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New York's Museum of Modern Art is boldly expanding
its midtown Manhattan home that draws more than 3
million visitors annually from around the world -

including those who came Friday to see the first completed
phase of the $450 million project. Spread over three floors of
the art mecca off Fifth Avenue are 15,000 square-feet (about
1,400 square-meters) of reconfigured galleries, a new, second
gift shop, a redesigned cafe and espresso bar and, facing the
sculpture garden, two lounges graced with black marble quar-
ried in France.

Still under construction are 50,000 square-feet (about
4,600 square-meters) of new galleries opening in 2019, bring-
ing MoMA's total art-filled space to 175,000 square-feet (about
16,000 square-meters) on six floors. The expansion will allow
more of the museum's collection of nearly 200,000 works to
be displayed. The project also will provide 25 percent more
space for visitors to relax or have a sit-down meal.

'We're riffing off MoMA's DNA'
The museum building, which opened in 1939, now nearly

fills an entire city block and showcases works by artists includ-
ing Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Andy Warhol, Vincent van
Gogh and Frida Kahlo, to name just a few from the permanent
collection. The complex fuses original architecture by Philip
Goodwin and Edward Stone with Philip Johnson-designed
additions in 1951 and 1964 and a new section by Argentine
native Cesar Pelli  in 1984, topped in 2004 by Yoshio
Taniguchi's $425 million expansion and renovation.

"We're riffing off the DNA of MoMA's history," said Elizabeth
Diller, whose Boston-based firm, Diller Scofidio + Renfro, was
hired for the project, working with the Gensler firm in San
Francisco. "This work has required the curiosity of an archaeol-
ogist and the skill of a surgeon." MoMA director Glenn Lowry
wants to achieve much more than augmenting square
footage. MoMA curators are embracing ethnic and cultural

diversity that transcends established European artists through
shows including, for instance, black and women artists. MoMA
also is highlighting art tracing certain social periods - for
example, female creativity in the decades after World War II
that spawned feminism.

"The Museum of Modern Art's renovation and expansion
project will seek to reassure and surprise," Lowry said.
Architecturally, he said, MoMA is "opening up, so you're aware
of the city" - by bringing the urban turf closer to visitors
through an all-glass facade facing West 53rd Street, more win-
dow panels elsewhere and a rooftop lounge with a terrace.

Some galleries will be pliant, with partitions that can drop
or be lifted, and ceilings of varying heights, depending on
exhibition needs. Added studios and galleries will be set up
for performances or film screenings. The current, double-
height entrance lobby will be reconfigured to ease visitor con-
gestion that often results in lines reaching out onto the side-

walk. Demolition starts this month, and visitors will have to
use alternative entrances.

Providing easier access inside is the historic Bauhaus stair-
case that was extended to reach down to the first floor. The
ongoing work includes some unseen improvements, with
energy and water conservation that puts MoMA on track for
the LEED Gold certification, a rating system that evaluates a
building's environmental performance. MoMA has raised pri-
vate funds for the nearly half-a-billion-dollar project; enter-
tainment magnate David Geffen alone donated $100 million.
Admission is $25, but the ground level with its galleries is
open to the public free of charge. In the newly completed
area, the first exhibition opens June 12th. "Frank Lloyd Wright
at 150: Unpacking the Archive" will celebrate the 150th
anniversary of the American architect's birth. — AP 

Visitors, at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, walk by the new Museum Design
Store. — AP photos 

Louise Bourgeois' "The Quartered One," right, hangs in the Robert B
Menschel Gallery at the Museum of Modern Art.

MoMA expands Manhattan space, view of NYC outdoors

The Louise Reinhardt Smith Gallery in the Museum of Modern Art.

It was 50 years ago, almost to the day, that Sgt. Pepper taught
the band to play. The band is long gone, but the music of The
Beatles still reverberates - and nowhere more loudly than in

Liverpool, where the 50th birthday of "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts
Club Band" is the spark for a citywide festival.

The album, released in the US on June 2, 1967 - just after its
British debut - was a psychedelic landmark whose influences
ranged from rock to raga to English music hall. For many critics
and fans, it's the Fab Four's finest achievement. Half a century on,
Liverpool has asked 13 artists to respond to the album's 13 tracks,
for a "Sgt. Pepper at 50 "festival that runs through June 16. The
artists come from Britain, the US, France, India and Australia, and
their works range over theater, dance, public art, puppetry, film,
fireworks and music. The festival is endorsed by surviving Beatles
Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr, who have both sent messages of
support. Claire McColgan, director of public body Culture
Liverpool, said the festival aims "to take something that is so icon-
ic, that is so known throughout the world, and give a whole con-
temporary, fresh interpretation of it."

