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CARACAS: An anti-government demonstrator walks past two National Guard soldiers’ motorcycles that were set on fire by
protesters when the soldiers ran from their bikes after falling during clashes with protesters. —AP

Move to re-write Venezuelan 
constitution amid protests

CARACAS: Venezuela’s opposition
called for weekend protests as the
deadline neared for candidates for an
assembly to re-write the constitution
a gather ing opponents  s lam as  a
naked power grab by the leftist gov-
ernment. Sixty people have died and
around 1 ,000 people  have been
wounded since April 1, when oppo-
nents of President Nicolas Maduro
intensified their attempts to remove
him from power, according to govern-
ment figures. 

The massive protests have been
fueled by soaring inflation and short-
ages of food and medicine, a result of
Venezuela’s economic collapse driven
by the fall in prices for its crucial oil
exports since 2014.In an attempt to sta-
bilize its foreign exchange market, the
government on Wednesday devalued
its currency, the Bolivar, by 64 percent.
Under the overhauled official exchange
system, the government let investors
bid for US dollars at a new higher rate
in what Maduro said was an effort to
undermine the black market.

The rate of 2,010 Bolivars per dollar
represents a sharp devaluation com-
pared to 721 bolivars under the previ-
ous system, but is still far below the
black market rate, currently around
6,000 bolivars per dollar. The central
bank sold $24 million overall, mostly to
companies importing foreign goods.
“The amount assigned was laughable. It
shows the lack of currency,” economist
Jesus Casique told AFP.

Protests and more protests 
On Wednesday some 5,000 protest-

ers clashed with police when they tried

to march to the foreign ministry head-
quarters in a demo aimed at coinciding
with an Organization of American
States meeting on Venezuela. Violent
clashes later broke out in eastern
Caracas, which authorities said resulted
in scores of wounded. The OAS meet-
ing at the group’s headquarters in
Washington, however, was suspended
because members could not agree on
how to handle the Venezuelan crisis a
development that Foreign Minister
Delcy Rodriguez celebrated as a victo-
ry.  “The only consensus is that there is
no consensus,” Rodriguez told VTV
state television from Washington. “The
voice of moral authority imposed itself
they have been defeated,” she said.

The domestic opposit ion to
Maduro, however, feels far from being
defeated, and has called for more
demos on Saturday, this time to protest
widespread hunger.”The game seems
to be deadlocked. The government is
becoming more and more repressive
and the opposition is continuing its
protests in the street,” said political ana-
lyst Luis Salamanca.”There could be a
total, serious confrontation, permanent
chaos. Anything could happen here
even a popular uprising.”Opposition
congressional speaker Julio Borges visit-
ed European lawmakers on Wednesday
in Brussels, where he warned Maduro’s
plan to re-write the constitution will
trigger more bloodshed. At a news con-
ference, Borges asked for “help” from
EU institutions so that “those who have
violated human rights are also hit with
sanctions.”

Venezuelan National Guard forces
on Wednesday assaulted several

reporters, including AFP photographer
Luis Robayo, as they covered a protest.
Robayo said the troops beat him as
they sought to prevent him taking pic-
tures of clashes between demonstra-
tors and the National Guard on Caracas’
Francisco Fajardo highway.   

Journalists beaten 
“The National Guard started to go by

on motorbikes. They approached and
one of them hit me several times in the
head, then they pushed me and I fell.
They lifted me up by the (bulletproof)
vest, and my camera fell,” he recalled.
One of them tried to take off Robayo’s
gas mask and arrest him only to be told
to stop by a superior, the photographer
said.  Guards took away the photogra-
pher’s vehicle and belongings, his driv-
er said. At least two photographers
with other media faced beatings and
brief arrests, professional associations
and colleagues said.

