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ST PETERSBURG: Down the street
from where Detroit’s Russian Five took
the NHL by storm in  the 1990s,
defenseman Nikita Zaitsev sat down
for  dinner  with his  agent  and
explained that  h is  pain  of  being
passed over in the draft three times
was gone.

Just four months into his rookie
year with Toronto, Zaitsev realized not
being drafted was the best thing to
happen to him.  Chicago’s  Ar temi
Panarin told agent Dan Millstein the
same thing as he earned rookie of the
year honors with 77 points last season.

Zaitsev and Panar in  are  on the
leading edge of  a  generat ion of
Russ ian stars  coming to  Nor th
America from the Kontinental Hockey

League in their 20s and making an
immediate  impac t .   Washington’s
Evgeny Kuznetsov and Dmitry Orlov
and St. Louis’ Vladimir Tarasenko devel-
oped after being high draft picks, and
Alexander Radulov returned last year
and experienced the kind of NHL ren-
aissance in Montreal  that  I lya
Kovalchuk hopes to find as he looks to
be back next season.

Fledgling franchise Vegas hopes it
gets the same kind of results from
multiple KHL All-Star center Vadim
Shipachyov, Colorado is counting on
defenseman Andrei Mironov to play
right away and Buffalo is figuring the
same from Victor Antipin as Russia is
proving to be a reliable pipeline for
immediately NHL-ready talent.

“Years ago, we had (Igor) Larionov
and (Slava) Fetisov coming over and it
took them a little time, but in recent
years players like Panarin and Radulov
and Zaitsev have come over and done
very, very well,” Vegas Golden Knights
general manager George McPhee said.
“Especially with the experienced play-
ers, a bunch of them just got to play in
the World Cup in Toronto on the small
r ink  in  a  huge tournament ,  and
they’ve played in international tourna-
ments over here, so I think just having
the exper ience of  p laying on the
smal ler  r ink  has  probably  helped
some of the experienced players.”

A combination of factors has made
the NHL assimilation for Russian play-
ers  quicker  than ever.  M i l lstein

believes the comfort level of being
able to develop and play professional-
ly at home, combined with improved
coaching and the assistance of veter-
ans such as Kovalchuk and former Red
Wings forward Pavel Datsyuk have all
contributed to easing players’ adjust-
ments.

Despite  thoughts  that  some
Russian players might leave the NHL
for the KHL for the chance to play in
the 2018 Olympics, there seems to be
an exodus the other way with top
players even taking pay cuts to come
to North America. Some of that has to
do with financial turmoil in the KHL,
including concerns over late or missed
paychecks. Millstein knows the wait-
ing game is not for everyone, such as

Tampa Bay leading scorer  N ik i ta
Kucherov, who played Canadian junior
hockey to get accustomed to North
American rinks that are 15 feet nar-
rower than those in Europe. Undrafted
Panarin and Zaitsev needed no such
adjustment period before thriving in
the NHL as mid-20s rookies.

“It’s always nice to see Russian guys
come here, especially undrafted, try to
get a shot here,” said Orlov, who quick-
ly became a top-pairing defenseman
for the Capitals. “Everybody’s different
to come here. Here is (the) best league
in the world and I think everyone, you
need more time to get used to how
you play here and how (the) coach is
going to give you ice time and every-
thing like that.”—AP

Russia becomes a reliable pipeline for ready-made NHL talent

SEATTLE: Tampa Bay Rays right fielder Steven Souza Jr. slides after missing a foul fly ball from Seattle Mariners’ Danny Valencia during the fifth inning of a baseball game Friday, in Seattle. — AP

DETROIT: Miguel Cabrera had his 1,000th
career extra-base hit, J.D. Martinez fell a sin-
gle short of the cycle as Detroit beat the
White Sox. Cabrera and Martinez combined
for five hits, all for extra bases, and six RBIs
in eight at-bats.  John Hicks and Mikie
Mahtook also homered for Detroit. Michael
Fulmer (6-3) allowed a season-high five runs
and seven hits in seven innings. The Tigers
had been shut out in his past two starts.
White Sox starter Derek Holland (4-5)
allowed eight runs and eight hits, including
three homers, in 2 1/3 innings.

