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KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet yesterday heaped praise on
the speech delivered by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Sunday on the occasion of
the last ten days of the holy month of Ramadan. The cabinet
said in a statement following its customary weekly meeting
presided over by His Highness Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah that His Highness the Amir
had urged national unity but decried differences and dis-
putes.  It also quoted His Highness the Amir as having hoped
that inter-Gulf tensions would be defused and disagree-
ments be resolved by dialogue, based on the fact that the
GCC countries share the same bonds and destiny.

The cabinet appreciated His Highness the Amir’s direc-
tives and vowed to fully commit to implementing them,
wishing Kuwait more progress and welfare under the wise
leadership of His Highness the Amir and His Highness the
Crown Prince.

His Highness the Prime Minister briefed the cabinet on
the outcomes of the recent visit by King Abdullah II of Jordan
to Kuwait, where both sides discussed how to further pro-
mote and develop bilateral relations and the latest regional
and international developments.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah elaborated on the out-
comes of the recent visit by Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut

Cavusoglu to Kuwait, during which officials from both coun-
tries exchanged views on the current situation on both
regional and international arenas.  Moreover, the cabinet wel-
comed a planned visit by Iraqi President Haider Al-Abadi to
the State of Kuwait on Wednesday, which comes within the
framework of cooperative relations between both countries
in all fields.

Meanwhile, the ministers deplored the recent fire that
engulfed a multi-apartment building in London, together
with a van attack that targeted Muslims at a mosque in
London, which left one person dead and 10 others wound-
ed.  In this context, the cabinet reiterated Kuwait’s full sup-
port to all measures taken by the UK to safeguard its securi-
ty and stability.

It also condemned a recent missile attack by Houthi mili-
tias on a UAE ship off the Yemeni coast, in addition to a
bombing by Houthi militants on a three Saudi trucks in
Yemen in breach of international peace and security.  Finally,
the Kuwaiti cabinet denounced an explosion in Bahrain’s Al-
Draz Village, which left one policeman dead and another two
wounded.  In this regard, the cabinet reiterated Kuwait’s sup-
port to all measures taken by the Bahraini government to
uphold this Gulf country’s security and stability and to fight
such terrorist acts that aim at disrupting its security and sta-
bility. —KUNA

Cabinet applauds Amir’s Ramadan speech

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the
Cabinet’s weekly regular session yesterday. —KUNA

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Veteran Kuwaiti astronomer and
meteorologist Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi announced that
Sunday, June 25th will be the first day of Eid Al-
Fitr. Speaking during a visit conducted by
Kuwait Science Club members on the occasion
of the last 10 days of Ramadan, Ojairi hailed the
efforts exerted to develop the Kuwait Science

Club and the train-
ing courses it pro-
vides.  Ojairi  also
appreciated the visit
by some of the
club’s board mem-
bers to discuss his
prediction of Eid.  As
the Science Club’s
Honorary Chairman,
Ojairi stressed that
his relationship with
the club goes back
long years,  even
before the club was
founded. Kuwait

Science Club’s Secretary General Ali Al-Jumaa
hailed the role Dr Ojairi has been playing for
over 35 years. He stressed that the club mem-
bers’ visit during the last 10 days of Ramadan
reflect the constant cooperation between the
club and its honorary chairman. 

Water cut
Ministry of Electricity and Water’s (MEW)

Undersecretary Mohammed Boshehri said water
supply was disconnected at the Amiri Hospital
on Sunday by maintenance operations within
the hospital. Boshehri stressed that MEW techni-
cians had not done any repair work inside the
hospital and that it was the contractor hired by
the hospital who disconnected water supplies to
repair the hospital’s internal water grid. 

Meeting postponed 
The parliamentary interior and defense com-

mittee entrusted with investigating the forging
of Kuwaiti citizenships will  invite Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem to testify about the infor-
mation he has,  panel member MP Salah
Khorsheed said. Khorsheed explained that the

investigation committee had been scheduled
to meet in Ramadan, but the meeting was post-
poned because the speaker travelled to Saudi
Arabia for Omrah. “Accordingly, the meeting
will be held after the Eid Al-Fitr holiday,” he
underlined, noting that the committee will also
receive Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah for
the same reason. 

Final report
A Ministry of Public Works (MPW) committee

investigating the Mangaf underpass flooding
submitted its final report, including four recom-
mendations to Minister Abdul Rahman Al-
Mutawa, said informed sources. The sources
added that the recommendations included con-
sidering the contractor as an opponent in all 20
cases filed by citizens against MPW demanding
compensation for repairing the damage to their
vehicles. The recommendations also included
referring the executing company to the public
prosecution and referring a number of MPW
employees responsible for the contract to the
ministry’s legal affairs investigation department.   
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LE BOURGET, Paris: Boeing and Kuwait-based
ALAFCO Aviation Lease and Finance Company
(ALAFCO) announced a commitment for 20 737
MAX 8s at the 2017 Paris Airshow, valued at $2.2
billion at current list prices.  

