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solidarity with the worshippers in a tweet but her
father has so far remained silent. May, who was heavily
criticized for failing to meet survivors of a devastating
fire in a London tower block last week, visited Finsbury
Park Mosque where she met local faith leaders. The use
of a vehicle to mow down pedestrians drew horrifying
parallels with this month’s London Bridge attack, when
three men drove a van into pedestrians before embark-
ing on a stabbing spree, and with another car and knife
rampage near parliament in March. This time the attack-
er appeared to have deliberately targeted Muslims.
“Over the past weeks and months, Muslims have
endured many incidents of Islamophobia and this is the
most violent manifestation to date,” said Harun Khan,
head of the Muslim Council of Britain, an umbrella body.  

After the London Bridge attack, city mayor Sadiq
Khan’s office reported a 40 percent increase in racist
incidents in the capital and a fivefold increase in anti-
Muslim incidents. Khan said it was a “horrific terrorist
attack” aimed at “innocent Londoners, many of whom
were finishing prayers during the holy month of
Ramadan”. Mohammed Kozbar, chairman of the
Finsbury Park Mosque, described the attack as “coward-
ly”. “Our community is in shock,” he said, urging people
attending prayers to remain vigilant.

‘Extraordinary city’
It was the third major incident in the capital this

month, after the London Bridge attack and last week’s
devastating fire in the Grenfell Tower block, in which 79
people are thought to have died. “This is an extraordi-
nary city of extraordinary people,” May said outside

Downing Street after chairing an emergency govern-
ment meeting. “It is home to a multitude of communi-
ties that together make London one of the greatest
cities on Earth. Diverse, welcoming, vibrant, compas-
sionate, confident and determined never to give in to
hate.”Last month, a suicide bomber blew himself up
outside a pop concert in Britain’s third city of
Manchester, killing 22 people, many of them children.  

The Finsbury Park Mosque was once a notorious hub
for radical Islamists but has changed markedly in recent
years under new management. Its former imam, Abu
Hamza, was jailed for life in New York on terrorism
charges in 2015. Despite the change in leadership and
the focus on bolstering inter-faith relations, the mosque
reported it had received a string of threatening emails
and letters in the wake of the Paris attacks. Some locals
came onto the street in support of the mosque on
Monday, carrying signs saying “We love our mixed com-
munity” and “Leave our Muslim neighbors alone”.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent cables yesterday to
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II and Prime Minister Theresa
May, expressing his stern condemnation of a van attack
on Muslim worshippers in London. In his cable, His
Highness the Amir underscored that Kuwait deplores
such violent acts that run counter to humanitarian val-
ues, saying that Kuwait supports all measures taken by
Britain to uphold its security. His Highness the Amir also
wished all those wounded in the attack a speedy recov-
ery. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
sent similar cables to Queen Elizabeth II and the British
Prime Minister.  — Agencies 

Driver plows a van into crowd of Muslims...
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exhibition hall. “People were running every which way,”
said a 51-year-old bystander who gave his name only as
Alexandre. “Some shouted at me to get away.” Anti-terror-
ism prosecutors have opened an investigation. Police
closed two of the Metro stations on the Champs-Elysees,
but two hours after the attack tourists were back taking
selfies of the Arc de Triomphe and visiting shops.  

Collomb said the attack “shows once again that the
threat (of an attack) remains extremely high in France”. The
incident came just two months after a policeman was shot
and killed on the avenue, days before the first round of
France’s presidential election. After that attack, a note
praising the Islamic State group was found next to the
body of the gunman, Karim Cheurfi, and weapons includ-

ing a shotgun and knives were found in his car. On June 7,
a hammer-wielding Algerian man was shot and wounded
by police after he struck an officer on the head in front of
Notre Dame cathedral in Paris, shouting it was in revenge
“for Syria”. He had pledged allegiance to the Islamic State
group in a video found at his home.

The attack yesterday was the latest of a string in France
and Britain. Earlier yesterday, a van ploughed into a crowd
of Muslims near a London mosque, injuring 10 people. It
was the second terror attack this month in the British capi-
tal.  Two weeks ago jihadists used a van and knives to crush
and stab to death eight people enjoying a night out
around London Bridge. Three of the victims were French.
In May, a suicide bomber killed 22 people, including chil-
dren, at a concert by US singer Ariana Grande in
Manchester. —  AFP 

Paris Champs-Elysees ‘attack’
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It warned of “the grave consequences of this flagrant
aggression”.  Regime ally Moscow also condemned the
downing of the Syrian plane, with deputy foreign minister
Sergei Ryabkov saying: “This strike has to be seen as a con-
tinuation of America’s line to disregard the norms of inter-
national law...  What is this if not an act of aggression?”

