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PARIS: Serena Williams will be the mother of a baby
girl ,  if  sister Venus is to be believed after she
appeared to let the secret slip on Wednesday.
Venus, playing at the French Open in Paris, told a TV
interviewer: “She’s going to call me her favorite
aunt.” “We all like ‘baby V, baby Lyn, baby Isha’. We
all want the baby to be named after us,” the 36-
year-old told Eurosport, referring to the names of
Serena’s sisters.

Serena, who revealed she was pregnant in April,
has refused to discuss the sex of the baby she is
expecting with fiance, Alex Ohanian, the founder of
Reddit. She was at Roland Garros on Wednesday
watching her older sister defeat Kurumi Nara in the
second round on the showpiece Philippe Chatrier

court.”I think it’s not easy for her to watch, because,
you know, obviously she knows she can do well
here,” said Venus after the match. Serena is a three-
time champion at Roland Garros.

“I think that she’s just excited about everything
coming up in her life, on and off the court, excited
about returning here hopefully next year,” added
Venus, who turns 37 next month. Serena, who won
her 23rd Grand Slam title in January when she
defeated Venus in the Australian Open final, is due
to give birth in September, the month she turns 36.
Earlier this week in Paris, Venus had talked about
her anticipation of becoming an aunt.  “I’m definite-
ly looking forward to it. I have no idea what the
experience will be like, because previously I became

an aunt when I was very young and lived far away,
across the country, so it was a completely different
experience than it will be this time,” she said.

“So I hope that I can live up to this job. I’ve got to
get some confidence that I can do this. It’s all new
for me. It’s a great journey.” Venus, who was runner-
up to her sister in Paris back in 2002, added: I think
you just have to be ready, aware, and alert. Then
have a lot of diaper duty. Yeah. So we’ll see.” Serena
learned she was pregnant just two days before the
Australian Open. She has told of being nervous
about playing, uncertain whether it would be too
dangerous for her or the baby. Kelly Bush Novak,
Williams’s publicist, said last month that the US star
“looks forward to returning in 2018”. — AFP 

It’s a girl! Venus lets Serena baby secret slip

(From left) File photos show Australian tennis great Margaret Court and former Grand Slam champion Martina
Navratilova. Martina Navratilova has written an open letter criticizing Margaret Court’s comments about same-sex mar-
riage and the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community, and recommending that tennis officials rename the
arena that bears the Australian great’s name at Melbourne Park. — AP 

SYDNEY: Tennis great Martina
Navratilova slammed “sick and danger-
ous” comments by Australia’s Margaret
Court that the sport was “full of lesbians”
and transgender child were the result of
a Nazi-style plot. Navratilova said
Melbourne’s Margaret Court Arena
should be renamed after another
Australian great, Evonne Goolagong
Cawley, after Court’s comments caused a
furor in the tennis community. Court, 74,
had already been criticized after she said
she would avoid using Australian airline
Qantas over its support for same-sex
marriage, even before her latest salvo
over Christian radio. “Linking LGBT to
Nazis, communists, the devil? This is not
OK,” Navratilova, who is gay, wrote in an
open letter addressed to Margaret Court
Arena and published by Australia’s
Fairfax newspapers.

“This is in fact sick and it is dangerous.
Kids will suffer more because of this con-
tinuous bashing and stigmatizing of our
LGBT community.” Navratilova added: “It
is now clear exactly who Court is: an
amazing tennis player, and a racist and a

homophobe. “The platform people like
Margaret Court use needs to be made
smaller, not bigger. “Which is why I think
it’s time to change your name. And I think
the Evonne Goolagong Arena has a great
ring to it. “Now there is a person we can
all celebrate.” By calling Court “racist”,
Navratilova was referring to her 1970
comments about apartheid, when she
said: “South Africans have this thing bet-
ter organized than any other country.”

Hitler and communism 
On Wednesday, Court, who is a church

pastor, told Vision Christian Radio that
she wasn’t “against” gay people but
wanted to “help them overcome”.  She
also claimed that transgender children
had had their minds corrupted, compar-
ing the phenomenon to brain-washing
by Hitler and communist countries.
“That’s all the devil... but that’s what
Hitler did and that’s what communism
did-got the mind of the children,” said
Court. “And there’s a whole plot in our
nation, and in the nations of the world to
get the minds of the children.” 

