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PITTSBURGH: As the people of Pittsburgh
hustled to work on Friday, most everyone had
heard the news: to their alarm, Donald Trump
had highlighted their revitalized Rust Belt city
as he walked out of a global climate pact. “I
was elected to represent the citizens of
Pittsburgh, not Paris,” the president declared
in the Rose Garden as he announced the
United States was backing out of the Paris
Agreement because it did not put “America
first”.

That raised hackles in this western
Pennsylvania city, a onetime industrial jugger-
naut that has retooled as a new-technology
capital - and in many respects is showing the
United States a viable pathway to going
green. “He’s speaking (as if ) that agreement
would stifle heavy manufacturing and pro-
duction and mining, but that’s not what we do
anymore. We haven’t done that in my lifetime,”
36-year-old banker David Sandy, born and
raised in Pittsburgh, told AFP near the US Steel
Tower downtown. “I don’t even know a steel
worker.”

Pittsburgh, with about 300,000 inhabitants,
is framed by majestic steel bridges that cross
the two broad rivers intersecting in the city
center. While steel and industry were once the
city’s lifeblood, banks, health care companies
and research centers now employ its inhabi-
tants, who often ride light rail trains or pedal
bike-share bicycles to work. Many residents
tell the same story: In mid-century Pittsburgh,
pollution from steel mills was so overwhelm-
ing that it turned white shirts dark. “It used to
be dirty as heck,” recalled Daniel Fore, 55, a
local corporate attorney. “They were good
jobs, but the pollution was horrible. Now it’s a
beautiful city,” added Fore as nearby pedestri-
ans ordered coffee in one of many neighbor-
hood cafes.

Changing with the times 
From his house on a hill overlooking down-

town, across the Monongahela River, retired
steel train engineer Bill Bobak too recalled
how polluted it was. “My dad told me when he
was younger that you couldn’t see the city
from here” due to smog, Bobak said. The
messy industrial hub began shedding resi-
dents in the 1970s as steel processing and
auto manufacturing jobs dried up. But
Pittsburgh embraced industry diversification,
designed and beautified riverfront parks and
borrowed funding for capital improvements.
The population stabilized.

Noelle Ivankevich, 29, came here for school
a decade ago and stayed. Today she works for
Federated Investors, a major financial institu-
tion. “My father was a steel man but I believe
in changing with the times, making the world
better,” she said, still upset over Trump’s rejec-

tion of the Paris deal. On the fifth floor of the
imposing City-County Building, Mayor Bill
Peduto said he did a double take when he
heard Trump’s speech. “I just walked into my
chief of staff ’s office... and I just said,
‘Pittsburgh?’” Peduto told AFP the day after
Trump’s reference delivered a shot of notoriety
to his city. The incredulous mayor fired off a
widely-read tweet assuring that “we will follow
the guidelines of the Paris Agreement” regard-
less of Trump’s decision. “I guess that was a
tweet that was heard around the world,” he said.

‘Planting seeds’ 
Peduto said he believes Trump was likely

imagining “Pittsburgh maybe 40 years ago,
Pittsburgh when it was still a global center for
steel production and manufacturing. But that
era ended in the 1970s.” The city rebounded
from its turmoil by “planting seeds” of a mod-
ern economy, he said. Carnegie Mellon
University opened a robotics lab in 1979.
Automakers are building research partnerships,
and corporate innovators like Google, Uber and
Tesla are developing the technologies of
tomorrow. Entire neighborhoods have under-

gone metamorphoses to accommodate incom-
ing investment. Regardless of Trump’s declara-
tion, the mayor of this Democratic city says it
will pursue the Paris climate goals on a local
level, investing in sustainable construction and
modern public transportation. Darlene Harris, a
64-year-old local councilwoman and seventh
generation Pittsburgh resident, acknowledged
that western Pennsylvania areas outside
Pittsburgh have seen little in the way of a high-
tech boom. “I actually believe that the presi-
dent was clearly talking about the region as a
whole, not just the city,” Harris said.

