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ISLAMABAD: In this Aug 2, 2016 file photo, a worker sits in a stall set up by
the charity Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation, waiting for donations for Indian
Kashmiris. The group has been put on a government watchlist to curb ter-
rorism financing. —AP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has frozen the
accounts of 5,000 suspected militants, tak-
ing about $3 million out of their pockets,
but Islamabad could still  come under
scrutiny at a crucial June meeting of an
international watchdog that tracks terror
financing. Analysts and government offi-
cials say political foot-dragging and sympa-
thetic supporters throughout Pakistan
makes it difficult to cut off the money sup-
ply to banned militant groups.

Next month in Spain, the Financial
Action Task Force will update its assess-
ment of “high-risk and non-cooperative
jurisdictions,” Alexandra Wijmenga-Daniel
of the task force’s communications depart-
ment said in an email. She did not offer any
specifics. The 35-nation intergovernmental
organization was formed in 1989 to com-
bat money laundering. After 9/11, it also
took on the role of fighting the financing of
terror. Getting on the task force’s “black list”
could hurt a country’s ability to borrow, if
its banking system is considered a money
laundering haven.

In 2015, Pakistan was exempted from its
scrutiny after a similar session applauded
the country’s progress in tackling both
money laundering and terror financing.
However, concerns have been raised by the
resurrection of banned groups such as
Lashkar-e-Taiba under new names. Also
worrying is the relative ease with which
groups such as Jaish-e-Mohammed appear
to operate, openly running Islamic seminar-
ies and fundraising.

“The government has to find a way to
completely ban individuals and groups
(suspected of militant activity) from operat-
ing. This is the only way,” said Muhammad
Amir Rana, director of the Islamabad-based
Pakistan Institute of Peace Studies. Still,
Pakistan’s National Counter Terrorism
Authority (NACTA) has begun the painstak-
ing work of devising anti-terror financing
policies, freezing bank accounts of known
terrorist groups and identifying those that
have resurfaced with different names,
according to its director, Ishan Ghani.

NACTA was established in 2013 through
an act of parliament; four years later, Ghani
says it is “still in its formative stage”. When
he took over NACTA 18 months ago, it had
a staff of only 25, including drivers, despite
a government promise to bring in about
800 people with the job of curbing money
laundering and terror financing. Ghani
blamed the slow start on a lack of govern-
ment commitment and jurisdictional bat-
tles within the bureaucracy.

Since taking over, Ghani has increased
his staff to 100, gotten a budget of 1.8 bil-
lion rupees ($15.7 million) and is updating
a list of individuals suspected of extremism.
He also has devised a sweeping policy on
which new, stricter laws can be enacted. He
said its current lists are outdated, with sev-
eral suspected militants either dead or in
jail, and the job of identifying individuals
suspected of links to extremists rests with
Pakistan’s four provinces.

The names have been slow in coming,
Ghani added, blaming outdated systems,
political foot-dragging and a lack of focus
on counterterrorism despite military and

police operations against suspected hide-
outs - particularly in Pakistan’s tribal
regions that border Afghanistan. Politicians
have been reluctant to shut down some of
the reconstituted militant groups because
of the local support they enjoy and the
votes they bring in. Other groups, whose
stated purpose is to wage war with neigh-
bor India over the disputed Kashmir region,
survive because of their suspected links to
Pakistan’s military and intelligence.

Still, Ghani said he has had some success
pressing provincial lawmakers into action.
Ghani recounted an incident last year dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan, when
devout Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset
and fundraising often goes into high gear.
He received reports that outlawed groups
with militant links were openly raising cash.
He put all four provinces on notice, warn-
ing them to stop the fundraising.

Challenges 
This year, NACTA is circulating a list of

acceptable charities to which the faithful
can donate - those “not affiliated with ter-
rorism”, he said. Hasan Akbar, executive
director of the Islamabad-based Jinnah
Institute, said Pakistan has made some
progress tackling money laundering,
“shutting down businesses that had a
sweep not just in Pakistan but in Dubai
and the United States”. There even has
been progress against those groups that
resur face under a new name.
“Organizations have been banned, but
also in the last year funds have been
seized of even those groups emerging as
replacements for the banned groups,”
Akbar said.

Still, individual donations and support
from small businesses provide a steady
income to banned outfits that is difficult to
track, he said. “Challenges still remain in
sectarian and jihadi groups where they get
individual donations from traders and mer-
chants in urban and rural areas,” he said.
“How do you stop that? That base of sup-
port is still there. This is hard to document.”

