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BOONE: Vice President Mike Pence arrives at an annual fundraiser for US Sen
Joni Ernst, R-Iowa. —AP

DES MOINES: Vice President Mike Pence
on Saturday reassured Iowa conserva-
tives, some of them cool to Donald
Trump, that the president will deliver on
his campaign promises to boost the
economy. Speaking at the annual
fundraiser of Iowa Sen Joni Ernst, Pence
told more than 1,400 Iowa Republicans
that, thanks to Trump, “American busi-
nesses are growing again, they are
investing in America again.”

Pence promoted low unemployment
and the economy’s overall health, which
he attributed to Trump’s cancellation of
regulations enacted under President
Barack Obama. In particular,  he
described pulling out of the internation-
al climate agreement reached in Paris as
a show of support for US workers.
“President Donald Trump chose to put
the forgotten men and women of
America first,” Pence said at the sun-
drenched Central Iowa Expo in rural
Boone, Iowa.

But Pence also pressured Iowa’s
Senate delegation not to relent on
Trump’s centerpiece campaign promise
to replace the 2010 federal health care
law, despite caution from Ernst and sen-
ior Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley that
uprooting Obama’s overhaul was unlike-
ly in the Senate. “We’ve got more work
to do,” Pence said. “First and foremost,
this summer, this Congress must come
together and heed the president’s lead-
ership and we must repeal and replace
Obama care.”

Conservative agenda
Pence’s work to solidify Republican

support in Iowa, which Trump won in
November by 9 percentage points, came
amid caution from the state’s influential
Christian conservatives who have said
Trump had more to prove to them. “I’m
still waiting to see a conservative agen-
da put forward,” Iowa Republican Kay
Quirk, a retired nurse from the socially
conservative northwest region of the
state, said before Pence spoke. “I haven’t
given up hope by any means. But I’m still
waiting.”

Pence suggested Trump had made a
good start and noted the confirmation
of his nominee to the Supreme Court,
Neil Gorsuch, a favorite of conservatives.
Trump also “has stood for the sanctity of
human life,” Pence said. Trump’s latest
budget proposal would prohibit any
funding for certain entities that provide
abortions, including Planned
Parenthood. Federal law already pro-
hibits money for abortion.

Pence did not mention Trump’s diffi-
culties, including investigations over
whether people associated with Trump’s

campaign or administration colluded
with the Russians to influence the 2016
elections and over the president’s firing
of the man investigating the matter, for-
mer FBI Director James Comey. Mike
Demastus, a pastor from Des Moines,
pointed to Trump’s announcement
Thursday that he would keep, at least for
now, the US Embassy in Israel in Tel Aviv.
Trump promised during the campaign
last year to move the embassy to
Jerusalem, the place most closely associ-
ated with the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ.

‘Moral issues’ 
“When it comes to moral issues, he

hasn’t moved the needle one notch,”
Demastus said. It’s not as if there is a
revolt brewing within the Iowa GOP.
Republicans control both houses of the
Iowa Legislature, the governor’s office,
both US Senate seats and three of four
House seats. And the vast majority of
Iowa Republicans approve of the job
Trump is doing. Surveys this year have
shown Trump’s job approval among
Republicans around 85 percent, about
the same as it is nationally.

But there’s more potential meaning to
that slice of Republicans who don’t give
Trump the nod in Iowa than in other
states. Trump finished second to Texas
Sen. Ted Cruz in Iowa’s leadoff presiden-
tial caucuses last year, and many of
Cruz’s supporters say they would back
him again if he runs. A number of them,
including Quirk, have scheduled a Cruz
campaign reunion for this summer, and
are planning to travel to 

Texas to volunteer for his 2018 Senate
campaign. Emerging national
Republican figures also have been
accepting invitations to meet Iowa party
activists. Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton
headlined a county GOP dinner in con-
servative western Iowa last month,
though he firmly dismissed the idea that
he was making plans to run in
2020.Nebraska Sen Ben Sasse, a frequent
and vocal critic of Trump, plans to head-
line a central Iowa county Republican
dinner in July.

