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In a nationalistic “America First” announcement from
the White House Rose Garden, Trump said he was with-
drawing from a UN-backed deal that imposes “draconian
financial and economic burdens” on the United States
while going too easy on economic rivals China, India and
Europe. “We don’t want other leaders and other countries
laughing at us anymore. And they won’t be.” Trump
offered no details about how, or when, a formal withdraw-
al would happen. At one point he suggested a renegotia-
tion could take place, an idea that was unceremoniously
slapped down by partners.

“There is nothing to renegotiate here,” EU climate com-
missioner Miguel Arias Canete told reporters in Brussels.
The United States is the world’s second-largest green-
house gas emitter, after China, so Trump’s decision could
seriously hamper efforts to cut emissions and limit global
temperature increases. Nicaragua and war-torn Syria are
the only countries not party to the Paris accord, the former
seeing it as not ambitious enough. Trump’s decision is like-
ly to play well with the Republican base, with the more
immediate damage likely to appear on the diplomatic
front. Vice President Mike Pence said that Trump “has
demonstrated his commitment... to put American workers,
American consumers, American energy, and the American
people first.”

Echoes of reality TV 
Ever the showman, the 70-year-old Trump gave his

decision a reality TV-style tease, refusing to indicate his
preference either way until his announcement.
Opponents of the pullout-said to include Trump’s daugh-
ter Ivanka-had warned that Washington’s global leader-
ship role was at stake, along with the environment. A
dozen large companies including oil major BP, agrochemi-
cal giant DuPont and tech heavyweights Google, Intel and
Microsoft had urged Trump to stick to the pact. Following
the announcement Tesla boss Elon Musk and Disney Chief
Robert Iger said they would no longer participate in presi-
dential business councils. “Climate change is real. Leaving
Paris is not good for America or the world,” Musk said.

‘Morally criminal’    
White House officials acknowledged that under the

deal, a formal withdrawal might not take place until after
the 2020 election, and leaders will certainly push Trump
to reconsider his decision in the meantime. India’s
Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan said his country is
committed to the Paris accord “irrespective” of the posi-
tion of other nations. Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-who has said failing to address climate change
would be “morally criminal”-is due to visit the White
House shortly.

Trump’s announcement comes less than 18 months after
the climate pact was adopted, the fruit of a hard-fought
agreement between Beijing and Washington under Obama’s
leadership. The Paris Agreement commits signatories to
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that cause global
warming, which is blamed for melting ice caps and glaciers,
rising sea levels and an increase in extreme weather events.
They vowed to take steps to keep the worldwide rise in tem-
peratures “well below” two degrees Celsius from pre-industri-
al times and to “pursue efforts” to hold the increase under 1.5
degrees Celsius.— AFP 

World forges ahead with climate deal...
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Every Ramadan, I notice how much extra time I have in
my life. When you don’t have to cook or eat, it really frees up
a lot of time. This is the perfect opportunity to use this extra
time to get closer to Allah, as well as your friends and fami-

ly. I wish you a happy, healthy, and enjoyable Ramadan.
Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center is a social and

educational hub for expats in Kuwait whose motto is:
Tolerance, Information, Empowerment, Solidarity.  For more
information, please call 252301015/6 or log onto: www.ties-
center.net

My first Ramadan

Continued from Page 1

Still, dabbling in businesses other than cars is Toyota’s
trademark. In recent years, it has been aggressively ven-
turing into robotics and artificial intelligence, investing a
billion dollars in a research and development company
in Silicon Valley. It’s also working in Japan on using
robotics to help the sick walk. It also just announced a
five-year $35 million investment in its research center in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, for autonomous and connected
vehicle technologies. 

