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Paris deal

The Paris climate deal or Paris accord is the first
global agreement on climate. It was signed after
negotiations at the UN Climate Change

Conference in Paris in 2015. Climate change or global
warming refers to the damaging effect of gases, or
emissions, released from industry and agriculture in
the atmosphere. The Paris accord was meant to limit
the global rise in temperatures attributed to emissions.
The Paris agreement commits the US and 187 other
countries to keeping rising global temperatures “well
below” 2 C above per-industrial levels and “endeavor to
limit” them even more, to 1.5 C. 

It is not necessary to be a scientist to understand
the importance of this historic agreement. It is enough
that we humans are part of it as long as life is based on
the planet, because the Paris Convention seeks to
reduce the emission of gases that cause global warm-
ing. The Paris climate agreement was an ideal dream
for environment activists, but not for long, because the
world received a surprise by US President Trump a few
days ago when he announced his country’s withdrawal
from the agreement. He justified his decision by claim-
ing the protection of US citizens and its economy.  

A number of analysts said the US’ withdrawal will
make it difficult for the world to reach the goals that
were set in the Paris Convention, because the United
States contributes about 15 percent of the world’s
carbon emissions. At the same time, it is an important
source of funding and technology for developing
countries to support their efforts to fight global
warming.

Elon Musk, head of tech giant Tesla, resigned from
White House advisory councils. He made this comment:
“Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for
America or the world”. Former US President Barack
Obama, who signed the Paris agreement, criticized the
US withdrawal, accusing Trump administration of
“rejecting the future”. 

This is an exit by America from the frontline in the
face of one of the key environmental challenges. The
agreement was signed by nearly 200 countries includ-
ing China, India and Russia, and there was widespread
international condemnation of President Trump’s
announcement. The leaders of France, Germany and
Italy issued a joint statement refusing to renegotiate
the agreement. So “renegotiation” is an unlikely sce-
nario. A UN spokeswoman said it was “a major disap-
pointment to the world’s efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and enhance global security”. 

I believe that the withdrawal of the United States
from the Paris Convention means relinquishing US
leadership to the world in the face of one of the main
challenges. It is a mistake. The decision also raises con-
cerns over Washington’s relations with the world and
the possibility of giving preference to other countries
to take the lead in the work to protect Planet Earth. 

Working to support alternative and renewable ener-
gy will support companies, scientists and engineers to
launch investments and technological innovations to
protect the planet. Those who say otherwise may gain
some short-term benefits, but history will only mention
how they gave up on the protection of Planet Earth.

Local spotlight

KUWAIT: Kuwait still remembers when the hand of terror-
ism spread to the masses of innocent worshipers in the
Imam Al-Sadeq mosque. It was a miserable attempt to cre-
ate discord through tampering with the security and sta-
bility of the country.

A sorrowful event that brought national unity to
Kuwaitis who stood in solidity and cohesion in the face of
terrorism. Today marks the second anniversary of the ter-
rorist bombing that took place during Friday prayers on
June 26, 2015, corresponding to Ramadan 9th 1436, led to
the death of 26 people and the injury of 227 others.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah was keen to be at the site only few minutes after
the blast, despite the seriousness of the security situation,
and spontaneously, he said, “these are my children,” in
response on the tragedy unfolding us.

Such words and spontaneous statement by the leader
has had a tremendous impact on everyone’s hearts and
killed the terrorists’ intention to spread evil further, simple
words that have reflected a leader’s love of his people and
is determined to uphold the unity of the country.

This was demonstrated when the mourning took place
and was held at Kuwait’s Grand Mosque on June 27, 2015,
and in the presence of His Highness the Amir, His Highness
the Crown Prince, the Prime Minister, senior officials, minis-
ters, members of the National Assembly, and dignitaries.

Kuwaitis’ unity
Thousands of Kuwaiti people and residents gathered to

offer condolences in a portrait that best represented the
meaning of national cohesion and unity to the whole
world. The bombing attack aimed at dividing people and
to bring discord to all society, the perpetrators were “hop-
ing to succeed in their plan,” but the bravery of Kuwaitis
and their unity disrupted their plan and it failed, said Dr
Mohammad Jawad Al-Hadher, a survivor from this evil
attack in Imam Al-Sadeq mosque. Hadher added the pres-
ence of His Highness the Amir a few minutes after the
explosion had an incredible impact on the unification of
Kuwaitis, especially his words that remained valid and cir-
culated widely.

Hadher, whose uncle Mohammed Hussein Al-Hadher
was one of the victims of the attack, noted that one of the
largest sights for national unity during that period was the
establishment of an official condolences ceremony under
the noble directives of His Highness the Amir at the state
Grand Mosque. He pointed out “the unified funeral prayer
has also proved to the whole world that Kuwait stands
against any terrorist act aimed at provoking sectarian vio-
lence,” Hadher said.