ALAFCO, a global provider of commercial air-
craft leasing products, already has unfilled orders
for 20 737 MAX airplanes and was also one of the
first Middle East customers for the 787
Dreamliner. The new commitment when final-
ized, will boost the lessor’s order to 40 737 MAXs. 

“As a lessor, we are committed to provide our
global customer base with technologically-
advanced aircraft,” said Ahmad Alzabin, chief

executive officer and vice-chairman, ALAFCO.
“Fuel efficiency, operational reliability and effi-
ciency are key factors for our airline customers
and the 737 MAX will help us meet those
demands in the single-aisle market.”  

The 737 MAX family has been designed to
offer customers exceptional performance, flexi-
bility and efficiency, with lower per-seat costs
and an extended range that will open up new
destinations in the single-aisle market. 

“ALAFCO’s commitment to purchase 20 more
737 MAXs is an excellent endorsement of the air-
craft which is already the fastest-selling airplane
in Boeing history,” said Ihssane Mounir, senior

vice president, Global Sales and Marketing,
Boeing Commercial Airplanes. “We are very
pleased with this opportunity to help expand
ALAFCO’s single-aisle portfolio with the 737 MAX
and look forward to strengthening and growing
this partnership even further.”

The 737 MAX incorporates the latest technol-
ogy CFM International LEAP-1B engines,
Advanced Technology winglets, Boeing Sky
Interior, large flight deck displays, and other
improvements to deliver the highest efficiency,
reliability and passenger comfort in the single-
aisle market. The 737 MAX is the fastest-selling
airplane in Boeing history.
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Two unidentified people were
killed yesterday after they lost control
over their vehicle and rammed into a
lamppost along Abdali highway. The car
overturned and caught fire, said security
sources, noting that the two men burned
to death. 

Building fire
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)

said firefighters were dispatched to control
a fire in an under-construction building in
Farwaniya. The fire was controlled and pre-
vented from spreading to other parts of the
building. Initial investigations showed a
spark from a welding process started the
fire. No casualties were reported. 
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Kuwait to build artificial

limbs, Abdali medical centers 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Health Dr Jamal Al-Harbi said Sunday
the ministry was carrying out a number of projects nationwide,
including the artificial limbs center and Al-Abdali medical center.
Harbi, in a statement after laying the cornerstone of Abdulrazzaq
Zalzalah Medical Center in Dasma Area, said the health projects
aimed at improving medical care in all areas in Kuwait.

He said the ministry of health was also considering provision of
heart-rate monitors in primary health centers with the objective of
helping save patients’ lives.  The some KD one million (around USD
3.3 million) two-storey Zalzalah medical center is built on some 2,000
square meters, he added. The center, to be built in 18 months, will
provide preventive and rehabilitation medical care as part of the pri-
mary health care, said Harbi. The center, he added, would also
include clinics for children, diabetics, dental care, x-rays, a laboratory,
chronic diseases and elderly care. —KUNA

Kuwait’s trade

surplus with

Japan nearly

doubles

TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade sur-
plus with Japan nearly dou-
bled to JPY 48.2 billion ($433
million) from a year earlier in
May, as exports remained
strong, the Finance Ministry
said yesterday. The surplus
jumped by 95.7 percent, up
for the fifth month in a row,
the ministry said in a prelimi-
nary report.

Kuwaiti overall exports to
Japan surged 66.1 percent
year-on-year to JPY 61.1 bil-
lion ($549 million) for the fifth
consecutive month of expan-
sion. Imports from Japan also
grew 5.9 percent to JPY 12.8
billion ($116 million), up for
the first time in nine months.
Kuwait maintained monthly
black ink with Japan for nine
years and four months.

Middle East’s trade sur-
plus with Japan also jumped
47.3 percent to JPY 468.8 bil-
lion ($4.2 billion) last month,
with Japan-bound exports
from the region rising 24.1
percent from a year earlier.
Crude oil, refined products,
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and other natural resources,
which accounted for 94.5
percent of the region’s total
exports to Japan, increased
24.2 percent. The region’s
overall imports from Japan
declined 16.9 percent, due to
weaker demand for vehicle
and machinery.  The world’s
third-biggest economy
logged a global deficit of JPY
203.4 billion ($1.8 billion mil-
lion) in May, slipping back
into the red for the first time
in four months, as soaring
energy costs offset a pick-up
in exports, according to the
ministry. —KUNA


