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The xx performed a stunning head-
line set at Primavera Sound in
Barcelona on Friday. The electron-

ic-indie trio from south London are in
the middle of a massive tour and took to
the stage last night at the Parc del Forum
to perform a number of their new dance
hits from their latest album ‘I See You,’
and a series of fan favorite tracks from
their breakout record ‘xx’ and follow up
LP ‘Coexist’. Despite being on the road in
the US and Europe since January, bassist
Oliver Sim admitted he was “nervous” in
front of the huge crowd and told music
goers: “Do you know what, I’m very nerv-
ous, I don’t know why, it’s only because I
care.” The xx - which also includes song-
writer Jamie Smith and guitarist Romy
Madley Croft - brought their magnificent
stage production to the industrial site,
including their rainbow spectacle of
lights and revolving metallic columns
used during their ‘Night & Day’ tour.
Singers Romy and Oliver opened the set
with old favorites ‘Crystalized’, ‘Islands’,

and ‘Infinity, and slowed the pace mid-
way, with tracks ‘Replica’ and
‘Performance’. The group ended their
energetic performance with a mini DJ
set from Jamie - who is also known as
Jamie XX - which kicked off with ‘Shelter’
before delighting fans with their 2017
hit ‘On Hold’ and Jamie’s solo effort
‘Loud Places’. Other acts to perform at
the 17th addition of Primavera Sound
were Solange, Bon Iver, Slayer and
Aphex Twin on Thursday. Red Bull TV
presenter Will Best - who will continue
to host the platform’s live stream of
the festival at redbull.tv/primavera-
sound tonight from 9pm CEST -
praised the Spanish music extravagan-
za for bringing together artists and
their fans from different genres of
music. Speaking to Bang Showbiz, he
said: “When Solange was doing her
amazing soul, future R ‘n’ B stuff, to Bon
Iver doing his thing and then Slayer,
and then Aphex Twin, this festival defi-
nitely brings people together.”
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Birdy may treat her fans to a new song at Glastonbury. The ‘Skinny
Love’ hitmaker - whose real name is Jasmine van den Bogaerde -
has been tucked away at her family home in Hampshire, South

West England writing songs for her fourth studio album and if she gets
one ready in time for the festival in Somerset, where she is playing the
Avalon Stage this month, she may debut one of them. Speaking exclu-
sively to BANG Showbiz, she said: “Maybe, I’ve been thinking about it. It
depends if they are ready or not. I am so looking forward to it because
I’ve never played before.” The 21-year-old singer says her new music is
sounding “soulful”. On how her follow-up to 2016’s ‘Beautiful Lies’ is
coming along, she said: “My music is going in a soulful direction. “I’ve
moved back home to the countryside and I’ve just been writing a lot
for the new album.  “I haven’t finished anything yet I am just trying to
get it together.”  Birdy teamed up with American Express(r) to perform
an exclusive, acoustic set, underneath the iconic courtyard location of
London’s Summer Series at Somerset House music festival where she
will be performing on 12 July.

Grande re-releases 
One Last Time to 
raise money for 

Manchester victims

Ariana Grande has re-released ‘One Last Time’ to raise mon-
ey for the victims of the Manchester terror attack. The ‘Into
You’ hitmaker had just finished performing in the north-

west city in England a couple of weeks ago when there was an
explosion in the foyer of the venue, killing 22 people and leaving
over 100 injured. And now the 23-year-old singer has re-listed her
song on iTunes to help raise money for the We Love Manchester
Emergency Fund. A message posted alongside the new single
reads: “Some of the world’s biggest pop stars - including Justin
Bieber, Coldplay, Katy Perry, Miley Cyrus, Pharrell Williams, Take
That, Niall Horan, Little Mix, Robbie Williams and Black Eyed Peas -
join forces for Ariana Grande’s One Love Manchester concert to
support those affected by the tragic events of May 22. “Stand unit-
ed with Manchester: download Ariana’s ‘One Last Time’ and watch
the concert live on Apple Music. All proceeds from each sale of the
track featured on the page will be donated to the We Love
Manchester Emergency Fund in coordination with the British Red
Cross.” It comes after Ariana - who is in Manchester to headline the
One Love benefit concert at Emirates Old Trafford cricket ground
yesterday - visited some of her injured fans at Royal Manchester
Children’s Hospital. One fan, 10-year-old Jaden Farrell-Mann, who
suffered fractures to both of her legs and has a number of shrap-
nel wounds, was overjoyed at seeing her idol. Her mother said:
“Jaden was just sat there watching TV and she walked in. She was
absolutely amazed. It was a complete surprise. She has a big smile
anyway but it got even bigger, Ariana gave her a hug and a kiss,
she was in awe. It was absolutely fantastic to see, she was so hap-
py.” Whilst her father Peter wrote on Facebook: “This means more

