
The ‘Top Gun’ sequel will be
called ‘Top Gun: Maverick’.  Tom
Cruise - who played Lt. Pete

Mitchell aka Maverick in the 1986
movie and will return for the sequel -
revealed the title to Access
Hollywood, adding “you don’t need a
number in all sequel titles”. Tom also
revealed the movie will be similar to
the original, explaining: “Aviators are
back, the need for speed. We’re going
to have big, fast machines. It’s going
to be a competition film, like the first
one ... but a progression for Maverick.”
The original ‘Top Gun’ movie was
directed by the late Tony Scott - who
died in 2012 - and also starred Kelly
McGillis, Val Kilmer, Anthony Edwards,
and Tom Skerritt.  In the movie, Cruise
plays a cocky aspiring pilot who falls

in love with the beautiful instructor
Charlie Blackwood, played by
McGillis. It was recently revealed that
Joseph Kosinski is being tipped to
direct the ‘Top Gun’ sequel, after hav-
ing previously worked with lead actor
Cruise when he directed ‘Oblivion’ in
2013. According to Variety magazine,
Joseph has yet to receive the official
offer from Tom - who reportedly met
with other directors whilst filming for
‘Mission: Impossible 6’ - but the film-
maker is believed to be out in front
after Tom was impressed with his
vision for the sequel. Meanwhile,

Justin Marks was recently linked to
the film as the screenwriter behind
the sequel which reportedly explores
drone technology and the end of the
dogfighting era that the original film
brought to life. Speculation about a
follow-up to the classic movie have
been circulating since 2008, when it
was reported Hollywood bosses were
keen to resurrect the feature. A
source said at the time: “The idea is
Maverick is at the Top Gun school as
an instructor - and this time it is he
who has to deal with a cocky new
female pilot.”
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Patty Jenkins’
heart sank when 

Gal Gadot was cast
in Wonder Woman 

Patty Jenkins says her “heart sank” when Gal Gadot
was first cast as Wonder Woman. The 45-year-old
filmmaker admits she was gutted when she found

out the part had already been cast without her consulta-
tion but was thrilled when she saw Gal in action. She told
Playboy magazine: “I remember when I read in the news
that Wonder Woman had been cast and my heart sank. I
had been talking to the studio for so long about doing it
and I was like well ‘that’s that’. I’m sure we wouldn’t have
made the same choice. “Frankly, I think they did a better
job than I could have because I don’t know that I would
have scoured the earth as hard to find her. I don’t know
that I would’ve looked internationally. I would have just
looked for an American girl.” And Patty previously admitted
she is “amazed” by how little changed from the first cut of
‘Wonder Woman’ to the finished movie. She added: “You
know, it’s not like a long journey didn’t happen but what
amazes me is how little has actually changed from the first
cut other than tightening ... little changes to the final bat-
tle, that was really it. “I think that what I ended up finding
about the final battle was I was hitting emotional points for
Diana that I really wanted to hit but I felt a craving for some
other kinds of emotional gratification and engagement
that we tried to accentuate even more. “I think what you
learn is rhythm, tone, humor where the jokes are happen-
ing but in our case, I just now can finally say all this. We did-
n’t cut one scene in this movie nor did we change the order
of one scene in this movie from the script that we went in
shooting with.”

Aretha    Franklin
reveals    details     of her

new album 

Aretha Franklin hopes to release her new album
in January. The 75-year-old icon is currently
working on a new record, and despite her

advancing years, Aretha’s zest for making songs
remains as strong as ever. She shared: “I’m working on
a couple of things. I think there will be about 10
[songs] on it, maybe 11, but I’m thinking 10.” Aretha
also revealed that her new album will feature collabo-
rations with the likes of Sir Elton John, Lionel Richie
and Stevie Wonder. Previewing her new record, the
‘Natural Woman’ hitmaker told Billboard: “Lionel’s
working on his piece, Stevie’s working on his piece;
they’re both originals.” Aretha previously admitted she
is “winding” down her on-stage career due to her age.
But the Grammy Award-winning star has insisted she
would love to continue to tour if she were able to.
Aretha explained: “After 54 years of travelling and fly-
ing and all of that can be very tiring, and even the tour
bus takes a lot out of you. “I’m not happy; I’ll put it like
that. I’m not happy, exactly, about not doing some-
thing that you’ve been doing for 54 years that you real-
ly, really love. But there’s a warranty on everything.
Nothing lasts forever.” Despite this, Aretha admitted to
having other ambitions beyond her music career.
Speaking in reference to her touring schedule, she
explained: “I just won’t be travelling the way I used to
or doing anything like I used to in terms of concerts. “It
used to be five or six; I’ll only be doing one, maybe two
- and maybe none. But I have other things I want to do.
There’s a lot going on.”

