
DUBAI: Think of Dubai and often the first
thing that comes to mind is its jagged, space-
age skyline, with the world’s tallest building
piercing the occasional cloud over the desert
sheikhdom. The shadows cast by those build-
ings, however, grow ever-closer to a place
often missed by tourists gawking at Dubai’s
luxury malls and reveling in its nonstop
nightlife - the flamingos of the Ras Al Khor
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Yes, flamingos. And no, they aren’t
imported. They’re locals.  Thousands of
greater flamingos live in the saltwater wet-
land park along the banks of the Dubai
Creek. The 6-kilometer park was created by
a ruler’s decree in 1985 and later fenced off.
That was more than 30 years ago, the same
year the sheikhdom founded what would
become the long-haul carrier Emirates.

Then, only the 39-storey Sheikh Rashid
Tower stood among the sand dunes. Today,
that tower is dwarfed by the 163-story Burj
Khalifa, the world’s tallest structure, and a
downtown filled with skyscrapers. 

Recently, the state-backed construction
firm Emaar announced plans for its Dubai
Creek Harbor project. It will surround the
sanctuary, as well as be home to The Tower
at Dubai Creek Harbor - which the develop-
er says will be the  world’s new tallest build-
ing in 2020. Emaar says “this sanctuary will
remain sacrosanct,” but has provided few
other details. For now, the long-legged
flamingos wait to fly in that new skyline.
Here’s a gallery of images by photographer
Kamran Jebreili capturing Dubai’s flamingo
reserve as it slowly becomes surrounded by
high-rises. —  AP 
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By Tony Braun

My first Ramadan

I
can say with confidence that it is easier, and
more enjoyable, to spend Ramadan in a country
like Kuwait because of the atmosphere. My first

time fasting was in Canada shortly after I converted
to Islam. I had to fast but everyone around me was-
n’t fasting. I had to do the same amount of work
with the same schedule, but I had to do it without
food or water. Everyone around me was eating and
drinking. They would often offer me some food,
but I had to turn it down.

The response that I got from people was enter-
taining. Most people were shocked at first when I
explained that I am fasting for Ramadan. They
would first ask me what Ramadan is. Next, they
would ask if I really go the whole day without eat-
ing. Finally, they would be surprised that I wasn’t
even drinking water. I would explain that this is to
teach us self-discipline and also to help us identify
with the poor, who don’t have a stable supply of
food and water. 

When I explained that to them, they would
often be very supportive. Although, there were
those who would try to tempt me on purpose just
in an effort to annoy me. After my first Ramadan
was finished, I had a feeling of empowerment and
a sense of accomplishment. I also felt that my body
and soul were lighter. After my first Ramadan, I had
a great appreciation for the regular meals that I had
previously taken for granted. It is a good reminder
to thank Allah, who provides for us. Allah has creat-
ed the sun, which grows the food on earth. 

This is a blessing that Allah has given to all
humanity, whether Muslim or not. Everyone can
benefit from the sun and grow crops. Allah is so
generous and yet we are ungrateful. 

Continued on Page 13

BRUSSELS: The world forged ahead yesterday with the
Paris climate deal after President Donald Trump pulled
the US out of the pact, triggering bitter condemnation
from all corners of the globe. Trump announced
Thursday that his administration would immediately
stop implementing the 195-nation accord brokered by
Barack Obama in 2015 in tandem with Chinese leaders.

The European Union said it was increasing efforts
with China, the world’s biggest polluter, to galvanize
global efforts to implement the deal while India
vowed to stick to the pact regardless of the United
States. Trump also faced a backlash at home where
Democratic state governors, city mayors and powerful
companies drew up plans to meet the pact’s green-
house gas emission targets. “Americans will honor and
fulfill the Paris agreement by leading from the bottom
up-and there isn’t anything Washington can do to stop
us,” former New York mayor and billionaire Michael
Bloomberg said.

However, Russian President Vladimir Putin spared
Trump more withering criticism and urged the world to
work with the New York tycoon on climate. In Brussels,
European Council President Donald Tusk said the EU is
“stepping up our cooperation on climate change with
China” following a summit with Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang. But EU officials said the two sides failed to for-
mally endorse a joint statement on the issue due to a
lingering but separate trade row. 

Expressions of shock and regret poured in from
around the world, including from Pacific islands at risk
of being swallowed by rising seas, who accused
Washington of “abandoning” them. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, the EU’s most powerful leader, pledged
“more decisive action than ever” to protect the climate
after Trump’s “highly regrettable” decision.

