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A fan holds up a
sign as Phoenix
performs
onstage.

Phoenix perform
onstage during 2017
Governors Ball Music

Festival at Randall’s
Island on June 3,

2017 in New York
City. — AFP photos

Rocking out under an imposing mirror,
Phoenix took its music into a second
dimension Saturday as the band head-

lined New York’s Governors Ball festival. A
week ahead of the release of its disco-infused,
Italian-inspired sixth album, Phoenix invested
in an innovative yet elegantly simple stage
design with a giant mirror slanted inward at 45
degrees. The effect, at the close of a pristine
June day, was to create a duplicate stage, with
the rockers visible both as they played on
stage and again in mirror image above them.

Frontman Thomas Mars at times lay down

on stage hidden, only to appear to the crowd
on the mirror-serving almost the inverse of
Pink Floyd’s isolating Wall, one of the most leg-
endary metaphors in rock stage design.
Phoenix, longtime underground artists in
Paris, catapulted to the world stage in 2009

with the album “Wolfgang Amadeus Phoenix”
which came with infectious dance-rock hits
such as “Lisztomania.” “ Ti Amo,” which is
Phoenix’s first album in four years and comes
out on June 9, takes as its motif Italy, or at least
a fantasized version of the country with feel-

good beats and lyricism about steamy nights
and ice cream. As Phoenix played the album’s
track “Fior di Latte,” the mirror appeared to be
covered in pink syrup. At other times, the mir-
ror flashed a kaleidoscope of colors and slides
of a waterfall and Rome’s Trevi Fountain.
Guitarist Christian Mazzalai in a recent inter-
view with AFP said Phoenix had spent long
hours designing the stage and voiced delight
at returning to the road after more than a year
of writing and recording. Mars closed the set
by surfing far into the crowd and then rolling
back over fans’ outstretched hands. Phoenix
then bid farewell, fireworks went off overhead
and the walkout music was from Italian
singing great Ornella Vanoni.

Childish Gambino hints at farewell 
Governors Ball, founded in 2011 as the

first of New York’s growing number of sum-
mer festivals, took place under unusually
tight security with National Guard members
and heavily armed police out in force at exits
to the venue on the city’s compact Randall’s
Island. The three-day festival comes less than
two weeks after a suicide bomber killed 22
people at the end of an Ariana Grande con-
cert in Manchester and as London was hit by
another attack.

Other leading draws Saturday included
Childish Gambino, who stunned an adoring
crowd by hinting at retirement once he finish-

es his next album. “I’ll see you for the last
Gambino album,” said the artist, after declar-
ing that Governors Ball would be his sole show
of 2017. Music is a side career for Childish
Gambino-otherwise known as actor Donald
Glover, a star of television series “Atlanta” and
“Community,” who will appear in an upcoming
“Star Wars” film.  While often described as a
hip-hop artist, Childish Gambino has built a
style of modern soul driven by his wide-rang-
ing singing voice. In December he released his
third album, “Awaken, My Love!” full of R&B
rhythms and vocal shifts on songs such as
“Redbone,” about an unfaithful partner.

The festival also heard classic hip-hop from
the Wu-Tang Clan, the New York-bred collec-
tive who exactly 20 years earlier released its
best-selling album “Wu-Tang Forever.” RZA,
generally considered the leader of the crew of
around 10 rappers, boasted of the group’s suc-
cess in a set that turned into a mosh pit
among fans mostly too young to have been
listening to the Wu-Tang Clan in 1997.
Elsewhere, Mark Ronson-the veteran producer
who became a star on his own with the 2014
mega-hit “Uptown Funk”- teased a new song
he said he was working on with Australian
artist Kevin Parker.

The driving dance track came unexpectedly
in a set in which Ronson served as DJ, putting
on everything from Michael Jackson to
Jefferson Airplane. — AFP

Phoenix brings new dimension to 
rock show at festival

Thomas Mars of Phoenix performs during 2017 Governors Ball Music Festival.

Laurent Mazzalai of Phoenix 
performs on stage.