Rana, of the Pakistan Institute of Peace
Studies, said banned organizations also
collect money in mosques outside the
country, then return home with the funds.
Saudi Arabia is particularly lucrative, and
the fundraising by outlawed sectarian,
anti-Shiite groups is done openly, he said.
“Many banned organizations have very
traditional methods of collecting money.
They go to Saudi Arabia or the United
Kingdom, for example,  and go into
mosques,” he said,  adding that the
fundraiser usually is given a few minutes
to speak to the congregation and asks for
donations.

Ghani said that among the policies he is
crafting is one to regulate cash transfers, a
widely used practice in Pakistan. The policy
will require anyone transferring 1 million
rupees ($10,000) or more to identify the
origins of the money. “Today, you could
carry 50 million rupees around in your car
and no one would say anything, but we are
coming up with a policy and laws that will
require an explanation and the disclosure
of the money trail,” Ghani said. —AP

Pakistan freezes accounts 
of 5,000 suspected militants

LOS ANGELES: “Brazil, with a ‘z’ or an
‘s’?” asks a girl. “In Spanish, it’s with an ‘s,’
in English with a ‘z,’” another k id
answers. Just another day in a bilingual
class at a Los Angeles school. A sign that
proclaims “Bienvenido/Welcome” is
pinned above the blackboard of this
class in a bilingual program at Franklin
High School. It’s Thursday morning, and
in history class, teacher Blanca Claudio
asks her 11- and 12- year old students to
find Mesoamerica - an area stretching
from southern Mexico through Central
America - on the map.

Half of the population of Los Angeles
- the second most populous US city after
New York - is of Hispanic origin, and
Latinos make up 16 percent of the US
population, making them the largest
single ethnic minority group in the
country. And even though Spanish is the
second most spoken language in the
United States and commonly heard in
Los Angeles, not even this city has a
large bilingual school program.

Most such programs are just
designed to serve as a bridge so that

foreign students can learn English, and
then move on take the mainstream
English-language classes. However, fully
bilingual programs - in which kids take
some classes in English and others in
another language - l ike the one at
Franklin are set to expand starting July 1
when a law called Proposition 58 comes
into effect. Although Franklin is called a
high school, it also includes a middle
school. So it has kids as young as 11.

‘Parochial’ about languages 
Passed by 73 percent of voters in a

referendum that was held in November,
Proposition 58 allows school districts to
expand their bilingual education pro-
grams if parents so request.  “Under Prop
58, it’s about all kids. Parents of mono-
lingual students could take advantage
of dual-language programs,” said Hilda
Maldonado, director of multilingual
education for the Los Angeles Unified
School District. “We consider it a win-
win approach for all kids to become
bilingual.”

There is not a single fully bilingual

public school in Los Angles, nor are
there any plans right now to open one.
And the bilingual programs that do exist
cover few students. Claudio’s sixth grade
class, for instance, is part of a plan that
benefits 40 of the 1,400 students at
Franklin High School, which is 91 per-
cent Latino. But many of those kids of
Hispanic origin do not speak Spanish:
The custom of passing it on one from
one generation to the next was gradual-
ly lost in this country where bilingualism
has triggered heated debate.

“The United States has traditionally
been very parochial, very provincial,
with respect to language learning,” said
Claude Goldenberg, a professor at the
Graduate School of Education at
Stanford University. For a long time, the
idea was that classes in America had to
be taught in English only. So many
Latino immigrant parents sacrificed
their language so their children would
adapt better to their  new countr y.
Maldonado said many Latinos them-
selves do not see the advantage of
bilingual education, although “second,

third, fourth-generation parents have
seen the value of bringing back their
heritage language”,

Goldenberg said that, in general,
people are showing more interest in
bilingual education, and estimates that
the number of bilingual programs in
America has gone from 300 to 2,000 in
recent years. There is no consolidated
national f igure because schools in
America are managed at the local level.
“Middle class Anglos can see the advan-
tages of their children learning two lan-
guages,” said Goldenberg.  Besides
Spanish, in Los Angeles there are bilin-
gual education programs in Korean,
Mandarin Chinese,  Arabic and
Armenian.

Traveling the world 
The goal in bilingual programs is for

students to learn two languages as
their mother tongues. “It is hard to get
used to it but it is fun to learn a differ-
ent language and different cultures,”
said Lulu Mykytyn, 11, who has been in
a bilingual program for the past year.