movie choices 

Lonely Austin Swift
found refuge in movies 

Austin Swift turned to acting because he was an out-
sider in high school. The 25-year-old brother of
Taylor Swift - who has had roles in ‘Live by Night’

and ‘I.T.’, admitted that weighing 250lbs as a teenager left
him virtually friendless and he turned to movies to get
through some tough teen years. He explained to Vanity
Fair: “I didn’t have a lot of friends. I would go to the movies,
and Daniel Craig was my friend, and Christian Bale was my
friend, and Clive Owen was my friend, and Viggo
Mortensen was my friend.” And although Taylor, 27, knew
from a young age that she wanted to be a singer, it took
Austin a little longer to find his own path. He said: “She
found singing, and I knew from very early on that that was
her direction. She was never going to quit; that was her
thing, that was her life ... and I was always a little bit, you
know, doing this, doing that.” While he has not followed his
sister into the music business, Austin has learned a great
deal from her. He said: “Something I learned myself, and
learned through watching her, is respect. You just respect
everyone’s time, everyone that you’re working with. They’re
all there, it’s all their lives, and you need to put the work in
to be worth that.” Earlier this year, it was revealed that
Austin has been offered a guest slot in season two of ‘Still
The King’ alongside Billy Ray Cyrus, who plays scandal-rid-
den Elvis impersonator Vernon Brownmule, aka ‘Burnin’
Vernon.’  Taylor’s brother will star as Tyler, the manager of
Nashville’s premiere music venue The Bluebird CafÈ and
he’ll share the screen with Hollywood veteran Richard
Dreyfus’ niece Natalie Dreyfuss, who reprises her role from
series one Leia. Austin is steadily building his acting career,
having graduated from Notre Dame’s prestigious
Department of Film, Television and Theater in 2015. 

— Bang Showbiz

Amy Schumer brings “real” to Goldie
Hawn’s l i fe.  The ‘Snatched’ star
developed such a close bond with

her ‘Snatched’ co-star, she claims she is
now “winning” over the veteran actress’
daughter Kate Hudson and believes she
stops her friend from having everything
too “perfect”. She said: “I’m pretty confi-
dent I’m winning in the daughter stakes.
Kate is too pretty, too perfect - Goldie
needs some real in her life. “Everything is
too perfect, Kurt (Russell, her partner) is
too perfect, her beautiful sons are too
perfect, her grandkids... she needs a dis-
appointment, a troubled daughter to bal-
ance it all out. “I’m edging Kate out and I
think I’m winning.” Amy was overjoyed to
persuade Goldie out of retirement for the
movie because she has always been a fan

of the 71-year-old star. She said: “I love
her. I have loved her forever. I love her
more than a person could love someone
without being sexual with them. And
that’s not out of the question. Things are
about to get very weird... “She’s the great-
est movie star of all time. I’ve seen her
moves a hundred times. She’s not an icon
to me, she is  the icon.” And the
‘ Trainwreck ’ actress was pleased the
‘Housesitter’ star treated her as an “equal”
on their movie. She added to heat maga-
zine: “To be in a room with her and have
her listen to my ideas, and be so receptive
and really give me this voice and freedom
to collaborate with her, because Goldie
Hawn doesn’t have to listen to me. But she
did, she made me feel like an equal. That
was really, really nice.”

