DVD
movies.

After a fallow period, Australian filmmaker James
Wan resurrected the creepy toy trope to huge suc-
cess with Billy, the Jigsaw Killer's puppet in "Saw"
(2004) and its sequels, as well as in "Dead Silence"
(2007). His most significant contribution, however,
has been Annabelle, a haunted porcelain doll first
seen in "The Conjuring" (2013).

Based on a real, supposedly haunted "Raggedy
Ann" doll that can be visited in a museum in
Connecticut, Annabelle-an altogether darker
prospect than Chucky-is regarded by many as the
creepiest doll in cinema history. "Annabelle," a com-
mercially successful but critically unadmired spin-
off, came out in 2014. Wan is the producer on the
much more impressive origin story "Annabelle:
Creation," due out on August 11.

Boxoffice.com says the movie's impressive latest
trailer has increased optimism for a healthy $25-30
million domestic opening weekend. "It looks like a
film that could help out what's initially been
thought of as a very mixed August slate of releases,"
Robbins said.

Extra creepy
Filmed over the summer of 2016 at the Warner

Bros. lot in Burbank, the deliciously bloodcurdling
prequel focuses on a dollmaker and his wife, whose
daughter died 20 years earlier. Murder and mayhem
ensue as they decide to open their home to several
girls from a shuttered orphanage, only to reawaken
the doll maker's possessed creation. "Annabelle just
has such a rich history," 36-year-old Swedish director
David Sandberg told reporters at a preview screen-
ing at the Los Angeles Film Festival this week. 

"She's based on a real doll, and James did such a
good job setting her up in 'The Conjuring' that peo-
ple just associate her with evil." Emmy and Golden
Globe-winning Australian actor Anthony LaPaglia,
who plays the dollmaker, said he chose not to get to
know the movie's talented young female cast-led by
Lulu Wilson, 11, and 15-year-old co-star Talitha
Bateman-so that he "could be extra creepy" on set.
"I always like implied violence as opposed to seeing
a sword go through someone's head, and this has a
lot of implied violence that is way scarier," he told
reporters on the red carpet. "For me the best part
was going to work and just scaring these kids every
day." — AFP 

The creepy toys making a killing at the box office

Freshman series

'Downward Dog'

canceled by ABC

ABC's freshman sitcom "Downward Dog" has been
canceled by ABC, the show's executive producer
said. The last two of the show's eight episodes

will air Tuesday, executive producer Jimmy Miller said
Friday. ABC "loved it creatively and wanted to do more,
but could not figure out a way to get it done financial-
ly," Miller said in a statement. The network didn't imme-
diately respond to a request for comment. Miller
thanked critics and viewers who have expressed their
support for the comedy, and said he hoped it would
land on its feet elsewhere. 

"Clearly this show has hit a nerve, and we are hell
bent on finding a new home for our 'Downward Dog,'"
he said. The series stars Allison Tolman as the owner of
Martin the dog, who talks directly to viewers about his
feelings. The series centers on his sometimes conflicted
feelings about his owner, loneliness and hatred of a
neighborhood cat. Series co-creator Samm Hodges is
the voice of Martin. Tolman was nominated for an
Emmy Award in 2015 for her role on the FX series
"Fargo." — AP

Johnny Depp apologized Friday for jok-
ing about US President Donald Trump
being assassinated, as his remarks to a

music festival audience triggered an angry
backlash. The "Pirates of the Caribbean"
star made the off-color comments late
Thursday at the Glastonbury Festival in
southwest England, telling the crowd it
had "been a while" since an actor had
assassinated a president. The remarks drew
a stern response from the White House, as
Depp said he had intended no malice.

"President Trump has condemned vio-
lence in all forms and it's sad that others
like Johnny Depp have not followed his
lead," said Trump's spokeswoman Sarah
Huckabee Sanders. "I hope that some of
Mr. Depp's colleagues will speak out
against this type of rhetoric as strongly as
they would if his comments were directed
to a Democrat elected official." In a state-
ment to celebrity magazine People, the 54-
year-old expressed regret that that his
words "did not come out as intended,"
adding that he had intended no malice
and "was only trying to amuse, not to harm
anyone."

"I apologize for the bad joke I attempt-
ed last night in poor taste about President
Trump," he said. The A-Lister had turned up
at a drive-in cinema at Glastonbury, intro-
ducing his 2004 film "The Libertine" and
answering questions from the 1,500-strong
audience. "I think he needs help and there
are a lot of wonderful dark, dark places he
could go," Depp said when asked about
Trump. "When was the last time an actor
assassinated a president? I want to qualify, I
am not an actor. I lie for a living.

"However, it has been a while and
maybe it is time," Depp added. In 1865,
Civil War president Abraham Lincoln was
shot dead in a Washington theatre by actor
John Wilkes Booth. "This is going to be in
the press, and it will be horrible," the actor
acknowledged to the Glastonbury crowd,
telling them he was glad they were "all a
part of it."

Lack of outrage
Depp is the latest of a string of enter-

tainment industry figures to make contro-
versial statements about Trump.  Singer
Madonna was reportedly the subject of a
Secret Service investigation after saying
she wanted to "blow up the White House".
Comedian Kathy Griffin lost her New Year
presenting job at CNN after posing for a
picture while holding a mask styled to look
like Trump's bloody severed head.

A production of Shakespeare's "Julius
Caesar" in New York's Central Park was
recently interrupted by right-wing protest-
ers outraged that it appeared to depict
Trump, as Caesar, being knifed to death.
Demonstrators shouted that the play had
the "blood of Steve Scalise on its hands,"
referring to the recent shooting of the
Republican congressman, although its
defenders highlighted that a 2012 produc-
tion featuring Barack Obama as Caesar
attracted little controversy.

White House press secretary Sean
Spicer, in a media briefing Friday, described
both the play and Depp's comments as
"troubling." "It is troubling the lack of out-
rage that we have seen in some of those
instances where people have said what
they said with respect to the president," he
said. "The president had made it clear that
we should denounce violence in all of its
forms."