She still struggles a bit in Spanish but
expressed confidence she will be fluent
when she finishes high school. Another
girl, Stella Ferguson, speaks Spanish a
bit  better.  And then there is  Col in
Smith, whose Spanish is almost perfect
and features a nice Mexican accent. He
has been in bil ingual classes since
grade school.

“I do not want to be trapped in just
one place. I want to travel all over the
world,” said Daniela Enamorado, 12,
whose family hails from El Salvador.
Under an agreement with an elemen-
tary school in the same mainly Latino
neighborhood of  Highland Park ,
Franklin expects to take in 20 new stu-
dents next year to launch its first bilin-
gual ninth grade program. From sixth
to eighth grade - kids aged 11 to 13 -
students take three classes in Spanish
and three in English. In high school -
grades 9 to 12 and kids aged 14 to 18 -
it is four in English and two in Spanish.
“I do believe in bilingual education,”
said Franklin principal Regina Marquez
Martinez. “This is a vision.”  —AFP

Bilingual education in US in infancy, but growing

SINDHUDURG, India: The fishermen
were dubious when ocean experts sug-
gested they could save their dwindling
marine stocks just by switching to new
nets. It took years for the UN
Development Program to convince the
fishing communities along India’s tropi-
cal western coast that the diamond-
mesh nets they were using were trap-
ping baby fish, while a square-shaped
mesh could allow small fish to escape
to maintain a breeding population. But
two years after the new nets were fully
adopted, fishermen insist they’re mak-
ing a difference.

“This square net is a blessing for us,”
said John Gabriel Naronha, who runs six
trawlers in the area. “When the small
fish grows up, the fishermen can really
benefit ... we can get good prices for big
fish. And the small fish gets a chance to
grow.” The project, launched in 2011, is
one of many being showcased at a
major conference on oceans beginning
tomorrow, where the United Nations
will plead with nations to help halt a
global assault on marine life and
ecosystems that is threatening jobs,
economies and even human lives.

“The oceans of the planet are in dire
need of urgent action,” said Marina
Walter, deputy director for UNDP in
India. That action is even more urgent
now that climate change is causing
ocean temperatures to rise while waters
also become more acidic, causing wide-
spread destruction of coral reefs that
sustain a quarter of all marine species.
But conservation efforts work best
when they’re linked with local liveli-
hoods, Walter said. “You cannot work on
biodiversity or life underwater in isola-
tion, without looking at the livelihoods
of people, the bread and butter.”

No one in 80 or so fishing villages of
Sindhudurg district expected to have
problems fishing, after centuries of their
families relying on the sea. Located in

one of India’s 11 ecologically critical
coastline habitats, the area is teeming
with life from more than 350 marine
species including Indian Ocean dol-
phins and Olive Ridley turtles. Colorful
corals span the shallows, while tangles
of mangrove forests protect the land
from water erosion. But that bounty has
suffered against the twin assaults of
overfishing and pollution, which
caused a steady decline local fish stocks
and forced fishermen to push further
out to sea. Since switching to new nets,
fishermen say fish stocks are recovering,
though there is no data collected yet to
prove it. Surveys of fish population may
be conducted at the end of this year,
when the UNDP finishes its six-year
project in the area.

The struggles of India’s fishermen

are hardly unique. About one out of
every 10 people in the world relies
directly on the ocean to survive. Most of
those are among the world’s poorest
and most vulnerable, meaning they
have few substitutes when marine life
declines. And it is declining rapidly,
thanks to increased fishing for an
expanding global population and
unchecked runoff of industrial chemi-
cals, sewage and other pollutants.
Already, about 90 percent of wild fish-
eries around the world are over-exploit-
ed or collapsed.

Meanwhile, the UNDP has also
helped set up a crab farming project in
the Sindudurg area to encourage local
preservation of the mangroves and
resistance to land developers and those
gathering firewood from chopping the

saltwater-tolerant trees down. Now,
nurseries for crab seedlings line up
along a 8,000-sq-m stretch of backwa-
ter pools filled with the mud that crabs
like to dig into. It takes up to nine
months for the crabs to grow to full size,
at which point they are harvested and
sold for about $15 per kilogram.

