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MUZAFFARABAD: Pakistan yesterday said
two of its civilians were killed and seven
injured in Indian cross-border shelling in the
disputed Kashmir region. Senior govern-
ment official Raja Tahir Mumtaz said the
incident occurred in the Poonch sector
along the Line of Control (LoC), the de-facto
border that divides the Himalayan territory.
“These civilians were sleeping in their hous-

es, one of the dead was a 65-year old,”
Mumtaz said, adding that four women were
among those injured.

Mohammad Ashfaq, a police official in
the area, added that several houses were
also damaged due to the mortar fire. Nafees
Zakariya, Pakistan’s foreign ministry
spokesman, confirmed the deaths in a press
briefing in Islamabad and accused India of

carrying out unprovoked ceasefire viola-
tions. Kashmir has been divided between
India and Pakistan since the end of British
colonial rule in 1947. Both claim it in full and
have fought two wars over the mountain-
ous region.

India said last week it had destroyed mili-
tary bunkers being used to harbor militants
in Pakistani territory, a claim denied by

Islamabad. It came after New Delhi accused
Pakistan of murdering and mutilating Indian
soldiers at the border. Tensions reached
dangerous levels again last September, with
both sides blaming one another for cross-
border raids. There have since been repeat-
ed outbreaks of firing across the LoC, with
both sides reporting deaths and injuries
including of civilians. — AFP 

Border shelling kills Pakistanis in Kashmir 

CANBERRA: A Malaysia Airlines plane
returned to Australia after a mentally ill
passenger threatened to detonate a bomb
and attempted to enter the cockpit before
he was tackled and tied up by passengers,
police said yesterday. The 25-year-old Sri
Lankan man Manodh Marks had been dis-
charged from a Melbourne psychiatric
hospital on Wednesday before buying a
ticket on the late-night flight to Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, Victorian Police Chief
Commissioner Graham Ashton said.

Police have determined he had no “ter-
rorist” links or associates, Ashton said.
About 10 minutes after Flight 128 took off
from Melbourne, Marks walked from his
economy seat to the cockpit door clutch-
ing an electronic device and threatening
to blow up the plane, creating panic
among passengers. Passengers subdued
him and tied him up with belts.”At that
point, he was essentially trussed up,”
Ashton told reporters. Marks, who is in
Australia on a student visa while studying
to be a chef, appeared in the Melbourne
Magistrates Court on Yesterday charged
with endangering the safety of an aircraft
and making false threats. He faces a

potential 10-year prison sentence on each
charge. His lawyer Tess Dunsford told the
magistrate Marks suffered from a psychi-
atric illness and would not apply for bail.
He did not enter pleas to the charges. He
will appear in court next on Aug. 24.

Scott Lodge said he was one of four
passengers who “pounced” on Mark “All of
a sudden, someone has him in a chokehold
and got his arm behind his back and the
other guy eventually choked him and he
passed out,” Lodge said. Ashton described
the device Marks carried on the plane as an
“amplifier-type instrument.” Passenger
Andrew Leoncelli described it as a Boom
box portable music player. “He was saying:
‘I’m going to the blow the f-ing plane up,
I’m going to blow the plane up,’” Leoncelli
told Australian Broadcasting Corp. “He was
agitated, is the best description -100 per-
cent, he was agitated.”

High-profile disasters
The Airbus A330-300 carrying 337 pas-

sengers returned to the airport about 30
minutes after takeoff. Passengers were
kept on the plane for 90 minutes after
landing and the plane was searched for

potential bombs at a remote part of the
airport, Ashton said. Police wearing body
army took Marks off the plane.  The airline
said the incident would be investigated.
Malaysia’s state-owned airline has had two
recent high-profile disasters. Malaysia
Airlines Flight 17 was shot down over the
Ukraine in 2014 with the loss of all 283
passengers and 15 crew. And Flight 370
with 238 people aboard disappeared four
months earlier. 

It is believed to have crashed in the
southern Indian Ocean but has not been
found. Victoria State Premier Daniel
Andrews offered government support for
the passengers stranded by Wednesday’s
ordeal. “I don’t think any of us have a true
understanding of the trauma, just how
frightening this experience would have
been,” Andrews said. 

Andrews cautioned against govern-
ments responding to the drama by ban-
ning mentally ill passengers from flying.
“We want to be very careful not to be driv-
ing people away from getting the care
they need,” he said. “We don’t want to be
stigmatizing any more than mental illness
is already stigmatized.” — AP

Malaysia airlines jet diverted 
in Australia over bomb scare

MELBOURNE: Police in tactical gear board a Malaysia Airlines plane after a man tried to enter its cockpit. — AP 

B’desh navy rescues 
cyclone survivors

DHAKA: The Bangladesh navy said yesterday it has
rescued 23 fishermen from the Bay of Bengal and is
searching for scores more missing since a cyclone hit
two days ago. Most were plucked from a sinking boat
which had broken down, leaving them stranded at sea
when Cyclone Mora hit on Tuesday, killing seven peo-
ple and destroying thousands of homes. 

The navy said its ships were conducting an “exten-
sive search” of the area after the storm left a trail of
devastation along the coast. They are also carrying
food, emergency relief and two medical teams to
Kutubdia and Saint Martin’s, two coastal islands that
were hit hard by the cyclone.

“At least 15 ships have been deployed to search for
survivors in the Bay of Bengal after the storm,” a senior
Navy official said. “They are still in the sea and have
rescued 23 fishermen from the water.”A navy helicop-
ter and a maritime patrol aircraft are also conducting
aerial searches for survivors, it said. As the cyclone
advanced on Bangladesh, local authorities increased
the maritime threat to its highest level and ordered all
fishing vessels to remain at port.

However Mushtaq Ahmed, a fishing industry repre-
sentative in Cox’s Bazar, said eight boats carrying
around 150 fishermen had failed to return. “We heard
some 60 fishermen were rescued by Bangladeshi and
Indian navy ships. If they’re our men, we think some 90
fishermen are still missing,” he told AFP. “They could
be moored on a island or adrift at sea. In the past we
have seen that most of the fishermen return to their
fishing ports within a week or two. We hope this time
they will also be back in good health.” Bangladesh suf-
fers frequent cyclones and fishermen are often report-
ed missing only to be found in their villages after the
storm has subsided.

Extensive search 
Ahmed said it was the first time the navy had con-

ducted such an extensive search for missing fishermen
after a cyclone. The rescues brought the total number
of people plucked from the sea since Tuesday to 56.
An Indian navy ship rescued 33 Bangladeshi survivors
on Wednesday and handed them over to the local
authorities, senior government official Zillur Rahman
Chowdhury told AFP. “All  33 are fishermen,”
Chowdhury said, adding they were tossed into the sea
after their boats were caught in the cyclone. 

Meanwhile, aid workers said emergency food and
aid had reached tens of thousands of Rohingya
refugees living in camps in Cox’s Bazar, which bore the
brunt of the storm. The World Food Programme said it
was handing out 100 tons of high-energy biscuits to
nearly 20,000 refugee families after the cyclone
destroyed or damaged thousands of homes.

“After a day of going hungry with my kids, this is
amazing,” said Rohingya refugee Abdul Khalek after he
received 30 packs of biscuits for his family of eight.
Thousands of Rohingya have been sleeping in the
open since the storm hit, despite continuing rain.
Cyclone Mora came after heavy rains in Sri Lanka
caused the worst flooding the island has seen in well
over a decade, killing more than 200 people. South
Asia is frequently hit by flooding in the summer with
the arrival of the annual monsoon rains. — AFP 

Police have determined no ‘terrorist’ links