Depp, who has drawn headlines recent-
ly for all the wrong reasons, was revealed in
January to have spent so lavishly that he
reached the brink of financial ruin. Over
the best part of two decades, the actor has
been spending $2 million a month, accord-
ing to a lawsuit from the Beverly Hills-
based The Management Group, which is
suing the star in Los Angeles for an unpaid
loan. Depp and actress Amber Heard, 31,
reached an out-of-court settlement in
August last year to end their 18-month
marriage, agreeing that he would pay her
$7 million. — AFP

The giant genetically modified pig of Bong Joon Ho's "Okja"
is 8-feet tall, 13-feet long and would, if real, weigh six tons. It
looks most like a hippo, but it has big floppy dog ears and

moves a little like an elephant. It's a hybrid creature for a hybrid
movie. Like the South Korean director's previous films
("Snowpiercer," "The Host"), "Okja" is a mishmash of genres: magi-
cal fantasy and grotesque political satire. It's a cross between
Spielberg and slaughterhouse.

Since its debut at the Cannes Film Festival, "Okja" has been
thrust into debates over Netflix's impact on traditional movie
going. Most large movie theater chains in North America and
Bong's native South Korea have refused to screen a film that will
simultaneously hit Netflix's streaming service. But on screens
large or small, the animal named Okja is a wonder to behold. She
snorts and slobbers, does running belly-flops into lakes and
shoots poop like a low-caliber machine gun. 

Up until now, Netflix original films have been largely lower
budget affairs or documentaries. The giant pig of "Okja" is
Netflix's first special-effect marvel. The largely English-language,
international film, made for $50 million, boasts a cast of Tilda
Swinton, Jake Gyllenhaal and Paul Dano. But the heart of it is a
young Korean girl named Mija (An Seo Hyun) and her loyal pig
companion. After ten years raising Okja, the corporation that cre-
ated these "super pigs" wants them back. Here's how she was
created:

Initial inspiration
While in Seoul in 2011, Bong's eye caught an animal on the

street with a melancholy look. The image stuck with him. "The
very beginning was from the image of the animal," says Bong.
"The face of the animal looked quite sad in my imagination. Sad
and shy and a little bit in pain. So I was thinking of why? What's
the reason she has such a sad face? What's the origin and destiny
of that animal? Naturally, those industry things come in."

Bong began sketching the animal that would become Okja.

When he first mentioned the film to Swinton (they were driving
to the airport after the Seoul premiere of "Snowpiercer") he
merely showed her a pencil drawing of the animal.

New and old collaborators
To flesh out his own sketches, Bong turned to Jang Hee-chul,

the conceptual artist who designed the monster of the director's
2007 thriller "The Host." Bong calls Jang, whose monster for "The
Host" looked like a bottom-feeding fish but with legs, "a young
genius." He's no less effusive about visual effects supervisor Erik-
Jan De Boer, the Oscar-winning animator who crafted the tiger
Richard Parker in Ang Lee's "Life of Pi."

"He's crazy about animals," says Bong. "He goes into the
butcher shop and he studies the cuts and the crevices of animal

parts. Others usually just look at the outer exterior, but Erik con-
ceived Okja with not just the skin but the arteries, the blood,
the fat and the bone structure." They first met in late 2014. Bong
showed him the concept work but didn't yet have a script
ready. "That was a pretty interesting meeting, being shown that
crazy design and having no idea where the story was going to
go," says De Boer.

Beagle brainstorming
De Boer quickly began riffling through YouTube videos to

study different animal behaviors, but some of his research was
more hands on. Swinton's springer spaniel Rosie (one of her four)
was an inspiration. A beagle also largely informed Okja's ears and
hang-dog look. "For ears, we looked at canines and elephants.

For the skin, we looked at hippos and manatees and also ele-
phants a little bit. For behavior and some of the intelligence and
connection with the owner, we looked again at canines and
Labradors and beagles, especially," said De Boer. "It's a hybrid of
references we used to make this hybrid of an animal."

Bong was particularly fond of a YouTube video about a hip-
po named Jessica living in a house. They also photographed
hippos to get a more sinewy skin. Pigs, ironically, were less of
an influence because of Okja's size. "There's a lot of people
nowadays who think they're buying one of those little mini-
piglets and they end up with a huge animal walking around
their house," said De Boer. "There's a ton of online footage
where you see a lot of interesting interactions and behavioral
stuff. We definitely keyed off of that."

Shooting Okja
As much as computer generated effects have advanced in

recent years, placing a CGI character amid live-action scenes is
still arduous and expensive to do. It changes a film's entire pro-
duction pipeline and affects every lighting decision. "We didn't
have one of those shots, we had hundreds of those," said De Boer.
"Almost in every shot, we had somebody putting their hands on
Okja. In some cases we had six people touching Okja and we had
to legitimatize all of it." But the seamlessness and tactile feel of
Okja is also what sets it above many others. 

During filming, they used a foam puppet rig to stand in for
Okja - sometimes the whole animal, sometimes just part of it. It
was controlled by VFX animation director Stephen Clee, who typ-
ically puppeteer the head, himself. Clee stayed connected by
radio with De Boer. It all made for a fairly outlandish looking
shoot, from National Parks in Korea to Wall Street in New York.
"We were running around with these foam pieces and everyone's
looking at you wondering what the hell is going on," said De
Boer. "It was spectacular filmmaking." — AP

Johnny Depp apologizes for 

Trump assassination joke

For Okja, growing a GMO pig from page to screen

This image released by Netflix shows Seo-Hyun Ahn as Mija and the character Okja in a scene from ‘Okja.’ — AP

US actor Johnny Depp waves to Japanese
fans during a promotional event for the
film ‘Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men
Tell No Tales’ in Tokyo. — AFP

This file photo shows moderator/writer David Leslie Johnson, director David F. Sandberg, actors Miranda Otto, Anthony La Paglia, Stephanie Sigman;
Talitha Bateman and Lulu WIlson attending the premiere of Warner Bros. Pictures’ Annabelle: Creation during the 2017 Los Angeles Film Festival at The
Theatre at Ace Hotel in Los Angeles, California. — AFP
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Actress Mira Sorvino
urges support for 
trafficking victims

Oscar-winning actress Mira Sorvino urged all nations
and the business community on Friday to ramp up
financial support for victims of human trafficking, say-

ing the services such funds provide "mean the difference
between life and death." Sorvino, who has been a UN goodwill
ambassador for the global fight against human trafficking,
told a UN meeting that "government and private sector fund-
ing is sorely lacking in providing the life-rebuilding shelter,
services and legal help survivors desperately need."

