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NEW YORK: State governors, city mayors and
powerful companies united Friday in defiance
of President Donald Trump’s pledge to take
the United States out of the Paris climate
accord, pledging to meet greenhouse gas
emission targets regardless. A majority of
Americans in every state, or 69 percent of US
voters, believe the United States should partic-
ipate in the agreement, according to a recent
opinion poll carried out by Yale University’s
program on climate change communication.

At least two Republican governors
announced Friday they were partnering with
Democratic-run states to combat climate
change after Trump’s announcement sparked
swift condemnation from academics, indus-
try leaders and environmental experts. US bil-
lionaire, philanthropist and UN envoy for cli-
mate change Michael Bloomberg pledged
$15 million to support the agreement’s coor-
dinating agency if necessary - the sum it
stands to lose should the United States refuse
to pay its share.

“Americans will honor and fulfill the Paris
agreement by leading from the bottom up,”
he said, flying to the French capital to meet
President Emmanuel Macron in an expression
of solidarity. “Mayors, governors and business
leaders from both political parties are signing
onto a statement of support that we will sub-
mit to the UN - and together, we will reach
the emission reduction goals the US made in
Paris in 2015,” said Bloomberg.

The United States - the world’s second
largest greenhouse gas emitter after China-
pledged in the Paris climate deal to reduce
emissions that contribute to global warming
by 26 percent in a 20-year period by 2025.
The New York Times said that Bloomberg’s
unnamed group so far includes 30 mayors,
three governors, more than 80 university
presidents and more than 100 businesses.
The Democratic-led states of California, New
York and Washington announced separately
that they were forming a United States
Climate Alliance committed to upholding
Paris emissions commitments and urged oth-
ers to climb on board.

Charlie Baker and Phil Scott, the Republican
governors of Massachusetts and Vermont
respectively, announced that their liberal
northeastern states were joining the Climate
Alliance and committed to the goals of the
Paris agreement, as did their Democratic
counterparts in Connecticut and Rhode Island.

‘More than mitigated’ 
Around 150 mayors, who say they repre-

sent 47 million Americans, have also commit-

ted to uphold the Paris commitments, intensi-
fy efforts to meet climate goals and increase
investments in renewable energy and energy
efficiency. Several major US corporations, cap-
tains of industry and business groups urged
Trump to honor the endangered agreement,
with oil  super majors ExxonMobil and
Chevron among those reiterating their sup-
port for the accords.

New York’s Bill de Blasio, mayor of America’s
most populous city, told WNYC radio that he
wanted to “surpass” his commitment to reduce

emissions 80 percent by 2050. While UN offi-
cials stress that it could take several years
before there is a proper understanding of the
implications of a US withdrawal, they also say
the deal was structured to require action at
multiple levels of government, not just federal.

Robert Orr, one of the architects of the
Paris accord and a former special advisor to
the UN secretary general on climate change,
told AFP that the United States had already
been on track to achieve about half its Paris
reductions commitment. “The president may

have unwittingly added dynamism to the
same actors that have always been the ones
that are delivering the reductions to actually
do more on their own,” he told AFP. “If this
coalition broadens and deepens at the pace
that it appears to be, I think the Trump effect
could be more than mitigated,” added Orr,
now dean of the School of Public Policy at the
University of Maryland.

California, New York and Washington, three
of the states in the Climate Alliance, represent
more than one-fifth of US gross domestic prod-

uct and account for at least 10 percent of
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States,
their governors said. The governor of Hawaii
has also pledged to continue concrete steps to
implement the Paris accord, while governors of
Colorado, Minnesota, Oregon and Virginia
committed to clean air and clean energy. The
earliest possible date for America’s official with-
drawal from the Paris agreement is Nov 4, 2020
- the day after the next US presidential election
- although Trump’s current term in office is not
due to end until Jan 20, 2021. — AFP 

US states, cities, firms unite on climate
Outraged Trump critics rally behind Paris accord

JULIETTE, Georgia: The coal-fired Plant Scherer, one of the US’ top carbon dioxide emitters, is seen in the distance yesterday. — AP 

KABUL: Explosions rocked the funeral of an
Afghan politician’s son in Kabul yesterday, killing
at least seven people and wounding dozens, in
fresh carnage that spiked tensions in a city already
on edge. Witnesses reported three blasts at the
burial site of Salim Ezadyar, who was among four
people killed on Friday when an anti-government
protest over spiralling insecurity in Kabul degener-
ated into street clashes with police.

The hilly, wind-swept cemetery was littered
with bloodied corpses and dismembered limbs,
local television footage showed, with one witness
telling AFP that “people were blown to pieces” due
to the impact of the blasts. “So far seven dead
bodies and 119 wounded people have been
brought to Kabul hospitals,” health ministry
spokesman Waheed Majroh told AFP.

The funeral of Salim Ezadyar, the son of an
influential Afghan senator, was attended by senior
government figures including Chief Executive
Abdullah Abdullah and Foreign Minister
Salahuddin Rabbani, but they escaped unharmed.
No group has so far claimed responsibility for the
attack, with the Taleban - the biggest insurgent
group in Afghanistan - denying any involvement.

The fresh killings are likely to further polarize a

city that has been on edge since a truck bombing
on Wednesday in Kabul’s diplomatic quarter killed
90 people and wounded hundreds, in the dead-
liest attack on the Afghan capital since 2001.
President Ashraf Ghani urged restraint after the
funeral bombings, saying: “The country is under
attack. We must stay united.”

Wednesday’s assault highlighted the ability of
militants to strike even in the capital’s most secure
district, home to the presidential palace and for-
eign embassies that are enveloped in a maze of
concrete blast walls. The government has blamed
the Taleban-allied Haqqani Network for the attack.
On Friday, the district center again became a bat-
tlefield when hundreds of demonstrators
incensed by the bombing clashed with police,
prompting officials to beat them back with live
rounds in the air, tear gas and water cannon. 

City on lockdown 
Police yesterday locked down much of Kabul

city, with armed checkpoints and armored vehi-
cles patrolling the streets to prevent a repeat of
Friday’s violence. Before the blasts at the funeral,
authorities had sealed off roads in the center of
the city, citing the threat of new attacks on large

gatherings of people. “We have intelligence
reports that our enemies are trying again to carry
out attacks on gatherings and demonstrations,”
Kabul garrison commander Gul Nabi Ahmadzai
said earlier Saturday. “We hope that people will
stay away from protests.”

But dozens of protesters still gathered under a
tent close to the presidential palace calling for
Ghani’s government to resign, but the assembly
was largely peaceful. “Any government attempt to
disrupt our fair and just demonstration will show
their complicity with terrorist groups and the per-
petrators of Wednesday’s attack,” said Asif Ashna, a
spokesman for the protesters. “It is the duty of the
government to ensure security to the protesters...
and the government will be held responsible for
any violence.” The United Nations and a host of
international allies have urged the protesters for
restraint. “The enemy seeks to manipulate the
people’s anger and sadness to create division and
sow instability,” the US embassy said in a state-
ment. “Now is the time to stand unified and
announce to the enemies that Afghans... will not
allow cowards to break the resolve to achieve a
stable and peaceful nation. The enemies of
Afghanistan cannot win. They will not win.” — AFP 

Explosions rock funeral in Kabul
KABUL: Afghan men stand by human remains at the site of a series of explosions that targeted a funeral of a politician’s son, who
was killed during an anti-government protest a day earlier, at Badam Bagh yesterday. — AFP 