HOUSTON 7, TEXAS 1
Unbeaten lefty Dallas Keuchel earned his

MLB-leading ninth win, pitching six scoreless
innings as the Houston Astros beat the Texas
Rangers 7-1 after a long rain delay Friday for
their eighth straight victory. Carlos Correa
and George Springer each hit a three-run
homer for the Astros (39-16), who have the
best record and longest winning streak in
the majors. Correa’s homer came in the fifth
off Rangers ace Yu Darvish (5-4), winless in
his last eight starts against Houston. After
the start was delayed two hours because of
rain, Keuchel (9-0) struck out seven and
walked two while limiting the Rangers to
three hits. The 2015 AL Cy Young Award win-
ner worked out of a bases-loaded jam in the
sixth when he got Rougned Odor on an
inning-ending groundout.

CUBS 3, CARDINALS 2
Jason Heyward hit a tiebreaking sacrifice

fly in the eighth inning, and the Chicago
Cubs broke a six-game losing streak with a
victory over St Louis. Heyward also had an
RBI double in the sixth and Kris Bryant

homered as the Cubs washed away some of
the sting from a winless road trip against
the Dodgers and Padres. Anthony Rizzo
reached four times and scored two runs a
day after he got engaged. Pedro Strop (1-2)
struck out Yadier Molina with the bases
loaded for the final out of the Cardinals
eighth, and Wade Davis finished for his 11th
save. Dexter Fowler homered for St. Louis in
his first game at Wrigley Field since he
signed with the Cardinals in the offseason.

TWINS 11, ANGELS 5
Joe Mauer, Robbie Grossman and Max

Kepler each hit a two-run homer to power
Minnesota. For the third consecutive game,
the Angels’ Albert Pujols remained at 599
career home runs while going 0 for 4. Kyle
Gibson, in his third start since a brief minor-
league demotion, turned in his best game
of the season. Gibson (2-4) took a shutout
into the sixth inning before tiring and giv-
ing up two runs. He allowed six hits in a sea-
son-high 5 2/3 innings. JC Ramirez (5-4) suf-
fered his worst start of the season for the
Angels, giving up the seven runs and eight
hits in 4 1/3 innings. Danny Espinosa hit a
two-run homer for Los Angeles in the ninth.

NATIONALS 13, ATHLETICS 3
Daniel Murphy and Brian Goodwin each

had four hits, including a home run, and
Stephen Strasburg pitched seven strong
innings as Washington defeated Oakland.
Murphy was 4 for 5 with two RBIs, including
his 10th home run. He’s 10 for 18 with three
extra-base hits and five RBIs over his last
four games since missing three games last
weekend with an illness. Goodwin played
right field in place of Bryce Harper, who was

serving the third of his four-game suspen-
sion for his role in Monday’s brawl with the
San Francisco Giants. His home run was his
career first and the four hits were a career
high. Matt Joyce homered for Oakland,
which lost for the sixth time in seven games.
Andrew Triggs (5-5) lasted just 3 2/3 innings.

DODGERS 2, BREWERS 1, 12 INNINGS
Cody Bellinger homered in the 12th

inning off Milwaukee reliever Neftali Feliz
(1-5), salvaging a win for the Dodgers on a
night when ace left-hander Clayton
Kershaw recorded his 2,000th strikeout.
Kenley Jansen (3-0) pitched two scoreless
innings for the win, stranding the potential
tying run at third with one out in the speedy
Jonathan Villar by striking out Orlando Arcia
looking and getting Travis Shaw to pop out
to short. Los Angeles pitching had a fran-
chise-record 26 strikeouts, handing the
Brewers the dubious distinction of tying the
MLB mark for most whiffs in a game.
Jansen’s strikeout of Hernan Perez in the
11th was his 36th of the season without
having allowed a walk all year, setting a
major league mark. Both teams combined
for 42 strikeouts, a National League record.