The session was part of the preparatory process for a high-
level UN meeting in September to review the Global Plan of
Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons. Sorvino said world
leaders need "to craft a better, more victim-centered
response" that puts survivors at the negotiating table where
the global plan is readjusted. Survivors know "exactly what
policies are needed ... as well as how to attack underlying
causes," she said.

More than 15 years after the protocol to prevent and pun-
ish human trafficking was opened for signatures by a UN
General Assembly resolution, Sorvino said, "I do believe we
stand ready to ramp up our response to effectively combat
and ultimately stamp out human trafficking." "But we must
fully commit our political will  and resources," she
said.Sorvino's Oscar-winning role as a prostitute with a golden
heart in Woody Allen's "Mighty Aphrodite" might have cast
the world's oldest profession in comic light. 

But she has become a crusader against the sex trade and
modern-day slavery. "Often the treatment of survivors inad-
vertently re-victimizes them, keeping them in an atmosphere
of incarceration and re-traumatizes them as they must re-live
their experiences ... multiple times," she said. Adequate fund-
ing to groups that help trafficking victims means the differ-
ence between "slavery or the redemption of a free, productive
life," Sorvino stressed. — AP

In the jagged grooves and quivering violins of the
Jon Spencer Blues Explosion song "Bellbottoms," a
young Edgar Wright heard a movie. When Wright

first started fanatically listening to the lead track off
the band's "Orange" album in 1995, the British writer-
director had a vision that has culminated, more than
two decades later, with his new film, "Baby Driver."

"The idea for this movie is as old as 'Orange'"
Wright said in an interview. "I was either 20 or 21 and I
had just moved to London. I was working on my first
movie I ever made. I was completely broke. I think I
had a cassette of 'Orange' that I had copied off of
someone else, maybe my brother. I  listened to
'Bellbottoms' all the time. I just started to visualize this
car chase. I'd think, 'This would be the perfect car
chase song in a movie, but what's the movie?'"

"Baby Driver," it turned out, was the movie, but it
took years for Wright ("Shaun of the Dead," "Hot Fuzz")
to find the story that matched his initial inspiration.
Eventually he hit on his protagonist: an uncommonly
young, fresh-faced getaway driver (Ansel Elgort) who
obsessively syncs his life and his car chases to the
music of his iPod. The movie wouldn't just tie together
song and cinema; it would be about the fusion of
music and action.

While not exactly a musical, "Baby Driver" (which
opens Wednesday) was built on top of its soundtrack,
starting with "Bellbottoms." Martha and the Vandellas'
"Nowhere to Run" plays during a tight squeeze. A hair-
raising escape is set to the Damned's "Neat, Neat,
Neat." Things happen on the beat. Wright had to
secure his soundtrack's rights before shooting; many
of the songs, like the Blues Explosion one, were
cleared years ago. Actors received their scripts with a

thumb drive of music attached.
"It's something about trying to assign order to life

by sound tracking your every move," said Wright. "It's
that thing when everything breaks right and it's the
right song and the right moment. It's something that a
lot of people do on a sort of everyday level, but what if
you put it together with an extremely high pressured
job, like being a getaway driver for a very dangerous
gang?" So it's fitting that the movie was essentially
born from a single song. It's the start of the film, too:
"Bellbottoms" kicks off the high-octane opera that is
"Baby Driver." 

"I definitely get a kick out of it," said Jon Spencer.
"Edgar is sort of a very Blues Explosion kind of director
- sort of post-modern, post-genre, everything is kind
of amped up. Who better to use a Blues Explosion
song and that particular Blues Explosion song?" It's an
especially high-profile role in one of the summer's
best-reviewed releases - not to mention one of the
season's few refreshingly original tales - for a band that
has for decades proudly lived in the underground.
Spencer, who also wrote a song for "Hot Fuzz," even
makes a cameo late in the film.

The New York blues- and irony-infused post-punk
trio of Spencer, Judah Bauer and Russell Simins were a
garage-rock forerunner to the White Stripes and oth-
ers, whose most popular days were in the '90s. They've
long drawn the interest of other artists; Beck, Moby
and GZA have all remixed them. Mike Mills, the "20th
Century Women" director, designed some of their cov-
er art and directed a music video. David Michod's
recent satire, "War Machine," used one of their songs.
For "Baby Driver," Danger Mouse, Big Boi and Run the
Jewels made their version of "Bellbottoms."

"We didn't have any hits, but if we were to have
had a hit, this was our hit," said Spencer. "It's our most
Blues Explosion song and it's from our most popular
album. We were a working band. We weren't on a
late-night show until like two or three years ago."
Wright's idea underwent many iterations. He tested a
version of it in a 2002 music video for the Mint
Royale's "Blue Song." "I thought: What a waste. I just
burned off a great idea on this music video," said
Wright. "Ironically, years later, it became a way of
post-dating the idea."

But Wright decided to keep at it. He estimates he
wrote the script around 2010, when he started talking
to ex-convicts for research, peppering them with
questions about what, if anything, they listened to
during heists. One mentioned that he was supersti-
tious enough that if a truly awful song came on the
radio, the gig was off. The offensive song to him was
Guns 'N Roses' "Knockin' on Heaven's Door" cover, but
the "hex song" in "Baby Driver" comes from a tune
Jamie Foxx actually detests: the Eagles' "Hotel
California."

At a 2010 event at the Los Angeles Film Festival,
moderator J.J. Abrams showed the Mint Royale video.
While it played, he leaned over to Wright and said,
"This would make a great movie." Wright replied: "I'm
way ahead of you." "The World's End," Wright's 2013
apocalyptic reunion movie, got pushed ahead of
"Baby Driver." Then came years writing and develop-
ing Marvel's "Ant-Man." Shortly before production was
to begin, he and the studio parted ways over creative
differences, a painful end to a big-budget passion
project of Wright's.

Wright acknowledges it was "a heartbreaking

experience" but there was a quick U-turn. "Maybe the
day after I left the other movie, literally one of the first
emails I got from (production company) Working Title
just said 'Baby Driver next?'" recalled Wright. "That's
all it said." So "Baby Driver" was in that way a home-
coming for Wright: a return to a movie he could con-
trol and to a song that's been in his head most of his
adult life. "The lightbulb moment was listening to that
song," said Wright. "The fact that 22 years later it exists
in the film and 'Bellbottoms' is the first track, it's
dream stuff for me." — AP

The song that begat 'Baby Driver,' a quasi-musical on wheels

This image released by
Sony-TriStar Pictures

shows Ansel Elgort as
Baby in a scene from

‘Baby Driver.’ — AP

Lionel Richie:

Tour with Mariah

will be camp city

Lionel Richie is welcoming full diva behavior from Mariah
Carey when she joins his "All the Hits " tour next month.
Richie jokes that he expects Carey to bring along a mas-

sive entourage and might need a "dressing room larger than
the arena," but that's no problem. "I wanted her to feel in her
element," Richie says. "And a diva has to do what a diva has to
do." The Grammy- and Oscar-winning singer-songwriter says
he invited Carey on tour because of her discography of hits
and campy vibe.