"These four boys from this city never left here," she said. "Their
songs tell a story of this place." "Sgt. Pepper" was partly the prod-
uct of The Beatles' frustration with fame. Exhausted by touring,
they played their last live concert in August 1966 and devoted
their energies and creativity to the studio. Working with producer
George Martin at London's Abbey Road Studios, they made a mul-
tilayered, technologically innovative album that was never intend-
ed to be played live.

Inspiring still 
Half a century on, "Sgt Pepper"-inspired artworks are springing

up across Liverpool. A dockside grain silo sports a colorful pop-art
mural by American artist Judy Chicago. Roadside billboards, the
work of Turner Prize winner Jeremy Deller, proclaim "Brian Epstein
died for you." There are concerts of Indian classical music - a major
influence on George Harrison - and a film set on a city bus route
inspired by "A Day in the Life." Meter maid "Lovely Rita" is the start-
ing point for an "outlandish procession" through the streets by
cabaret artist Meow Meow, clad in a fabulous dress made from
parking tickets.

To say Liverpool is proud of The Beatles is an understatement.
The group is a cross between guardian spirit and major industry,
one that has helped the port city rebuild after the decline of its
once-thriving docks. Today there are Magical Mystery bus tours , a
Beatles museum and even a Beatles-themed hotel.

Director Julia Samuels of youth theater company 20 Stories
High said that for younger Liverpool residents, the band is "part of
their subconscious." Her colleague Keith Saha compared it to the
way Liverpudlians are either "red or blue" - a supporter of
Liverpool soccer club or its rival Everton.

"Everyone's got their favorite Beatle," he said. "Everyone's got
their favorite album. "The good thing about Liverpool is we
haven't Disneyfied The Beatles, and that's what's really important
about this festival." The troupe's contribution to the festival is a
play inspired by the song "She's Leaving Home," performed in a
house around the corner from Ringo Starr's childhood residence.

Tough times 
Liverpool has been through tough times since The Beatles split

in 1970, and the festival includes notes of melancholy amid the
celebration. Carl Hunter's short film "A Day in the Life - Twenty
Four Zero Hours" focuses on a young care worker employed on an
impoverishing casual contract. Deller's giant billboards commem-
orate Beatles manager Epstein, who died three months after the
album was released.

"Without him there wouldn't have been The Beatles as we
know them," Deller said. Deller, who takes his inspiration from the
song "With a Little Help From My Friends," says he is interested in
"the darkness in pop music and popular culture, which is all about
light and color and brightness." The festival insists it's not a nostal-
gia trip, many of the artists were not yet born when The Beatles
split up.

One who does remember the 1960s is feminist artist Chicago,
whose mural "Four Lads From Liverpool" was inspired by the song
"Fixing a Hole." But the 77-year-old artist said she was not a huge
Beatles fan at the time. "I'm not the groupie type," she said. "I was
really busy working. But music filled the air, and the hope charged
the environment. We were all part of that. "It was an incredible
period. I think it's a period that young people now can't actually
quite imagine." — AP 

Liverpool fetes 'Sgt. Pepper' 
with help from its friends

Ayear after Armenians launched a generous new peace
prize, the frontman of rockers System of a Down sees
more to come in the country-including perhaps a music

festival. Serj Tankian, singer of the chart-topping California hard
rock band, composed a theme song for the Aurora Prize, which
was inaugurated a year ago in the Armenian capital Yerevan.

The award, backed by Hollywood A-lister George Clooney, is
presented on behalf of Armenians who survived the bloodlet-
ting that claimed 1.5 million lives in the waning days of the
Ottoman Empire in 1915. Armenia and Western historians
describe the killings as genocide, but Turkey vehemently
objects to the term.

The second edition of the award was presented on May 28
to Tom Catena, the sole doctor in Sudan's conflict-ravaged
Nuba Mountains who has cared for thousands of people,
treating everything from war injuries to measles. Catena, an
American and Catholic missionary, will receive $100,000 plus
an additional $1 million which will feed charities of his
choice. Tankian, who congratulated Catena in a video appear-
ance at the ceremony as the band prepared for a European
tour, said the Aurora Prize showed gratitude to those who
helped survivors.

