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BASEBALL

MONTREAL: Canadian champion
Adonis Stevenson stopped challenger
Andrzej Fonfara 28 seconds into the sec-
ond round to retain his World Boxing
Council world title on Saturday.

“I was very focused on him. I took my
time and finished the job,” said
Stevenson. The 39-year-old easily won
the rematch between the two light
heavyweights as Poland’s Fonfara barely
survived the opening round at the Bell

Centre Arena in Montreal.
Fonfara’s trainer Virgil Hunter stepped

in and stopped the fight early in the sec-
ond round because his boxer was taking
too much punishment. “I caught him
with my left. I knew he was coming so I
took the punch,” said Stevenson.

When Fonfara returned to his stool
after the first round, he looked dazed
and out of it. “He was hurt in first round,”
Hunter said. “He survived but when he

came back to the corner, he wasn’t all
the way there.

“I told him ‘In the second round, don’t
even throw a punch, just get yourself
back.’ He got caught with a punch.” It
was a rematch of their action-packed
meeting in 2014, when Fonfara sent
Stevenson to the canvas but was
knocked down twice himself as
Stevenson won by scores of 115-110,
115-110 and 116-109.

On Saturday, Fonfara was the first to
hit the canvas in the opening round.
Stevenson hurt him with a hard left to
the temple, which was followed quickly
by the knockdown.

Later in the round, a helpless Fonfara
had to be saved by the bell after
Stevenson trapped him in the corner
and was landing punches at will. 

The 39-year-old champion now
boasts a record of 29-1 with 24 knock-

outs. Fonfara, 29, who falls to 29-5 with
17 knockouts, was seeking a first world
title. Fonfara, who lives in Chicago, said
he will recover from this beating.

“He showed me tonight that he is the
champ. I have to train and come back
harder,” he said. Stevenson has been
talking about unifying the division, say-
ing previously he might fight the winner
of the upcoming bout between Sergey
Kovalev and Andre Ward. — AFP

Canadian champion Stevenson stops Fonfara in second round

BALTIMORE: Boston Red Sox’s Mookie Betts, right, slides safely across home plate on a single by Xander Bogaerts as Baltimore Orioles’ catcher Caleb Joseph, left, takes the throw in the eighth inning of a baseball game, Saturday, in
Baltimore. — AP

MIAMI: Edinson Volquez threw the sixth no-
hitter in Marlins history, facing the minimum
27 batters and beating the Arizona
Diamondbacks 3-0 on Saturday. Volquez (2-7)
struck out 10 and the two baserunners who
reached on walks were erased by double
plays. He needed 98 pitches, the last of those
striking out Chris Owings to complete the
masterpiece. It was the Marlins’ first no-hitter
since Henderson Alvarez pitched one against
Detroit on the final day of the 2013 regular
season. It’s the first no-hitter in the majors this
season and the first time Arizona was no-hit
since the Marlins’ Anibal Sanchez threw one
on Sept. 6, 2006. Volquez was nearly knocked
out of the game after only three pitches, when
he collided with Diamondbacks leadoff man
Rey Fuentes as he covered first and rolled his
ankle. But the 33-year-old righty from the
Dominican Republic stayed in.

ASTROS 6, RANGERS 5
Carlos Beltran had three hits and drove in

three runs as the Houston Astros extended
their major league-best winning streak to nine
in a row. Jose Altuve also had three hits for
Houston, including a key solo homer to lead
off the ninth. At 40-16, the Astros have the
best record in the majors and their best start
in franchise history. They are 14 games ahead
in the AL West over two-time defending divi-
sion champion Texas, which is 3-10 since a 10-
game winning streak that is still the longest in
the majors this season.

RED SOX 5, ORIOLES 2
David Price took a three-hitter into the

eighth inning to earn his first win of the sea-
son while Hanley Ramirez homered and drove
in three runs for the Boston Red Sox. Price (1-

0) allowed one run over seven-plus innings in
his second start since coming off the disabled
list with a strained left elbow. After belatedly
launching his 2017 season with an uneven
outing against the White Sox on Monday, Price
looked every bit l ike a five-time All-Star
against Baltimore. The left-hander gave up
three hits, struck out seven and did not allow a
runner past first base until Manny Machado
led off the seventh with a home run. Craig
Kimbrel gave up a ninth-inning run, but
picked up his 16th save.