"It's going to be camp city," Richie says. "And I told her,
'Bring all the camp with you.'" Richie and Carey's 22-show tour
launches July 21 in Oakland. Richie postponed the tour's start
in February so he could fully recover from a knee procedure
and says he now feels great. The 68-year-old father of three -
who says he's writing a book called 'How to Survive Your
Children' - is accustomed to dramatics."

"He says his daughter Nicole started her acting career as a
teenager at home anytime she denied wrongdoing. Now she's
earning praise for her comedic turn in the NBC sitcom "Great
News." "She has the command of what she wants to portray,"
Richie says of his eldest child. "If it's dramatic, boy can she be
dramatic. And just funny. That's a natural." NBC's "Great News"
returns for its second season in September. — AP

Darren Simpson, who at 21 became
Britain's youngest ever Young Chef of the
Year and has been a television chef and

food writer, has died in Australia, his family said
Friday. Northern Ireland-born Simpson worked
at multiple restaurants in London, Ireland and
Australia and appeared in Australian television's
"My Restaurant Rules," "'Live This," and "Ready
Steady Cook."

"My uncle Darren has passed away. He was
truly one of a kind! He was a funny immature,
caring guy, gonna miss you and your sick jokes!
Love you Uncle Darren," the chef's nephew Matt
Simpson posted on Facebook. Simpson died
near his home in Byron Bay north of Sydney on
Thursday afternoon, Seven Network television
reported. He had recently attempted rehabilita-
tion at a clinic for alcohol addiction before end-
ing up in a hospital, News Corp. websites report-
ed. The cause of death has not been confirmed.

Simpson grew up in Armoy and Hillsborough
outside Belfast, one of three children of publican
parents. A family friend who was a chef in
Bermuda inspired him to make cooking his
career, Fairfax Media reported. Australia's
LifeStyle Channel broadcast three series starring
Simpson of "The Best in Australia," based on the
BBC series "The Best," since 2007. The series pro-
ducer Marian Bartsch, of Mago Films, described
Simpson as "a bright spark full of all that life had
to offer and a razor sharp wit to match."

"Darren's quick wit and quirky Irish sense of

humor allowed him to shine on and off camera
and forged a lifelong friendship with all who
came in contact with him on the show,"
Bartsch said in an email. "He was such a lovely
man. Funny, thoughtful, larger-than-life and a
damn good chef. We will miss him and are
thinking of his family at this sad time," she
added. The LifeSytle channel's profile of
Simpson said he won the prestigious Young
Chef of the Year award, open to all British chefs
under the age of 25, within two years of land-
ing his first job as a chef.

From 1992 to 1999, Simpson worked in
restaurants including Michelin-starred Roscoff in
Ireland and Le Gavroche in London. He also
worked in top London restaurants Clarke's,
Bibendum, River Cafe and Sartoria. In 1999, he
was head-hunted to become the head chef of
Aqua Luna Bar and Restaurant in Sydney. In
2005, he opened the award-winning La Sala a
modern Italian restaurant. Simpson was award-
ed Chef of the Year by the Australian Hotels
Association in 2011. He had recently worked at
restaurants in Queensland state.

The Sydney Morning Herald newspaper's
chief restaurant Critic, Terry Durack, praised
Simpson's influence on the local food scene, say-
ing "he brought something new to Sydney." "He
brought that cocky Irish charm to everything he
did, but was actually a big old softie inside,"
Durack wrote. Simpson is survived by his wife
Julie and sons Angus, 14, and Hamish, 12. — AP

Oscar-winning filmmaker Ron Howard has been brought
in to complete the hotly-anticipated "Star Wars" Han
Solo spinoff after directing duo Phil Lord and Chris

Miller were sacked, Lucasfilm said Thursday. Lord and Miller,
the pair behind the acclaimed "The LEGO Movie" and "21
Jump Street," were dropped after clashing with the studio's
chief Kathleen Kennedy and writer Lawrence Kasdan, accord-
ing to reports in the Hollywood trade press.

"At Lucasfilm, we believe the highest goal of each film is to
delight, carrying forward the spirit of the saga that George
Lucas began 40 years ago," Kennedy said in a statement.
"With that in mind, we're thrilled to announce that Ron
Howard will step in to direct the untitled Han Solo film. We
have a wonderful script, an incredible cast and crew, and the
absolute commitment to make a great movie. Filming will
resume on July 10."

Lord and Miller, who were just weeks away from wrapping
principal photography at London's Pinewood Studios,
annoyed Kasdan-a "Star Wars" legend who co-wrote "The
Empire Strikes Back," "Return of the Jedi" and "The Force
Awakens"-by insisting on more humor and encouraging
improvisation, according to Variety magazine.

"Nothing happens in the Lucasfilm universe without major
consideration and bringing in Ron Howard to take over the
reins of the 'Han Solo Project' must've come after intense
deliberation," Paul Dergarabedian, a senior media analyst for
comScore, said. "Considering the incredibly high-profile
nature of the film and its importance to the 'Star Wars' brand
and legacy, this move-while causing a huge stir now-will be

vindicated once the marketing machine sets in motion and if
the first footage and resultant buzz for the film is strong."

Creative differences
Howard worked with Lucasfilm on "Willow" in 1988 but is

better known for hits such as "Parenthood," "Apollo 13," and "A
Beautiful Mind," a 2001 biopic about Nobel prize-winning
paranoid schizophrenic mathematician John Nash, which won
him a best director Oscar. But his reputation has suffered with
a number of turkeys, including "Inferno," "In the Heart of the
Sea," "Made in America" and "The Dilemma," and he will be
looking to get back on track with his first big box office hit
since "Angels and Demons" in 2009.

