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CARDIFF: Real Madrid captain Sergio Ramos raises the trophy after the Champions League final soccer match between Juventus and Real Madrid at the Millennium stadium in Cardiff, Wales yesterday. — AP

CARDIFF:  Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice as
Real Madrid crushed Juventus 4-1 in Cardiff yes-
terday to become the first team to retain the
European Cup in the Champions League era.

The Portugal superstar’s opener was can-
celled out by an astonishing Mario Mandzukic
strike, but goals from Casemiro, Ronaldo and
Marco Asensio secured Madrid’s third
Champions League triumph in four years and
12th in total. Now a four-time Champions
League winner, Ronaldo finished as the compe-
tition’s top scorer for the fifth season running,
substantially enhancing his chances of match-
ing eternal rival Lionel Messi’s tally of five
Ballons d’Or.

Zinedine Zidane, a head coach for only 17
months, became the first manager to oversee
back-to-back European Cup successes since
Arrigo Sacchi’s fabled AC Milan team won the
tournament in 1989 and 1990.

It crowns a glorious season for Madrid, who
have pulled off a La Liga and European Cup
double for the first time since 1958, having also
won the Club World Cup and European Super
Cup. Zidane’s triumph was his former club
Juve’s misery, Massimiliano Allegri’s side crash-
ing to a fifth successive defeat in Champions
League finals and seventh in total, extending
their own desperately unwanted record.

The first Champions League final to be

played beneath a closed roof saw Juve hit their
heads against a familiar ceiling as they missed
out on a chance to complete the first Treble in
their history. The Italian champions also had
substitute Juan Cuadrado sent off after he was
shown a second yellow card for a gentle push
on Sergio Ramos that drew a comical overreac-
tion from the Madrid skipper.

Kick-off at the Principality Stadium was
delayed by two minutes due to an elaborate
pre-match ceremony involving American pop
act the Black Eyed Peas and when play got
under way, Juve settled first.

Gonzalo Higuain worked Keylor Navas
twice, while Miralem Pjanic’s snappy half-volley
forced the Madrid goalkeeper to produce a
smart one-handed save.

Madrid drew first blood in the 20th minute
when Ronaldo flicked the ball wide to Dani
Carvajal before artfully sweeping the Spaniard’s
return pass into the bottom-left corner via a
nick off Leonardo Bonucci.

MANDZUKIC MASTERPIECE 
It was a fine strike, and it made Ronaldo the

first player to have scored in three finals in the
Champions League era, but it was cancelled out
by Mandzukic’s masterpiece, one of the great
European Cup final goals. Bonucci’s flighted
pass from deep was volleyed into the box by

Alex Sandro and Higuain chested the ball down
before teeing it up for Mandzukic.

The Croatian forward took a touch with his
chest and then, as he fell, hooked a sublime vol-
ley over Navas’s despairing dive and beneath
the crossbar. After the break it was Zidane’s
men who set the tempo. Luka Modric had a 25-
yard effort caught by Gianluigi Buffon and
Marcelo narrowly failed to pick out Ronaldo
with a cross from the left before Casemiro put
Madrid ahead in the 61st minute.

A loose ball broke to him on the edge of the
box and the Brazilian midfielder unleashed a
right-foot shot that flicked off the heels of
Madrid old boy Sami Khedira before spinning
past the helpless Buffon.

Three minutes later it was game over as
Ronaldo netted his 12th goal in the tourna-
ment, moving a goal clear of Messi.

Modric sped to the byline on the right and
crossed and Ronaldo darted ahead of Bonucci
at the near post to guide a shot past Buffon.

Cardiff native Gareth Bale made an appear-
ance as a late replacement for Karim Benzema,
having been out since April 23 with a calf injury.

Alex Sandro headed wide from a Dani Alves
free-kick, but Juve’s fire went out when
Cuadrado was given his marching orders and
substitute Asensio added to their grief with a
late tap-in from Marcelo’s cut-back. — AFP

Two-goal Ronaldo keeps Madrid kings of Europe

CARDIFF: Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo jumps kicking the ball during the Champions League Final soccer match
between Juventus and Real Madrid at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, yesterday. —AP

PARIS: Britain’s Andy Murray returns the ball to Argentina’s Juan Martin Del Potro during their tennis match at the
Roland Garros 2017 French Open yesterday in Paris.  — AFP 

PARIS: Andy Murray downed longtime rival Juan Martin del Potro
to reach the Roland Garros last 16 yesterday while French hopes
were overshadowed by a bitter feud between two of their top stars.