Chris Pine had to “come to terms
with” Gal Gadot having a more
“badass” role than him in ‘Wonder

Woman’. The hunky actor plays Steve
Trevor, the love interest to the actress’ titu-
lar character and while he had a “good
time” working with the 32-year-old beauty,
he joked it was a blow to the ego to have
fewer action scenes or stunts than his co-
star. He said: “I thought she was great, and
we all had a good time. “Quite honestly,
she had all this wire work and stuff and I
really like guns and jumping and getting
hit and brawling. “She saves me, and some-
times I save her. But she’s definitely way
more badass than I am, and my little man
ego had to come to terms with that fast.”
The 36-year-old actor admitted it was
“nice” not to have the lead role in a film
and the pressure that comes with having
to “carry” a project, and insisted it doesn’t
bother him whether or not he has top
billing. Asked if he is co-lead or a support-
ing character, he told SFX magazine: “I
don’t know. I mean, the movie is called
“Wonder Woman’, so it’s definitely Gal’s
show and she does a tremendous job lead-
ing it. “And yeah, I’m there to basically fall
in love with her and to go on this journey
that she leads to essentially save the world.
“There was definitely a nice diminishing of
responsibilities [rather than] to have to car-
ry something. “I really have no problem
with where I am on the call sheet.”

Chris Pine took ego check 

Rita Ora’s mother loves the ‘Fifty Shades’ movie fran-
chise. The 26-year-old star appears in ‘Fifty Shades of
Grey’ and ‘Fifty Shades Darker’, both of which are

based on the erotic novels of author E.L. James - and Rita
has revealed that her mother Vera is a big fan of the
steamy films. The blonde beauty, who plays the part of
Christian Grey’s sister, Mia, in the in the money-spinning
franchise, shared: “She loves it. She went to go see them
with my dad and my little brother. Mum loves those films.
She’s already asking, ‘When’s the next one?’” Vera is a
trained psychiatrist who hails from Albania, but when she
made the switch to the UK as a refugee in the early 90s,
her qualifications didn’t transcend the border. As a result,
she had to start her life from “scratch”, according to Rita,
who has admitted to being inspired by her mother’s
resilience in the face of so much adversity.  Rita told #leg-
end: “She had to start from scratch. And she was beating
breast cancer while she was studying. She’d go through
chemo and still study. It was 10 years ago.  “She’s just in
the best place ever and has gone through some s**t. She’s
my favorite person. I can talk about her all day. I see her as
often as I can and, trust me, she stays in touch.”

Rita Ora’s mother loves 
the Fifty Shades movies 

Priyanka Chopra is “very conscious”
about picking movie roles that
“break stereotypes”. The ‘Baywatch’

star wants to improve how the industry
treats women of all races and uses her
own roles to break down stereotypes cre-
ated by the film industry. She said: “I felt
like this was my first English language film
- I’m an Indian girl, would I be able to
translate that? Is the world ready for a girl
who looks like this to be a mainstream vil-
lain in a mainstream global movie? “I used
to get a little worried about that, but I’ve
seen so much love and acceptance from
at least both parts that I ’ve played
[‘Baywatch’ and ‘Quantico’] and they’ve
both been very mainstream, so it’s been a
very conscious decision on my end to play
parts which break stereotypes of what
someone like me should play. “I really do
think that people are put in boxes and
we’ve created so many divisions between
us of what someone should be and what
someone looks like and what they should
be doing that we completely forget that

art transcends borders, art transcends lan-
guage.” And the 34-year-old actress liked
playing the villainous Victoria Leeds in
‘Baywatch’. Speaking to BUILD in London,
she added: “I tried to keep her ethnically
ambiguous because I thought it would be
cool for her to just be a woman of the
world who’s playing ball in a man’s world -
and she’s ambitious. There’s a little bit of a
back story where she says in a scene, ‘My
brother was given the family business
because he’s a boy even though I have the
business acumen,’ and that resonates with
so many people around the world. “Being
a villain in a comedy is actually really diffi-
cult because it could be over the top! The
budgets of American movies are pretty
much triple the movies that I’ve ever
done, but the demographics that Indian
movies enjoy are global and it’s so won-
derful to see that sort of transition of
audiences happening, where people of
Indian audiences or people who enjoy
Indian movies are now maybe seeing me
in my American work.”
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