In a statement, Lord and Miller blamed "creative differ-
ences" for the split with Lucasfilm and said their "vision and
process weren't aligned with our partners on this project." The
untitled Han Solo film is slated for a May 25, 2018 release.
Alden Ehrenreich stars as galactic smuggler Solo, a role that
made Harrison Ford a superstar in the original 1977 movie and
its sequels.

The spin-off also stars Woody Harrelson, Thandie Newton,
Emilia Clarke and Donald Glover as Solo's pal Lando Calrissian.
It is set in the period before the original 1977 movie, which
was released as "Star Wars" but later retitled "Episode IV: A
New Hope." This is the second in a series of standalone films
that began with "Rogue One," released in December, which
earned $1 billion worldwide. — AFP 

'El Chapo' to sue 
Netflix over series
Mexican drug lord Joaquin "El Chapo"

Guzman plans to sue Netflix and
Univision for allegedly defaming him

with a TV series about his life, one of his lawyers
said Thursday. The series, "El Chapo"-which pre-
miered in April-presents Guzman as a "heartless
criminal," damaging his image just as he faces tri-
al in US federal court next year, said lawyer Jose
Refugio Rodriguez.

"Things are happening (in the series) that do
not correspond to reality, despite the fact that
there is no conviction confirming those events.
That represents a grave violation of (Guzman's)
right to be presumed innocent until proven
guilty," he told Mexican radio network Formula. It
is not the first time Guzman, who is accused of
running one of the world's biggest drug empires,
has threatened to sue over the series.

Last year, another of his lawyers threatened to
sue Netflix and Univision because the American
streaming giant and Spanish-language broad-
caster had not paid for the rights to his story. The
series, which stars Mexican actor Marco de la O,
went ahead anyway. Refugio said he had not yet
discussed the matter with Guzman because his
client is being kept "incommunicado" in a New
York jail.

The lawyer said he had not decided whether
to file the lawsuit in the United States or Mexico.
Guzman, 60, is being represented by two public
defenders in the US court, which has not author-
ized his Mexican legal team to defend him. "El
Chapo," the leader of the Sinaloa cartel, is being
held in solitary confinement after twice escaping
from prison in Mexico.

Ironically, it was Guzman's desire to see his life
story on screen that led to his recapture, accord-
ing to Mexican authorities. He was rearrested in
January 2016 after a high-profile manhunt that
ended with Hollywood star Sean Penn and US-
Mexican actress Kate Del Castillo inadvertently
leading the authorities to his hideout. Del Castillo
said the drug boss agreed to the meeting
because he wanted to discuss making a film
about his life. — AFP 

Celebrity chef Darren Simpson dies in Australia

In this undated photo released by Foxtel, Darren Simpson, right, poses with his co-hosts
and fellow chefs Anna Gare and Ben O’Donoghue for their cooking show ‘The Best in
Australia.’ — AP

In this photo, singer-songwriter Lionel Richie poses for a
portrait in Burbank, California, to promote his concert
tour. — AP

Ron Howard to take over 
Star Wars Han Solo spin-off

This file photo shows Director Ron Howard as he attends the world premiere of his movie ‘Inferno’ in Florence. — AFP
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The son of a welder from this city's slums had a dream few
Indians dared to dream - to dance with the New York City
Ballet. In a few months, that dream may be a little bit

closer as 15-year-old Amiruddin Shah begins four years of
training at the prestigious American Ballet Theatre's Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis School. "I never thought I would become a
ballet dancer," Shah said, though he knew from the age of 6
that he loved to move with music. "India is not on the ballet
map, and I want to take India to an even higher level."

Shah began studying ballet less than three years ago when
Israeli-American instructor Yehuda Maor was invited by the
Danceworx Academy to teach in India - a country with no spe-
cial ballet academies. Maor happened to catch Shah doing
cartwheels and backflips as part of the Danceworx jazz and
contemporary dance program for underprivileged students. "I
had no idea about ballet," Shah recalled. He had been dancing
freestyle whenever he got the chance - sometimes he was
invited to weddings to perform, sometimes he just goofed
around with friends.

Maor was impressed with how Shah moved and asked to
see the bottom of Shah's feet. He discovered the boy had per-
fect arches for ballet and urged him to train. Within 2 1/2 years,
Shah had nailed his pointe, pirouette and arabesque, "which is

unheard of," Maor said. "I knew I had found a diamond in a pile
of rocks," said the teacher, acknowledging that his pupil now
"needs to be challenged" by more teachers. Maor bought Shah
ballet shoes and dance clothes and helped him and another
young dancer, 21-year-old Manish Chauhan, win scholarships
in June to New York's Joffrey Ballet School. But they could not
secure US visas in time.

Shah and Chauhan were then offered scholarships at the
Oregon Ballet Theater starting in December. Shah attended for
three months, while Chauhan is still training in Portland. Now,
Shah is trying to raise funds for four years of travel and tuition
with the American Ballet Theatre in New York. They have
enough for his first year, beginning in August, but have set up
a website to accept donations for three more years in the US.
Shah said he is eager to stay in a dormitory and "be in a proper
ballet school."

"I am so excited, but slightly scared, too," said Shah, who
speaks basic English but used Hindi in an interview with The
Associated Press. "How would I interact with people? New York
is very crowded." One day, he hopes to be a principal dancer in
the New York Ballet. And eventually, he said, "I want to teach
other children who cannot afford to pay for dance." — AP

Teenage boy from Mumbai slum 
dances way to NY ballet school

In this photo, 15-year-old ballet dancer Amiruddin Shah, left, practices with Israeli-American instructor Yehuda Maor in
Mumbai, India. — AP

Picture a hospital: The bustle of harried
doctors and nurses, time dragging for
lonely patients, and the pervasive sad-

ness of a place for the sick and dying. And
suddenly, there's music-live, classical music,
the sounds of masters like Johannes Brahms
and Giuseppe Verdi-to make it all a bit more
bearable. These unannounced flash concerts
are staged by an organization called Music for
the Soul, and on this particular day at Alvarez
Hospital in Buenos Aires the artists are 70
musicians, a choir, two sopranos and a tenor.

They perform for free, and most of the time
with fellow musicians they meet for the first
time right then and there. The network was
created in Argentina five years ago and now
operates in 10 countries across three conti-
nents. It is made up of professionals from
prestigious orchestras who donate their time
and passion to share the soothing power of
music. The organization boasts more than
2,000 performers and has given some 300
concerts in a format that has inspired similar
programs in Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, Paraguay,
Peru, Ecuador, Italy, France and Israel.