Pence would seem to be the right val-
idator for Trump in Iowa. Ninety percent
of Iowa Republicans approved of the job
Pence was doing in a February Des
Moines Register Iowa Poll, 6 percentage
points ahead of Trump. In November,
Trump’s campaign dispatched Pence to
the state less than a week before the
election. Then Indiana’s governor and
popular among social conservatives, he
told Iowa Republicans during that
eleventh-hour visit, “It’s time to come
home.”—AP

Pence backs Trump’s economic

efforts during visit to Iowa

MINNEAPOLIS: Minnesota regulators
are getting ready to open a series of 22
public meetings on an oil pipeline proj-
ect that opponents have dubbed the
next Dakota Access pipeline struggle.
Enbridge Energy is seeking approval to
replace its aging Line 3 pipeline across
northern Minnesota. The meetings
along the proposed route are meant to
give the public a chance to comment on
the draft environmental review for the
project, which was released last month.
The first two meetings are scheduled for
Tuesday, and a final decision from
Minnesota isn’t expected until next year.
A look at some of the key issues:

The pipeline
Calgary, Alberta-based Enbridge built

Line 3 in the 1960s to carry Canadian
crude to its terminal in Superior,
Wisconsin. It runs from Hardisty, Alberta,
to Enbridge’s terminal in Clearbrook in
northwestern Minnesota, to Superior.
Most of the US portion of the route is in
Minnesota, though it also clips a corner
of North Dakota. Enbridge proposed
the $7.5 billion replacement project
because the deteriorating pipeline is
now restricted to 390,000 barrels per
day. The replacement would restore
the original capacity of 760,000 barrels
per day.

The company says the existing Line 3
is in an already crowded corridor. It says
the best way to replace it is to follow the

existing path as far as Clearbrook, then
take a new more southerly route to
Superior. The draft review looks at the
proposed route as well as four alterna-
tive paths but does not recommend one
over the other. The new route would cut
through Mississippi River headwaters
region and the pristine lake country of
northern Minnesota where Native
Americans harvest wild rice and hold
treaty rights.

The objections
Tribal groups say Enbridge’s preferred

route risks oil spills in sensitive areas,
and the six Ojibwe bands in the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe are prepar-
ing their own environmental impact
statement. Environmental groups also
oppose the project because Line 3 car-
ries Canadian tar sands crude, which
takes more energy to produce than con-
ventional oil.

A leading opponent is Winona
LaDuke, executive director of Honor the
Earth, based on the White Earth
Reservation. LaDuke depicts Line 3 as
the next Dakota Access fight, and there
are parallels in the ways that Native
American concerns have fueled the
opposition to both projects.  The
Standing Rock Sioux tribe considers
Dakota Access a threat to its water sup-
ply. That pipeline began shipping oil for
customers Thursday. Protests over Line 3
have been on a much smaller scale than

the protests over Dakota Access, which
brought thousands of people to North
Dakota and resulted in 761 arrests.

The arguments for line 3
Enbridge says Line 3 is a vital link in

its system, and the replacement would
help it continue to meet the demand for
Canadian oil from refineries in
Minnesota, Wisconsin and elsewhere.
The project is already fully approved in
Canada and Wisconsin. Permits are
pending in North Dakota Line 3’s sup-
porters include the Jobs for Minnesotans
coalition of business and labor groups,
which tout the more than 1,500 con-
struction and related jobs it would bring
to the state, and the tax benefits.