Pittsburgh meanwhile was hosting an
environmental and resource economics con-
ference. Between sessions, Marc Hafstead of
Resources for the Future sounded perplexed
by Trump’s claim that upholding the Paris
Agreement would cost the United States $3
trillion in lost GDP. “They’re grossly overstat-
ing the cost,” he said. But despite promises of
renewable energy growth through adhering
to the Paris deal, Hafstead warned that anti-
carbon regulations will take a toll on the
economy, albeit less of a cost than Trump
predicts. — AFP 
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APARTADO, Colombia: Police are using
Black Hawk helicopters to scour the green
banana fields of northern Colombia in a
newly intensified search for the country’s
most-wanted drug boss. With peace initia-
tives under way between the government
and rebel groups, authorities are fighting
on another front to stabilize the country
after decades of violence: the gangs that
make Colombia the world’s biggest source
of cocaine. Their top target is Dairo Antonio
Usuga, alias Otoniel, leader of the country’s
biggest drug gang, the Gulf Clan. “We have
him within striking distance,” says Jose
Angel Mendoza, head of the anti-narcotics
police division. “He has had to run for it at
the last second, more than once.”

US reward offered 
The general spoke to AFP following

search operations in the town of Apartado,
where the force formally launched a major
search operation on Thursday. He gave out
leaflets this week offering rewards for infor-
mation about Usuga and his gang, and
dropped stacks of them from a helicopter
over the town. The US State Department
has offered a $5.0 million reward for
Usuga’s capture on a 2009 indictment by a
New York court. In its profile of Usuga it
calls his gang “a heavily armed, extremely
violent criminal organization comprised of
former members of terrorist organizations.”
It says “the organization uses violence and
intimidation to control the narcotics traf-
ficking routes, cocaine processing laborato-
ries, speedboat departure points and clan-
destine landing strips.”

Paramilitary to drug lord 
Usuga, 45, commands a force born from

the remnants of an outlawed right-wing
paramilitary group which fought rebels
during the country’s half-century civil con-
flict. The paramilitaries were officially dis-
banded in 2006, but authorities say their
members are still making money from
drugs and violence. Fighting between the
government and Colombia’s biggest rebel
group, the left-wing FARC, has ended and
the force is disarming under a peace deal.
But an accord still has not been struck
with the last remaining rebel group, the
leftist ELN. It is fighting the former para-
militaries for control of drug routes, offi-
cials say. The Gulf Clan accounts for some
70 percent of Colombia’s cocaine produc-
tion, police say. The country produced 646
tonnes of the drug in 2015, according to
the latest UN figures.

Rule of fear 
Usuga has made the northwestern

Antioquia region his stronghold. “He
became leader by inspiring fear, and it is
out of fear that he is respected,” said
Mendoza. But now, he said, the police
are close to tracking Usuga down even in
this remote region. Usuga uses messen-
gers to communicate and changes loca-
tion every three hours. Police and the
military have deployed 1,000 officers to
hunt him, a police source said. Police say
they have killed 52 of the gang’s leaders
this year, arrested more than 1,300 of its
members  and seized 90 tonnes of
cocaine. “What has most impeded the
Gulf Clan is that its leaders are living in iso-
lation so the security forces don’t find them
easily,” Mendoza said. “They have difficulty
keeping in touch with their henchmen. The
leadership is broken.” — AFP 

AL-HOCEIMA, Morocco: Hundreds of
young people clashed with riot police
in northern Morocco Friday, following
a general strike called by activists
demanding the release of a protest
leader. Nasser Zefzafi, who emerged
as the head of the grassroots Al-
Hirak Al-Shaabi ,  or  “Popular
Movement”, was arrested on Monday
after three days on the run. His arrest
sparked protests in the neglected Rif
region of northern Morocco, where
demonstrators have been demand-
ing more development and railing
against corruption, repression and
unemployment.

