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BIRMINGHAM:  Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur
insisted his side were “completely calm” ahead of
their Champions Trophy opener against arch-rivals
India-the latest edition of world cricket’s highest
profile fixture.

A sell-out crowd is expected at the Edgbaston
ground in Birmingham-a city with one of the
largest Asian populations in Britain-while the
worldwide television audience for Sunday’s match
could run into the billions.

But Arthur, after seeing Pakistan train Saturday,
told reporters at Edgbaston: “They have topped
their skills up, and they’re ready for a big game. 

“Our changing room was completely calm. It’s
amazing. “It’s the outside noise that there is. “Within
the dressing room, it is unbelievably calm, unbe-
lievably focused and very, very excited for the chal-
lenge that presents itself tomorrow (Sunday).”

Arthur, appointed Pakistan coach in May last
year added: “When we started this, the players
would go and hit balls and hit balls and wouldn’t
really know when to stop. “Today, we were short,
we were sharp. People got exactly what they want-
ed out of the training nets.

“They’re ready for a big game. Our changing
room was completely calm. It’s amazing.” This will
be the first time Arthur, a former coach of both his
native South Africa and Australia, has been

involved directly in a match between cricket’s
fiercest rivals. Asked how it compared to the Ashes,
Arthur who was dismissed by Australia shortly
before the 2013 Test series against England, said,
with a smile: “To be honest, I got sacked just before
the Ashes. So I never ever experienced that.

“But I think this rivalry is certainly bigger than
most and I’m just so excited to be part of it.” Arthur,
however, insisted Pakistan would ignore the “little
bit of hype” surrounding their latest fixture against
India, the Champions Trophy title-holders.

‘EVERY GAME MASSIVE’ 
In a tournament featuring the world’s top eight

one-day international teams, and with just three
group games a side, Arthur emphasised how every
match counted.

“We know for us to progress in this tournament,
we’ve got to hit the ground running,” he said. “Every
game for us in this competition is massive. “We
can’t take our foot off the pedal in any game, and
we can’t think, ‘ah, it’s India, we have to just lift our-
selves’, because that would be very unprofessional.”

Pakistan, captained by Sarfraz Ahmed, one of
the world’s leading  wicket-keeper/batsmen, have
plenty of variety in their attack. Arthur was con-
vinced that would be key to their chances against a
powerful India top order. — AFP

Pakistan ‘completely calm’ ahead of India clash: Arthur

BASSETERRE:  Sunil Narine snared three wickets
and mesmerised Afghanistan to set up a six-
wicket win for the West Indies in the first fixture
of a three-match T20 International series at
Warner Park in St Kitts on Friday.

Having missed out on the meeting with the
Afghans at last year’s World T20 due to issues
with his bowling action, the off-spinner was at
his unplayable best in taking three for 11 off his
four-over allotment as the visitors were dis-
missed for 110 batting first.

Marlon Samuels then struck a fluent 35 to
lead the home side’s romp to victory with almost
four overs to spare to take a 1-0 lead ahead of
the second match at the same venue on
Saturday.

“Getting back into action in West Indies
colours is always an enjoyable thing,” said Narine
after receiving the “Man of the Match” award. “I
am always trying different things with my bowl-
ing and tonight they came off pretty well.”

Afghanistan’s top order, including captain
Asghar Stanikzai who had chosen to bat first,
showed little responsibility at the crease and a
succession of reckless shots saw them slipping
to 58 for eight in the 14th over and in danger of
falling below their previous lowest T20
International score of 72.

However Rashid Khan, with a T20 best of 33,
and 21 from fellow spinner Amir Hamza gave the
innings a measure of respectability as 52 runs
were added by the last two wickets. Khan and

Hamza then hinted at what might have been
possible with a more competitive total as the
two specialist spinners proved more than a
handful for Samuels and the other frontline West
Indies batsmen.

