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BROOKLYN: Three times, Kyle Larson needed to
outrace the rest of the contenders on late
restarts. That’s a task he’s proven he can handle at
Michigan International Speedway. Larson took
control on a restart with five laps remaining and
held off Chase Elliott on Sunday 

for his second NASCAR Cup Series victory of
the season. The finish was similar to the race at
Michigan last August, when Larson took the lead
on a restart with nine laps left en route to his first
Cup win.

Larson won this year at Fontana and has five
second-place finishes. He also was second in the
All-Star race, which doesn’t count in the stand-
ings. “We’ve been so close to so many other wins,”
the 24-year-old Larson said. “This is our second
Cup win of the year, but we’ve had six second-
place finishes. All in all, it’s a good season so far
and we’ll continue to keep building on what
we’ve got.” It was the third Cup win of Larson’s
career and 14th by Chip Ganassi Racing. Elliott
was second in both Michigan races last year, and
again this time. He’s winless in 56 career Cup
races, but he’s fifth in points in 2017.

“We had a couple of opportunities to get the
lead, and unfortunately, it just didn’t work out,
but we’ll move on. Congratulations to Kyle,” the
21-year-old Elliott said. “He had a fast car today
and we’ll try to go get ‘em next week.”

Joey Logano finished third. He beat Elliott in
last June’s race at MIS. Then Elliott was leading

the August race comfortably before a yellow flag
gave Larson a boost. This time, there were three
cautions toward the end. The first was for debris,
and Larson beat Kyle Busch on the inside for the
lead on the restart with 15 laps to go. Then Clint
Bowyer went into the wall, bringing out another
caution flag. Larson was first off that restart too,
only to be slowed by another caution after a
multicar incident on the backstretch that includ-
ed Danica Patrick being knocked off the track
and into the wall. Finally, with five laps remain-
ing, the race restarted, and Larson took the lead
on the outside. 

He won by 0.993 seconds in his No. 42
Chevrolet. Martin Truex Jr. won the first two
stages of the race but finished sixth, ceding the
points lead to Larson. Truex has 10 stage victories
this year. Nobody else has more than four.

Truex and Larson were 1-2 in the points stand-
ings coming into the race, and Truex was second
to Larson in qualifying Friday . Their dominance
carried over to the race Sunday, at least at the
start. They were the only drivers to lead during
the first half of the 200-lap, 400-mile race.

Denny Hamlin, who won Saturday’s Xfinity
event, finished fourth Sunday, followed by Jamie
McMurray and Truex. Busch ended up seventh,
followed by Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. Jimmie Johnson, who started at the
back after going to his backup car, finished 10th.

Some other things to note from Sunday’s race:

HIS TYPE OF TRACK
Larson’s three Cup victories have all come at

2-mile tracks, although there are some differ-
ences between racing at MIS and Fontana.

“Michigan and Fontana are very, very similar
in shape and size, but the racing surface is way
different,” Larson said. “Fontana’s rough and
bumpy, and it’s wore-out surface - you have to
really, really take care of your tires and move
around, find different lanes that work. Here at
Michigan, your tires don’t wear out quite as bad,
not nearly as bad, and your line doesn’t move
around a ton, but it’s really fast, got a lot of grip.

“They’re both a lot of fun.”

FROM THE FRONT
This was the fifth time in the past eight

races at Michigan that the pole winner also
won the race. It has happened three times in
the Cup Series this year - Larson also did it at
Fontana,  and Stenhouse pulled it  off  at
Talladega last month.

Still, Larson didn’t feel he had the dominant
car Sunday.

“The 78 (Truex) was by far the class of the
field, I thought,” Larson said. “I thought the 18
(Busch) was next best, the 20 (Matt Kenseth) was
better than I was on the long run. I thought we
were probably a third- or fourth-place car, and
then to come out a winner, it makes it that much
more exciting, I guess.” —AP

WELLINGTON: British and Irish Lions
coach Warren Gatland has called on his
midweek lineup to continue the momen-
tum gained with last weekend’s win over
the New Zealand Maori in today’s tour
match against the Chiefs at Hamilton.

Gatland believes the 32-10 win over a
strong Maori side has given the Lions new
impetus ahead of Saturday ’s first test
against New Zealand. While today’s team
contains few, if any, of the players who will
face the All Blacks at Eden Park, Gatland
says the midweekers will play a role in
keeping the Lions’ confidence high
approaching the three-test series.

Saturday’s win in Rotorua was by far the
Lions’ best performance in five tour match-
es to date, improving their record to three
wins and two losses and providing the best
showcase yet for the style of play they will
adopt throughout the test series.

A strong set piece, contestible kicking,
and a good kick-chase backed up by solid
work at the breakdown and sound defense
set the platform for the win over the Maori.
Gatland will hope to see that continue
against the Chiefs.