Against sectarianism
Hisham Al-Faily, another survivor, recalled, “Such terror-

ist act was aimed at undermining the security and stability
of Kuwaiti society.” However, the presence of His Highness
the Amir only a few minutes after the accident, was a testi-
mony to the whole world that Kuwait stands against sec-
tarianism and violence.” Al-Faily added such stand and
words by His Highness the Amir are still remembered from
all over the world and if anything, it shows his great attach-
ment to Kuwaiti people.

Faily noted that the incident showed to the whole
world that Kuwaitis are all united at a time of trouble and
that those who seek to stir strife and sectarianism among
its people will not be affective, the “terrorist incident
increased the solidarity among Kuwaiti people.”

Meanwhile, Noor Al-Khawaja, the daughter of Dr
Jassem Al-Khawaja who was killed in the bombing of
Imam Sadeq mosque, said that this attack, which took
place two years ago, contributed to strengthening the
cohesion of the Kuwaiti society as Kuwait stood united.

Khawaja added that this strong cohesion fortified Kuwait
from terrorism and terrorists and prevented it from infiltrat-
ing the ranks of its people and the division of their unity.
“Their love for Kuwait is more than solid than a despicable
act of terrorism that was aimed primarily to bring chaos and
division.” She concluded by saying that His Highness the
Amir played a key role in strengthening national unity and
care for all victims of this tragedy. — KUNA

Imam Sadeq blast’s anniversary brought national unity

Incentives to Kuwaitis
to apply for MGRP jobs

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh
said that the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor will
offer incentives to attract Kuwaiti youth to certain jobs
advertised by the Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP). Sabeeh added that
the process will be done gradually by focusing first on
jobs that are most appealing to Kuwaitis. MGRP
Secretary General Fauzi Al-Majdali said meanwhile
that that the total number of applicants for the recent-
ly advertised jobs in co-op societies was 88, while the
jobs available were 1,800. Majdali said that the appli-
cation deadline will be extended for another week. 

Anti-corruption
Chairman of the parliamentary legislation commit-

tee MP Mohammad Al-Dallal said that the committee
will soon finish its report on the anti-corruption
authority and submit it to the parliament because the
constitutional court ruling might take too long.  A
contest was made to the constitutional court ques-
tioning the constitutionality of the law to establish the
anti-corruption authority. 

Violations dropped
Director of the Hajj department at the Ministry of

Awqaf and Islamic affairs Mohammad Al-Aleem said
that violations detected in Omra convoy offices had
considerably dropped after passing the new Hajj and
Omra law, which regulated the process and reduced
the number of complaints filed by pilgrims against
those offices and convoys. Aleem stressed that all vio-
lating convoys were tracked down in social media and
various other media outlets to prevent unlicensed
offices from organizing Omara trips.      

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications company
in Kuwait, hosted a special ceremony to honor the out-
standing achievements of top high school graduates
among all high schools in Kuwait. The ceremony was held
at Zain’s main headquarters in Shuwaikh, and witnessed
the presence of the company’s Chief Executive Officer
Eaman Al-Roudhan and The Assistant Director of Student
Activities at the Ministry of Education, Faisal Maqseed.

Every year, Zain strives to play a leading role in recog-
nizing the achievements of top-performing students who
exceled in their educational journey, and this year the com-
pany was determined to gather outstanding students and
their families together to recognize their efforts and
accomplishments.

As a leading national company, Zain firmly believes in
the importance of contributing to the progress of the edu-

cation sector, and looks to empower and prepare the
youth for the important roles they will play in the further
progress of the country.

Zain is fully committed to supporting young people in
their development through a wide variety of community
activities and events, including graduation ceremonies,
award programs, and educational and career development
initiatives. The company’s solid CSSR strategy is what drives
Zain to continue being committed to support all sectors of
society in a positive manner. 

Zain believes the development of the communities in
which it operates is a very important part of the company’s
overall success. The company considers education as a core
element in the community development process, and it
will continue to support it to contribute to the further
progress of the education sector. 

Zain celebrates outstanding academic
achievements of high school graduates  
Company holds honoring ceremony for top students

KUWAIT: This June 26, 2015 photo shows His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arriving at the scene shortly after a
blast that hit the Imam Al-Sadeq mosque in Kuwait City. — KUNA photos

This June 26, 2015 photo shows people gathering outside the scene shortly after a blast hit the
Imam Al-Sadeq mosque in Kuwait City.

Drug dealer arrested
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s relations and security
media department said that an Asian drug dealer was
arrested after detectives raided his house and found a vari-
ety of drugs. The department added that the suspect vio-
lently resisted arrest but was eventually brought under
control and referred to relevant authorities. 