Fast-medium bowler Shapoor Zadran
claimed two expensive wickets but it was the
guile and variations of the slow bowlers which
presented the greatest challenge although they
did not enjoy much reward, Khan dismissing
Lendl Simmons just before victory was achieved.

“It’s always important to start with a win and
we did what was required,” said West Indies cap-
tain Carlos Brathwaite. “Their tail held us up a bit
and I thought we lost too many wickets, but
generally it was a satisfying effort.”

West Indies went into the match without
experienced all-rounder Kieron Pollard, who is
sidelined with the flu. Uncapped fast bowler
Ronsford Beaton was the other player omitted
from the squad of 13.

Afghanistan retained the same 11 which
defeated a Cricket West Indies President’s XI in
a warm-up match at the same venue two days
earlier.

‘COME BACK STRONGER’ 
“We needed to get at least 30-40 more runs

to be competitive,” said a disappointed Stanikzai.
“We know what we have to do to improve and I
expect us to come back stronger for the second
match.”

In their only previous senior international
meeting, Afghanistan defeated the West Indies
by six runs at the 2016 World T20 although the
Caribbean side went on to lift the title for the
second time in four years.

Since that upset win, Afghanistan had won
another ten consecutive T20 Internationals
against Associate Member nations while the
West Indies won just two of nine matches since
defeating England in the World T20 final 14
months ago. — AFP

CRICKET

Narine shines in West 
Indies six-wicket win

ST KITTS: Shafiqullah Shafaq (L) of Afghanistan stops Jason Mohammed (R) of West Indies from scoring during the 1st T20i match
between West Indies and Afghanistan at Warner Park, Basseterre, St Kitts, on Saturday. — AFP

BIRMINGHAM:  Title-holders India will look
to put an off-field row behind them when
they face arch-rivals Pakistan in their
Champions Trophy opener at Edgbaston
today.  The build-up to what is arguably
cricket’s most anticipated fixture has been
dominated by reports of a falling out
between India captain Virat Kohli and coach
Anil Kumble. Former India leg-spinner
Kumble has overseen five Test series wins
since his appointment in June last year.

His contract expires after the end of the
Champions Trophy but many have ques-
tioned the wisdom of the Board of Control
for Cricket in India’s decision to advertise
Kumble’s job a week before the one-day
international tournament starts.
Ramachandra Guha, who quit a Supreme
Court-appointed four-member committee
overseeing the BCCI in protest, said in his
letter of resignation: “If indeed the captain
and the head coach were not getting
along, why was this not attended to as
soon as the Australia series was over in late
March?.  “Why was it left until the last
minute, when a major international tourna-
ment was imminent?” 

There were fears India may not even get
the chance to defend the title they won at
Edgbaston four years by beating hosts
England in a thrilling final reduced by rain to
20 overs per side, after the BCCI hinted at a
boycott of the 50-over tournament as a
result of a revenue-sharing dispute with the
International Cricket Council (ICC). But Kohli,

one of the most driven players now in world
cricket, said as his squad left for England:
“The hunger to win and ruthlessness is what
we speak about all the time.”

The India captain leads a powerful bat-
ting line-up, with former Pakistan skipper
Shahid Afridi, in a column for www.icc-crick-
et.com, writing: “While Kohli is the backbone,
India possesses considerable firepower
around him. Rohit Sharma, Shikhar Dhawan,
Ajinkya Rahane, Yuvraj Singh and MS Dhoni
are all match-winners.”

Afridi also noted the “balance” in a bowl-
ing attack which is set to include seamers by
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Mohammad Shami
as well as the spin duo of Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja.

