
LOS ANGELES: The Pittsburgh Penguins have
left four-time Stanley Cup champion Chris
Kunitz and former all-star goaltender Marc-
Andre Fleury unprotected in the National
Hockey League’s upcoming expansion draft.

Kunitz and Fleury are among the most high-
profile players available in this week’s draft for
the expansion Vegas Golden Knights who will
make their NHL debut in the 2017-18 season.  

The Golden Knights’ selection of 30 players-
one from each NHL club-will be revealed at the
2017 NHL awards and expansion draft on
Wednesday in Las Vegas. After Fleury agreed to
waive the no-movement clause in his contract,
the Penguins protected goaltender Matt Murray,
who led them a week ago to their second con-
secutive championship.

Kunitz has been one of superstar Sidney
Crosby’s most consistent linemates over the

years. He scored the winning goal in double
overtime of game seven against the Ottawa
Senators, which advanced the Penguins to the
Stanley Cup finals against the Nashville
Predators. 

The NHL announced Sunday the available
and protected lists for the 30 teams who will
provide players to the Golden Knights. Each
team can only lose one player.

The San Jose Sharks failed to protect for-
ward Joe Thornton, the Washington Capitals
left forward TJ Oshie free, the Florida Panthers
made forward Jaromir Jagr available and the
Montreal Canadiens didn’t protect Russian star
Alexander Radulov.

The Knights can also choose from several
others off the Stanley Cup champions’ list
including forwards Matt Cullen, Bryan Rust, Carl
Hagelin and defenceman Trevor Daley.

The Predators didn’t protect James Neal, Mike
Fisher, Colton Sissons, Craig Smith and Pontus
Aberg. Neal is a nine-time 20-goal scorer.

Anaheim Ducks couldn’t find room on their
list to protect fifth year defenceman Sami
Vatanen, who won’t be ready for the start of
next season after having surgery to repair a
shoulder injury.

Eric Staal of the Minnesota Wild, Dustin
Brown of the Los Angeles Kings, Thomas Vanek
of Florida, Bobby Ryan of Ottawa and Kris
Russell of the Edmonton Oilers were among the
other forwards left unprotected.

Notable goalies available to the Knights
include, Philipp Grubauer of Washington,
Roberto Luongo of Florida, Detroit Red Wings
Petr Mrazek and Colorado’s Calvin Pickard, who
backstopped Canada to a silver medal last
month at the World Championships. — AFP

WELLINGTON: The New Zealand Warriors announced
Monday that assistant coach Steve McNamara was
leaving to take over at Super League club Catalans
Dragons. Former England mentor McNamara only
joined the Warriors in October but said the chance
to become a head coach was too good to turn
down. “I love this club and the people here but the
opportunity to take up a head coaching role has sud-
denly become available,” he said in a statement.
The Warriors said McNamara had been given
an immediate release from his contract
and would take over at Perpignan-
based Catalans in time for their
match against Warrington this
weekend. — AFP
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MADRID: Florentino Perez will remain as president of Real Madrid
until 2021 after no other candidates ran against him, the Spanish
champions announced yesterday. “As no other candidature was
put forward to the board ... it is proclaimed that Mr Florentino
PÈrez RodrÌguez is president of Real Madrid,” the club said in a
statement. It will be the third term for the 70-year-old construc-
tion magnate who has spent 15 years at the helm of Europe’s most
successful club — 2000-2006 and since 2009. However his oppo-
nents criticised reforms in the club statutes which have toughened
criteria for aspiring candidates. Candidates must now have been a
member of Real for over 20 years, compared to the old require-
ment of 10 years, and have a personal fortune of over 75 million
euros ($84 million). Under Perez, Real Madrid have won three
Champions League titles in four seasons. The club-which also won
La Liga last season-lead the way in the elite European competition
with 12 trophies. —AFP
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TOKYO: Japan back William Tupou has been handed a three-match ban for
dangerous play in last weekend’s home defeat by Ireland, Japanese officials
said yesterday. The 26-year-old, once a budding Wallabies prospect, won his
first cap for Japan on Saturday but was cited for a spear tackle 16 minutes
into the second half in Shizuoka. Ireland went on to an easy 50-22 win.