Music in the soul    
The force behind it all was a young orches-

tra flutist named Eugenia Rubio, who died of
cancer at the age of 24. She asked colleagues
to play for her as doctors tried to keep her
comfortable in the final months of her life.
"Eugenia was my partner, and although this
idea was born of suffering, we realized that
music is a magic channel that allows people
to forget their pain, their loneliness, their inca-
pacity," said Jorge Bergero, founder of the
project and cellist for the orchestra of the

Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires. After Rubio
died, "we decided to carry on with 10 musi-
cians and today there are more than 2,000 of
us", he said. 

The organization's web page allows musi-
cians to volunteer and hospitals to request
concerts. The only pre-requisite is that the
musicians be professionals. "The musicians
come because they want to. They do not get
paid. No one is looking at their watch," said
Bergero. Concerts are held on Mondays, the
day that orchestras usually have off. The musi-
cal scores are sent via email, and the musi-
cians meet each other right before the show.
They rehearse right there on the spot. "I come
to sing out of selfishness because it helps my
spirit as well. It is my best therapy," said
Soledad de la Rosa, a soprano.

Silence is not healthy 
In the main lobby of the hospital in a lower

middle class neighborhood, applause and
shouts of "bravo!" ring out with the last notes
of Verdi's La Traviata. The idea is not to disturb
the routine of the hospital but that is a tough
task when the walls are reverberating with the
lively sounds of Brahms' Hungarian Dances.
Some find it irritating but most people are fas-
cinated. "I had never heard an orchestra," says
a lady named Liliana, filming what she can for
her sister, who is in a bed three floors up. The
staircases are prime places to watch the con-
cert in the lobby and they fill quickly, with
many of the spectators wearing medical garb.

"Music has a healing effect because it is
related to spirituality, and in patients who are
approaching the end of their lives it allows
them to reconnect with joy, happiness and

emotion. It is absolutely therapeutic", said Ana
Maria Soriano, director of palliative care in the
hospital's cancer ward. Out of nowhere, a
patient asks permission to sing and surprises
everybody. Claudia Llovet is a soprano who
came to the hospital for treatment and knows
all about how music helps fight sickness. "I
used to sing to my mother when she had
Alzheimer's. She did not recognize me any-
more, and this was the only way for her to
connect with me," said Llovet.

Concertino    
When the concert ends, eight musicians

and two singers head off through the hall-
ways of the hospital to hold smaller perform-
ances in patients' rooms. Doctors get flus-
tered when people with violins and double
basses barge in. But the hospital manage-
ment is OK with it all. "Play another, please,"
says a man named Daniel. He is 68 years old
and has been an invalid for two. "It is a joy for
the soul. Classical music is better than any
kind of medicine."

Further back in the room a young woman
leans down toward her sick grandmother and
together they make as if they were dancing to
the music of Verdi. "It touches me to see how
this affects the patients. For a short while,
they stop thinking about their illness and
focus on the music, which fills the heart with
happiness," said Laura Cordero, the director of
the hospital. Then, as if an invisible conductor
waved an imaginary baton, the intimate con-
cert ends and with a sigh a nurse says, "we are
a hospital again." — AFP 

In Argentina, music cures the soul

Shirley Zindler, of Sebastopol, Calif, lifts up the jowls of Martha, a Neapolitan mas-
tiff, during the World’s Ugliest Dog Contest at the Sonoma-Marin Fair in Petaluma,
California. — AP photos

Rascal, left, a Chinese Crest, held by Dane Andrew of Sunnyvale, California, meets
Chase, right, a Chinese Crested Harke, held by Storm Shayler, right, of Britain.

In this file photo, Peanut, a 2-year-old mutt is held by owner Holly Chandler after
winning the Worldís Ugliest Dog Contest at the Sonoma-Marin Fair in Petaluma,
California.

A man watches volunteer members of Musica Para el Alma (Music for the Soul) giving a flash mob concert in the main hall of the Alvarez Hospital in
Buenos Aires.

Volunteer members of Musica Para el Alma (Music for the Soul) perform for patients at the Alvarez Hospital in Buenos Aires.  — AFP photos

World's Ugliest Dog Contest

awards underdogs' inner beauty

Homely hounds and their
humans walked down a one-
of-a-k ind runway Fr iday

night at the annual World's Ugliest
Dog Contest, where dog lovers cel-
ebrate the imperfections of man's
best friend. Many of the contest-
ants are adopted. Monkey, a 6-year-
old Brussels Griffon, and Icky, an 8-
year- old unk nown breed,  were
both rescued from the homes of
hoarders. These dogs - some with
acne, others with tongues perma-
nently sticking out - are used to
getting called ugly. But for their
owners, it was love at first sight.

"He's my sexy boy," Vicky Adler,
of Davis, California, said of her 8-
year-old Chinese Crested named
Zoomer. At 16 years old, Moe, a
Brussels Griffon and pug, is this
year's most senior contestant. He
has lost his hearing and sight but
his sense of smell is strong and he

was enjoying all the smells the fair-
ground offered - including funnel
cakes and other fried goodies. The
pooches faced off in a red carpet
walk and "Faux Paw Fashion Show."
The contestants are judged on first
impressions, unusual attributes,
personality and audience reaction.

A blind Chihuahua-Chinese
Crested mix named Sweepee Rambo
bested 16 other ugly entries in last
year's competition and waddled
away with $1,500, a trophy and a
flight to New York with her owner for
media appearances. Besides the
main crown, the Spirit Award is pre-
sented to a dog and owner who
have overcome obstacles or provide
service to their community, organiz-
ers said. This is the 29th year the con-
test is being held at the Sonoma-
Marin Fair. — AP
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From Dolce & Gabbana to Michael Kors,
major brands are catering to lucrative Gulf
markets during the Muslim Holy Month of

Ramadan, which is earning its own slot on the
global fashion calendar. With Muslim spending
on clothing on the rise, mainstream labels are
courting the dirham, dinar and riyal in a region
home to some of the world's biggest buyers of
fashion. 

High-end and fast-fashion brands in the
United States, Europe and Asia have made an
aggressive push to break into the Gulf, where
demand for "modest wear" is skyrocketing,
fuelled in part by the rise of social media influ-
encers and Muslim lifestyle and beauty vloggers.
Holidays have long been high seasons for retail-
ers around the world and Ramadan, a month of
fasting from dawn to sunset aimed at reflection
and modesty, is no longer the exception.

