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LE BOURGET, France: Boeing announced yesterday what it
claims will be the most efficient jet yet in the highly competi-
tive civil aviation market as it tries to claw back market share
from rival Airbus. "Today, it is our pleasure to officially
announce the newest member of our 737 family, the 737 MAX
10," Kevin McAllister, head of the company's commercial avia-
tion division, told journalists as the Paris Air Show got under
way. It quickly announced more than 100 orders worth some
$13.5 billion, although some were customers changing their
selection of models from previous orders. 

The MAX 10 will be the largest of the updated 737 series,
which competes head on with Airbus's A320neo family. With
the latest advances in engines and aerodynamics, they prom-
ise significant fuel savings to airlines, which have responded
with hundreds of orders for single-aisle airlines that are the
workhorses of their fleets.  Airbus, which moved first to
update its aircrafts used in most midrange flights, now has a
60 percent market share.

The 737 MAX 10, which can carry up to 230 passengers, is
the largest in the class, and Boeing said it would be five per-
cent cheaper to operate than the Airbus A321neo. As these
planes can carry more passengers, they have attracted inter-
est from low-cost airlines as well as carriers looking to exploit
their range that allows them to make flights across the
Atlantic. McAllister said the 737 MAX 10 will be "the most effi-
cient single-aisle airplane in the skies".

Boeing has a test version of the 737 MAX 9 on display at Le
Bourget airport north of Paris, which hosts the air show. For its
part, Airbus announced orders for over 100 planes in its
A320neo family, including at least a dozen of the latest
A321neo model, worth over $11.5 billion. While Airbus and
Boeing dominate the world's civil aviation industry, the duop-
oly is not without challengers: Competition is looming,
notably from Russia and China, which have been test-flying
their own mid-range models.

The air show comes a little too early for either Russia's
Irkut, with its MC-21, or China's Comac, with the much-flagged
C919, to be able to showcase their aircraft there, but both will
leave little doubt that they expect to win a big slice of the avi-
ation pie in the future. Airbus will also showcase its new long-
haul model A350-1000 and Boeing its 787-10 Dreamliner,
while Ukraine's Antonov will present its 132 D. Airbus will also
have on hand a new "plus" size version of its A380 as it tries to
revive interest among airlines in the superjumbo double-
decker aircraft. 

Changes to the cabin will allow airlines to add another
80 seats to the planes which carry around 500 passengers

on average without reducing comfort. Together with aero-
dynamic improvements, Airbus said the planes will be 13
percent cheaper to operate on a per seat basis from current
models. It is the first major update to the plane since it
entered service in 2007. Airbus, which has been talking
with airlines for years about improvements to the aircraft to
take advantage of the latest cost-saving technologies,
slowed down production of the aircraft last year as orders
dried up.

While new civilian aircraft orders will probably fall short
of the $130 billion the Paris show clocked up last time-
mostly thanks to airlines ordering the latest fuel-efficient
Boeing and Airbus aircraft-the industry is still optimistic
about sustained growth. Airbus said this month that it
expected the market for large passenger planes to more
than double in the next 20 years, driven by growth from

Asian markets. It predicts the need for 35,000 new planes
worth $5.3 trillion over the next two decades, an increase
from last year's estimates.

Supersonic roars 
French President Emmanuel Macron officially opened

the biennial Paris Air Show, arriving on an Airbus A400M
military transport plane. Military aircraft are also a key part
of the air show, and the spectacular displays of supersonic
combat planes are a key draw for the crowds. One star per-
former will be Lockheed Martin's F-35A next-generation
fighter jet, scheduled to make demonstration flights during
the air show. Some 200,000 member of the public are
expected to visit the air show, which runs to June 25. That is
in addition to the 150,000 industry professionals from 2,370
companies. — AFP 

Lockheed signs pact

with Tata to make 

F-16 planes in India

PARIS: Lockheed Martin signed an agreement with India's
Tata Advanced Systems yesterday to produce F-16 fighter
planes in India, pressing ahead with a plan to shift its Fort
Worth, Texas plant to win billions of dollars worth of order
from the Indian military. India's air force needs hundreds of
aircraft to replace its Soviet-era fleet, but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government has said foreign suppliers would
have to make the planes in India with a local partner to help
build a domestic industrial base and cut outright imports.

But Modi's Make-in-India drive runs the risk of conflicting
with US President Donald Trump's America First campaign
under which he has been pressing for companies to invest in
the United States and create jobs instead of setting up facto-
ries abroad. In announcing their agreement at the Paris
Airshow, Lockheed and Tata said moving the production base
to India would still retain jobs in the United States.

"F-16 production in India supports thousands of Lockheed
Martin and F-16 supplier jobs in the US, creates new manufac-
turing jobs in India, and positions Indian industry at the center
of the most extensive fighter aircraft supply ecosystem in the
world," a joint statement by the firms said. Sweden's Saab is
the other contender to supply the Indian Air Force, offering to
make its Gripen fighter in India. It has not yet announced a
local partner for the plane which it has pitched as a modern
alternative to the F-16s.

The announcement comes days before Modi travels to
Washington for a first meeting with Trump, scheduled for June
26. India and the United States have built a close defence rela-
tionship in recent years with Washington emerging as among
the top three arms suppliers to India, along with Russia and
Israel. India will also have the chance to export the F-16 that is
flown by air forces around the world, the joint statement said.
Some 3,200 of these planes are being flown by 26 countries
and the model that is being offered to India will be Block 70,
the most modern of all the F-16s.

"This unprecedented F-16 production partnership
between the world's largest defense contractor and India's
premier industrial house provides India the opportunity to
produce, operate and export F-16 Block 70 aircraft, the newest
and most advanced version of the world's most successful,
combat-proven multi-role fighter," the statement said. Tata is
already building airframe components for the C-130 military
transport aircraft. India has not opened formal bidding for the
jet order, which is expected to be anything from 100 planes to
250. — Reuters

Boeing announces latest 

plane at Paris Air Show
MAX 10: Most efficient jet in civil aviation market

LE BOURGET: An Airbus A380 with the mention A380 plus stands on the tarmac of Le Bourget.

LE BOURGET: A Dassault Aviation Rafale fighter jet per-
forms during a flight display yesterday at the International
Paris Air Show in Le Bourget outside Paris. 

LE BOURGET: French President Emmanuel Macron is seated in the cockpit of an Airbus A400M turboprop transport
plane before taking off from Villacoublay military airbase near Paris.

LE BOURGET: French President Emmanuel Macron, second right, poses with NASA administrator, Robert
M. Lightfoot, second left, Jean-Yves Le Gall, President of the Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales (CNES),
right, and French astronaut Thomas Pesquet. — AP/AFP photos

LE BOURGET: French President Emmanuel Macron, second right, French defense minister Sylvie Goulard, second left, Dassault Aviation
CEO Eric Trappier, right, and French Foreign Affairs minister Jean-Luc Le Drian watch demonstration flights as part of the Paris Air Show
in Le Bourget, north of Paris yesterday. 

LE BOURGET: A plane is moved on the tarmac of Le
Bourget.