Tupou will  miss this weekend’s second Test
against Ireland in Tokyo as well as Super Rugby
games with Japan’s Sunwolves away to South
Africa’s Golden Lions on July 2 and Western
Stormers on July 9. Japan, who face Ireland in
the pool phase as co-hosts of the 2019 Rugby

World Cup, have never beaten the world’s third-
ranked side in six meetings. Brave Blossoms coach

Jamie Joseph has called up 36-year-old lock
Luke Thompson for Saturday’s second

test against the Irish. — AFP
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank was pleased to sponsor the
‘Women Football Tournament’ for female foot-
ball players in Kuwait and the GCC. The players
showcased their soccer skills and abilities during
the tournament which culminated in an exciting
championship match on 14 June.  The event was
organized by Eighty Percent, a socially driven
sports company established by three young
Kuwaiti women dedicated to sports and fitness.

Held over the period of two weeks, the
‘Women Football Tournament’ included 120
players from Kuwait and the region who com-
peted over 20 games and scored a total 104
goals. The games were held at the Sheikh Jaber
Stadium and attendance was high. Team Jaguars
were the champions of the tournament, team
Vamos took second place, and team West Wing
came in third place.  A special award for best
team of the tournament went to All Oyoun
Sports Club.

An awards ceremony was held after the
championship match, with speeches from HE
Sheikha Zain Al Sabah, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of State of Youth Affairs; Khaled Al
Roudan, Minster of Commerce and Industry; Dr
Hamoud Fulaiteh, Deputy Director General of
the Public Authority for Sports; and Ms Rawya Al
Hajery, Co-Founder of Eighty Percent.  

Ms Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant General
Manager of Corporate Communications at Gulf
Bank said: “Gulf Bank was pleased to support
Eighty Percent’s football tournament for females.
The Bank believes in supporting talented Kuwaiti
entrepreneurs and the importance of sports and
fitness play in leading a healthy lifestyle. The
Bank is also a strong supporter of women’s
empowerment initiatives. The Bank congratu-
lates the winning team on their victory and all
the players for their commitment. We also extend
our best wishes to everyone who worked to
make the event a success. Furthermore, we look
forward to supporting more initiatives from
young Kuwaiti entrepreneurs that showcase the
talent we have in our country. Ms Rawya Al
Hajery, said: “We are very pleased with the suc-
cess achieved this year and with our partnership
with Gulf Bank. We look forward to organizing
future tournaments that involve enthusiastic
female sports lovers and raise awareness of the
opportunities available for females to showcase
their skills and talent, while encouraging others
to lead healthy and active lives”. 

Gulf Bank’s Ramadan activities for this Holy
season included the distribution of food boxes in
collaboration with Saveco, Loyac, and Kuwait
Food Bank. In addition to celebrating Girgi’an
through visits to children’s hospitals in collabora-
tion with Kuwait Association for the Care of
Children in Hospitals (KAACH) and with  the Ideal
Education School, Nayef palace and the Kuwait

Center for Mental Health. The Bank also launched
a well-received Ramadan dedicated TVC at the
start of the Holy month. To find out more about
Gulf Bank’s initiatives please visit one of Gulf
Bank’s 56 branches; contact the Customer
Contact Center on 1805805, visit the bank’s bilin-
gual website at www.e-gulfbank.com, or see its
social media channels.

HAMILTON: Skipper Jimmy Spithill says the
five days until  America’s Cup racing
resumes will be “the most important days
of the campaign” for a Team USA left reel-
ing by New Zealand after one weekend.

“I think it’s pretty obvious these guys are
faster and we need to make some changes,”
Spithill said after New Zealand, helmed by
Peter Burling, beat Oracle twice on Sunday
to complete a sweep of the first four races.

“Clearly we need to now put everything
back on the table,” Spithill said.  “I think
these next five days will be the most impor-
tant five days of the campaign.”

It was little consolation that the four
wins gave New Zealand only a 3-0 lead in
the first-to-seven points series-thanks to
Team USA’s bonus for topping the stand-
ings in the qualifying round-robin.

That’s a big enough deficit against a
New Zealand catamaran that has consis-
tently out-performed Oracle.

“I think there was a clear speed advan-
tage,” said Australian Spithill, who piloted
Team USA to the America’s Cup in 2010
and 2013.

Although Team USA beat New Zealand
twice in qualifying, the Kiwis were able to
squeeze more from their foiling catamaran
as they battled through the challenger
semi-finals and final-while the defenders
looked on from the sidelines.

Spithill vowed that from Monday to
Friday the entire US team-from boat
builders, designers, engineers and crew-
would be working round the clock in a bid
to catch up. “Nothing will escape our eyes I
can guarantee you that in these next five
days,” said Spithill.

