
DUBAI: With just over 48 hours to go
until the climax of the UEFA Champions
League season - Real Madrid C.F. winger
and Nissan global ambassador Gareth
Bale has spoken about what the Final’s
host city, Cardiff, means to him. 

As well as reflecting on his favourite
memories, places to visit and what lifting
the trophy in his beloved Welsh capital
would mean, Gareth revealed it was his
love of the beautiful game that some-
times got him into trouble on Cardiff’s
streets.  Speaking to Nissan - the official
global automotive sponsor of the UEFA
Champions League - he said:  

“I just remember watching football at
my parents’ house...” He joked “I always
got in trouble over at my friend’s house
[playing football]. The old woman used
to come out and call the police on us.”

Since becoming the most famous
Welsh footballer on the planet, Gareth
also talked about special murals which
have popped up around the city to cele-
brate him.  “It’s a bit strange obviously.
Growing up in Cardiff and just being a
normal Cardiff boy....then seeing massive
drawings on walls in the street of you.”

He also had some recommendations
of where football fans heading to Cardiff
this weekend might want to visit ahead
of the match on Saturday night. 

“Cardiff Castle is amazing.  Then I
think maybe just down in Cardiff Bay,
there is a nice Nandos (restaurant)down
there...so all good!” Gareth also spoke of
his pride that the UEFA Champions
League Final is being held in his home
town and what it would mean to him to
lift the trophy on home soil. 

“To host the UEFA Champions League
Final will obviously boost the economy
and everything else around Cardiff as
well. The UEFA Champions League tro-
phy is obviously the number one trophy
to lift and to have all my friends and fam-
ily in my home city, it really would be a
dream come true.” 
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PARIS: Chris Froome heads into the start of the
week-long Criterium du Dauphine today with
uncertainty surrounding his form and fitness.

The 32-year-old Briton is aiming for a record
fourth Dauphine victory and third in a row after
also succeeding in 2013, 2015 and 2016.  And each
time he has previously won the main warm-up race
for the Tour de France, he has gone on to be
crowned at the Grand Boucle too a month later.  Yet
contrary to his recent years of successes, Froome
comes into this year’s Dauphine without a single
win in 2017.

But the Team Sky leader seems relaxed.
“I’m happy with where my form is right now.

Everything is looking good and I’m looking forward
to putting all the training into practice,” he said.  “I
think the line-up of riders at the Dauphine is partic-
ularly impressive this year in terms of GC (overall)
contenders and other Tour rivals, so it should be a
big test and a real challenge.

“I’m going there hoping to win, but I’m fully con-
scious that I’m going up against some very strong
competition-probably stronger competition than
I’ve had at previous editions of the Dauphine-so I’m
certainly not taking anything for granted.”

And well he shouldn’t. In 2013 he arrived at the
Dauphine having already won the tours of
Romandie and Oman, the Criterium International

and finished second at Tirreno-Adriatico.His best
result so far this year was sixth at the lightly-
regarded Herald Sun Tour, won by the unheralded
Australian Damien Howson.  Froome was also
knocked off his bike by a car while training in
France last month,  although he emerged
unscathed. And he seems unconcerned by his lack
of results.  “This time of the year it always feels like
it’s really getting towards the business part of my
season. I’m coming off the back of two great
blocks of training with the guys up in Tenerife,
which has got me in great shape and ready for the
challenges ahead.”

Former lieutenant Richie Porte will be amongst

his chief rivals, with the Australian having enjoyed a
strong start to the season, winning the tours of
Romandie and Down Under, while also claiming a
stage at Paris-Nice.  Romain Bardet, second to
Froome at last year’s Tour de France, should also
push the Brit close, although he too has had little to
cheer this season, a 10th-placed finish at the Tour of
Catalonia his best result.  Ireland’s Dan Martin and
Spanish veteran Alberto Contador, as well as
Colombia’s Esteban Chaves could have their say.

The race begins with a hilly 170km stage around
Saint Etienne with eight categorised climbs, before
ending a week later with an hors category ascent to
Plateau de Solaison. — AFP

Winless Chris Froome confident for Dauphine

RENNES: Olivier Giroud of France, center, jubilates as he scores the first goal against Paraguay during their friendly soccer match, in
Rennes, western France, Friday. — AP

RENNES: An Olivier Giroud hat-trick helped
France brush aside Paraguay 5-0 in an interna-
tional friendly at Rennes on Friday.

The Arsenal striker became the first France
international to score a treble since David
Trezeguet achieved the feat in 2000.  He opened
the scoring for Didier Deschamps’s team in the
sixth minute, doubling up in the 13th and get-
ting his hat-trick and his 16th international goal
in as many games in the 69th minute.

The scoring was completed by Tottenham’s
Moussa Sissoko and Atletico Madrid’s Antoine
Griezmann to give France the perfect confidence
booster ahead of the 2018 World Cup qualifier
against Sweden in Stockholm on June 9.  In
Group A the Euro 2016 finalists France head
Group A by three points from Sweden.