to us than all the amazing things people have done this week.
So happy she came I could burst. Never seen Jaden so

happy; even cried again myself.”
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Rita Ora: I approach my 
aspirations ‘like a man’

Rita Ora approaches her ambitions “like a man”.
The 26-year-old star has previously spoken about
her long-term aspiration of building her own

empire - but Rita has admitted that, unlike Tyra Banks,
her co-star on ‘America’s Next Top Model’, she isn’t able
to multi-task. Asked about her ambitions, Rita shared: “I
just really want to make something so that I can retire
and be all right. You know what I mean? My parents
have always been really futuristic humans, always
thinking about the future. And we were just raised like
that. I didn’t know what I meant by empire when I was
just starting out. I didn’t know.  “I did ‘America’s Next
Top Model’ and Tyra, she created an empire. I really
respect people who do that because it just makes you
look really multi-tasking, you know? I mean, to be hon-
est, I can’t even pass my driving test, let alone start an
empire. I’m like a man: I focus on one thing. No offence.
I’ve got a bit of an Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder
about this.” Ultimately, Rita admitted that her central
aspiration is to please her parents, Vera and Besnik.
Rita’s family left Kosovo for political reasons and relo-
cated to London in the early 90s, where she subse-
quently developed her singing talents. Speaking to
#legend, Rita said: “I’ve become obsessed with creating
something because I’ve got a family and all that. My
parents, I want them to be happy.”

Niall Horan has been inspired by his roots on
his new album. The ‘Slow Hands’ hitmaker -
who hails from Mullingar in Ireland - is set to

release his debut solo record later this year and
revealed that there are definite Irish influences on
the album. He told Tmrw magazine: “I was recording
a song a couple of weeks ago, and it’s kind of got a
Damien Rice feel to it. “The producer said to me after-
wards ‘You have no idea how Irish you sound, when
you hear this!’ “He played it back to me and I was like
‘JESUS! I sound Irish there!’ There’s a lot of that stuff
on it.” Niall, 23, also joked that fans will think he is an
“emotional wreck” when they hear the record but he
insisted it’s not all inspired by personal experiences.
He said: “When you listen to it, you’ll probably just
think I was an emotional wreck. “There’s some really
personal stuff on it. It sounds really stalker-ish, but
the way I write is that I could be sitting on a train and
see a couple talking to each other and I’d think of a
concept around the way that they look at each other
or whatever. “I don’t write all of the time from person-
al experience - sometimes I have concepts.”
Meanwhile, Niall recently insisted that he would drop
his solo career in a heartbeat to join his One
Direction bandmates, Harry Styles, Liam Payne and
Louis Tomlinson, again. He said: “I told my managers
from the start: When One Direction comes knocking,
fook what I’m doing. I don’t give a s**t if I sold out
arenas or won Grammys. I wouldn’t be doing this if it
wasn’t for that.”
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Frank Iero jealous of
Gerard Way’s vocals 

Frank Iero has joked that he has “nothing but hatred”
for his “talented” former bandmate Gerard Way. The
35-year-old rocker now fronts his own solo project

