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Amir receives letter
from Ethiopian PM

Amir condemns terror attack in Bahrain
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at
Seif Palace First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, along with his Ethiopian coun-
terpart Dr Workneh Gebeyehu and his accompa-
nying delegation. During the meeting, Gebeyehu
handed His Highness the Amir a letter from
Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn,
concerning bilateral ties as well as the latest
regional and global developments.

In his letter, the Ethiopian Prime Minister also
commended His Highness the Amir’s prudence
in his efforts to defuse the current Gulf row.  The
meeting was attended by Deputy Minister of
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and Gebeyehu held a
meeting later in which they addressed coopera-
tive relations between both friendly countries,
several issues of mutual interest and the latest
regional and international developments. The
meeting was attended by a number of senior
officials of the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met
with Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince then
received Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-
Sabeeh. His Highness also met Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Acting Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan. His
Higness also received Director General of
Kuwaiti Public Authority for Sports (PAS) Sheikh
Ahmad Monsour Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
as well  as  Chief of the National Security
Apparatus (NSA) Chairman Sheikh Thamer Ali
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. 

Terror attack
In other news, His Highness the Amir sent a

cable to Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa bin Salman
Al-Khalifa, expressing his condolences over the
victims that fell during the terror bombing in
Manama on Sunday.  In the cable, His Highness

the Amir Sheikh Sabah displayed Kuwait ’s
strongest condemnation towards the attack that
led to the death and injury of several security
personnel.  His Highness the Amir also said that
Kuwait will stand against those eager to cause
terror and instability in Bahrain, affirming that
Kuwaitis were standing in solidarity with the
Bahraini leadership and people. His Highness the
Crown Prince and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah also sent similar cables to the Bahraini
Monarch. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir sent a
cable of condolences to Portuguese President
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, expressing his deepest
sympathies for the victims of forest fires that rav-
aged the municipality of Pedrogao Grande. In his
cable, His Highness the Amir wished a speedy
recovery for all those wounded in the blazes and
hoped Portuguese authorities will overcome this
natural calamity. His Highness the Crown Prince
and His Highness the Prime Minister sent similar
cables to the Portuguese President. —KUNA
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Amir’s speech shows
domestic, regional
priorities: Speaker

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
believes His Highness the Amir’s Sunday night speech
marking Ramadan’s last 10 days highlighted Kuwait’s
domestic and regional priorities. His Highness Sheikh Sabah

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s speech identified
six matters, including uni-
ty between the six-nation
Gulf Cooperation Council
bloc, read a statement by
the Kuwaiti National
Assembly speaker.

Other topics were ter-
rorism, national unity, leg-
islative and executive
cooperation, challenges
that face Kuwaiti diploma-
cy after the recent win of a
United Nations Security
Council non-permanent
seat, and human develop-
ment - particularly of the
youth.  His Highness the
Amir was “firm and deci-
sive” on relations between
GCC countries, particularly
the need for the six mem-
bers to bridge the gap on
obstacles to cooperation,
said Ghanem, the need to
tackle “terrorism” and its
“catastrophic” conse-
quences on the region.

The importance of
parliament and govern-
ment cooperation in
order to maintain politi-
cal stability, national uni-
ty and social cohesion
was another topic,
Ghanem said. Finally,
while pointing out politi-

cal and security challenges, His Highness the Amir did not
fail to mention human development, especially the role of
the youth as a crucial component in achieving stability
and expansion.

National and regional concerns
Meanwhile, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly

Essa Al-Kandari said His Highness the Amir’s speech has
tackled both national and regional concerns. Kandari said
that “though His Highness is focusing on healing the Gulf
rift to avoid the dismemberment of the Gulf Cooperation
Council and his condemnation of terrorists in all its mani-
festations, he has never forgot the internal concerns of
Kuwait.”

He lauded His Highness the Amir’s call for more
cooperation between the legislative and executive
powers to materialize the economic and development
aspirations of Kuwaiti people. Kandari wished all suc-
cess for His Highness the Amir’s efforts to iron out Gulf
differences. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: The great humanitarian initiatives launched in
recent years by Kuwait, led by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, have had a significant
impact on saving millions of refugees’ lives around the
world, a UN official affirmed yesterday.

Kuwait is a vital factor and part of the international efforts
to meet urgent humanitarian needs for refugees in the
region and across the globe through mobilizing internation-
al support, holding international donors’ conferences, and
urging countries and key donors to honor their commit-
ments, Dr Hanan Hamdan, Head of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) office in Kuwait, said
ahead of celebrating World Refugees Day, held annually on
June 20th.

In 2016, Kuwait has contributed $360 million to UNHCR
to resolve the crises in Syria and Iraq, Hamdan noted, indi-
cating that the Gulf country was also placed second in dona-
tions’ value for the Syrian people at the third international
donors’ conference in 2015, pledging $500 million.

On the international level, Kuwait is UNHCR’s sixth largest
donor, she mentioned, adding cooperation and strategic
partnerships between the two sides have continued in 2017,
where UNHCR and Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) signed a $10 million-worth agree-
ment to improve the living conditions of Syrian refugees in
north Iraq.