YANKEES 7, BLUE JAYS 0
Brett Gardner, Matt Holliday, Starlin Castro

and Didi Gregorius all hit solo home runs in
the eighth inning, leading Jordan
Montgomery and the New York Yankees over
the Blue Jays. The Yankees tied the franchise
record with four homers in an inning. Gardner
led it off with a home run and then with two
outs, Holliday, Castro and Gregorius connect-
ed in succession. Jason Grilli became the first
reliever in Blue Jays history to allow four
homers in a single inning. This was the fourth
time the Yankees have hit four homers in an
inning - they last did it Oct. 1, 2012, against
Boston. They first did it in 1977 at Toronto,
with Cliff Johnson connecting twice and Lou
Piniella and Thurman Munson once each.
Montgomery (3-4) gave up three singles in six
innings for his first win since May 6 against the
Cubs. Joe Biagini (1-4) allowed three runs in a
career-high seven innings.

CUBS 5, CARDINALS 3
Kyle Schwarber hit his first career grand

slam in the bottom of the seventh inning to
rally the Cubs to victory over the St. Louis
Cardinals. Schwarber, who entered batting

.163 and was dropped to the ninth spot in the
lineup, hit the first pitch of the at-bat from St.
Louis starter Mike Leake (5-4) deep into the
bleachers in left-center.  Javier Baez also
homered for Chicago, which has won two
straight following a six-game losing streak.
Hector Rondon (1-1) pitched a scoreless sev-
enth to earn the win. Wade Davis got the final
three outs for his 12th save. Yadier Molina
homered and Jose Martinez had two RBIs for
the Cardinals.

BRAVES 6, REDS 5, 12 INNINGS
Matt Adams hit his first career grand slam

and connected again for a solo shot in the
12th inning to power the Atlanta Braves to a
victory over the Cincinnati Reds. Adams’ one-
out homer off Blake Wood (0-4) saved the
Braves after they blew a lead for the second
day in a row. It was Adams’ fourth career multi-
homer game, his first since 2014. Jim Johnson
(3-1) escaped a threat in the 11th and finished
it off for the win, a day after he blew a lead in
the ninth. The Reds rallied for a 3-2 lead in 10
innings on Friday night. The Braves won for
only the second time in seven extra-inning
games this season.

ATHLETICS 10, NATIONALS 4
Ryon Healy had two doubles and two

homers while Jed Lowrie doubled twice and
homered as the Athletics beat the Washington
Nationals. A day after being outscored by 10
runs, the A’s got off to a fast start as Healy and
Lowrie each hit two-run homers in the bottom
of the first inning off starter Joe Ross (2-2).
Healy also hit a long solo shot in a three-run
seventh inning in which the A’s broke open a
7-4 game. It was Healy’s first career multi-
home run game and the four extra-base hits
tied a franchise record accomplished by 16
others since 1913. Yonder Alonso hit a two-run
homer - his 16th - earlier in the seventh. Adam
Lind homered for the Nationals. Liam Hendriks
(2-0) pitched 1 1/3 scoreless innings in relief to
pick up the win.

ROYALS 12, INDIANS 5
Lorenzo Cain capped a six-run fifth inning

with a two-run homer and Jason Hammel set-
tled down after a shaky start as the Royals
routed the Cleveland Indians. Whit Merrifield
and Mike Moustakas had two-run doubles off
Carlos Carrasco (5-3) during the Royals’ big
inning, helping them overcome a 3-0 hole and
ensure a series win over their division rival.
Hammel (2-6) gave up homers to Carlos
Santana and Bradley Zimmer in the third, but
he retired 15 of his next 17 batters before giv-
ing way to Mike Minor with two outs in the
seventh. Hammel struck out seven without a
walk for his first win since beating Cleveland
on May 5.

PHILLIES 5, GIANTS 3
Ben Lively pitched seven strong innings in

his major league debut while Odubel Herrera

drove in three runs in Philadelphia’s four-run
seventh as the Phillies held on against the San
Francisco Giants. Tommy Joseph homered for
the Phillies, who snapped a five-game losing
streak while winning for just the seventh time
in their last 33 games. Philadelphia avoided
losing its 11th straight series, which hasn’t
happened since the 1941 club did it. Lively (1-
0) became the first Phillies starter to earn a vic-
tory since Jeremy Hellickson on April 27 by
allowing one run and four hits with three
walks and no strikeouts.

METS 4, PIRATES 2
Neil Walker hit a two-run homer against his

former team and the New York Mets also got
long balls from Jay Bruce and Wilmer Flores in
beating the Pittsburgh Pirates. Robert
Gsellman (4-3) won his second consecutive
start - likely his last before a move to the
bullpen. The rookie right-hander tossed 5 1/3
effective innings before Fernando Salas
escaped a first -and-third jam, and New York’s
shaky relief corps nailed one down for a
change. Pittsburgh rookie Josh Bell homered
for the second straight game and Jordy Mercer
doubled twice among his three hits. But the
Pirates stranded 12 runners, and rookie starter
Tyler Glasnow (2-5) lost to the Mets for the sec-
ond time in seven days.