REDS 3, BRAVES 2, 10 INNINGS
Eugenio Suarez scored the tying run in

the ninth on Jim Johnson’s wild pitch, and
Devin Mesoraco led off the 10th with a
homer, rallying Cincinnati past Atlanta.
Mesoraco, who got into the game as a
defensive replacement in the 10th, connect-
ed off Jose Ramirez (2-2) for his first career
game-ending homer. Raisel Iglesias (2-0)
faced three batters in the top of the 10th.
Second baseman Brandon Phillips returned
to Great American Ball Park for the first time
since his trade in February after 11 seasons
in Cincinnati. He went 0 for 5 with two
strikeouts. Atlanta’s Mike Foltynewicz
pitched two-hit ball for seven innings and
matched his career high with 10 strikeouts,
five of them called by umpire Mike Winters.
He turned a 2-0 lead over to the bullpen.
The Reds tied it against Johnson, who blew
a save for the fourth time.

GIANTS 10, PHILLIES 0
Ty Blach tossed his first career shutout,

Denard Span had five hits and San Francisco
routed skidding Philadelphia. Blach (4-2)
scattered seven hits, struck out four and
didn’t walk a batter to win his fourth con-
secutive start. He also became the first
major league pitcher in eight years to walk
three times. Eduardo Nunez added three
hits and three RBIs for the Giants, who end-
ed a three-game losing streak. They had a
season high in runs by the sixth inning and
tied a season best with 15 hits.

Phillies starter Jerad Eickhoff (0-6) gave
up five runs - four earned - and six hits,
walking five in 2 2/3 innings, his shortest

career outing. The Phillies (17-35) have lost
five in a row and 26 of 32. They have the
worst record in the majors.

MARLINS 7, DIAMONDBACKS 5
Giancarlo Stanton matched a career high

by scoring three times, and his 15th home
run of the season put Miami ahead for good
as the Marlins topped Arizona. Justin Bour
and Christian Yelich each hit two-run
homers in the first for Miami, which
improved to 6-2 on this homestand. J.T.
Realmuto had two hits and scored twice for
the Marlins. Stanton’s solo homer in the fifth
was his 579th career RBI, breaking a tie with
Mike Lowell for the Marlins’ all-time lead.
Paul Goldschmidt homered and drove in
three runs for Arizona. Diamondbacks
starter Patrick Corbin (4-6) allowed nine hits
and six runs in six innings. Dustin McGowan
(3-0) retired all five batters he faced for the
win. A.J. Ramos pitched a perfect ninth for
his seventh save.

PIRATES 12, METS 7
Elias Diaz hit his first major league homer

and drove in six runs as a late addition to
the lineup, lifting Pittsburgh over New York.
Diaz hit a go-ahead, three-run shot off inef-
fective reliever Paul Sewald (0-1) during a
seven-run sixth inning. The Pirates led 11-7
when New York finally retired the side, a
swift reversal after the Mets went up 7-4
with a five-run fifth. Diaz entered 2 for 12 in
six games this season and had just one
career RBI. Lucas Duda hit a pair of upper-
deck homers for the Mets, and Michael
Conforto added his 14th of the season. Josh
Bell and Josh Harrison also homered as the
Pirates bailed out starter Gerrit Cole (3-5),
who allowed seven runs and eight hits over
five innings.

ORIOLES 3, RED SOX 2
Seth Smith and Manny Machado hit first-

inning home runs off Rick Porcello to back a
redemptive pitching performance by Alec
Asher and help the Baltimore Orioles beat
the Boston Red Sox. Jonathan Schoop had
two hits and scored a run for the Orioles,
who have won four of five following a sev-
en-game losing streak. The Orioles used
the long ball  to take control  against
Porcello (3-7), the 2016 Cy Young Award
winner. Smith drove a 3-2 pitch into the
right-field seats for his third career leadoff
homer, and Machado pulled a fastball into
the second deck for a 2-0 lead. Asher (2-3)
retired 16 of the first 17 batters he faced
and ended up allowing two runs and three
hits over 6 1-3 innings. It was his second
start since replacing Ubaldo Jimenez in the
Baltimore rotation. Pablo Sandoval home-
red for the Red Sox.

BLUE JAYS 7, YANKEES 5
Josh Donaldson hit two solo home runs,

Francisco Liriano won in his return from the
disabled list as Toronto beat the Yankees.
Justin Smoak added his team-leading 13th
homer, a two-run drive in Toronto’s three-
run first inning. He drove in three runs.
Aaron Judge hit his major league-leading
18th homer for the Yankees and Starlin
Castro also connected. Donaldson homered
off Michael Pineda (6-3) in the first, then
made it 6-4 with a homer off Jonathan
Holder in the sixth. It was the 11th multi-
homer game of his career. Activated off the
disabled list before the game after being
out since May 10 because of a sore shoul-
der, Liriano (3-2) allowed two runs and four
hits in five-plus innings.