The meetings and next steps
The Minnesota Department of

Commerce is hosting public meetings
that begin tomorrow in Bagley and Grand
Rapids and finish June 22 in Gully and
Bemidji. Regulators will consider meeting
testimony and written comments in shap-
ing the final version of the environmental
impact statement. That will be followed
by more hearings in September and
October. The Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission will then decide whether to
grant the certificate of need and route
permit for the project. The commission is
expected to hold hearings on those ques-
tions in November and make a final deci-
sion next April. —AP

Minnesota to open 22 meetings on disputed Enbridge pipeline

WASHINGTON: Rick Perry twice ran
for president and appeared as a con-
testant on “Dancing with the
Stars.”But since becoming President
Donald Trump’s energy secretary,
Perry has kept a low profile and
rarely has been seen publicly around
Washington. Comedian Hasan
Minhaj joked at the White House
Correspondents’ Association dinner
that Perry must be “sitting in a room
full of plutonium waiting to become
Spider-Man. That’s just my hunch.”

In truth, Perry has been busy but
far away from the capital. He has
toured Energy Department sites
around the country, represented the
Trump administration at meeting in
Italy and pledged to investigate a
tunnel collapse at a radioactive
waste storage site in Washington
State. Perry has visited a shuttered
nuclear waste dump at Nevada’s
Yucca Mountain and cautiously
began a year’s long process to revive
it. On Thursday, Perry embarked on a
nine-day trip to Asia, where he
planned to check on the progress
made since a 2011 nuclear melt-
down in Fukushima, Japan, and reaf-
firm the US commitment to help
decontaminate and decommission
damaged nuclear reactors. Perry also
was to represent the United States at
a clean energy meeting in Beijing.

Time of his life 
The former Texas governor says

he’s having the time of his life run-
ning an agency he once pledged to
eliminate. Perry has emerged as a
strong defender of the department’s
work, especially the 17 national labs
that conduct cutting-edge research
on everything from national security
to renewable energy.”I’m telling you
officially the coolest job I’ve ever had
is being secretary of energy and it’s
because of these labs,” the 67-year-
old Perry told an audience last
month at Idaho National Laboratory,
one of several he has visited since
taking office in March.

“If you work at a national lab ,you
are making a difference,” Perry said.
The energy chief soon will have a
chance to back up those words when
he and other officials head to Capitol
Hill to defend a budget proposal that
slashes funding for science, renew-
able and energy efficiency.

Perry probably will be asked to
defend Trump’s decision to with-
draw from the landmark Paris cli-
mate accord. Perry said Thursday
that the US remains committed to
clean energy and is confident offi-
cials can “drive economic growth
and protect the environment at the
same time.”The administration has
called for cutting the Office of
Science, which includes 10 national
labs, by 17 percent. The proposed
budget would reduce spending for

renewable and nuclear energy,
eliminate the popular Energy Star
program to enhance efficiency and
gut an agency that promotes
research and development of
advanced energy technologies.

‘Not my first rodeo’ 
Perry, who served 14 years as

Texas governor, likened the spend-
ing plan to an opening offer that
he expects to see significantly
changed in Congress.”I will remind
you this is not my first rodeo when
it comes to budgeting,” he said dur-
ing a recent tour of the Oak Ridge

National Laboratory in
Tennessee.”Hopefully we will be
able to make that argument to our
friends in Congress that what DOE
is involved with plays a vital role,
not only in the security of America
but the economic well-being of the
country as we go forward,” he said.

Energy lobbyist Frank Maisano
said Perry’s actions show instincts
honed in his tenure as Texas’s
longest-serving governor.”He’s try-
ing to find out what he needs to

find out -  hearing about these
issues from the front l ines,”
Maisano said. While Perry will nev-
er match the scientific expertise of
his most recent predecessors at the
Energy Department, nuclear physi-
cists Steven Chu and Ernest Moniz,
his political skills may offset that
knowledge gap, Maisano said.

During his Oak Ridge visit, Perry
pledged to be “a strong advocate”
for Oak Ridge and other labs. He
has spoken out in favor of renew-
able energy such as wind and solar
power, noting that while he was
governor, Texas maintained its tra-

ditional role as a top driller for oil
and natural gas, and emerged as
the leading producer of wind pow-
er in the United States and a top 10
provider of solar power. Abigail
Hopper, president and CEO of the
Solar Energy Industries
Association, said she had “a very
positive conversation” with Perry at
a meeting in April.”He was very
interested in our technology and
how it can be utilized,” she said in
an interview.