‘Nothing to lose’ 
But Pakistan are not without hope and

boast proven performers in the likes of skip-
per Sarfraz Ahmed, an excellent wicket-
keeper/batsman, was well as a big-hitting
rookie in Faheem Ashraf. “We have nothing
to lose, we just want to play our natural
game,” Sarfraz said last week. “We are very
hopeful of playing well in this tournament
and we want to win it.” Yet for all that play-
ers on both sides have tried to label
Sunday’s clash as “just another game”, the
fact is someone always has something to
lose in an India-Pakistan match, a fixture
that commands the attention of billions
round the world let alone in the two cricket
crazy sub-continent.  — AFP

Kumble-Kohli row clouds 
India-Pakistan opener

BIRMINGHAM: India captain Virat Kohli, 2nd right, and India coach Anil Kumble, 2nd
left, attend a practice session in the nets ahead of their ICC Champions Trophy Group
B match against Pakistan at Edgbaston in Birmingham, England, yesterday. — AP

BIRMINGHAM: Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur (R) and captain Sarfraz Ahmed attend a press confer-
ence at Edgbaston cricket ground in Birmingham yesterday, ahead of the ICC Champions Trophy
cricket match between Pakistan and India. — AFP

Afghanistan Innings
U. Ghani run out 8
G. Naib b Badree 12
A. Stanikzai c and b Williams 5
K. Janat c wkpr Walton b Brathwaite 8
S. Shinwari lbw Narine 7
M. Nabi c Taylor b Brathwaite 2
R. Khan c Narine b Taylor 33
Shafiqullah c and b Narine 0
Najibullah c wkpr Walton b Narine 4
A. Hamza c wkpr Walton b Williams 21
S. Zadran not out 1
Extras (b-4, lb-3, w-2) 9
Total (all out, 20 overs) 110
Fall of wickets: 1-21 (Naib), 2-26 (Ghani), 3-26
(Stanikzai), 4-42 (Janat), 5-46 (Nabi), 6-46
(Shinwari),  7-46 (Shafiqullah), 8-58
(Najibullah), 9-94 
(Khan), 10-110 (Hamza)
Bowling: J. Taylor 4-0-38-1 (1w), S. Badree 4-0-
19-1, K. Williams 4-1-19-2 (1w), S. Narine 4-0-
11-3, C. Brathwaite 4-0-16-2

West Indies Innings
C. Walton c Ghani b Zadran 22
E. Lewis c Shenwari b Janat 26
M. Samuels b Zadran 35
L. Simmons b Khan 6
J. Mohammed not out 18
R. Powell not out 2
Extras (lb-1, w-4) 5
Total (4 wkts, 16.3 overs) 114
Fall of wickets: 1-33 (Walton), 2-63 (Lewis), 3-
82 (Simmons), 4-99 (Samuels)
Did not bat: C. Brathwaite, S. Narine, J. Taylor,
S. Badree, K. Williams
Bowling: S. Zadran 3.3-0-30-2 (2w), M. Nabi 3-
0-23-0, A. Hamza 4-0-24-0, R. 
Khan 4-0-14-1 (2w), K. Janat 1-0-12-1, S.
Shenwari 1-0-10-0
Result: West Indies won by 6 wickets.

BASSETERRE, Saint Kitts and Nevis: Scoreboard of the opening fixture of a three-match T20
International series between the West Indies and Afghanistan at Warner Park in St Kitts yesterday. 

SCOREBOARD

BIRMINGHAM:  Title-holders India begin
their quest to retain the Champions
Trophy when they face arch-rivals Pakistan
in their tournament opener at Edgbaston
on Sunday.  Ahead of their latest one-day
international encounter, AFP Sport looks
back at five memorable limited overs
matches between the Asian cricket giants.

April 18, 1986
Sharjah

Pakistan won by one wicket
A match no fan on either side of the bor-

der will forget. Pakistan, needing four runs
off the last ball to lift the Australasia Cup,
sailed through as Javed Miandad pulled a
full toss from seamer Chetan Sharma for six.
Instantly, Miandad became a national hero
and Sharma was reduced to facing barbs
and insults on his return home

March 1, 2003
Centurion

India won by six wickets
The World Cup match featured a classic

cricket confrontation between two global
stars in India batsman Sachin Tendulkar and
Pakistan fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar. Tendulkar
smashed a 75-ball 98 to help his team
achieve a 274-run target. Akhtar bagged just
one wicket, that of Tendulkar, while conced-
ing 72 runs in his 10 overs. Pakistan opener
Saeed Anwar (101) was the only batsman to
score a century in the match.