Regatta rules restrict the changes that
can be made. But Spithill insisted there was
still room to make useful adjustments to
the complicated systems that control the
space-age craft,  and to “appendages”
including the massive fixed-wing sails, rud-

ders and the daggerboards that allow the
boats to foil-virtually flying with their twin
hulls above the water surface.

“The up-side, for us, is there’s a lot of
technology out there now,” Spithill said.
“There’s a lot of camera angles, micro-
phones, a lot of data that gets shared from
both sides, really.” Asked if that meant Team
USA might take borrow some ideas from
New Zealand, Spithill didn’t balk. “No idea is
out of the question,” he said. “Clearly you
sometimes learn the most when you look
across the fence.”

The five day break is a boon, added
Spithill, who noted that the team didn’t
have nearly that much time in 2013 when
they were staring down defeat while trail-
ing New Zealand 1-8 in San Francisco.

The Americans roared back to win 9-8,
with British sailor Ben Ainslie playing a key
role after he replaced John Kostecki as the
team’s tactician.

NEED TO MAKE CHANGES 
Ainslie mounted a British bid for the Cup

this year that ended in the challenger semi-
finals, but Spithill indicated a crew change
could again be up for discussion. “We’re a
very candid group,” he said. “It’s quite clear
we need to make some changes.”

Burling is determined to use the five
days to make sure Team USA are chasing a
moving target.

“We’re really excited about the chal-
lenge of the next five days, of taking the
next step on our boat as well of pushing
the performance,” said the 26-year-old Kiwi,
who has spoken repeated of the steep
learning curve faced by all the teams racing
the America’ Cup catamarans.

“Today we sailed a lot of areas better
than we did yesterday,” Burling said Sunday.
“But we also made a lot of mistakes. It felt
like we were still a long way from where we
could be.” — AFP
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HAMILTON:  Emirates Team New Zealand Helmsman Peter Burling looks over
his shoulder for Oracle Team USA in race three during the 35th America’s
Cup on Sunday, in Hamilton, Bermuda. — AFP
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LOS ANGELES: About the only thing miss-
ing from Diana Taurasi’s record-setting day
was a victory. Taurasi became the WNBA’s
career scoring leader in front of her family,
friends and Kobe Bryant.

With her parents watching, Taurasi
passed Tina Thompson on Sunday in the
Phoenix Mercur y ’s  90-59 loss to the
Sparks in Los Angeles. “It’s pretty special I
got to do it  in front of  my family on
Father’s Day in LA,” said Taurasi, who fin-
ished with 19 points.

Taurasi came into the game needing 14
points to break Thompson’s mark and the
Mercury guard did it late in the first half
on a layup with her team down big.

“Once I got the basket it was pretty
cool,” she said. “I was trying not to think
about, wanted it to happen and do it
organically. It did. You think about all
the great players you played with, all
the games.”

Taurasi stands alone atop the league’s
scoring list. She has 7,494 points and has
averaged 19.9 points in her career. She
said in the weeks leading up to the his-
toric points that she wasn’t thinking about
the record.

After the basket, the game stopped and
Taurasi was given a warm ovation from the
crowd that included Bryant and his daugh-
ters as well as Taurasi’s family.

“We had this planned on the schedule
for quite some time,” Bryant said during an
interview in-game. “It worked in our favor

we could see a historical night.”
Bryant has always been impressed with

how hard Taurasi works.
“To be that great for so many years is a

testament to her work ethic and commit-
ment to the game,” Bryant told ESPN. “Her
intellect and sacrifice. She’s just a phenom-
enal athlete.” Thompson, who played with
Taurasi on a few Olympic and overseas
teams, offered her congratulations.

“I am excited that it is Diana and it is my
absolute pleasure to pass the torch on to
her,” Thompson said. “She and I have shared
so many amazing moments throughout
our basketball careers, whether it was gold
medals, championships or All-Star games.
Diana is one of the best players to ever play
the game and definitely one of my
favorites. She has done amazing things and
I am so grateful that I’ve been able to share
many of those with her. I am really excited
for Diana and I think she is going to blow
that record out of the water.”

Taurasi, averaging 18.1 points this year,
passed Tamika Catchings for second on the
WNBA scoring list early this season. It only
took the Mercury star 13 seasons to
become the league’s top scorer. Thompson
needed 17 years to achieve her total.

Earlier in the season, Taurasi set the
career 3-pointer record, passing Katie
Smith. Taurasi has 927 3-pointers.

She turned 35 this month and doesn’t
seem to be slowing down. She recently
signed an extension through 2020. —AP
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