Recently, the group of nine women
and one man earned nearly $1,000 in
profits from a single harvest. Local offi-
cials are delighted with the low-fuss
process and positive results. “With very
little manipulation of the environment,
you can grow crabs wherever you have
mangroves,” said N Vasudevan, who
heads a special unit dedicated to man-
grove conservation for the govern-
ment of India’s western state of
Maharashtra. — AP

Indian fishermen try new 
nets for healthier oceans

Overfishing, pollution hit local fish stocks

GOA: In this Oct 14, 2016, file photo, an Indian fisherman pulls back his fishing net with his early
morning catch at a beach. —AP

PARIS: Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi vowed after meeting French
President Emmanuel Macron yesterday to
go “above and beyond” the Paris
Agreement on climate change, after the US
said it would quit the deal. Speaking two
days after US President Donald Trump
announced plans to withdraw from the
deal on curbing carbon emissions, Modi
said it was “part of the world’s shared her-
itage” and that India would “continue work-
ing...above and beyond the Paris accord”.

The agreement signed by 195 countries
in the French capital in 2015 “can protect
future generations and give new hope,” the
Indian leader said. He avoiding direct criti-
cism of Trump’s move, however. Macron
said that during two hours of the talks that
encompassed trade, defense and the anti-
terror fight the pair had “mainly discussed
our commitment to the climate”.

“I want to restate here France’s full com-
mitment to the fight against climate warm-
ing,” said the president, who reacted to

Trump’s announcement Thursday with a
memorable call to “make the planet great
again” - a play on Trump’s pledge to “make
America great again” that has been shared
by tens of thousands of Twitter users.
Macron said he would visit India, the
world’s third-largest carbon emitter, by the
end of the year for an international summit
on solar power - an area on which France
plans closer cooperation with the Asian
power.

The Frenchman has led Europe’s defense
of the Paris accord in the face of Trump’s cli-
mate scepticism. As justification for his
move Trump accused China and India of
benefitting from the deal at the expense of
the US. Modi said protecting “mother Earth”
was part of Indian culture, enshrined in the
country’s holy texts. Arriving at the presi-
dential palace the 66-year-old prime minis-
ter hugged 39-year-old Macron, in scenes
contrasting with Macron’s white-knuckle
handshake with US President Donald
Trump last week. —AFP

Modi tells Macron India will 
‘go beyond’ climate accordRebels kill 2 Indian 

soldiers in Kashmir
SRINAGAR: The Indian army said two of its soldiers were
killed in an ambush by suspected insurgents yesterday
even as troops traded gunfire with Pakistani forces across
a cease-fire line dividing Kashmir between the two rivals.
Col Rajesh Kalia, an army spokesman, said the insurgents
fired indiscriminately at an army convoy on a key high-
way, wounding four other soldiers in the southern
Qazigund area in the Indian portion of Kashmir. The
wounded were evacuated to an army hospital. Indian
security forces launched a search for the attackers, who
fled after the attack. The area is 80 km south of Srinagar,
the main city in Indian-controlled Kashmir.

Earlier, Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry accused India of
resorting to “unprovoked” firing in the disputed
Himalayan region of Kashmir, wounding two villagers on
the Pakistani side. The two sides blamed each other for
“unprovoked” firing. Pakistani Foreign Ministry
spokesman Nafees Zakaria condemned what he called
“deliberate targeting of civilians” by India.

He said the latest violation of the 2003 cease-fire
agreement by India took place Friday. Pakistan’s military
said it returned fire after coming under attack in Kashmir’s
Nazapir border village in Tatta Pani area and killed five
Indian soldiers and wounded several others, which the
Indian army did not confirm. The two armies often blame
each other for starting the firing across the ceasefire line.
They also claim killing soldiers on the other side.

Nazapir is the same area where Indian forces in 2015
used heavy weapons as people celebrated the Muslim
holiday of Eid al-Fitr, triggering skirmishes in which sever-
al Pakistanis were killed or wounded. Lt Col Manish
Mehta, an Indian army spokesman, said Pakistani soldiers
have resorted to unprovoked ceasefire violations by
attacking Indian positions for several days in the region,
firing automatic rifles and mortars. “The Indian army posts
are retaliating strongly and effectively,” he said. The latest
exchange of gunfire took place on Friday and yesterday,
he said.

Kashmir is split between India and Pakistan and is
claimed by both in its entirety. The nuclear-armed rivals
have fought two of their three wars over Kashmir since
British colonialists left in 1947. Insurgents have been
fighting for Kashmir’s independence or its merger with
Pakistan since 1989. India accuses Pakistan of arming and
training the rebels, a charge Islamabad denies. —AP PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron (left) welcomes Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi before their meeting at the Elysee Palace yesterday. —AP