Frank Iero and the Patience and admits he’s jealous of how
the ‘Helena’ singer, 40, could smoke and drink and still pull
off a blinding vocal performance at their My Chemical
Romance shows.  When asked if he has more respect for
the emo rock band’s former frontman now he is a singer,
he confessed to BANG Showbiz: “Oh yeah, well you know
what you do but then at the same time you realize that like
that he never warmed up or did anything, he just smoked
cigarettes and drank coffee all goddamn day and he could
sing like that, like wow man. Like to have a voice like that I
have nothing but hatred for people that are that talented.”
Frank says he never aspired to be a frontman as he could
think of nothing worse than having to orchestrate a crowd.
Asked if it was something he’d wanted to do for a long
time, he said: “I never wanted to. Never in a million years
like you couldn’t have paid me enough to be our frontman.
To be the one like when all the music stops and somebody
and you have to talk. Like that sounds terrible. Ask people,
like hundreds of people in a crowd if they feel OK tonight,
like nah that doesn’t sound like fun.”

Zara Larsson
cried over Beyonce 
Zara Larsson cried when she met Beyonce. The

19-year-old singer did her best to “play it cool”
when she met her idol backstage at a concert in

Sweden, but her emotions got the better of her. Asked
who her hero is, Zara said: “Beyonce. I met her after a
concert in Stockholm in 2013. I tried to play it cool but
I just cried. She was very sweet about it.” The ‘So Good’
singer is also a big fan of Rihanna. She said: “[I never
skip] ‘Work’ by Rihanna. It gets in your head for the rest
of the day.” Zara is proud of her outspoken views but
she admits she regrets some of the opinions she held
when she was younger. She confessed to Grazia maga-
zine: “I used to run a blog that I started when I was 12
or 13. There are some things out there I wish I’d never
written. I was so anti-feminist back then, I thought it
was super-lame. “But at the same time, I’m glad it’s
there, it proves people grow up and change.” The
Swedish star recently admitted she doesn’t care if her
strong opinions damage her career. She said: “I have an
impact, and I think if I can, you know, enlighten some-
one or change someone’s mind, then I think I did a
great thing. I am not really concerned about how it will
affect my career. “I think that some things are more
important than my career. And, I just can’t shut up! I
am very vocal about everything. Who I am on social
media is definitely who I am as a person.” And Zara is
very vocal on social media and likes to comment on
current affairs and issues that affect everybody. She
added: “I really look for things that are happening right
now, things that are trending on Twitter that spark
some kind of frustration in me, I guess. “Like I see some
injustice or inequality going on . . .  obviously in
America, since Trump, or in Poland when they were
debating about making abortion illegal - there are so
many different places. “It’s not like I wake up and
everything is just great, and everything is equal, and
I’m like, ‘I’m going to be a mad b***h today’, that’s not
really what it’s about.”

Katy Perry 
announces 

UK and European
tour dates 

Katy Perry has announced the details of
the UK and European legs of her ‘Witness’
tour. The 32-year-old pop star is poised to

release her much-anticipated fifth studio album
on June 9 and Katy has revealed, via her
Instagram and Twitter pages, that she is to
extend ‘Witness: The Tour’ to include gigs in a
host of European countries, starting in Cologne,
Germany, on May 23. Subsequently, the
‘Chained To The Rhythm’ hitmaker will perform
in Belgium, Holland, France, Switzerland, Italy,
Austria, Denmark, Sweden and Scotland, before
she closes her tour on June 25 with a show at
Newcastle’s Metro Radio Arena. Alongside a
promotional video for her tour, Katy wrote on
Twitter: “HELLO, HALLO, CIAO, BONJOUR! I can’t
wait to [see] you, UK/Europe! Tickets on sale
Friday 9 June (sic)” In total, Katy will play six gigs
in England across six different cities, between
June 14, when she will perform at London’s O2
Arena, and the end of her tour. Before then,
Katy is to perform at Ariana Grande’s One Love
Manchester concert on yesterday which is
being staged in aid of the victims of the recent
terrorist attack at Manchester Arena. The star-
studded event at Emirates Old Trafford will also
feature performances from the likes of Take
That, Niall Horan, Miley Cyrus and Justin Bieber,
with Ariana poised to take a central role on her
return to the city.


