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A combination of pictures shows Juventus’ Argentinean forward Gonzalo Higuain (left) celebrating and Real Madrid’s Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo celebrating his second
goal during the UEFA Champions League quarter-final second leg football match against FC Bayern Munich. Italian champions Juventus face Spanish champions and Champions
League trophy holders Real Madrid in the UEFA Champions League final in Cardiff tomorrow. — AFP 

MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo heads to tomor-
row’s Champions League final against
Juventus on the brink of realizing a burning
ambition of matching Lionel Messi’s record of
winning the Ballon d’Or five times. “I want to
catch Messi,” Ronaldo confessed when collect-
ing his third World Player of the Year crown
back in 2015. Now the Portuguese has four to
his name, but Messi still remains one step
ahead with five.

The two have dominated the award for the
past decade in the battle to not just be consid-
ered the best of their generation, but among
the best of all time. Yet, whilst Juventus’s stub-
born defense forced Messi to fire blanks in a 3-
0 quarter-final aggregate win for the Italians
over Barcelona, Ronaldo can complete another
stellar season by ensuring Madrid become the
first side to retain the Champions League. “I am
aware of the fact that what I’ve done in football

has already left and will continue to leave a
mark,” Ronaldo told UEFA.com.  “I haven’t bro-
ken so many records by accident. That’s not an
obsession for me, but I do like breaking them.”

Ronaldo has already added his name to
more record books during this season’s
Champions League. His hat-trick against
Bayern Munich in the quarter-finals made him
the first man to score more than 100
Champions League goals.And he duly added
another hat-trick in the semi-finals against
Atletico Madrid to carry Real to the final in
Cardiff this weekend.

“He has a good opportunity with the sea-
son that he has had, above all  in the
Champions League this year,” Predrag
Mijatovic, who scored the winning goal when
Real last met Juventus in the Champions
League final in 1998, told AFP. However, the
Montenegrin believes Juventus goalkeeper

Gianluigi Buffon could finally end Messi and
Ronaldo’s reign if he lifts the Champions
League for the first time at 39 to complete the
treble for the Italian giants.  “I think the next
Ballon d’Or will come from the team that wins
the Champions League,” added Mijatovic.
“Cristiano is there, as is Buffon and other great
players at Real Madrid like Sergio Ramos that
could aspire to it.”

RAMOS UNINTERESTED
Ramos more than Ronaldo has been Real’s

hero in beating Atletico in two of the past
three Champions League finals, scoring in
both games in Lisbon and Milan. However, the
Spanish international doesn’t seem interested
in depriving his teammate of a fifth Ballon d’Or
to tie Messi’s record. “If I wanted to win indi-
vidual awards I would have played tennis,”
Ramos said on Tuesday. In contrast to Madrid’s

previous finals in recent seasons, though,
Ronaldo arrives in Cardiff in his best form of
the campaign having been spared for a series
of league games recently.

Despite Ronaldo missing nine La Liga
games in total, Madrid didn’t miss a beat, win-
ning every single one to edge out Barcelona
and claim a first league title in five years. “It
was very intelligent management on the part
of the coach because everything had minutes,
everyone played and contributed,” added
Ronaldo on Zinedine Zidane. “I feel better
than in recent years. That is why I think this
year will be good for me. “I hope to help the
team with a good performance and goals if
possible.” If he adds to his 14 goals in his last
nine games against the meanest defense in
this season’s Champions League, Ronaldo will
likely have his name etched on yet another
Ballon d’Or.—AFP 

Ballon d’Or in play; Ronaldo bears down on Messi

LONDON: Manchester United fears it will lose out
to Real Madrid and Barcelona when it comes to
signing the best young players on the continent
after Britain leaves the European Union. Clubs with-
in the EU and European Economic Arena receive an
exemption from FIFA regulations, allowing them to
transfer 16- and 17-year-old players between coun-
tries in the region. But after Brexit, British clubs may
only be allowed to sign foreign players over the
age of 18, like the rest of the world, unless a settle-
ment is agreed before the anticipated March 2019
departure from the EU.  