"Any group of people that have suffered immensely,
whether it's genocide or any other type of human-created
catastrophe, should embody compassion and an understand-
ing of that pain better than anyone else," Tankian told AFP. The
Lebanese-born Tankian, whose grandparents survived with
help from a Turkish mayor and an American missionary orphan-
age, said that too often, people fail to draw lessons from their
ancestors' pain. "I find it really disheartening that there are peo-
ple who have suffered immensely, or whose grandparents have
suffered immensely, and yet their position in life has been
unequivocally egotistical and myopic in terms of how they see
their lives and how they spend their money," he said.

Integrating Armenia with music festivals 
Tankian said he wanted to do more in Armenia and was in

the early stages of looking to set up a music festival. The singer
voiced hope that Armenia, rarely a destination for Western
artists, could be integrated into the European summer festival
circuit with touring bands carrying on to the Caucasus country.

"I've always dreamed of setting up an international music

festival in Armenia," he said. "As much as I have tried to do polit-
ical work and social work," he said, "I would also like to carve out
time to do art work, music work." For the centennial in 2015,
System of a Down played its first-ever concert in Armenia.
Tankian said he felt overcome with a sense of history, seeing
young people and remembering his grandparents. He viewed
his band as "part of that catalyst between old and new." "It felt
like our whole career was built to play that one show in some
ways," he said. — AFP 

A mural by US artist Judy Chicago entitled 'Fixing a Hole', which depicts the Beatles and was inspired by their song of the
same name from the 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band' album, is pictured on the side of the disused White Tomkins
& Courage Grain Silo in Stanley dock, Liverpool.

Boom Boom Pow: Fergie is still a member of the Black
Eyed Peas. A representative for the singer told The
Associated Press that the songstress has not left the

group, even though a magazine reported Thursday that
will.i.am said she was no longer in the group. Fergie's rep-
resentative said Friday she is "concentrating on her new
album and can't wait for fans to hear it." Because of her
album commitments, Fergie will not perform with the
Black Eyed Peas at two events this weekend: Yesterday's
opening ceremony for the UEFA Champions League final in

Cardiff, Wales, and today's charity concert in Manchester,
England, alongside Ariana Grande.

Will.i.am's interview with Ahlan! magazine caused a
frenzy online Thursday with the suggestion that Fergie was
no longer a member of the pop group. A day later, will.i.am
said in a statement: "Fergie is family and will always be a
Pea. She is focused on her solo album which we fully sup-
port." In the interview, will.i.am said that "nobody is replac-
ing Fergie" and that the Black Eyed Peas are working on a
new project. He said former Pussycat Doll leader Nicole
Scherzinger would be featured on the project but didn't
say how much involvement she would have (Scherzinger
was offered a spot in the Peas before Fergie).

The Black Eyed Peas released its debut in 1998 as an
eclectic hip-hop trio with will.i.am, apl.de.ap and Taboo.
Fergie first appeared on the group's third album, 2003's
"Elephunk," helping them achieve mainstream success. The
group went on to win Grammy Awards, sell millions of
albums and top the pop charts with hits from "Where Is the
Love" to "Boom Boom Pow." Fergie also had major success
with her 2006 solo debut, which was heavily produced by
will.i.am. She announced last week that she left Universal
Music Group, the longtime label behind her and the Black
Eyed Peas, to launch her own record label called Dutchess
Music through BMG. She plans to release her sophomore
album, "Double Dutchess," this year. — AP 

In Armenia, a peace prize 
and a music festival?

Black Eyed Peas are still Fergalicious

This file photo taken on April 05, 2015 shows singer
Serj Tankian (L) and musician Shavo Odadjian of
System of a Down per forming at The Forum in
Inglewood, California. — AFP 

In this Feb 8, 2017 file photo, Fergie
performs at the Tommy Hilfiger
TommyxGigi Runway Show at
Venice Beach in Los Angeles. — AP

Sgt Pepper from the Beatles LOVE show by Cirque du
Soleil poses with a flag celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of the release of The Beatles "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band," June 1, 2017 atop the Capitol
Records Tower in Hollywood. — AFP photos 