Today’s match against the Chiefs will
have little impact on the Lions’ test prepa-
ration, unless they suffer a third midweek
defeat which will affect the mood in the
touring camp.

CRITICIZED
Gatland has clearly divided his squad

into test and midweek lineups and it was
for that reason he called on six players -
four from Wales and two from Scotland
who are currently playing in the South
Pacific - to bring up his current comple-
ment to a full 46 players, the equivalent of
two match-day 23s.

He has called on Gareth Davies, Cory
Hill, Tomas Francis and Kristian Dacey from

Wales and Scotland’s Finn Russell and Allan
Dell, all of whom have been named on the
bench against the Chiefs. The larger squad
should keep to a minimum the number of
players having to play twice in a week.

But Gatland has been heavily criticized
by some British coaches and former play-
ers.  England coach Eddie Jones said
Gatland has resorted to selecting players
on the basis of “geographical proximity”
rather than ability.

Former Lions coach Ian McGeechan said
Gatland’s decision to add six players to his
touring party “strikes the wrong note.”

“I can understand why Warren Gatland
has done what he has,” McGeechan said. “I
have got no issues with protecting the test
team by calling up some extra cover for
midweek. “But why not call up the players
who just missed out on selection in the first
place? The ones who deserve to be there,
who would give their right arms to be
there, rather than some players purely
because they happen to be in the right
geographical location.”

Gatland appears to be impervious to
such criticism but appears more sensitive
to barbs from his native New Zealand,
where the Lions are being dismissed in
some quarters as “one trick ponies.”

New Zealand commentators have con-
demned the Lions as boring and have criti-
cized the one-dimensional nature of their
game plan. The tactic of using scrumhalf
Conor Murray to repeatedly kick into the
box worked against the Maori on a dewy
night in Rotorua but is thought less likely to
succeed against the All Blacks. While the
Lions had 75 percent of possession in the
Maori match, including 90 percent in the
second half, they scored only one try from
general play. Otherwise, they relied for
their win on a penalty try and six penalties
from fullback Leigh Halfpenny. — AP

Larson outlasts Elliott at 

Michigan Speedway again

ASCOT: Dubai’s Godolphin
Operation will seek to use racing’s
most glamorous week at Royal Ascot
to begin their fight back and put a
stop to the bandwagon of master
Irish trainer Aidan O’Brien.

The 47-year-old O’Brien has won
three of the four English classics this
season whilst one has generally had
to look a fair way back to find the roy-
al blue silks of Sheikh Mohammed
bin al-Maktoum’s Godolphin runners.

Both of Europe’s major players will
hope to put on a show that befits a
queen although tomorrow will be a
rare occasion when the noted turfiste
and owner/breeder Queen Elizabeth
II will be absent.

She has to formally open parlia-
ment and announce the British gov-
ernment legislative programme
delayed because of Conservative
Prime Minister Theresa May’s pro-
tracted talks with the Democratic
Unionist Party to gain her minority
government their support.

Some wags remarked Queen
Elizabeth will have a copy of the
Racing Post beside the throne. It is
questionable whether even such a
thought would bring a smile to

Sheikh Mohammed’s lips as there has
been precious little cheer for
Godolphin not just this season but
for several preceding it.

Not one English classic winner has
been welcomed back by Dubai’s ruler
since Dawn Approach landed the
2013 English 2000 Guineas.

DECISIONS
That lack of success and a deterio-

ration between four-time champion
trainer Saeed bin Suroor and Sheikh
Mohammed’s chief aide John
Ferguson saw the latter step down as
chief executive after the Derby meet-
ing earlier this month. “Now Sheikh
Mohammed makes the decisions,
nobody else,” said a sated Bin Suroor.

“I like things this way.”
Another brave new dawn could

be launched right from the outset of

the meeting with Ribchester-trained
in Yorkshire by Richard Fahey-the
warm favourite to take the Queen
Anne Stakes especially after his eye-
catching win in the Group One
Lockinge Stake.

O’Brien will field two runners in
Cougar Mountain and Deauville but
most interest will be on the
Australian-owned Kaspersky trained
by Jane Chapple-Hyam and to be rid-
den by the remarkable Melbourne
Cup winning jockey Michelle Payne.

The 31-year-old-who rode 100/1
roughie Prince of Penzance to victory
in the ‘race that stops a nation’ in
2015 — has defied those who
thought her career was over when
she suffered a torn pancreas in a fall
last year and is looking forward to
her ride on the two-time Group Two
winner. “Who knows what can hap-
pen in racing? The possibilities are
endless,” said Payne, who is due to
have a film made about her life.