World number one Murray triumphed 7-6 (10/8), 7-5, 6-0 for
his seventh win in 10 meetings with Del Potro whose challenge
fizzled out after squandering four set points in the 87-minute
opener. Murray, the runner-up to Novak Djokovic in 2016, will
next face either John Isner of the United States or Russia’s
Karen Khachanov.

That match was one of six third round ties to be completed
today after rain caused an early cancellation. “Whoever won
that first set would have the momentum as it would have been
very difficult to come back in these heavy, slow conditions,”
said Murray. “He was playing much better than me in the first
set. He had chances in the first set, he double faulted on set
point.” In a titanic first set, Del Potro wasted four set points then
saved two before Murray pounced when the Argentine star
narrowly miscued. 

The 28-year-old slumped over the net and stayed that way
during most of the changeover to catch his breath. Del Potro,
playing in Paris for the first time in five years after a series of
wrist injuries, was quickly a break down in the second set. He
retrieved it when Murray served for the set in the 10th game
before handing the advantage straight back. Murray seized his
lifeline, a fourth ace giving him a two-set lead.

WEARY DEL POTRO 
Weary Del Potro, who beat Murray in the Davis Cup semi-

finals last year to avenge his defeat in the Olympics final, man-
aged just 11 points in the third set. “Andy proved he is a real No.
1,” said Del Potro. “He is one of the smartest guys on the circuit.”

Third seed Stan Wawrinka saved four set points in the open-
er before running away with 16 of the last 19 games to beat
Italy’s Fabio Fognini 7-6 (7/2), 6-0, 6-2.

Former US Open champion Marin Cilic continued his

smooth progress seeing off Feliciano Lopez, who was limited
by a neck injury, 6-1, 6-3, 6-3.

Croatian seventh seed Cilic will next meet South Africa’s
Kevin Anderson who matched his best run with a five-set win
over Britain’s Kyle Edmund. Anderson twice recovered from a set
down to advance 6-7 (6/8), 7-6 (7/4), 5-7, 6-1, 6-4 in just under
four hours in a duel between two players born in Johannesburg.

The rain suspension was good news for Japanese eighth
seed Kei Nishikori who was two sets to one up on South Korea’s
Hyeon Chung but a double break down in the fourth set at 0-3.

In the women’s event, France have three women in the last 16
for the first time in 23 years. However, that success is overshad-
owed by a bitter feud between compatriots Alize Cornet and
Caroline Garcia who will clash for a place in the quarter-finals.

Cornet reached the last 16 for just the second time with a 6-
2, 6-1 win over Polish ninth seed Agnieszka Radwanska who
lost all her seven service games. Garcia, seeded 28, made the
fourth round of a Slam for the first time with a 6-4, 4-6, 9-7 win
over Taiwan’s world number 109 Hsieh Su-Wei.

Those wins guaranteed the home nation will have at least
one quarter-finalist in Paris for the first time since Marion
Bartoli in 2011. However, Cornet admitted that her relationship
with Garcia has virtually broken down.

“I think that the relationship is not very good,” said 27-year-
old Cornet. “I think she may have a grudge against us.” Garcia
fell out with her teammates earlier this year after she pulled out
of a Fed Cup tie. Romanian third seed and 2014 runner-up
Simona Halep sealed her place in the fourth round with a 6-0,
7-5 win over Russia’s Daria Kasatkina.

Halep, 25, will face Spain’s Carla Suarez Navarro for a place in
the quarter-finals. Suarez Navarro, the 21st seed and a two-time
quarter-finalist, made the fourth round for the fifth time. She
eased past Russian 14th seed Elena Vesnina 6-4, 6-4 in a match
which featured a 17-minute service game, punctuated by 11
deuces, for the Russian in the second set. —  AFP

Murray downs Del Potro, French women feud   