TIGERS 10, WHITE SOX 1
Jordan Zimmermann tossed six solid

innings as the Tigers used four home runs to
power past the Chicago White Sox. Nicholas
Castellanos and Alex Presley hit back-to-back
homers in the second inning and Alex Avila and
Justin Upton also homered for the Tigers, who
have outscored Chicago 25-6 in the first two
games of the weekend series. Zimmermann (5-
4) won for the second time in six starts, allow-
ing one run and seven hits with five strikeouts
and two walks. Detroit has won four of five.

Miguel Gonzalez (4-6) lost his fifth straight road
start, giving up six runs and 10 hits in six
innings, including three of Detroit’s homers.
Tigers manager Brad Ausmus was ejected in
the bottom of the first inning after he wasn’t
allowed to challenge a play at first base.

ROCKIES 10, PADRES 1
Nolan Arenado hit his 14th homer and Ian

Desmond added a grand slam as the Colorado
Rockies stopped the Padres’ season-high, five-
game winning streak. Tyler Chatwood (5-7)
rebounded from his worst start of the season,
allowing four hits over eight innings with eight
strikeouts and one walk. Chatwood also had a
pair of hits as the Rockies won for just the sec-
ond time in six games. Jordan Lyles pitched a
perfect the ninth. In his previous outing,
Chatwood gave up six runs over 4 1/3 innings
in a loss to Seattle. Former Rockies righty
Jhoulys Chacin (4-5) allowed four runs - three
earned - and six hits in five innings, losing for
the first time this year in five starts at home.

DODGERS 10, BREWERS 8
Chris Taylor hit a go-ahead grand slam off

Carlos Torres in a five-run ninth inning as the
Los Angeles Dodgers rallied late for the second
straight day to beat the Brewers. Los Angeles
led 4-3 in the seventh when Chris Hatcher
walked the bases loaded and Josh Fields
relieved. Travis Shaw drove Fields’ third pitch
over the fence in left-center, and Hernan Perez
homered two pitches later for an 8-4 lead. The
Dodgers loaded the bases with one out in the
ninth against Torres (2-4). Corey Seager walked,
and Yasmani Grandal hit a grounder to first
baseman Jesus Aguilar, who threw to second
trying for a forceout and hit Seager on the back
for an error. Pinch-hitter Austin Barnes walked,
Cody Bellinger walked to force in a run and
Taylor homered off the batters’ eye behind the
center-field fence. —AP

Volquez throws no hitter as Marlins beat Diamondbacks

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
NY Yankees 32 21 .604 -       
Boston 30 25 .545 3       
Baltimore 29 25 .537 3.5   
Tampa Bay 29 29 .500 5.5  
Toronto 27 29 .482 6.5   

Central Division
Minnesota 28 24 .538 -       
Cleveland 28 26 .519 1       
Detroit 27 28 .491 2.5   
Kansas City 24 30 .444 5       
Chicago White Sox 24 30 .444 5       

Western Division
Houston 40 16 .714 -       
LA Angels 29 30 .492 12.5  
Seattle 27 30 .474 13.5  
Texas 26 30 .464 14      
Oakland 24 31 .436 15.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 34 20 .630 -       
NY Mets 24 30 .444 10      
Atlanta 23 30 .434 10.5  
Miami 23 31 .426 11      
Philadelphia 18 35 .340 15.5  

Central Division
Milwaukee 29 27 .518 -       
Chicago Cubs 27 27 .500 1       
St. Louis 26 27 .491 1.5   
Cincinnati 25 29 .463 3       
Pittsburgh 25 31 .446 4       

Western Division
LA Dodgers 35 22 .614 -       
Colorado 35 23 .603 0.5   
Arizona 34 24 .586 1.5   
San Francisco 23 34 .404 12      
San Diego 23 34 .404 12      

MLB results/standings

Seattle 9, Tampa Bay 2; LA Angels 7, Minnesota 2; Boston 5, Baltimore 2; Houston 6, Texas 5; NY Mets 4,
Pittsburgh 2; Miami 3, Arizona 0; Atlanta 6, Cincinnati 5 (12 innings); Detroit 10, Chicago White Sox 1; Colorado
10, San Diego 1; LA Dodgers 10, Milwaukee 8; Philadelphia 5, San Francisco 3; Oakland 10, Washington 4;
Chicago Cubs 5, St. Louis 3; Kansas City 12, Cleveland 5; NY Yankees 7, Toronto 0.              

BOXING

SEATTLE: Catcher Derek Norris #33 tags out Mike Zunino #3 of the Seattle Mariners after
Zunino on a single by Ben Gamel #16 of the Seattle Mariners during the second inning of a
game at Safeco Field on Saturday in Seattle, Washington. — AFP


