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PARIS: Alize Cornet and Caroline Garcia, French compatriots but barely
on speaking terms after a bitter feud, will clash for a place in the Roland
Garros quarter-finals. Cornet reached the last 16 for the just second
time with a 6-2, 6-1 win over Polish ninth seed Agnieszka Radwanska

who lost all her seven service games. Garcia, seeded 28,
made the fourth round of a Slam for the first time with
a 6-4, 4-6, 9-7 win over Taiwan’s world number 109
Hsieh Su-Wei. Those wins guaranteed the home

nation will have at least one quarter-finalist in Paris for
the first time since Marion Bartoli in 2011. However,
Cornet admitted that her relationship with Garcia has
virtually broken down. “I think that the relationship is

not very good,” said 27-year-old Cornet. “I think
she may have a grudge against us, so she’s not
ready to talk with me, so I don’t think that it
will be good to talk to her, because we are
playing against each other. —AFP

LUCO DI MUGELLO: Italian motorcycling star Valentino Rossi proved he
was well on the comeback trail after a training accident by setting the
fastest time in free practice yesterday ahead of the Italian Grand Prix. Rossi,
38, known on the circuit as ‘The Doctor’, was discharged from a Rimini hos-
pital last weekend after treatment for chest and stomach injuries suffered
while he was training in motocross. But buoyed by the
enthusiastic support of the rowdy home crowd the
Italian posted a fastest lap of 1min 46.543sec, with
world champion Marc Marquez of Spain at .322sec
on his Honda and Ducati’s Jorge Lorenzo, winner
last year in Tuscany, at 0.368. World championship
leader Maverick Vinales, Rossi’s Yahama teammate,
finished fifth-fastest at 0.429, with qualifying taking
place later. Rossi-bidding for a 10th world
title this season-is sitting third in the
overall standings behind Vinales and
Honda’s Dani Pedrosa, who was ninth-
fastest. —AFP

LONDON: Former Italy striker Fabrizio Ravanelli would love to manage his
former club Middlesbrough, freshly relegated from the Premier League, he
told Britain’s Press Association yesterday. The 48-year-old, who scored 33
goals in 52 appearances for unfashionable Boro in the 1996/97 season
after surprisingly leaving then European champions Juventus, has not had
a wealth of coaching experience since hanging up his boots in 2005. He
spent two years as part of the Juventus youth team coaching staff before
an unhappy spell in 2013 at Corsican outfit Ajaccio, who sacked him after
five months in charge with them second from bottom of Ligue 1. Interim
manager Steve Agnew has held talks with owner Steve Gibson about the
full-time post but is thought unlikely to get the job. Former Leicester City
manager Nigel Pearson-Ravanelli’s captain at Middlesbrough-and Garry
Monk, who made a good impression last season in the second-tier
Championship with Leeds United, are seen as the front-runners. That does-
n’t deter Ravanelli, whose goals helped Middlesbrough get to both the
League Cup and FA Cup final in the one season he was there before he left
for Marseille when they were relegated. —AFP
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Gulf Bank sponsors ‘Women Football Tournament’ 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank is pleased to be sponsor-
ing the ‘Women Football Tournament’, as part
of its series of Ramadan activities for this year.
The tournament will kick off today, 4 June
2017. The championship match and closing
ceremony is scheduled for 14 June. The tour-
nament matches will take place at Jaber Al
Ahmad Stadium, with 16 teams from Kuwait
and the GCC scheduled to play. 

Commenting on the sponsorship, Ms Laila

Al Qatami, Assistant General Manager for
Corporate Communications at Gulf Bank said:
“Health and fitness, along with support of
youth and women’s issues form key elements
of the Gulf Bank’s Corporate Social
Responsibility strategy; hence our sponsorship
of the ‘Women Football Tournament’. This tour-
nament is being organized by Eighty Percent,
a socially driven sports company established
by three young Kuwaiti women dedicated to

sports and fitness. Gulf Bank is happy to sup-
port their initiative and their message of the
importance of women leading and active and
healthy lifestyles.”

Ms. Rabaa Al Hajery, member of the tourna-
ment organizing committee, said: “We are very
pleased to be organizing this tournament for
the second consecutive year.  We happy with
our success in Ramadan 2016, and we are con-
fident that this year will be even bigger suc-

cess with the support of our partners and
sponsors. We would like to give special thanks
to Gulf Bank who is helping us achieve our
goal of creating a professional platform for
women’s sports in Kuwait.”

During the Holy Month of Ramadan, Gulf
Bank will be supporting and conducting sever-
al other activities. These include the distribu-
tion food boxes, visits to hospitals to celebrate
“Girgi’an” with children, holding Girgi’an cele-

brations with other partners, in addition to
having already launched a well received
Ramadan-themed television commercial. 

To find out more about Gulf Bank’s initia-
tives please visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branch-
es; contact the Customer Contact Center on
1805805, visit the bank’s bilingual website at
www.e-gulfbank.com, or see its social media
channels.

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Competitions in the Ninth Ramadan
Disabled Sports Tournament came to a conclu-
sion Thursday night. The tournament was
organized by Kuwait Disabled Sports Club
over four days in various games with over 180
players participating.

The tournament included competitions in
wheelchair and mental disability basketball,
volleyball, fencing, table tennis, weightlifting

and boccia for the blind.
KDSC Chairman of the Board Shafi Al-Hajiri

told journalists that he lauded the technical
level of the tournament as well as the spirit
the athletes have displayed, and considered
the continuation of this tournament for the
ninth consecutive year and the notable
increase of athletes participating, is the true
success.

Al-Hajiri who headed the organizing com-
mittee said the club is keen on organizing

such local sports gathering to prepare them
for foreign participations.

He appreciated the support of business-
woman Iqbal Behbehani in addition to Al-
Sayer Group, Taiba Hospital and several other
companies.

The results of the tournament saw Kuwait
disabled basketball team winning the wheel-
chair competition, while Al-Shaheed club the
mental disability basketball competition.

Malak Al-Enezi won the girls seated table

tennis competitions, while Yaqoub Al-Qasim
won the same competition for the general cat-
egory. The buds competition was won by
Khalifa Al-Qasim.

Ali Al-Sane won the standing table tennis
while Abdallah Ahmad won the buds competi-
tion while Fahad Al-Otaibi won the buds men-
tal disability category.

In Boccia for the blind player Athari Al-
Mutairi won first place for the mixed category,
while Dhari Al-Azmi won first place in the

men’s category.
Abdallah Al-Haddad won first place in the

fencing florets and epee categories, while Zaid
Al-Mutairi won the weight lifting in the first
group, while Mohammad Hawash won second
group and Abdellatif Fawaz won the third
group.

Volleyball competition was won by Essa
club. The popular Dama games saw Tawfiq
Ashkanani and Hassan Bumijdad winning.

Ninth Ramadan Disabled Sports tournament concludes

Group picture of some of the participants. The organizing committee and captains. 
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