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Acelebrity's fall from grace is always ugly, but
that of Bill Cosby-a once beloved comedian
who broke through racial barriers to broad-

cast a successful black family into white living
rooms-is a true gut punch to America. The Cosby
name alone once evoked so much-a treasured
father figure, a seemingly model citizen and comic
with a gentle, self-deprecating style and playful
voice that would go from deep to screeching in
search of a laugh.

But accusations from around 60 women, many
of them formerly aspiring actresses and models,
that he was a calculating, serial sexual predator
who plied victims with sedatives and alcohol to
bed them have left his career and reputation in tat-
ters. On Monday the 79-year-old, Emmy-winning
actor and Grammy-winning stand-up comedian
goes on trial in Pennsylvania for aggravated inde-
cent assault, accused of drugging and then assault-
ing a woman at his home in 2004.

Dozens and dozens of accusers have alleged
that the entertainer exploited his fame to feed

them sedatives and alcohol, leaving them power-
less to resist his advances. But the trial in
Norristown, just outside Philadelphia is the only
criminal case to stick as the vast majority of alleged
abuse happened too long ago to prosecute. Cosby
insists that relations were consensual but if con-
victed, he risks spending the rest of his life behind
bars on a minimum 10-year sentence and a
$25,000 fine.

The trial cements a stunning fall from grace for
an avuncular icon synonymous with squeaky clean
humor and social progress, who once embodied
the American dream. Today, Cosby cuts a forlorn
figure, deserted by celebrity pals and left legally
blind, he says, from glaucoma. On a pre-trial public
relations offensive, he suggested that racism may
have played a role, in a radio interview at times
rambling and confused.

Self-made nightmare 
"There are so many tentacles. So many different-

'nefarious' is a great word," he told Sirius XM radio,

insisting he had "an awful lot to offer" in terms of
writing and performing. Born on July 12, 1937 in
Philadelphia to a mother who was a maid and a
father who was a Navy cook, William Henry Cosby
Jr. developed a reputation as the class clown, and
joined the Navy after 10th grade, finishing high
school by correspondence.

He won an athletic scholarship to Temple
University and started doing stand-up comedy. In
his early 20s he appeared on variety programs, but
got his first big break in 1965 when he co-starred in
the espionage thriller "I Spy." It was a time when
there were few major roles for black actors. He won
three Emmys and went on to star in a string of suc-
cessful movies in the 1970s.

Then from 1984 to 1992, he portrayed gyne-
cologist Cliff Huxtable, the affable, funny dad of
an upper middle class black family with a lawyer
wife in "The Cosby Show"-so named thanks to the
actor's overwhelming star power. The sitcom was
a fabulous success, becoming one of the most
popular TV shows in history and the ultimate
family-oriented series, turning Cosby into a major
figure of US pop culture in the second half of the
20th century.

He was heaped in awards for the show, which
anchored NBC's powerful Thursday night line-up
and for the first time put an affluent African
American family on prime time. Along the way, he
authored best-selling books, and was for decades a
member of the Temple board of trustees until he
resigned in 2014, stripped of honorary degrees as
sexual assault scandals mushroomed.

Comedian friends like Whoopi Goldberg who
once supported him have now denounced him. He
is isolated, and has largely refused to discuss the
allegations against him other than to deny them
through his lawyers. His wife of 53 years, Camille,
has stood by his side. The couple has five children.
Their son Ennis was shot dead in 1997 while chang-
ing a tire in California. — AFP 

Backlash against Kathy Griffin contin-
ues to grow with at least four theaters
announcing Thursday that they had

canceled her performances after the come-
dian posed with a likeness of President
Donald Trump's severed head. Venues in
New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania can-
celed November shows. The Community
Arts Theater in Williamsport, Pennsylvania,
posted on its website that the show had
been dropped "due to the recent controver-
sy surrounding Kathy Griffin and the con-
cern for  the safety and security of  our
patrons and staff...."

Sen Al Franken also dis-invited Griffin from
an event promoting his new book, "Giant of
the Senate." "After hearing from many
Minnesotans who were rightfully offended,
I've come to the conclusion that it would be
best for her not to participate in the event we
had previously scheduled," the Minnesota
Democrat said Thursday, a day after he had
said she was still welcome. "I understand why
Minnesotans were upset by this, and I take
that very seriously."

He said what Griffin did "was inappropri-
ate and not something that should be any-
where in our national discourse." Earlier this
week, CNN said Griffin would no longer co-
host its live New Year's Eve special from Times
Square, a gig she'd had for more than a
decade, and another show was canceled at a
New Mexico casino. 

An endorsement deal with Squatty Potty
also ended. Though Griffin, 56, apologized
within hours of the images appearing online
Tuesday, they were met with swift and wide-
spread condemnation. Trump later tweeted
that Griffin "should be ashamed of herself" for
posting the images. New Jersey Gov Chris
Christie on Thursday called Griffin "disgust-
ing" and said the photo was "completely out-
rageous." Attorney Lisa Bloom says Griffin will
discuss the photo and video during a press
conference scheduled for Friday. The comic
has faced controversies before for her abra-
sive humor, but none as widespread as the
one generated by Tuesday's images. — AP 

This file photo taken on May 24,
2017 shows Bill Cosby arrives at
the Allegheny County
Courthouse in Pittsburgh. — AFP 

In this combination photo, President Donald Trump appears in the White House in
Washington on March 13, 2017, left, and comedian Kathy Griffin appears at the Clive
Davis and The Recording Academy Pre-Grammy Gala in Beverly Hills. — AP 

Bill Cosby: from TV hero to fallen US cultural icon
More Griffin shows canceled, 
Franken dis-invites comedian

Atour for chocolate lovers in Brooklyn, New York, isn't
just about tasting the final product. It also gives a peek
at factories, neighborhoods and even business plans.