Authorities on Wednesday began a
48-hour process of signing up candi-
dates for a planned constitutional
reform body, a move that has inflamed
anti-government protests.  Maduro
opponents say he aims to keep himself
in power by stacking the planned “con-
stitutional assembly” with allies. The
electoral authorities have called on
candidates to sign up online to seek
election to the 545-member assembly,
which will be tasked with writing a new
constitution. The center right-led oppo-
sition coalition has vowed not to take
part. “I hope no one will commit trea-
son by taking part in such an absolutely
fraudulent process,” opposition leader
Henrique Capriles said.—AFP 

BERLIN: Reinhold Hanning, a former SS sergeant whose con-
viction last year on 170,000 counts of accessory to murder for
serving as an Auschwitz guard was hailed as a long-overdue
victory for Holocaust victims, has died. He was 95. Hanning
died on Tuesday, his attorney Andreas Scharmer told The
Associated Press yesterday without providing further details.
Hanning was convicted last June in Detmold state court in
northwestern Germany and sentenced to five years in prison,
though he never served time behind bars as his case was still
being appealed.

Unlike most other death camp guards who have been
brought to trial, Hanning apologized for his wartime service in
Auschwitz from January 1942 to June 1944, telling Holocaust
survivors from around the world who attended the proceed-
ings that “it disturbs me deeply” to have been a part of the
Nazis’ genocidal machinery. “I am ashamed that I saw injustice
and never did anything about it, and I apologize for my
actions,” he said, speaking with a weak voice into a micro-
phone while sitting in a wheelchair. “I am very, very sorry.”

Hanning joined the Hitler Youth with his class in 1935 at
age 13, then volunteered at 18 for the Waffen SS at the urging
of his stepmother. He fought in several battles in World War II
before being hit by grenade splinters in his head and leg dur-
ing close combat in Kiev in 1941. Following the injury, his
commander decided he was no longer fit for front-line duty
and assigned him to Auschwitz.

Burning bodies 
In a statement to the court, Hanning said he didn’t know

what Auschwitz was at the time but quickly found out.
“People were shot, gassed and burned. I could see how
corpses were taken back and forth or moved out,” he said. “I
could smell the burning bodies; I knew corpses were being
burned.” Nearly 1 million Jews and tens of thousands of oth-
ers were killed in Auschwitz, which was located in Nazi-occu-
pied Poland.

Though his own duties were not directly linked to the
killings, with him being initially assigned to register patrols
and work details and later posted to a guard tower, he was
tried under new legal reasoning in Germany that anyone who
helped a death camp function can be held culpable as an
accessory to murder. That argument was first successfully
used in 2011 in Munich to convict former Ohio autoworker
John Demjanjuk on allegations he served as a Sobibor death
camp guard. Although Demjanjuk denied serving at the death
camp and died before his appeal could be heard, it opened a
wave of new investigations by the special prosecutor’s office
in Ludwigsburg responsible for Nazi war crime probes, includ-
ing that of Hanning.—AP

Naked power grab

Convicted Auschwitz 
guard dies in Berlin 

Maker of Ivanka shoes 
denies labor violations

SHANGHAI : A Chinese company that makes shoes for Ivanka
Trump and other brands denied allegations yesterday of exces-
sive overtime and low wages made by three activists who have
been arrested or disappeared. The Associated Press reported
Tuesday that Hua Haifeng, an investigator for China Labor Watch,
a New York-based nonprofit, had been arrested on a charge of
illegal surveillance while his two colleagues, Li Zhao and Su Heng
are missing and rights groups fear they have been detained. They
were investigating Huajian Group factories in the southern
Chinese cities of Ganzhou and Dongguan.

“We are shocked,” Long Shan, a spokeswoman for the Huajian
Group, said in an email to The Associated Press. “As a renowned
global media outlet, you have put out many untrue reports not
based on facts and without our consent.”China Labor Watch
executive director Li Qiang said Yesterday he still had not been
able to confirm the status of the two men. Huajian was contacted
before AP’s initial reports were published but issued no state-
ment until yesterday. Long said the company had stopped pro-
ducing Ivanka Trump shoes months ago. She said that Hua
Haifeng joined the group’s factory in Dongguan on May 20, but
left after less than a week, and Su Heng began working at their
Ganzhou factory on April 28, but also left after a short time. She
said she did not know their current whereabouts. “By coming to
Huajian to work, they are Huajian employees. Huajian staff must
comply with China’s laws and regulations and Huajian’s rules,”
she said, adding that at least one of the men “used methods like
taking photographs and video to obtain the company’s trade
secrets, which is not in line with the company’s regulations. —AP