The market for the abaya, a long, loose robe
worn over clothes, in particular peaks during the
holy month, according to Dubai-based designer
Aiisha Ramadan, as women strive to avoid outfit
repeats at all costs. But while attention to clien-
tele interested in modest wear has been a long
time coming, some say the move has brought
the good, the bad and the offensive to shelves
across the Gulf. 

Ramadan ready   
Muslim spending worldwide on clothing and

shoes is projected to reach $500 billion by 2019,
according to Tamara Hostal, the head of fashion
marketing at design school ESMOD Dubai.
Ramadan has turned into a de facto micro-sea-

son in the Middle East, with fashion brands
releasing capsule collections exclusive to the
region through May and June.

DKNY launched a Middle East-exclusive
Ramadan line in 2014, and other labels have
since jumped on the bandwagon: Dolce &
Gabbana, CH Carolina Herrera, Michael Kors,
Tommy Hilfiger, Zara, Mango, Uniqlo and Nike,
among others.

Dolce & Gabbana filmed a widely publicized
2016 campaign for their abaya robe and hijab
headscarf lines entirely in Dubai-where the need
to be "Ramadan ready" is turning into a commer-
cial,  cultural and complex phenomenon.
Instagram is flooded with #ootd (outfit of the
day) posts and the pages of Vogue Arabia filled
with how to curate a wardrobe of festive, and
generally modest, attire.

Respect our culture   
Most popular in Ramadan are evening dress-

es, particularly in bright colors, for the iftar meal
to break the fast. Like the long abaya robe, the
maxi dress also provides designers with a versa-
tile canvas for a diverse clientele. Aiisha
Ramadan, who has dressed American singers
Jennifer Lopez, Christina Aguilera and Zendaya,
is both a creator and wearer of abayas and maxis. 

"International brands are making a smart
move by moving into the home of the Arab
woman with kaftans and abayas," Ramadan said
at her atelier in the UAE emirate of Sharjah.
"There are so many options. You have the ready-
to-wear, which draws in clients looking for a
casual, everyday wardrobe. "Then you have the

haute couture abayas, which attract the client
looking to stand out," said Ramadan, herself
wearing a deep pink kaftan and a gold necklace
with Arabic calligraphy. "As long as it respects
our culture, it's a beautiful thing."

Eid collection 
The three-day Eid al-Fitr holiday marking the

end of Ramadan is an occasion to go all-out for
style-savvy, and image-conscious, Arab cus-
tomers, and some designers are releasing sepa-

rate lines for the occasion.  US-Venezuelan
designer Carolina Herrera in May unveiled a
Ramadan line exclusively for the Gulf, featuring
four styles of abayas with her trademark polka
dot and bow motifs. 

The house's ready-couture line is separately
releasing a Fall/Winter collection exclusive to the
region in preparation for Eid-likely to fall early
next week-with "long dresses in black, red lace
and mimosa yellow that can be buttoned up or
down for every woman". 

"This is a novel market. We are still collecting
feedback on our first collection, but generally the
client here won't pay for simple or what would
be seen as plain designs," said Dania Fakhry,
regional marketing manager for retailer CH
Carolina Herrera. "They appreciate design, even if
it's not for them. If they like it, they buy it". 

Drop the hem and voila   
But the trend has its critics among some

industry insiders who stand at the crossroads of
identity and international marketing. In gold and
silver Dior sunglasses on a warm Dubai evening,
one of the region's social media influencers-an
observant Muslim and self-professed "fashion
victim"-spoke out against "the commercializa-
tion without understanding" of her culture. "You
can't just slap a pair of sleeves on a collection
and drop the hem and voila, a collection for
Ramadan," she said dismissively, requesting
anonymity for professional reasons.

"Frankly, it's just offensive." But others hold
that cultural and religious traditions inevitably
spill beyond their origins. "The abaya started as a
tradition, as a form of modesty," said Aiisha
Ramadan. "Culturally, it's moved beyond religion,
and beyond plain black in terms of design," she
added. "I think it's just a matter of time before we
see women in the West incorporating abayas
into their wardrobes." — AFP 

Dubai based fashion designer Aiisha Ramadan is seen in her studio in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. — AFP photos

Ramadan earns prime spot on Gulf fashion calendar

Dilan Lurr and his sister Lezan often ask themselves
where would they be now if their parents had not
left Iraq when they were children. Would they be

fighting against Islamic State like their cousins back in
Kirkuk? What is almost certain they would not be showing
their first collection at Paris fashion week sandwiched in
Friday's schedule between storied brands such as Berluti
and Commes des Garcons. But the brother and sister who
were brought up in Sweden have far from forgotten the his-
torically Kurdish city they left behind at age nine and four. 

They started their Namacheko menswear label in 2015
"as a way of expressing our thoughts about our back-
ground," said 28-year-old Dilan. "We grew up in a very free
space in Sweden, where we could study and dream. Our
parents are religious but they have always been very liberal
with us." But imagine "how horrible is it if even in your
dreams you cannot be free," he said.

"You always think where would I be right now if we had
stayed in Kirkuk," he said of the city which was only saved
from falling into IS hands by the swift intervention of
Kurdish peshmerga fighters. More than mere fashion, the
Lurrs' first collection is a subtle meditation on their lives
between Sweden and Kirkuk, whose mixed population is
about to vote on whether it will join Iraq's increasingly
independent Kurdish autonomous region.

Cousin on frontline    
"We talk a lot with our cousins there and they think it is

mind-blowing how we live," said Dilan, who like his sister
studied engineering before coming to fashion through art.
"We travelled between Sweden, Belgium and Paris to work
on the collection and they cannot believe how we go from
one country to another as if we were just taking a bus."

Their cousin Heresh, who modeled for them in a video
Dilan shot in the flaming oilfields that surround Kirkuk, is
now fighting IS on the frontline. "We feel our great free-
dom when we speak with our cousins," Dilan said. "When
we went to the frontline we were amazed to see so many
older men from their 50s onwards with their bellies and
everything were fighting. But these guys do not run when
ISIS comes. They know the drill. Some of them have been
fighting since the 1970s.