The UNHCR’s office in Kuwait has had the privilege to
cooperate with the Kuwaiti private sector in favor of
refugees, signing a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
in 2016 with Zain Group, one the leading telecommunica-
tion companies in the country, to support Syrian refugees
and improve their situations, in addition to launching a joint
e-campaign, entitled #ZainWithRefugees, to raise funds for
helping children and their families survive the harsh winter

conditions. Hamdan also valued Kuwait’s continued commit-
ment toward the international humanitarian action, and
strategic partnership with international humanitarian organ-
izations and UNHCR.

Meanwhile, the UN official mentioned that UNHCR has
always been present at the front lines of major humanitarian
crises in the world, including Syria, Iraq, Central African
Republic, Afghanistan, South Sudan, and Democratic

Republic of the Congo, affirming the Commissioner’s contin-
uous efforts to resolve issue of the largest number of
refugees around the world to date.

Over 65.3 million people worldwide were forced to leave
their homes, including nearly 21.3 million refugees, among
whom are under 18 years of age, Hamdan noted, adding
that increasing rate in the number of refugees could cause a
“serious humanitarian crisis.”

In Somalia, migrations among people, until 2017, has
reached some two million Somalis, while internally displace-
ment country has come to some 1.9 million Somalis, she
said.  In Yemen, around three million people, until 2017, have
migrated their cities and towns due to armed conflicts and
famine, adding that one million Yemenis have returned to
their homes amid continued risky situations.

Furthermore, over 1.8 million people, including one mil-
lion children, in South Sudan have migrated their country to
Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Congo, and Central Africa, seeking
safety and security, said the UN official.

In Syria, Hamdan said that over five million Syrians have
sought refuge in a number of countries in the Middle East,
Europe, Canada, US, and Australia, adding that the number
of internally displaced persons, until 2017, rose to 6.5 mil-
lion, including 2.8 million children.

In World Refugee Day, UNHCR commemorates the
strength, courage, and perseverance of millions of refugees,
she noted, adding that this year; World Refugee Day also
marks a key moment for the public to show support for fam-
ilies forced to flee. The UNHCR, also known as the UN
Refugee Agency, was established on 14 December 1950 by
the UN General Assembly.

The UN agency is mandated to lead and coordinate inter-
national action to protect refugees and resolve refugee
problems worldwide. Its primary purpose is to safeguard the
rights and well-being of refugees.

It also strives to ensure that everyone can exercise the
right to seek asylum and find safe refuge in another State,
with the option to return home voluntarily, integrate locally
or to resettle in a third country. It also has a mandate to help
stateless people. UNHCR provides international protection
to refugees who do not enjoy the protection of their govern-
ments. —KUNA

Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts save
millions of refugees: UNHCR official

Dr Hanan Hamdan

EU FMs to express support
to Kuwaiti mediation efforts

BRUSSELS: European Union (EU)
foreign ministers’ will discuss the
situation in the Gulf region and
are expected to express their
support to the Kuwaiti mediation
to defuse the tensions, senior EU
official said.  Ahead of the meet-
ing in Luxembourg, EU High
Representative Federica
Mogherini told reporters that
she was personally in contact on
daily basis with all the relevant
players including the foreign
ministers of Kuwait, UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar.  “We are sup-
porting very much the Kuwaiti
mediation efforts and I expect today from the
ministers another sign and determination of
the European Union to back our friends and
brothers from Kuwait in this difficult work
they are doing. They need our support and
we stand ready to help,” stressed Mogherini.

“Any difficulties and tensions can and

must be solved at the table,
by dialogue and politically.
No unilateral steps. We invite
all to de-escalate tensions
and engage in direct dia-
logue,” she said. “It is always
possible and even more so
among countries that belong
to the Gulf Cooperation
Council,” she noted.

Mogherini added that the
EU also has a direct interest in
the Gulf countries cooperating
among themselves. “They are
all our partners in the fight
against terrorism. They are all

our partners economically. But they are all
our partners in trying to solve some of the
regional crises,” she said. The foreign ministers
of the 28-member European bloc will also
discuss counter terrorism, EU-NATO coopera-
tion, Iraq and a report on the implementation
of the EU’s global strategy. —KUNA
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GENEVA: A Kuwaiti diplomat yester-
day said that he was bewildered over
the selective approaches taken by
some nations to the issue of human
rights violations in Arab lands occu-
pied by Israel. Addressing the 35th
session of the United Nations Human
Rights Council  (UNHRC),  Kuwait ’s
Permanent Delegate to the United
Nations (UN) Jamal Al-Ghunaim said
that some nations’ refusal to join dis-
cussions over Israeli human rights vio-
lations is tantamount to veiled sup-
port of Israel.

Moreover,  he noted that it  was
imperative to have continued dia-
logue over the worsening humanitari-

an conditions in Arab lands occupied
by Israel, an issue that makes up the
seventh item on the agenda of the
35th UNHRC session.  The Kuwaiti
envoy underscored the need for Israel
to abide by UN resolution 2334, which
states that Israeli settlement activity in
Palestinian territories is legally null
and void.

Ghunaim also spoke of Kuwait ’s
humanitarian obligation to support the
Palestinian people until their aspirations
for statehood and sovereignty come to
fruition. The 35th UNHRC session, which
runs from June 6-23, delves into human
rights issues through reports produced
by specialists. —KUNA
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