September 19, 2004
Edgbaston

Pakistan won by three wickets
Pakistan would be delighted if history

repeated itself on Sunday, having won
this previous Champions Trophy
encounter in Birmingham with four balls
to spare. Rana Naved and Akhtar took
four wickets apiece to restrict India, with-
out Tendulkar because of a ‘tennis elbow’
injury to 200. Pakistan slumped to 27 for
three but Yousuf Youhana (later known as
Mohammad Yousuf) saw them to victory
with an unbeaten 81.

March 30, 2011
Mohali

India won by 29 runs
A World Cup semi-final match that

Pakistan ‘lost’ as  much as India, on home
soil, won with the visitors dropping
Tendulkar four times during an 85 that
also saw him survive two close lbw calls.
Pakistan’s chase slowed to a halt in the
face of a tight fielding effort, with Misbah-
ul-Haq criticised for taking 76 balls to
make 56.

March 2, 2014
Dhaka

Pakistan won by one wicket
Pakistan appeared to be cruising to

victory during this Asia Cup clash in
Bangladesh when they needed 11 off the
last 10 balls with four wickets in hand to
overtake India’s 245 for eight. But three
wickets fell quickly and it came down to
nine runs off the last four deliveries from
Ravichandran Ashwin. But Shahid Afridi,
living up to his big-hitting reputation,
smashed the next two balls for sixes to
seal victory. —AFP

Five great India-Pakistan
ODI clashes

BIRMINGHAM:  Australia captain Steven Smith
looked forward to a better performance from his
attack in the remainder of the Champions Trophy
after an “ordinary” display in their no result opener
against New Zealand.

Rain came to Australia’s rescue when, after sev-
eral interruptions, Friday’s match was finally aban-
doned with Smith’s men 53 for three off nine overs
in pursuit of a revised victory target of 235 in 33.

But what most annoyed Smith was a profligate
effort by his pace bowlers which allowed New
Zealand to get off to a flyer. The Blackcaps, for
whom captain Kane Williamson led the way with
exactly 100, were 254 for three in the 40th over and
on course for a total well in excess of 300 following
a dashing 65 from opener Luke Ronchi.

But Williamson’s run out sparked a slump that

saw seven wickets lost for 37 runs in under six
overs as New Zealand finished on 291 all out.

Josh Hazlewood did the bulk of the damage
with six for 52 but his figures could not disguise
poor returns for fellow quicks Mitchell Starc (none
for 52) and Pat Cummins (one for 67). “I thought it
was probably one of the worst bowling displays
that we’ve put on for a very long time,” Smith said.
“We bowled both sides of wicket. We gave them a
lot of freebies. And it was pretty ordinary, to be
honest with you.” This was left-armer Starc’s first
match since the second Test against India in March
and Smith backed his spearhead to come good in
their second match of the one-day international
tournament against Bangladesh.

“Let’s hope it’s rust and let’s hope it’s gone,” said
Smith. “Because that was pretty ordinary.  “Credit to

them they came out quite hard and played quite
well up top and got their innings going. 

“Kane timed his innings beautifully, played real-
ly well throughout the middle but we did not bowl
well at all.”

‘GOT AWAY WITH ONE’ 
Smith accepted the weather had probably

spared his side a damaging defeat, saying: “We still
had a lot of work to do and they’ve got a quality
bowling attack as well, so we perhaps got away
with one there. “We certainly would have preferred
to be in New Zealand’s position when we came off
at the end.” Tournament hosts England were the
main beneficiaries after launching the competition
with an eight-wicket win over Bangladesh at the
Oval on Thursday. — AFP

Steven Smith wants more from Australia attack