Palestinian filmmaker, 
Farah Nabulsi, invited to UN

in New York to screen her films

Farah Nabulsi, the filmmaker and the daughter of
Palestinians living in diaspora, has yesterday screened
her three short films in the trustee council chambers

at the United Nations in New York, where she also
addressed attendees, by invitation from Ambassador Riyad
Mansour, Permanent Observer Mission of the State of
Palestine to the United Nations. The three short films that
were screened earlier on 1st June, included “Today They
Took My Son”, which focuses on a mother coping with her
young child being taken away by a military system. This
imprisonment which involves cruel and inhumane treat-
ment is sadly something which happens to more than 700
Palestinian children a year. Farah’s recently released film
“Oceans of Injustice” will also be shown. 

The films were introduced by Farah and shown to
ambassadors and dignitaries from all over the world. This
event is particularly poignant, as this month, June 2017,
marks the 50th anniversary of the Israeli military occupa-
tion.  Ambassador Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of
the State of Palestine to the United Nations, said: “We are
honored to share Farah’s work with the United Nations
community as it reflects some of the immense suffering,
injustice and oppression endured by the Palestinian people
under decades of Israel’s brutal foreign military occupation.”

Farah Nabulsi said: “I had always thought I understood
the injustices suffered by my people. However, witnessing
it first-hand during a visit to the Occupied Palestinian
Territories changed me in a deep and overwhelming way
and I instinctively knew that offering sympathy and the
occasional charity was no longer enough. “Over the past
century, the Palestinians have suffered oceans of injustice
and when you visit Occupied Palestine you truly come to
understand the depth and breadth of how deliberate, sys-
tematic and institutionalized the occupation really is. 

You come to recognize what is happening and has
been happening for decades is, at its essence, a settler
colonial enterprise. I hope my films are able to give the
audience even just a glimpse into the very real humilia-
tion, pain and suffering experienced by Palestinian men,
women and children every day at the hands of that ideol-
ogy.” In 2016 Farah founded Native Liberty, a not-for-prof-
it Media Production company, andOceansofinjustice.com,
an online educational platform, that together aim to re-
humanize the Palestinians and draw attention to the
injustices they face. Farah continues to showcase her
groundbreaking work at film festivals, universities and
events around the world.

Orlando, Florida, often gets the spot-
light when it comes to theme parks.
This year is no exception with the

openings of Disney World’s Pandora-World of
Avatar and Universal’s Volcano Bay water
park. But plenty of new attractions are open-
ing elsewhere, from interactive rides that
offer different experiences each time you go,
to new parks in Alabama and North Carolina.

Disneyland
Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, California,

has one of the biggest theme park openings
this season with Guardians of the Galaxy:
Mission BREAKOUT! Riders take part in an
adventure to free the Guardian superheroes,
who have been captured. Multiple scenarios
for resolving the story means it’s a little differ-
ent each time you ride.

Seaworld
SeaWorld, which has weathered criticism

and declining attendance related to its orca
programs, is launching new attractions in San
Diego, replacing a theatrical-style whale show
with a more educational experience called
Orca Encounter. The show will have a three-
story digital screen presenting graphics and
information along with live whales. SeaWorld
San Diego also opens Electric Ocean on park
pathways after dark, with light displays of
glowing sea creatures and live performers. 

Also new: Ocean Explorer, with multiple
aquariums, rides and digital technology. Its
marquee ride, Submarine Quest, offers riders
individualized experiences, while Tentacle
Twirl flies guests in chairs suspended from jel-
lyfish tentacles. SeaWorld San Antonio in
June opens a multilaunch roller coaster, Wave
Breaker: The Rescue Coaster, with jet ski-style
cars racing over water to rescue animals in
distress.

New parks in the south
The Park at OWA is tentatively scheduled

to open mid-July in Foley near Alabama’s Gulf
Coast beaches. Its 21 rides include Rollin’
Thunder coaster, much anticipated by thrill
ride fans. H2OBX, a $46 million water park, is
expected to open on North Carolina’s Outer
Banks in June with more than 20 water slides,
pools and attractions, including Deep Six
Adventure Lagoon with climbing walls, an
obstacle course and balance pads.

