
LAS VEGAS: Desert dwellers in the west-
ern US see temperatures topping 120
degrees (49 Celsius) as a reason to hun-
ker down indoors and turn up the air
conditioning.  But some tourists wel-
come it as a bucket-list opportunity to
experience Death Valley - famously the
hottest place in America. Many will get
their chance in the days ahead as a
vicious heatwave bakes parts of Arizona,
California and Nevada.

The mercury at Death Valley National
Park reached 124 degrees (51 Celsius)
on Sunday, and temperatures are
expected to keep climbing through mid-
week as a dry, high-pressure system
lingers over much of the Southwest.
Many places saw triple-digit tempera-
tures on Sunday, and the heatwave was
blamed for power outages in several
areas in California.  “There’s very few
places on Earth to go to experience
those temperatures, and Death Valley is
one of those,” said John Adair, a National
Weather Service meteorologist.

Business booms as temperatures soar
in July and August at Panamint Springs
Resort, near the entrance of Death Valley
National Park. “When it ’s 120 to 125
(degrees), there’s more customers than
there ever is,” said Mike Orozco, who
works at the resort that includes a
restaurant, gas station, camp sites and
cabins.  Orozco said locals jokingly refer
to the summer spike as “European sea-
son,” when a flood of tourists from
Germany, France, Sweden and other
places arrive in Death Valley to experi-
ence heat unheard of in Europe.

“Some people consider being out
there in those conditions a kind of suf-
fering. Other people can get a kind of
euphoria, or a reward, out of it,” said Ed
Carreon, a commercial photographer in
Los Angeles who regularly visits the
park and prefers the scorching summer
months.  “As a younger man, I would go
out there to test myself” by hiking peaks
in the Panamint Range under blazing
sun in triple-digit temperatures with
the barest of supplies, Carreon said.
Now 58, he recognizes those broiling
excursions as the folly of youth. He still
makes the treks but usually in the
morning before the day heats up “and
with the proper clothes, plenty of water
and sunscreen.”

Almost all of inland California was
predicted to simmer at above normal
temperatures. In Los Angeles County

the airports in neighboring Palmdale
and Lancaster each matched a record
high of 108 degrees (42 Celsius) set in
1985. In Las Vegas, organizers of the
three -day,  outdoor Electric Daisy
Carnival music festival encouraged
attendees to stay hydrated. 

Free water was available during the
nighttime event that has drawn more
than 130,000 people in past years.

Las Vegas temperatures topped at
110 degrees (43 Celsius) on Sunday and
could reach 117 degrees (47 Celsius)
when the heatwave peaks by midweek.

That would be the highest temperature
ever recorded at McCarran International
Airport since logging began in 1937.  The
National Weather Service in Phoenix said
the last time the temperature topped
120 was 1995, at 121 degrees. It could
happen again today. 

The record high is 122 degrees, set on
June 26, 1990. Teresa Flores in Phoenix
said she will make sure her two sons and
daughter stay hydrated.  “Water, water,
water, water,” Flores said. “So even when
they think they’re not thirsty, they’re
drinking water.” — AP 
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OSLO: Religious and indigenous leaders began
talks yesterday on ways to protect tropical rain-
forests, with host Norway warning that a global
plan to slow climate change will be doomed
without action ranging from the Congo basin to
the Amazon. Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu,
Buddhist and Daoist representatives met with
indigenous peoples in Oslo to explore moral and
ethical arguments to shield forests that are
under threat from logging and land clearance
for farms. 

Organizers said the Oslo Interfaith Rainforest
Initiative was the first to gather religious and
indigenous peoples to seek out common
ground to protect forests. They hope to organize
a summit in 2018. “We are losing the tapestry of
life and biodiversity that is in rainforests,”
Norwegian Climate and Environment Minister
Vidar Helgesen told a news conference on the

June 19-21 meeting. Forests are homes and a
source of income to millions of people. 

And rainforests are also a giant natural store
of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas
from burning fossil fuels. Trees release the gas
when they rot or are burnt to make way for
farms, such as for cattle or palm oil plantations.
“The Paris Agreement is doomed if deforestation
continues,” Helgesen said. Many countries have
reaffirmed support for the 2015 Paris pact to
phase out greenhouse gas emissions after US
President Donald Trump announced plans on
June 1 to pull out, saying he wants to promote
the US fossil fuel industry. 

Bishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo, head of
the Vatican’s Pontifical Academy of Sciences, said
trees were vital to the cycle of water and life on
Earth. “If we alter this we can arrive to have a
planet that has no life,” he told Reuters. “Trees

don’t have only ecological value for us, but also
cultural value for us. Every tree,” said Joseph
Itongwa of Democratic Republic of Congo, a rep-
resentative of indigenous peoples in Africa.

The net extent of the world’s forests shrank
by 33,000 square kilometers a year from 2010-
15, about the size of Belgium, the UN’s Food
and Agriculture Organization says. The rate is
still high though about half that of the 1990s.
Mary Evelyn Tucker, director of Yale
University’s forum on Religion and Ecology,
said religious groups such as the World
Council of Churches were seeking ever more
to restrict investments in areas that damage
the environment. Among other measures, for
instance, Indonesia’s highest Islamic council
last year issued a fatwa on burning land and
forests in an effort to protect forests and halt
toxic smog. —Reuters

CHENNAI: Police raided an illegal fertility
clinic in southern Indian at the weekend
and discovered 47 surrogate mothers -
who had been lured to rent their wombs
for money - living in “terrible conditions”,
they said. Following a tip-off, Telangana
state police raided the fertility clinic in
the city of Hyderabad on Saturday and
discovered the women, nearly all from
northeastern India.

“The women were all huddled in one
large room and had access to just one
bathroom,” investigating officer B. Limba
Reddy told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation yesterday. “They were mostly
migrants from northeastern states who
had been brought here through agents
and promised up to 400,000 rupees
(around $6,000).” An official from the clin-
ic, who declined to be named, said the
facility operated within the law and the

women were not confined against their
will. “They were staying here as part of an
agreement between the (adoptive) par-
ent and the surrogate,” he said.

India’s surrogacy industry has come
under attack from women’s rights groups
who say such clinics are “baby factories”
for the rich, and lack of regulation results
in poor and uneducated women signing
contracts they do not fully understand.
Activists say there has been a surge in
demand for surrogates after the Indian
government drafted a bill to outlaw com-
mercial surrogacy - a multi-billion dollar
industry. The bill is pending clearance in
the Indian parliament. Until the ban on
surrogacy passes, India continues to be
among a handful of countries where
women can be paid to carry another’s
child through in-vitro fertilization and
embryo transfer. —Reuters
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Tourists descend as temperatures climb in Death Valley

PHOENIX: A man runs through section of South Mountain Park at sunrise to avoid the excessive heat in Phoenix. A record heat wave is rolling into Arizona, Nevada
and California, threatening to bring 120-degree temperatures to Phoenix by early next week. — AP 