The incident was the latest skirmish between the US-
led coalition and regime forces in the increasingly tense
and crowded space in Syria’s north and east. The coali-
tion has for months backed SDF forces in their bid to
capture Raqa, an operation in which the regime has not
been involved. The SDF entered Raqa for the first time
earlier this month and now holds four neighborhoods
in the east and west of the city. Damascus has instead
turned its focus further east, to the largely IS-held oil-
rich province of Deir Ezzor, where government forces
are besieged in part of the provincial capital.

It is advancing towards the region on three fronts,
south of Raqa, through the Badia desert region in cen-

tral Syria, and along Syria’s eastern border.  But the
advances have created conflict with the US-led coali-
tion, particularly along the Syrian border, where US and
other foreign forces are training an anti-IS force at the
Tanf garrison. In recent weeks, the coalition has fired on
pro-regime ground forces approaching the garrison and
shot down a pro-regime armed drone. The coalition
describes these incidents as “force protection” measures
and says its primary focus remains targeting IS.

Outside of coalition operations, US forces have only
once directly targeted the regime, when Washington
launched a barrage of strikes in April against an airbase
it said was the launchpad for an alleged chemical attack
that killed dozens of civilians. Sam Heller, a Syria expert
at The Century Foundation think-tank, said the regime
was provoking confrontations, but neither side
appeared to want a major escalation. “I think that it was
just that the regime engaged in a provocation and then
a lower-rung US commander responded in self-
defense,” he said of Sunday’s incident.  “The regime got
too close and it got burned.” — AFP

US shoots down Syrian warplane 

NEW DELHI: India’s ruling party yesterday named a lawyer from
the lowest Dalit caste as its candidate for president, a move
seen as an attempt to reach out to the marginalized communi-
ty. Ram Nath Kovind, 71, is likely to take up the largely ceremo-
nial post when the term of Pranab Mukherjee ends next month,
becoming the second Dalit to be India’s head of state.

The president is voted in by an electoral college comprised
of federal and state lawmakers, and the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is thought to have the support it needs to
push its candidate through. “Ram Nath Kovind has always
fought for the betterment of the Dalits and other backward
castes,” BJP chief Amit Shah said at a press conference to

announce the party’s candidate. “The BJP ... hopes that a per-
son born in a poor family of low-caste Dalit community will be
a consensus candidate for the president’s post.” 

Kovind’s nomination follows huge protests last year by
members of the historically marginalized Dalit community,
who make up around 17 percent of India’s population. The
protests broke out after four young Dalits were stripped
naked and publicly flogged after being falsely accused of
killing a cow, an animal Hindus consider sacred. The outrage
was compounded by the savage beating of a pregnant
woman and her husband after they refused to allow higher-
caste men to graze cattle on their land. — AFP

India’s BJP picks Dalit as 
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Or, they may want their husband to talk about how
important they are in his life. This can be done through
a variety of media, such as texts, notes, emails, cards, or
by verbal communication.  

It may be very meaningful for the husband to tell his
wife these things in a different language. Some women
need hugs and kisses. They want to feel the warm
embrace of their husband. Of course, you wouldn’t want
to touch someone that you dislike, and therefore,
touching implies that you desire closeness with the per-
son. Some women just want to spend time with their
husbands. This can include a variety of activities.  

Usually, the activity isn’t important as long as the two
get a chance to be together. Finally, some women want
their husbands to do things for them. For example,
when a husband makes a special meal, or helps with the
housework, it shows that he cares about his wife. If you
really want to make an impact then there is no harm in

showing love in all the 5 mentioned ways, but usually a
woman will respond better to one way more than the
others.  

Believe me, if you show love to your wife then it will
build a strong foundation for your marriage. It is hard
for men to understand love in the same way that
women understand it. If you are a man, then just imag-
ine living with a person who doesn’t respect you. That is
how painful it is for a woman to live without be shown
love. Although we aren’t involved in matchmaking, the
TIES Center offers a short marriage course to explain the
conditions and requirements for marriage from the
Islamic perspective.

Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center is a social
and educational hub for expats in Kuwait whose motto is:
Tolerance, Information, Empowerment, Solidarity. For
more information, please call 252301015/6 or log onto:
www.tiescenter.net
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