Six flags
Justice League: Battle for Metropolis, an

immersive action dark ride, has guests joining
forces with superheroes at Six Flags Over
Georgia in Austell; Six Flags Magic Mountain
in Valencia, California; and Six Flags Great
Adventure in Jackson, New Jersey. A 4-D free-
fly roller coaster called The Joker debuts at Six
Flags New England, Six Flags Over Texas in
Arlington and Six Flags Great America in
Gurnee, Illinois.

From Hollywood to Dollywood
Universal Studios Hollywood in Los

Angeles debuts Nighttime Lights at Hogwarts
Castle in late June. The colorful display,
accompanied by music, will  i l luminate
Hogwarts’ four houses, Gryffindor, Ravenclaw,
Hufflepuff and Slytherin, at Universal’s
Wizarding World of Harry Potter.

Drop Line, a drop tower at Dollywood in
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, is a free-fall experi-
ence more than 20 stories above Dollywood’s
Timber Canyon. 

The ride’s gondola spins around the tower
for a bird’s-eye view of the Great Smoky
Mountains. Also new: Dolly Parton’s Smoky
Mountain Adventure Dinner and Show, with

Parton’s music and characters drawn from her
childhood stories.

Sandusky, Ohio
Cedar Point has a new 18-acre water park,

Cedar Point Shores, on Lake Erie’s shores,
recalling the park’s origins as a beach resort.
Attractions include Point Plummet, a six-story
body slide with riders in individual pods.
Portside Plunge offers inner tube rides, first in
an enclosed area, then down hills before hit-
ting a pool. For young children, there’s
Lakeslide Landing and Lemmy’s Lagoon.

Also in Sandusky, the Kalahari Resort
water park debuts five attractions this sum-
mer: the Stingray raft slide, Sahara Sidewinder

slide, Tornado Alley funnels, Serengeti
Spinner body slide and Extreme Rush, which
drops riders into a loop and then a pool.

Elsewhere
Seaside Heights, New Jersey, has a new

roller coaster called Hydrus to replace a coast-
er that was left partially submerged in the
ocean after Superstorm Sandy in 2012. The
new coaster was built safely inland above the
beach rather than out over the water. In
Pennsylvania, Dorney Park in Allentown
debuts the circular ride Kaleidoscope and the
live show “Cirque Imagine.” 

Hersheypark in Hershey opens Hershey
Triple Tower with three drop towers of differ-
ent heights and thrill  levels. Glenwood
Caverns Adventure Park in Glenwood Springs,
Colorado, will  debut the underground
Haunted Mine Drop. Legoland California
Resort in Carlsbad, California, has a new “Star
Wars” display featuring lights, sound effects,
animation and six scenes from “Star Wars: The
Force Awakens.”

In Williamsburg, Virginia, at Busch Gardens’
New France village, InvadR is the park’s first
wooden coaster with nine airtime hills, a
wooded terrain and an underground tunnel.
At the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk,
Shockwave offers motorcycle-style seats
around a spinning disc on a curling track, and
Typhoon swings riders upside-down on two
spinning arms over the boardwalk. New at
Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena Park, California:
Sol Spin, with six spinning arms, and two
water park rides: The Wedge, a family raft ride,
and Shore Break with six water slides, includ-
ing chambers that launch riders into a near-
vertical drop through curves, loops, a flume
and tube slides. — AP

Orlando’s not the only hot spot: 
Theme park fun around US 

This undated image provided by Cedar Point in Sandusky, Ohio, shows an artist’s ren-
dering of Point Plummet, a six-storey body slide that’s part of a new 18-acre water
park called Cedar Point Shores. — AP photos

This rendering provided by SeaWorld San Diego shows Orca Encounter, a new attraction that replaces the theme park’s theatri-
cal-style whale show with a more educational experience. 