The win put France back on track after their
2-0 loss to Spain in a friendly in March.Giroud’s
first goal was a volley after an assist from
Ousmane Dembele, his second a header with
Dmitri Payet providing the pass, completing his
hat-trick after a clever assist from second half
substitute Lucas Digne.  “That’s good, I had great
support from my teammates, I helped finish the
team’s work and I’m happy because that rewards
all the squad who work and live together well,”
Giroud told French television TMC.  Deschamps
too was more than satisfied with his side’s show-
ing.  “Our forwards scored, that’s good. Now I
know that we have an altogether different game
coming up agaisnt Sweden.”

On Giroud’s bold display Deschamps said:
“He’s our best scorer, he continues to get goals

and when he’s not scoring himself he helps oth-
ers around him score.

“And he produces this sort of display even
when he’s had a difficult season with his club.”
Assessing the challenge lying ahead next week
in Stockholm Deschamps added: “As we are fac-
ing a team just behind us in the table a good or
very good result over there will place us in an
even better situation to qualify for the World
Cup.”

After five qualifiers for the 2018 World Cup in
Russia, France top Group A on 13 points, three
ahead of Sweden in second with Bulgaria on
nine in third and the Netherlands on seven in
fourth.

After Sweden France are scheduled to face
England in a friendly in Paris on  June 13. — AFP

Giroud hat-trick lifts 

France past Paraguay

KUWAIT: Within Annahar Ramadan Soccer Tourney for newspapers
and magazines, Al-Shahed and Al-Seyassah teams recently qualified
the final match after respectively beating Al-Wasat and Al-Rai by 3-2
and 5-4. The matches were played at the High Institute for Navigation

and Communication in Shuwaikh. Notably, the tourney is held in col-
laboration with KJA and under auspices of Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs  and Acting Minister  of  Information,  Sheik h
Mohammed Al-Abdullah. 

Al-Shahed and Al-Seyassah 

in Ramadan soccer finals

KUWAIT: GUST men’s football team attend-
ed and won first at the 2017 Belgrade
International University Sports Tournament
(BeST) in Belgrade, Serbia. The tournament
brought together 17 different universities
from across Europe, Russia, Asia, and the
Middle East to compete at an international
level, experience different cultures, and
forge international friendships.

The BeST tournaments have been tak-
ing place every year in Belgrade for the
past nine years. This is the second year
GUST has participated in this event, with
two teams participating in the Men’s
Football and Women’s Futsal categories,
which concluded with a 3rd place win for
the men’s football team.

On this occasion, Dean of Student
Affairs, Dr Raghad Al Kazemi, said “We
are very excited for this win, which is
proof of our students’ dedication and
persistence. This also follows the win of
our  women’s  footbal l  team at  the
Univers i t y  Athlet ics  Associat ion of
Kuwait (UAAK) championship this sea-
son. The sky is our limit now!”

The standout team of the tournament
was the GUST men’s football team, who
won 1st place at the competition, after
challenging games against DIF University,
Serbia, Rekreativo, Serbia, GUST, American
College of Greece, and Sabanci University,
Turkey, who also attended the final match
against FON University, Serbia where the
team won on penalties after a last minute
equalizer through full  time.
Representatives from the Kuwaiti Embassy
also attended the matches in a show of
support, and to see the GUST men’s foot-
ball team in action.

BeST Organizer, Sonja Milicevic, said, “It
is our pleasure to host GUST’s football

team at Best for a second year. We were
impressed by the team’s determination
and display of fair play last year, which
they were able to maintain and improve
this year. Seeing them turn a loss into a
win in the last minute of the final game
just comes to show how much practice
and hard work went into their prepara-
tions. We hope to host GUST again in our
upcoming tournaments with more teams
and more gold.”

The team spent eight days in Belgrade,
and started training right upon arrival at
the FK Partizan training ground, one of the
top local football  clubs, which was
arranged by the Kuwaiti  embassy at
Belgrade.

GUST Athletics Director, Craig Drennan,
said, “Winning the Men’s Football
Tournament in Belgrade at BeST2017 is an
achievement that both GUST and Kuwait
can be proud of. The win demonstrated
that the skill level of our student athletes is
as good as anywhere in the world and it is
a credit to the dedication and hard work of
the team and their coach Mohammed
Jaber Al Shemmery that they prevailed to
win under difficult circumstances.It goes
without saying that I am incredibly proud
of our team and our staff who all played an
important role in this victory. I hope that
we can continue to provide our student
athletes with the opportunity to compete
in international tournaments as they pro-
vide important competitive, educational
and cultural exchanges using the interna-
tional language of sport.”

Previous wins and achievements of
GUST teams include a 1st place win at the
2015 UAAK Men’s Football Tournament,
and another 1st place win at the 2015
UAAK Women’s Football Tournament.

GUST men’s football team 
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