“If you work hard, you never
know. Royal Ascot is a fantastic occa-
sion and it’s a dream to be involved.
Everyone at home is excited for me
as well and setting their alarms to be
up early to watch.” — AFP

Godolphin look to battle 

back in royal style

Lions look to continue 

momentum against Chiefs

HAMILTON: British and Irish Lions match day captain Rory Best prepares to catch a
ball during the team’s captains run at Waikato Stadium in Hamilton, New Zealand,
yesterday. The Lions play the Chiefs here today. — AP

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB) announced its par-
ticipation in a Walk-A-Thon in the Avenue Mall recent-
ly. The activity was organized by Autism Partnership
Center - Kuwait, designated for individuals suffering
from autism. A large number of individuals participat-
ed which had a great impact on creating awareness
with the problem of autism. 

On this occasion, Ahli United Bank issued a state-
ment expressing its happiness with providing the nec-
essary support for the success of this Walk-A-Thon
which aims at educating the society about autism and
reflects efforts of solidarity with Autism stricken indi-
viduals and their families.    

Ahli United Bank’s support came in line with its
social responsibility towards the various categories
of the society especially the more needy ones who
deserve support. It also conforms to the Bank’s con-
cern with the individuals with special needs in gen-

eral and the facilities it accords to its clients from
this category.

Ahli United Bank added that it is keen to partici-
pate in such events which aim at making a noticeable
and serious change in the lives of affected children
through promoting society awareness of the nature
of Autism and the necessity of having early and accu-
rate diagnosis and how to provide timely assistance
to affected individuals to enable their integration in
the society.  

Ahli United Bank expressed its gratitude to the
Autism Partnership Center - Kuwait, where their
efforts have contributed to the awareness with the
problem of Autism.

For more information on Ahli United Bank’s prod-
ucts and services, customers are invited to visit any of
the Bank’s branches or call the customer service, or
log on to the Bank’s website www.ahliunited.com.kw

AUB announces participation in a Walk-

A-Thon in support of autism stricken 

BROOKLYN: Kyle Larson, driver of the #42 Cars 3/Target Chevrolet, celebrates in Victory Lane after winning the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series FireKeepers Casino 400 at Michigan International Speedway on Sunday in Brooklyn, Michigan. — AFP
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LONDON:  Mahe Fonua admitted Hull FC
had survived a gruelling examination
from Castleford as the holders held on to
book their place in the Challenge Cup
semi-finals.

After an impressive cross-field run from
Australian Mark Minichiello, Fonua seized
upon a pass before crashing over with 15
minutes remaining.  That was shortly fol-
lowed by a Jamie Shaul try as reigning
champions Hull pulled into a 14-point lead.

Super League leaders Castleford had
won eight successive matches going into
the game and gave themselves hope when
Greg Minikin went over late on but Hull
held on to record a 32-24 win.

“We knew Cas were going to come
down all guns blazing, they are top of the
league, and we didn’t expect anything less,”
said Fonua, who will  return to the
Australian Super League at the end of the
season to join the Wests Tigers.  “We knew
they would fight all the way to the end.
Even though I scored with 12 minutes to
go, we knew they would come all the way
to the end.  “It was a bit of black magic with
a Fijian touch with the try.” Carlos
Tuimavave and Fetuli Talanoa tries and a
Jake Connor penalty gave Hull a 14-12 half-
time lead with Ben Roberts and Zak
Hardaker scoring for the visitors.

Connor then kicked three more penal-
ties and Roberts crossed again before Hull
made their crucial scores. In the last four,
Castleford will face Leeds, who thumped
Featherstone Rovers 58-0 in their quarter-

final. The other semi-final will see Salford
play Wigan, the only side outside of Super
League’s top four left in the competition.

Salford ran out 30-6 winners over
Wakefield, while Wigan survived a late
scare to get past Warrington 27-26.

Tony Smith’s  Wolves had two late
chances to win it but Stefan Ratchford
was off target with his long-range penal-
ty and Declan Patton put his drop-goal
attempt wide.

Wigan head coach Shaun Wane said:
“We could easily have lost that which
would have been frustrating because I
thought we did enough to win it com-
fortably.

“We gave ourselves a lot to do, cheap
plays, unforced errors and the penalty
count was against us again.

“Warrington were never going to lie
down, they showed a lot of desire to stay in
that game and makes that victory a bit
more sweeter.” In the weekend’s only Super
League clash, Rick Stone won the battle of
the Australian coaches as his Huddersfield
side beat Justin Holbrook’s St Helens 24-16.

Former Saints man Lee Gaskell scored
the clinching try for his side’s third consec-
utive win although much of the post-match
talk was also about new signing Jordan
Rankin from Wests Tigers.

He said: “To win the way we did tonight
was really satisfying and was probably the
toughest and the most courageous I think
we’ve played since I’ve been here, which is
nearly 12 months now.” — AFP

Fonua relieved as Hull 

survive Castleford blitz

Aidan O’Brien