"You imagine these super fit, highly-trained peshmergas
but in reality there are a lot of fathers and grandfathers
who are out there for three days and then home for a
week." Cleverly disguised peshmerga jackets-white rather
than regulation olive green-popped up in the Lurrs' Paris
show-itself a labor of love. "We begged and borrowed to
put this show on. No one has been paid," said Dilan after
the showing. 

Exposing the suffering inside
The Lurrs are at pains to point out that Namacheko's

cashmere and silk creations are more an expression of their
own personal journey as they "adapted to Sweden and it
adapted to us". Lezan told of how when she arrived in

Sweden she was sent to a church kindergarten rather than
a state one by her pious parents where "my favourite story-
book became the Bible". "I was the only Muslim there yet I
loved its stories. My parents were very happy about it and
even read it to me. They were very open and liberal with us,
within limits."

Despite their preoccupations with exile and belonging,
Dilan said there are few overtly Kurdish influences on
their clothes, although there are touches for those with
the eyes to see.  "I don't want the collection to be Middle
Eastern but we added small touches and references.
Some people see it, others don't." But the Kurdish experi-
ence is clearly there in the Lucio Fontana slashes in the
backs of some coats "exposing the suffering and melan-
choly inside", Dilan said. 

Nevertheless, the siblings refuse to be called refugees,
saying their parents chose to move to Sweden in 1997 for a
better life. The Kurds were then being ruthlessly persecut-
ed by the Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein. In fact, their
father, a goldsmith, had to bribe officials to remain in
Kirkuk as many other Kurds were forced out in the 1990s so
Saddam could tighten his grip on its oilfields. "We were not
running for our lives. But yes, it definitely wasn't a great
time to be Kurdish," Dilan said. — AFP 

Kurdish designers bring fight with IS to Paris catwalk

Fashion designers Dilan, left, and Lezan Lurr pose during
the Men's Fashion Week.Models present creations by Kurdish designers Namacheko during the Men’s Fashion Week for the Spring and Summer 2018 collection in Paris. — AFP photos
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In this picture a Pakistani Muslim aesthetician applies henna on the hands of a customer, ahead of the Muslim festival of Eid Al-Fitr, at a beauty parlor in Karachi. — AFP

W ith a slender sword in one hand and an antique
storybook in the other, Ahmad al-Lahham capti-
vates a packed Damascus coffeehouse with tales

of ancient kingdoms and brave conquerors. Every evening,
the 58-year-old heads to the cozy Nawfara cafe in the Old
City of Syria's war-torn capital to perform as a traditional
Arabic storyteller or "hakawati". He sheds his furniture mak-
er's outfit and dons a bright red Ottoman-style cap, or tar-
boosh, reading out handwritten stories from the curling,
yellowing pages of an old book. 

"This occupation is steadily going extinct. I am the only
hakawati left in the Old City," he says. "If I stop, there will be no
storytellers left."Lahham, who also goes by the stage name
"Abu Sami", settles into an ornately-carved wooden chair on a
raised platform overlooking the cafe, where young men sip
tea and smoke on bubbling water pipes. Clearing his throat,
he opens with a well-known tale of 13th-century ruler Baibars
before moving on to the heroic antics of Antarah Ibn
Shaddad, a pre-Islamic knight.

He says such tales of courage and conquest have become
much more popular, at the expense of traditional poems or
romantic stories, since Syria's war erupted in 2011. "We went
through a period where we wouldn't come out much, but the
owner of this coffee shop insisted that hakawatis continue to tell

stories-even if he and I were the only ones left," Lahham says.
"But today, as you can see, the situation is much better, and
dozens of people wait for me every night."

'We come to forget'    
The storytelling nights usually happen once a week but dur-

ing the Muslim Holy Month of Ramadan, which ends this week-
end, the show is daily. Listeners pack the cafe in the shadow of
the famed Ummayad mosque late in the evening after breaking
their fast. Many stay until the early hours of the morning to
enjoy some sustenance before the fast resumes at dawn.
Damascus residents have grown accustomed to regular rocket
and mortar fire from rebel-held districts on the edges of the cap-
ital, with occasional rounds even reaching the Old City.

But those fronts have calmed since a May deal that saw
opposition fighters withdraw from several neighborhoods,
along with a separate agreement on "de-escalation" zones-
including one in a rebel stronghold just outside the capital. Even
so, the war is never far away, and listeners at Nawfara say the
hakawati nights help them escape it, even if just for a few hours.
"We're living every little part of the crisis everywhere we go.
Every media outlet broadcasts tragedies. So we come to the cof-
fee shops to forget-the hakawati's tales help us do that," 49-year-
old Mohammad Duyub says.

A regular at Nawfara for over 20 years, he occupies a prime
seat in the corner of the cafe, a ribbon of smoke curling up from
his water pipe as he watches the storyteller. "His performance
takes us back to the past to escape the reality we're living," he
says. "The hakawati gives us space to breathe."

Preserving the tradition
Mohammad Jaafar, 57, closes his eyes and focuses on Abu

Sami's booming voice. "Since Ramadan started, I've made sure
to follow the story of Sultan Baibars because it's exciting and
beautiful. It reminds us of the powerful history that we're proud
of-compared to our current situation," he says. Nawfara's wood-
paneled walls and ceiling are decorated with Damascene
mosaics which, its owner says, date back to the 17th century.

One wall features rows of framed photographs of historical
figures who feature in Abu Sami's tales-as well as a simple por-
trait of an elderly man in a red tarboosh and white robe. The
Arabic caption reads: "Abdelhamid al-Hawari, the first hakawati
of Damascus, born 1885." But the art of public storytelling is on
the decline, says Wassim Abdalhay. The 32-year-old was once a
full-time hakawati but financial woes forced him to take a day
job at a local power station. 

During Ramadan, he performs each evening at a luxurious
downtown restaurant under the stage name Abu Shadi, sport-
ing loose black pants, a white cap and his own thick storybook.
"Before the crisis, there was a huge group of us who would travel
to Gulf countries and perform Damascene folklore. But because
of the situation, we weren't able to travel-so we focused on pre-
serving the tradition here," Abdalhay tells AFP. "We're currently
suffering a hakawati shortage. I could count those that are left in
the country on one hand." — AFP 

Syrians gather in a Damascus coffeehouse. Ahmad al-Lahham, a Syrian storyteller, reads from his storybook in a Damascus coffeehouse. — AFP photos

Gripping tales lure war-weary Syrians to Damascus cafe
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