Perry also “knew exactly where
Texas was in solar installation,”
Hopper said, No. 9 in the nation,
compared with its top ranking
among wind-producing states.
Hopper,  a  former Interior
Depar tment off ic ial  under
President Barack Obama, said she
and Perry did not discuss her fed-
eral service but did talk about
how national labs can boost the
solar  industr y.” I t  was good to
make that connection between
the research and how it translates
into the marketplace,” she said.
“He gets it.”— AP

Perry enjoys running an 

agency he vowed to kill
A strong defender of the department’s work

DALLAS: In this April 21, 2017 file photo, Energy Rick Perry speaks to reporters at an Earth Day
display at Fair Park. —AP

PETERBOROUGH: Marilyn Harding cries as she
talks about her late husband and his death from
pancreatic cancer five years after retiring from a
three-decade career at the General Electric fac-
tory in her hometown.  Harding, who spent
nearly 40 years working at the plant until she
retired in 2004, has also had cancer, as have
many of her former colleagues. “Once we got out
of there and retired, everyone started to get
sick,” she said.

For more than a decade, several hundred
retirees from the hulking Peterborough plant,
which produced engines for trains and ships
among other things, have claimed illnesses linked
to exposure to toxins inside the factory. Now, they
may soon get the compensation they have
sought from the provincial government. Ontario
Labor Minister Kevin Flynn for the first time has
publicly called on the worker’s compensation
board to “bring justice” to about 300 former work-
ers whose health claims were previously denied.

“A number of people should have been treat-
ed better by the system,” Flynn said afterward in
an interview.  His support followed release of a
lengthy report conducted by researchers hired
by the union representing workers at the plant
that found exposure to more than 3,000 toxic

chemicals from 1945 to 2000 and significant
health problems among former employees. It
also came after an extensive series of reports by
The Toronto Star on the range of illnesses suf-
fered by former workers.

GE spokeswoman Kim Warburton said it is
cooperating with the worker’s compensation
board, the agency that evaluates and pays
claims. The company has not conceded that any
illnesses were caused by working at the plant
and says chemicals were used in what were
believed to be safe ways at the time. “As more
information became available about chemical
use, GE, like other industrial companies, took
action to reduce or eliminate their usage,”
Warburton said. “GE adhered to the health and
safety practices that were appropriate for the
time, and we have continually enhanced those
practices as scientific research and best practices
in industrial health and safety emerged.”

Less litigious system 
Workers in Ontario cannot sue their

employers for workplace injuries and illness
and must go through the board to seek com-
pensation. Employers pay insurance premiums
for injuries and illness. It’s a less litigious sys-

tem than in the US, but the GE retirees say the
system isn’t  work ing.  Generations of
Peterborough families worked in the 125-year-
old GE plant. Founded by Thomas Edison, it
was the city’s biggest employer and one of the
Canada’s largest factories, with more than
6,500 workers during the 1960s.

It now has just 440 employees producing
large motors for the mining and oil industries.
Peterborough, a city of about 123,000 people
90 miles northeast of Toronto, seems these
days more like a retirement community than a
major manufacturing hub, with the hospital
and a university the biggest employers.
Harding started working at the plant in 1965
and did a number of jobs.

A denial letter from Workplace Safety and
Insurance Board stipulates she didn’t have
enough exposure time to asbestos to qualify for
compensation for her bladder cancer. “I worked
in the plant 39 and three-quarter years. They
credited me with six and three-quarter years
that I worked around dangerous chemicals, so
what happened to the other 34 years?” she said.
“Did they change all the air in the plant and take
the chemicals away? It was a wide-open plant.
They said there were walls. There wasn’t.” —AP

GE plant retirees in Canada see hopes for health claims

In this May 12, 2014 file photo, Paul Stolen, a retired state biologist,
shows some of the sensitive wetland areas near Minnesota’s Itasca State
Park. —AP