“There’s a practical, operational issue around
Brexit,” United chief financial officer Cliff Baty told a
KPMG footbal l  f inance forum in London on
Wednesday, “with regard to bringing in players
from Europe and losing competitive advantage
from the likes of ourselves against Real Madrid and
Barcelona. “If you have 16-year-olds going to play
for them and if we have to wait until 18 there are
clearly practical issues there. I’m sure that will be
discussed. It’s certainly something the Premier
League are aware of.”

United signed a 16-year-old Paul Pogba from
French club Le Havre in 2009. The midfielder even-
tually left but rejoined the 20-time English champi-
ons last August for a world record transfer fee of
105 million euros (then $116 million), becoming
one of the club’s highest-paid players.  Pogba
returned at a time when currency fluctuations in

the aftermath of the June 2016 Brexit referendum
posed additional challenges for United, with play-
ers asking to be paid in euros and United agreeing
in un-named cases. 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Henrik Mkhitaryan, who
share the same agent as Pogba, also joined in the
2016 summer transfer window. “It was a bit difficult
last year when you’re trying to make signings in the
summer and you have players questioning the val-
ue of being paid in (pounds) sterling,” Baty said. “A
lot of European players want to be paid or want to
have their value to be underpinned in euros. That’s
understandable to a degree, but we are not a euro
company. We obviously earn most of our income in
sterling.  “Last year was a bit difficult ... but you
aren’t going to lose a signing over that. It just
makes the finances a bit more complicated.”

KPMG ranks United as the world’s most valuable
club at 3.1 billion euros ($3.5 billion), followed by
Real Madrid (3 billion euros) and Barcelona (2.8 bil-
l ion euros) ,  according to a l ist  published
Wednesday. United this month finished sixth in the
Premier League, which it last won in 2013 when
Alex Ferguson retired. “We don’t have to be win-
ning every year,” Baty said. “But we as a club have
to be challenging to win every year.” United did
complete the season with two major trophies, col-
lecting the League Cup and winning the Europa
League to secure a return to the Champions
League.— AP 

Man Utd fears missing out 
on teen talent after Brexit

MADRID: Atletico Madrid will be
unable to sign new players until
January 2018 after the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) yesterday
upheld their transfer ban, a move the
club said caused “irreparable dam-
age”. Atletico and city rivals Real
Madrid were barred from registering
new players for two transfer win-
dows in January 2016 for irregulari-
ties in the signing of foreign players
under 18. CAS said its appeal panel
had upheld the Atletico ban, but
reduced the fine from 900,000 Swiss
francs (827,000 euros, $927,000) to
550,000 francs. Atletico “remains
banned from registering players
both nationally and internationally
for two complete and consecutive
transfer periods”, CAS said.

Both Atletico and Real saw initial
appeals rejected by FIFA last
September. But CAS reduced Real’s
sanction in December, allowing the
European champions to recruit new
players as of this summer. Atletico
responded immediately,  saying:
“This ruling is unfair and causes an
irreparable damage to our club.” “We
consider that the decision to support
the prohibition of registering players

in a second period, corresponding to
the summer of 2017, supposes a
comparative disadvantage and dis-
criminatory treatment to our entity,
since recently and in a similar case,
the penalty was partial ly l i fted,
allowing to register players starting
on July 1st,” the club said. 

Atletico, who appealed the ban
in April, were reported to be hoping
to sell striker Antoine Griezmann to
Manchester  United and replace
h i m  w i t h  a n o t h e r  F r e n c h m a n ,
Lyon’s Alexandre Lacazette. With
no new players  now coming in,
Atletico stressed, however, that it
had “full confidence in our current
squad, with which we have won
direct passage to the Champions
League for the fifth year in a row
and have reached the semi-finals
of the Champions League and the
King’s Cup”.

“The club has the commitment of
the players and coaching staff to
continue competing at the same lev-
el next season, despite this decision
that is evidently detrimental to us.
“Together, team, club and support-
ers, we will continue to fight for our
goals.”—AFP 

CAS upholds Atletico
transfer ban