Court’s comments sparked disbelief
among current players with Australia’s
Sam Stosur describing them as “crazy”.
Some have called for her name to be
stripped from Melbourne’s Margaret
Court Arena, and there have even been
rumblings of a boycott of the stadium at
next year’s Australian Open. Stosur’s fel-
low Australian Casey Dellacqua has also
criticised Court, whose record of 24 major
titles still stands, for her “hurtful” views
on same-sex relationships.

Dellacqua, who has two children with
her partner Amanda Judd, said Court was
wrong to claim that her children “have
been deprived of a father” and that such
youngsters are not “given the best possible
start in life”.  Navratilova said she had “long
ago forgiven” Court for her comments 27
years ago that being a lesbian made her a
bad role model. But “demonizing” and
denying LGBT people rights was unaccept-
able, the nine-time Wimbledon champion
said. “Too many will die by suicide because
of this kind of intolerance, this kind of
bashing and yes, this kind of bullying. This
is not OK,” she added. — AFP 

Navratilova blasts ‘sick and 
dangerous’ Court comments

Crusaders and Highlanders
test winning streaks

in Super Rugby
WELLINGTON: The Crusaders and Highlanders will put
lengthy unbeaten streaks on the line when they meet in a
shortened 15th round of Super Rugby that also will feature
the first tournament match played in Samoa. The
Christchurch-based Crusaders are unbeaten in 13 matches
this season - equaling the longest winning run in the team’s
history - and the Highlanders have won nine straight, also a
club record, since their fourth-round loss to the Wellington-
based Hurricanes.

The Dunedin-based Highlanders’ only other losses this
season were to the Chiefs in round one and the Crusaders in
round two, when they gave up a 27-6 lead in the second half
to lose 30-27. The Highlanders’ form upswing since then has
been pronounced and included wins over the New South
Wales Waratahs, ACT Brumbies, Melbourne Rebels and
Western Force from Australia, South Africa’s Stormers,
Cheetahs and Bulls and Japan’s Sunwolves.

However, their only win over a New Zealand opponent
came at the expense of the Auckland based Blues who are in
last place in the domestic conference. The Highlanders are in
third place in New Zealand, three points behind the
Hurricanes and 14 points behind the Crusaders, who have
likely already clinched first place and home advantage
through the playoffs. Highlanders coach Tony Brown has
described the challenge that his team faces against the
Crusaders on Saturday as “massive.”

“To go and play the Crusaders in Christchurch in front of a
full stadium where both teams are going to go hell for
leather and throw the ball around and be really physical,”
Brown said, “it’s going to be an intense match. There’s no
better way to finish before the (international) break.” Super
Rugby breaks for four weeks to give room to New Zealand’s
test series against the British and Irish Lions and for Australia
and South Africa’s mid-year test matches. The tournament
goes into that break with a history-making match on Friday
between the Queensland Reds and the Blues in the Samoa
capital Apia which forms part of 55th anniversary celebra-
tions of Samoa’s independence.

The match is Super Rugby’s latest venture into the Pacific
Islands after the Crusaders and Chiefs played in Fiji in each of
the last two years. Both the Blues and Reds have substantial
Samoa contingents within their squads and the match helps
recognize the massive contribution of all Polynesian players
to New Zealand and Australian rugby. The Reds hope the
match at a neutral venue will also allow them to improve
their recent poor form which included a loss last week to the
Western Force. Australian teams have lost all 19 matches
against New Zealand opponents so far this season.

“We know the strength of the New Zealand conference,”
Reds coach Nick Stiles said. “It’s been a tough year for
Australian sides but hopefully over here in Samoa of all
places we can be the first Australian side to beat a New
Zealand side in 2017.” All Blacks flanker Jerome Kaino, who
was born in American Samoa, arrived in Apia in advance of
the remainder of the Blues squad and said the town is
buzzing and showing support for the Auckland team. “It’s all
starting to get a good vibe here in Apia and everyone is start-
ing to get excited,” Kaino said. “You see the Blues flags flying
in town, flying on cars so it’s all exciting as we draw nearer to
the game. — AP 