ROYALS 4, INDIANS 0
Jason Vargas tossed his first shutout in

nearly three years, outdueling Royals neme-
sis Josh Tomlin and sending Kansas City
past Cleveland. Vargas (7-3) allowed seven
hits over the first six innings but deftly
induced double plays in four of them to
escape the trouble. I t was Vargas’ first
shutout since a 3-0 victory over Oakland in
2014. The Royals scored their first run off
Tomlin (3-7) with two outs in the sixth when
Lorenzo Cain beat out an infield single. Whit
Merrifield extended his hitting streak to 17
games with an RBI double in the seventh,
and Mike Moustakas belted his 14th homer.

PADRES 8, ROCKIES 5
Austin Hedges, Yangervis Solarte and Wil

Myers homered, leading San Diego to an 8-
5 victory over Colorado for their season-
high fifth straight win. The Padres followed
their sweep of the defending World Series
champion Cubs by beating the Rockies,
who have a share of the NL West lead.
Clayton Richard (4-6) allowed four runs -
three earned - and 10 hits in 5 2/3 innings,
while striking out three in winning for the
second time in his last three outings.
Brandon Maurer worked the ninth for his
ninth save. German Marquez (4-3) went
five innings, allowing six runs, eight hits
and two walks for Colorado, which has lost
four of five. 

MARINERS 12, RAYS 4
Danny Valencia hit a three-run homer

and tied a career high with five RBIs, Taylor
Motter connected for a first-inning grand
slam and Seattle routed Tampa Bay. The
Mariners jumped on Jake Odorizzi (3-3) for
five runs in the first. Valencia drew a bases-
loaded walk with two outs and Motter fol-
lowed with his second slam of the season.
Christian Bergman (3-2) pitched well for the
third time in his last four starts. He allowed
just a  pair of solo home runs over six
innings. Colby Rasmus and Tim Beckham hit
back-to-back homers for the Rays in the
fourth. Kevin Kiermaier added a two-run
shot in the seventh. — AP

Cabrera, Martinez lead Tigers in 15-5 win over White Sox

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 31 21 .596 -       
Baltimore 29 24 .547 2.5   
Boston 29 25 .537 3       
Tampa Bay 29 28 .509 4.5   
Toronto 27 28 .491 5.5   

Central Division
Minnesota 28 23 .549 -       
Cleveland 28 25 .528 1       
Detroit 26 28 .481 3.5   
Chicago White Sox 24 29 .453 5       
Kansas City 23 30 .434 6       

Western Division
Houston 39 16 .709 -       
LA Angels 28 30 .483 12.5  
Texas 26 29 .473 13      
Seattle 26 30 .464 13.5  
Oakland 23 31 .426 15.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 34 19 .642 -       
NY Mets 23 30 .434 11      
Atlanta 22 30 .423 11.5  
Miami 22 31 .415 12      
Philadelphia 17 35 .327 16.5  

Central Division
Milwaukee 29 26 .527 -       
St. Louis 26 26 .500 1.5   
Chicago Cubs 26 27 .491 2       
Cincinnati 25 28 .472 3       
Pittsburgh 25 30 .455 4       

Western Division
LA Dodgers 34 22 .607 -       
Colorado 34 23 .596 0.5   
Arizona 34 23 .596 0.5   
San Francisco 23 33 .411 11      
San Diego 23 33 .411 11      

MLB results/standings

San Diego 8, Colorado 5; Seattle 12, Tampa Bay 4; Minnesota 11, LA Angels 5; Washington 13, Oakland 3; Kansas
City 4, Cleveland 0; LA Dodgers 2, Milwaukee 1 (12 innings); Houston 7, Texas 1; Miami 7, Arizona 5; Cincinnati 3,
Atlanta 2 (10 innings); Detroit 15, Chicago White Sox 5; Pittsburgh 12, NY Mets 7; Toronto 7, NY Yankees 5;
Baltimore 3, Boston 2; San Francisco 10, Philadelphia 0; Chicago Cubs 3, St. Louis 2.              