The chocolate tour offered by A Slice of Brooklyn takes visitors
to four chocolate-makers around Brooklyn. "I love chocolate,"
said Christine Dietz of San Diego, who was treated to the tour
by friends throwing her a bachelorette party in New York. "But
it's really cool that we also get a bit of a tour of the city." But A
Slice of Brooklyn's chocolate tour is also part of a bigger trend.
Confectioners and tour companies around the country are
offering chocolate tours catering not just to the public's sweet
tooth, but also to consumer interest in learning where the
products they eat and drink come from.

Educating consumers
"Customers care about what they put in their mouths -

especially millennials and GenXers," said Pam Williams,
founder of the online academy Ecole Chocolat School of
Professional Chocolate Arts. "They want to know where their
food comes from and how it is processed." And while every-
body knows that wine comes from grapes, "very, very few
actually understand that chocolate comes from the seeds of a
tree," said Williams, who is also co-founder of the Fine
Chocolate Industry Association. Inviting customers "into the

factory to see the beans and the machinery that turn those
beans into chocolate is a very good way to educate con-
sumers on fine chocolate."

From Hershey's to hipsters
The granddaddy of US chocolate tours is Hershey's

Chocolate World in Hershey, Pennsylvania. It's hosted more
than 100 million guests since opening in 1973. The free tour
takes guests on rides following chocolate from bean to bar,
with singing cows along the way and treats at the end. But
chocolate tours are offered in many other destinations around
the country, from factories to visits with artisanal chocolatiers.
Just be sure to plan ahead, as some tours are offered only on
certain days and times and some require reservations. Some
are free, but others are pricey. The Brooklyn tour is $50.

Mars Chocolate (makers of M&Ms, Snickers and Dove)
offers tours and tastings of its Ethel M premium chocolate
brand at the Ethel M factory in Henderson, Nevada, near the
Las Vegas strip. Theo Chocolate welcomes more than 50,000
visitors a year to its Seattle factory . The tour shows how the
brand sources organic fair-trade beans, right through the bar-
making process. In Oregon, Portland Walking Tours' Chocolate
Decadence tour visits multiple chocolatiers for tastings in
every form: Whipped, melted, liquid, beans, bars and more.

Lake Champlain Chocolates offers free factory tours and
tastings in Burlington, Vermont. In Somerville, Massachusetts,
Taza Chocolate offers an Intro to Stone Ground Chocolate fac-
tory tour , and for children under 10, a Chocolate Story Time
weekend mornings. In Connecticut, you can even take a train
from Thomaston to experience Fascia's Chocolate Factory
tours in Waterbury, with wine and chocolate pairings along
the way. At Dandelion in San Francisco, factory tours are so
popular they book up more than a month in advance.

Dallas By Chocolate offers several different tours, including
Chocolate a la Mode with four stops. In Santa Fe, New Mexico,
the Cacao Santa Fe Chocolate Factory tour offers a look at
everything from roasting, winnowing, grinding and temper-
ing of chocolate to the finished product. In the hipster 'hood
of East Nashville, Tennessee, Olive & Sinclair offers a bean-to-
bar factory tour in a historic building. Never mind beignets
and pralines: The New Orleans Chocolate Crawl samples
everything from fudge to gelato.

In North Carolina, Videri Chocolate Factory offers staff-
guided tours of its facility in Raleigh's newly revitalized down-
town Warehouse District. Even in New York, A Slice of Brooklyn
only skims the cream off the city's chocolate offerings.
Consider tours at Mast Brothers in Williamsburg, Brooklyn; the
soon-to-open Harlem Chocolate Factory; and the 5,000-

square-foot Jacques Torres Chocolate Museum in Manhattan.

Slice of Brooklyn tour
First stop on A Slice of Brooklyn's chocolate tours is

Jacques Torres' shop in DUMBO, an industrial district turned
chic enclave between the Brooklyn and Manhattan bridges.
Next, at The Chocolate Room in the Cobble Hill neighborhood,
owners Jon Payson and Naomi Josepher explain that they
opened the business because they loved going out for dessert
but had limited options for sit-down, restaurant-style dessert-
only experiences.

In Red Hook, a working-class waterfront area of modest
homes and warehouses, the tour strolls to a pier with a view of
the Statue of Liberty before hitting Raaka Chocolate to see
how the company's artisanal bars are made, from processing
cacao pods to wrapping bars. Flavors include smoked chai
and pink sea salt. Last stop: Li-Lac Chocolates in Industry City,
a revived business complex in the Sunset Park neighborhood.
Li-Lac has been selling chocolates since 1923 and is known for
creamy, old-school recipes, but only recently relocated to the
Brooklyn site. And for those who love the idea of touring
Brooklyn, A Slice of Brooklyn also offers pizza tours and
Christmas lights tours. -- AP

This April 28, 2017 photo shows a display of chocolates at Jacques Torres, a chocolatier in the DUMBO section of Brooklyn, NY. — AP photos 

A cacao pods displayed at Raaka Chocolate in the Red Hook section of
Brooklyn.

The exterior of Jacques Torres.

Chocolate lovers tours: Not just about sampling sweets

Jon Payson, owner of The Chocolate Room in Brooklyn explaining how he and
his wife started the business in a chat with a group on A Slice of Brooklyn's
chocolate tour.

A group on A Slice of Brooklyn chocolate tour looking through a window as
chocolates are made at Li-Lac Chocolates' factory at Industry City. 

A worker at Li-Lac Chocolates' factory