Continued on Page 13

DUBAI: People take a picture with the world’s first operational police robot after firing a military cannon which
marks sunset and the end of the fasting day for Muslims observing Ramadan  in Downtown Dubai. —AFP 

NEW YORK: Kuwait was elected on Friday
to serve as non-permanent member on the
Security Council for a two-year term begin-
ning in January 2018. In one round of vot-
ing the United Nations General Assembly
gathered in its main hall and elected
Kuwait, Cote D’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea,
The Netherlands, Peru and Poland-whom
were running unopposed- for the five
regional group vacant seats. Out of the 192
ballots Kuwait received 188 votes, Cote

D’Ivoire 189, Equatorial Guinea 185, Poland
190 and Peru 186.

The Netherlands takes over from Italy for
a one year term, after they agreed to split a
two-year term as a non-permanent mem-
ber for Security Council. They received 184
votes. The five overall seats available for
election in 2017 are two seats for the
African Group (Cote D’Ivoire and Equatorial
Guinea), one seat for the Group of Asia and
the Pacific Small Island Developing States

(Kuwait), one seat for the Group of Latin
American and Caribbean States (Peru) and
one seat for the Eastern European Group
(Poland) and one seat for the Western
European and Others Group (the
Netherlands).  

The five new members elected this year
will take up their seats on January 1, 2018
and will serve through to 31 December
2019. Kuwait First Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled

Al-Hamad Al-Sabah led the Kuwaiti delega-
tion during the voting process, accompa-
nied by Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Sabah, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s office
Director, Kuwait’s Permanent representa-
tive to the UN Mansour Al-Otaibi and
Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for
International Organizations Nasser Al-
Hayyen. — KUNA (See Page 2)

Kuwait grabs Security Council seat
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DUBAI: Migrating flamingos fly past the world’s tallest building, the Burj Khalifa, in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. — AP

WASHINGTON: The United States has begun ask-
ing some would-be visitors applying for visas to
provide their identities on social media, among
other more vigorous screening methods. A State
Department official, speaking on condition of
anonymity said new security procedures had gone
into effect on May 25 for travelers deemed to pres-
ent a risk.

The plan has already raised the concerns of civil
liberties advocates, who fear travelers who pose
no terrorist threat may be stigmatized for their
political or religious views. It also comes at a time
of controversy over another new measure,
President Donald Trump’s attempt to ban all travel-
ers from six mainly-Muslim countries. But in a
March 6 memorandum, Trump vowed to tighten
controls on who can enter the United States,
including by studying their online behavior.  

According to the US official, consular officers
can now demand extra information from appli-
cants they deem to require “more rigorous national
security vetting.” “Such visa applicants will be
asked to provide additional information, including
their social media handles, prior passport num-
bers, additional information about family mem-
bers, and a longer history of past travel, employ-
ment, and contact information,” she said.

Nevertheless, she added, these changes will
“affect only a fraction of one percent of the more
than 13 million annual visa applicants worldwide.”
There is no suggestion that travelers will have to
surrender passwords to their accounts.
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This undated artist rendering released by Cartivator shows a flying car.  — AP 

TOYOTA: Toyota Motor Corp is working
on a “flying car.” A startup backed by the
Japanese automaker has developed a
test model that engineers hope will
eventually develop into a tiny car with a
driver who’ll be able to light the Olympic
torch in the 2020 Tokyo games. For now,
however, the project is a concoction of
aluminum framing and eight propellers
that barely gets off the ground and
crashes after several seconds.

Toyota has invested 42.5 million yen
($386,000) in star tup Car tivator
Resource Management to work on “Sky
Drive.” At a test flight yesterday in the
city where the automaker is based, the
gadgetry, about the size of a car and
loaded with batteries and sensors, blew
up a lot of sand and made a lot of noise.
It managed to get up as high as eye lev-
el for several seconds before tilting and

fall ing to the ground. Basketballs
attached to its bottom served as cush-
ions. After several attempts, the endeav-
or had to be canceled after one of the
covers got detached from the frame and
broke, damaging the propellers.

The goal of Cartivator’s is to deliver a
seamless transition from driving to
flight, like the world of “Back to the
Future,” said the project’s leader Tsubasa
Nakamura. “I always loved planes and
cars. And my longtime dream was to
have a personal vehicle that can fly and
go many places,” he said. The group is
now working on a better design with
the money from Toyota with the plan to
have the first manned flight in 2019. No
one has ridden on Sky Drive yet, or any
drone, as that would be too dangerous.
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