The idea that each generation must take up chal-
lenges is part of Toyota’s roots, said auto analyst Takaki
Nakanishi. President Akio Toyoda’s great-grandfather
Sakichi Toyoda started out developing the loom and
then its automated improvements from the 1890s,
before the company became an automaker. More
recently, Toyota sees software and services as central to
the auto industry, as cars become connected, start driv-
ing themselves and turn into lifestyle digital tools,
Nakanishi said. 

As Toyota gets into the business of ecological vehi-
cles, such as hybrids, electric cars and fuel cells, it’s turn-
ing into an energy company as well. “Toyota’s business is
centered on mobility, anything that moves, including
people, things, money, information, energy,” said
Nakanishi. Toyota is traveling not only in the skies but

also to the waters, although that still remains a tiny part
of its sprawling empire.

Toyota’s boat operations began in 1997. Toyota now
offers four models and has sold a cumulative 845
boats. In contrast, Toyota sells about 10 million vehicles
a year around the world. Reporters recently got a ride
in Tokyo Bay of a Lexus luxury concept “yacht,” which
runs on two gas engines. With a streamlined curva-
ceous design, inspired by a dolphin and evocative of a
Lexus car, it’s being promised as a commercial product
in the next few years. 

Designed for executives zipping through resort
waters, it comes with fantasy-evoking features, like an
anchor pulled in by a chain into a tiny door in the bow,
which opens then closes mechanically. The engine, shiny
like a chrome sculpture, is visible beneath the sheer
floor surface. Shigeki Tomoyama, the executive in
charge, said the boat was going for “a liberating effect.” 

A price was not given. Many Americans have already
expressed interest, according to Toyota. The project
started about two years ago under direct orders from
Toyoda, who has with Tomoyama spearheaded Toyota’s
Gazoo internet business, another non-auto business for
Toyota. “He asked us to create a space that can work as a
secret hiding place in the middle of the ocean,”
Tomoyama said. “We went for the wow factor, which
requires no words.” — AP 

Toyota to make flying car, boat
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But if they have, for example, posted suspect materi-
al on Facebook or “followed” an extremist account on
Twitter or Instagram they may face additional ques-
tions.  The tougher visa rules also come after the US
administration banned travelers from several airports in
the Muslim world from using laptops on passenger
flights. This came after intelligence agencies reportedly
found evidence that Islamic extremists have perfected
the technology to hide a viable bomb in a working
computer.

Extremist threat
The White House, meanwhile, asked the US Supreme

Court on Thursday to reinstate its temporary ban on trav-
elers from six nations despite repeated setbacks in the
lower courts. It called on the court to rule on the legal
standing of Trump’s order, appealing a ruling by the fed-
eral Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals that blocked the ban.
It also asked the Supreme Court to lift another US-wide
injunction issued by a federal judge based in Hawaii. 

Justice Department spokeswoman Sarah Isgur Flores
said the White House believes the order is lawful,
despite charges that it targets Muslims in breach of US
freedoms. “The president is not required to admit peo-
ple from countries that sponsor or shelter terrorism,” she
insisted. Trump issued his initial travel ban, which
banned entry to nationals from seven countries for 90
days and suspended the nation’s refugee program for
120 days, in January.

After a weekend of chaos at airports and consulates
as travelers and officials struggled to adapt to the new
rules, the US courts stepped in and halted the measure.
Trump, who boasted during his campaign that he
would impose a “total ban” on Muslim travelers, has
insisted that the measure is based on legitimate securi-
ty concerns. A revised executive order in March meant
to address concerns raised by the federal judges. It
deleted Iraq from the list and removed an indefinite ban
on Syrian refugees. But the new order was also widely
criticized by immigrant rights activists and constitution-
al scholars. — AFP 

US seeks social media info from visa...

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump gestures
while speaking about the US role in the Paris climate
change accord in the Rose Garden of the White House
in Washington. — AP 

DUBAI: The world’s first operational police robot stands at attention as they prepare military cannon to fire to mark sunset and the end of the fasting day for Muslims observing Ramadan in Downtown Dubai.  — AFP 