Demonstrators on the streets of
Imzouren threw stones at officers,
who in turn used water cannon and
charged the protestors in a bid to dis-
perse them and bring down their
improvised barricades. It was not
immediately possible to confirm if any
demonstrators or police had been
injured in the clashes. In the port city
of Al-Hoceima most shops were shut-
tered for the second day of a three-

day general strike called by Al-Hirak.
Al-Hoceima and surrounding areas

have been shaken by social unrest
since the death last October of 31-
year-old fishmonger Mouhcine Fikri.
He was crushed in a rubbish truck as
he protested against the seizure of
swordfish caught out of season. Al-
Hirak also urged supporters to boy-
cott mosques on Friday, the main day
of worship, and to pray instead on the
streets as a form of protest against
sermons sanctioned by state.

Zefzafi was detained along with
others on Monday for “attacking inter-
nal security”, after a warrant for his
arrest issued a week ago Friday
sparked turmoil in Al-Hoceima, a city
of 56,000 inhabitants. He is also
accused of having interrupted the ser-
mon of an imam in the main mosque
of the city, accusing him of inciting
the congregation against the protest
movement. Correspondents said most
mosques in Al-Hoceima were full for
the weekly prayer, except for one near
Zefzafi’s house. In Imzouren, residents

worshipped on the street outside the
mosque, according to footage posted
online. Zefzafi’s arrest has sparked
angry but mostly peaceful protests for
more than a week, with thousands of
people taking to the streets where
security forces have been heavily
deployed. On Friday protesters gath-
ered on the streets of Al-Hoceima for an
eighth straight night, but their num-
bers were down on previous evenings.
Demonstrators chanted slogans such
as “We are all Zefzafi” and the protest
broke up around midnight without
incident. Government spokesman
Mustafa El-Khafli said authorities have
detained around 40 people since last
Friday, 31 of whom are still under arrest,
the official MAP news agency reported.

Core members of Al-Hirak were
among those arrested. “The doors
to dialogue remain open with civil
society,” Khalfi was quoted as saying
by MAP. He said 700 sit-ins have tak-
en place over  the past  seven
months in the Rif, including 150 in
Al-Hoceima. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: California stands poised to fill the US
leadership vacuum in the battle against climate change,
analysts say, as the state’s governor Jerry Brown headed
to China on Friday for a high-profile visit largely centered
on environmental issues. No sooner had President
Donald Trump made his announcement on Thursday to
pull out of the landmark Paris climate deal, that Brown
fired off a statement decrying the decision and vowing to
push ahead with ambitious climate policies.

“Donald Trump has absolutely chosen the wrong
course. He’s wrong on the facts... he’s wrong on the sci-
ence,” said Brown before embarking on his weeklong
China trip. “California will resist this misguided and
insane course of action,” added the 79-year-old politician
who has long championed environmental causes.
“Trump is AWOL but California is on the field, ready for
battle.” Experts said the Golden State, which has the sixth

largest economy in the world, was well placed to pick up
the mantle of leadership on the international stage given
its aggressive policies on climate issues.

‘Beacon of sanity’ 
“California has had a remarkable history already of

leading the way on climate change, especially on cli-
mate change regulation, and it has the most ambitious
economy-wide climate target in the United States,” said
Cara Horowitz, co-executive director of the Emmett
Institute on Climate Change and the Environment at
UCLA. “So it has served as a beacon of sanity in some
way for the United States and through the world on cli-
mate policy,” she added.

The state - which has some of the worst air pollution
in the country - in the last decade has dramatically
slashed its climate-warming emissions. — AFP

APARTADO, Colombia: The head of Colombia’s anti-narcotics police Jose Mendoza (sec-
ond right) takes part in a patrol to hand out pamphlets offering rewards for informa-
tion leading to the capture of members of the Gulf Clan cartel on May 31, 2017. — AFP 

Colombia police closing 

in on top drug gang boss

PITTSBURGH: Democrat Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto answers a journalist’s questions at his
office on Friday. —AFP 

Clashes over Morocco arrest 

IMZOUREN, Morocco: Protesters from Rif movement clash with security forces during a demonstration against
government in this town near Al-Hoceima city on Friday. —AFP 

Calif to fight Trump on climate


