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JALALABA: Afghan security forces stand alongside an alleged Islamic State (IS) militant during a press conference at the
National Directorate of Security (NDS) headquarters. — AFP 

KABUL: Kabul was reeling yesterday
from its deadliest attack since 2001,
with anguished residents burying
their dead as authorities cleared away
mangled wreckage and public anger
mounted over the government’s fail-
ure to protect citizens in the heart of
the capital.  No group has so far
claimed Wednesday’s attack,
launched from a sewage tanker
packed with explosives, which tore a
massive crater in the ground and
killed at least 90 people, mainly civil-
ians, while wounding hundreds.

Angry citizens demanded answers
from the government over the per-
ceived intelligence failure leading to
the assault, which underscores spiral-
ing insecurity in Afghanistan.   “For
how long will we have to tolerate this
bloodshed in our country?” a sobbing
resident asked on local Tolo News.   “I
have lost my brother in the blast and
the government is constantly failing
to provide us with security.”   The
brazen attack during the holy month
of Ramadan highlighted the ability of
militants to strike even in the capital’s
most secure district, home to the pres-
idential palace and foreign embassies
that are enveloped in a maze of con-
crete blast walls.

Authorities swept off debris and
shards of glass littered across the
streets, and cleared away the charred
carcasses of blown-up vehicles, as
shocked residents prepared for
funeral ceremonies.   With more than

400 people wounded, the injured
spilled over into hospital hallways as
huge crowds gathered outside wait-
ing for news of their loved ones or
searching for still missing relatives.
Health officials warned some victims
may never be identified as their bod-
ies were torn into pieces or burned
beyond recognition.

Global outrage swelled over the
massive blast, the deadliest single
attack in Kabul since the Taliban were
toppled from power in a 2001 US-led
invasion. US President Donald Trump
told his Afghan counterpart Ashraf
Ghani in a phone call that the timing
of the attack during Ramadan under-
scores “the barbaric nature of the ter-
rorists who are enemies of all civilized
peoples”.    UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres expressed his
“abhorrence” at the strike. The lights
at the Eiffel Tower were switched off
on Wednesday night to honor the
scores of victims. The monument’s
lights had already been turned off on
Tuesday after suicide blasts in
Baghdad killed at least 42.

Kabul deadly for civilians 
Afghanistan’s intelligence agency

has blamed the Taliban-allied Haqqani
Network for Wednesday’s attack. The
Taliban, currently in the midst of their
annual “spring offensive”, denied they
were involved. The insurgent group
rarely claims responsibility for attacks
that kill large numbers of civilians. The

Islamic State group has had no such
compunctions, claiming responsibility
for several deadly bombings in the
Afghan capital, but so far has not
issued a claim in Wednesday’s blast.
The explosion, which Kabul residents
compared to an earthquake, damaged
several embassies in the area, which
houses diplomatic and government
buildings and is replete with check
points and armed security guards. At
least 11 Afghan guards working for the
US embassy were among those killed
and 11 American citizens working as
contractors in Kabul were among the
wounded, US officials have said.

Germany said an Afghan guard had
been killed at its embassy, which was
“in the immediate vicinity” of the
attack, while several other countries
also reported damage to their mis-
sions. Frequent mass casualty attacks
made the city the deadliest place in
Afghanistan for civilians in the first
quarter of 2017, according to the
United Nations. Afghan troops backed
by US and NATO forces have been
struggling t beat back the insurgents,
and the White House is considering
sending thousands more soldiers to
break the deadlock in the battle
against the Taliban.US troops in
Afghanistan number about 8,400
now, and there are another 5,000 from
NATO allies. They mainly serve in an
advisory capacity — a far cry from the
US presence of more than 100,000 six
years ago.—AFP

Kabul still reeling after 
deadly truck bombing

Government’s failure to protect citizens

NEW DELHI: Peacocks don’t have sex, but rather shed tears to
conceive, according to a judge in western India whose unique
theories have set off a social media storm in the country. At a
hearing in Rajasthan state’s high court Wednesday, judge
Mahesh Chandra Sharma urged India’s government to declare
the cow considered sacred in Hindu-majority India as the
national animal since it is “as pious as a peacock”.

“The peacock is a lifelong celibate. It never has sex with
the peahen. The peahen gets pregnant after swallowing the
tears of the peacock,” Sharma said on his last day in office
before retiring. Sharma’s comments, made in response to an
NGO’s petition on the condition of state-run cow shelters,
sparked a flurry of jokes and comments on social media.
“Profoundly ironical, that it was the peacock (not its tears but
plumage) that led Darwin to propose the landmark theory of
Sexual Selection,” said Anand Ranganathan on Twitter.

Some users posted wildlife footage of peacocks mating to
disprove his theory, while several pointed to suggestions on
Quora, a user-generated question-and-answer site that his
celibacy claim came from ancient Hindu epics of Mahabharata
and Ramayana. In his 145-page order, Sharma cites Hindu
scriptures to bolster his case — listing the “miraculous” age-
defying qualities of cow dung and urine.”(Mother cow) is the
only animal that inhales as well as exhales oxygen, “he said.
“Cow urine has the miraculous property of destroying any kind
of germs. It provides strength to mind and heart. It stops age-
ing,” he said, adding that its horns “acquire cosmic energy”.

“Houses plastered with cow dung are safe from radio
waves.” Cows have increasingly become a focal point of
nationalist discourse in India where Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s right-wing government has made cattle protection a
key theme since coming to power in 2014. The government
last week prohibited the sale and purchase of cattle for slaugh-
ter across India, sparking protests in states where beef is eaten.
The slaughter of cows, as well as the possession or consump-
tion of beef, is banned in most but not all Indian states. Some
impose up to life imprisonment for infringements. At least a
dozen people, mostly Muslims, have been killed by Hindu
mobs in recent years over rumors that they were eating beef,
slaughtering cows or smuggling them.—AFP 
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Rights groups urge probes
bloodshed in DR Congo 

KINSHASA: International and local rights groups called on
the UN yesterday to open an urgent inquiry into the months-
long violence that has swept central Democratic Republic of
Congo, leaving over a million homeless. “The UN Human
Rights Council (HRC) should urgently establish a commission
of inquiry into the situation in the central Kasai region,” said a
coalition of 262 Congolese and nine international NGOs,
including Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International. 

The central Kasai region has seen a major spike in violence
since September when government forces killed a tribal chief
and militia leader called Kamwina Nsapu who had rebelled
against President Joseph Kabila. Since it began, the unrest has
claimed more than 400 lives and forced more than 1.2 million
people from their homes, UN figures show. Unconfirmed local
figures put the number of dead as high as 3,000. 

The UN has also reported finding 40 mass graves, with two
of its researchers investigating the violence abducted and
killed. “The violence in the Kasai region has caused immense
suffering, with Congolese authorities unable or unwilling to
stop the carnage or hold those responsible for the abuses to
account,” said Ida Sawyer, Central Africa director at Human
Rights Watch.”An independent, international investigation is
needed to document the abuses, identify those responsible,
and help ensure justice for the victims.”  The NGOs’ call came
just days ahead of an HRC meeting in Geneva that begins on
June 6.

In May, the UN Security Council expressed doubts about
Kinshasa’s ability to independently probe the murder of the
UN experts.   Last week, the Congolese public prosecutor said
he was investigating allegations that former development
minister Clement Kanku may have been linked to the mur-
ders.   “We cannot expect anything from such national investi-
gations,” Rostin Manketa, who heads the Kinshasa-based
rights group Voice of the Voiceless, told AFP. —AFP