Fire
A fire broke out on the ninth floor of a building in

Khaitan. Firemen from Farwaniya and Sabhan stations
rushed to the scene where they split into two teams; one
for evacuating the building and rescuing any trapped ten-
ants and the other for fighting the flames. No casualties
were reported. 

NEW YORK: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah affirmed on Friday that
Kuwait would spare no effort in maintaining
its “pre-emptive policy of moderation and bal-
ance.” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled made the state-
ment after Kuwait won by 188 votes for a non-
permanent seat in the Security Council. The
minister said he was elated for winning that
large number of votes out of the 192 ones.

Underlining Kuwait’s international high sta-
tus, the minister said Kuwait has won respect
and confidence of the world. In the name of
Kuwait he expressed gratitude to the member
states for their confidence in Kuwait and its
policies, drawn up by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

“We have also sensed confidence of the
international community in the State of
Kuwait when His Highness the Amir was
honored by the former  UN S ecretar y
General  Kof i  Annan designat ing H is
Highness as the Humanitarian Leader,” he
said. The minister said Kuwait would coordi-
nate with the member states to avert erup-
tion of disputes and wars and resolve them
through peaceful means.

188 votes
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir sent a

cable of congratulations to Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled over Kuwait being elected as a non-
permanent member at  the UNSC.  His
Highness the Amir  hai led the Foreign
Minister for all the effort made by him, along
with the ministry staff. He lauded the Kuwaiti
diplomacy for being able to secure 188 votes
in the elections, wishing for them more suc-

cess in the future in serving Kuwait. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the
Foreign Minister.

Also, His Highness the Crown Prince con-
gratulated His Highness the Amir on Kuwait’s
election. In a cable to His Highness the Amir,
His Highness the Crown Prince said the fact
188 UN members voted for Kuwait “is a result
of relentless efforts of your Highness ..., and
an affirmation of Kuwait’s regional and inter-
national status under your Highness’ wise
leadership.”

His Highness the Crown Prince highly
appreciated His Highness the Amir’s “relent-
less and exceptional efforts to reaffirm the
State of Kuwait’s position on the international
stage.” His Highness the Crown Prince prayed
to Allah the Almighty to bestow his blessing
upon His Highness the Amir to continue his
leadership.

In the meantime, National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said that
Kuwait’s win of a mirrors its diplomatic posi-
tion. After 40 years, Kuwait returned to the UN
Security Council representing the Arab group,
as an international partner whose policy is
renowned for moderation, he added in a press
statement. Kuwait is a key player supporting
strongly policies of achieving peace and secu-
rity in all areas witnessing conflicts all over the
world, he noted. He expressed his confidence
that Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry and its perma-
nent mission at the UN would be able to
reflect the balanced foreign policy that was
drawn up by His Highness the Amir more than

60 years ago. Ghanem voiced his hope that
Kuwait and its international partners would
contribute to alleviating tension in areas wit-
nessing armed conflicts across the globe, and
reaching political resolutions to them. 

Congratulations
Separately, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)

congratulated Kuwait for winning a UN
Security Council’s (UNSC) non-permanent
seat. The foreign ministry, in a statement cited
by the official WAM news agency, voiced full
confidence in the “capabilities of Kuwait’s
diplomacy, which will represent the Arab
world and its causes.” Kuwait’s diplomacy,
spearheaded by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, plays a
“positive role” in regional issues, it added. It
praised the State of Kuwait’s development
and humanitarian role.

Furthermore, Bahrain congratulated
Kuwait for its election, saying in a statement
released by the foreign ministry that the vic-
tory is a reflection of the wise leadership of
His Highness the Amir and his “leading initia-
tives” to promote cooperation among world’s
countries, as well as boosting international
peace and security. Bahrain, it added, said
Kuwait’s UNSC membership would strength-
en endeavors to support regional security
and stability. “ The State of Kuwait has a
regional weight and an exceptional interna-
tional status,” said the foreign ministry. 

France also congratulated Kuwait and the
other four new non-permanent members
who will join the UN Security Council for a
two-year term in January 2018. A Foreign
Ministry statement said that Paris looked for-

ward to working with the new non-perma-
nent members composed of Kuwait, Ivory
Coast, Equatorial Guinea, Peru and Poland.
France is a veto-carrying Permanent Member
of the UNSC. “We are delighted with the

prospect of working very closely with these
countries on all relevant subjects in the
Security Council, which plays an essential role
in maintaining international peace and securi-
ty,” the French Foreign Ministry said. —KUNA

Kuwait to maintain policy of moderation: Foreign Minister 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times columnist Muna Al-Fuzai recently meets Ambassador
of the Republic of Malaysia Ahmed Rozian Abd Ghani to congratulate him on
the holy month of Ramadan and talk about the role of the press in Malaysia
and Kuwait. The ambassador praised the vital role played by Kuwait Times.


