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SEOUL: South Korean golfer Chang Yi-Keun clinched victory at
OneAsia’s Kolon Korea Open final round yesterday, defeating
overnight leader Kim Gi-Whan in a thrilling three-hole aggregate play-
off.  Chang, world ranked 533rd, earned his breakthrough win with a
cumulative score of 12 on the 16th, 17th and 18th holes at Woo Jeong
Hills Country Club.  “I made a mistake at the 14th hole that led to a
double bogey,” the 23-year-old said. “However, I thought that there

were many holes left and I tried to think as positively as
possible.” Chang, who pocketed a cheque for

US$270,000, added: “It’s great to get the win.” Kim,
who entered the final round in the lead, matched
Chang’s par on the 16th but bogeyed the next and
double bogeyed the 18th for a total of 15.  Chang,

two shots adrift of compatriot Kim at the start of the
match, birdied the final three holes in regulation play

to card a 70 while Kim matched Chang’s birdies on 17
and 18 for a battling one over 72. —AFP

PARIS: Atletico Madrid star Antoine Griezmann intends to stay at the
Spanish club next season amid ongoing speculation about his future,
the striker told French television station TF1 yesterday.  Griezmann
has been heavily linked with a move away from Atletico, all the more
so since the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) upheld a transfer ban
that means the club will not be able to sign any new players
until January next year as a punishment for irregularities
in the signing of foreign players under 18. There are
concerns that will prevent them from having a team
that can compete at the top of La Liga and in the
Champions League next season, when they move into
a new 68,000-capacity stadium. But, in an interview
with Sunday morning programme Telefoot, Griezmann
said: “The CAS sanction has come in. Atletico can’t
make any signings. With my advisor Eric Olhats we
have decided to stay. “It is a difficult moment
for the club. —AFP

PARIS: John McEnroe claimed Margaret Court was taking tennis back
to “the dark ages” with her controversial and sustained outbursts over
homosexuality. The 58-year-old American legend also included Ilie
Nastase in his blast after the Romanian recently made derogatory
remarks over women and Serena Williams’s unborn baby. Court, the
winner of a record 24 Grand Slam titles, has made a string of lurid claims
over same-sex marriage, homosexuality and transgender children.
“Margaret Court and Ilie Nastase have taken tennis back to the dark
ages,” McEnroe said in a Eurosport video.”So I pronounce you man and
wife.” McEnroe suggested a solution to the ongoing push to have the
Margaret Court Arena at the Australian Open renamed in protest at the
74-year-old’s views. “The jury is still out,” he said. “But when same-sex
marriage becomes legal in Australia, I will call my good friend Elton
John to host the biggest same-sex marriage ceremony ever seen-in the
Margaret Court Arena.” McEnroe added that he was a firm supporter of
same-sex marriage. “I don’t see any reason for them not to be as miser-
able as everyone else,” he joked. —AFP

Court dragging tennis to 
‘dark ages’, says McEnroe

S PORTS

I’m staying at Atletico, 
insists Griezmann

Chang grabs playoff 
win in Korea Open

KUWAIT: Al-Seyassah soccer team recently
won the Annahar First Ramadan Soccer
Tourney for newspapers and magazines after
beating Al-Shahed team by 5-1 in the final
match they played Saturday at the High
Institute for Navigation and Communication
in Shuwaikh. 

Notably, the tourney was held in collabora-

tion with KJA and under auspices of Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister
of Information, Sheikh Mohammed Al-
Abdullah, under whose auspices the conclu-
sion ceremony was held in the presence of
Information Ministry Undersecretary for New
and Political Programs Affairs, Mohammed Bin
Naji. The ceremony was also attended by

Annahar editor in chief, Emad Bokhamseen,
KJA Secretary General Adnan Al-Rashid, the
institute’s director, Monther Al-Kandary and a
number of journalists. 

During the ceremony, Bokhamssen hon-
ored Al-Abdullah and KJA chairperson, Fatima
Hussein, Al-Kandary, the referees and the tour-
nament’s sponsors. 

In addition, the conclusion ceremony also
witnessed a match between artists and jour-
nalists. 

Speaking on the occasion, Bokhamseen
expressed happiness for the success achieved
on the first tourney and the wide scale partici-
pation from all newspapers, magazines and
KUNA and promised that it would continue

and be developed in further years. “Such
activities strengthen bonds amongst mem-
bers of the media and journalists and provide
chances for recreation away from work stress”,
he added.

On his part, KJA’s Secretary General, Adnan
Al-Rashid hailed the tourney and thanked
Annahar for organizing it.  

Al-Seyassah clinch Annahar Ramadan Soccer Cup
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