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MOSUL: Displaced Iraqis evacuate their home in western Mosul’s Zanjili neighborhood on June 1, 2017 during ongoing bat-

IS seals off area around 
symbolic Mosul mosque 

BAGHDAD: Islamic State group mili-
tants have blocked the area around a
highly symbolic mosque in Mosul’s Old
City where the group’s leader made his

a resident said yesterday. The move
came as US-backed Iraqi forces are
pushing to recapture the city’s remain-
ing pockets.

The militants have ordered families
living near Al-Nuri mosque - also known
as the Great Mosque - to leave their
houses and sealed all the roads leading
to it, said the resident who lives in the
IS-held sections of Mosul. Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi delivered a Friday sermon in
Al-Nuri mosque in 2014 after IS seized
almost a third of Iraq and declared an
Islamic “caliphate” on territory it con-
trolled in Iraq and neighboring Syria.

‘Crooked Minaret’ 
The iconic 840-year-old “Crooked

Minaret,” which leans somewhat like
Italy’s Tower of Pisa, survived destruc-
tion by IS militants as residents formed a
human chain to protect it when the mili-
tants came to blow it up. The extremists
demolished dozens of historic and
archaeological sites in and around
Mosul, saying they promote idolatry.

“The militants are not moving in
groups anymore, we see one or two
from time to time in the streets as a
majority of them are moving through
the houses, using the holes they made
in the walls,” he told The Associated
Press, speaking on condition of
anonymity for fear for his safety.
According to UN estimates, more than
100,000 people are still trapped in their
houses in IS-held areas. Mosul’s Old City
is an ancient district of narrow alleyways
and tightly packed homes, two main
challenges to security forces. “We are
dying slowly with no water and no
food,” the resident said of the deterio-
rated situation in their areas.

Meanwhile yesterday, the UN special

mission to Iraq said violence killed at
least 354 civilians and wounded 470
others in Iraq last month. Of those, there
were 160 civilians killed and 52 wounded
in Nineveh province, where Mosul is
provincial capital. The Iraqi government
last October launched a wide-scale mili-

surrounding areas, with various Iraqi mili-

tary, police and paramilitary forces taking
part in the operation. The city’s eastern
half was declared liberated in January,
and the push for the city’s western sec-
tion, separated from the east by the Tigris
River, began the following month. Since
then, the IS hold on Mosul has shrunk to
just a handful of neighborhoods in and
around the Old City district. —AP 

Sweden anti-immigrant 
party second largest 

STOCKHOLM: The anti-immigration Sweden Democrats party
is the country’s second largest, a reference poll suggested yes-
terday, two years after Sweden took in the highest number of
refugees per capita in Europe. With just over a year to go to a
general election, Statistics Sweden (SCB) said if an election
were held today, the Sweden Democrats would garner 18.4
percent of voter support, up almost one percentage point
from its previous survey in November.

The party would thereby overtake the conservative
Moderates, which were credited with 18.1 percent. Prime
Minister Stefan Lofven’s Social Democrats party, which has
dominated Swedish politics in the postwar period, remains
the largest with 31.1 percent support, according to SCB. The
Sweden Democrats have enjoyed a swift rise in public support
in recent years, capitalising on Swedes’ frustration over immi-

parliament in 2010 with 5.7 percent of votes, rising to nearly
13 percent in the 2014 election. But the party has long been
shunned by Sweden’s political establishment-all of the parties
in parliament have held up a cordon sanitaire around it
because of its roots in the neo-Nazi movement.

Broken taboo 
The head of the conservative Moderates, Anna Kinberg

Batra, broke a longstanding taboo in January when she
opened the door for a cooperation with the Sweden
Democrats, sparking a deep rift within her stunned four-party
centre-right opposition Alliance. Since then, the Moderates

SCB’s November poll when it garnered 22.8 percent, as calls
multiplied within the party for Batra’s resignation.

Rejoicing over yesterday’s poll numbers, the Sweden
Democrats said the other parties would have to begin cooper-
ating with them if they want to win a majority in parliament.
Lofven’s government is a minority coalition with the Greens
Party, while the four-party opposition Alliance also falls short
of a majority. “There’s really no other alternative, and the
Moderates have realized that,” Mattias Karlsson, the Sweden
Democrats parliamentary group leader, told news agency TT. 

Over the years, the Moderates, which governed for two
consecutive terms until 2014, have consistently lost voters to
the Sweden Democrats, forcing them to take a harder stance
against immigration. Yet they have failed to win back those
voters. “The party continues to talk about immigration and
immigrants but it hasn’t helped it win back Sweden Democrat
voters or gain stronger support for its immigration policies,”
Sweden’s main daily Dagens Nyheter wrote in an editorial
after SCB’s poll was published. “There will certainly be a dis-
cussion about whether the party should change course, but
the party is split on that.” Sweden will hold legislative elec-
tions in September 2018. —AFP 

BRUSSELS: Facebook, Google and
other US internet giants have sharply

online hate speech, a top European

joined forces with the companies a
year ago to combat online extremism,
responding to growing alarm in
Europe over the use of social media
as a recruiting tool, especially by the
Islamic State group.

“The companies are now removing
twice as many cases of illegal hate
speech and at a faster rate when
compared to six months ago,” Vera
Jourova, the EU commissioner for jus-

report. It “shows that a self-regulatory
approach can work”, said Jourova,
who called for further progress-par-
ticularly from Twitter.

Facebook was the only one of the
four giants-the other two are
Microsoft and YouTube-to review and

within 24 hours,  she added.
“Facebook shows that they invested a

do the take downs in the necessary
numbers in the agreed times,”
Jourova told reporters. Facebook,
Twitter,  Microsoft and Google’s

YouTube announced a code of con-
duct in May last year, pledging to
remove online hate speech within 24

A year on, a recent survey of 24 EU
countries showed that on average, in

hate speech by removing the con-
tent. That is more than twice the level
of 28 percent recorded six months
earlier. Jourova said she would try to

and make other improvements to the
system, all the more so as “extremism
and radicalization in Europe is on the
rise”.  She referred to the May 22
attack at a pop concert in
Manchester, northern England, car-
ried out by Salman Abedi, a 22-year-
old born and raised locally.

As detectives try to determine
how Abedi was radicalized, Jourova
warned that many young people
were vulnerable to online extremist
recruitment. The tech �rms have
p l e d g e d  t o  � g h t  s p e e c h  u n d e r
European laws that bar incitement
t o  v i o l e n c e  o r  h a t r e d  d i r e c t e d
against people based on race, col-
or, religion, descent or national or
ethnic origin. — AFP 

Facebook, Google crack 
down on hate speech: EU

Iraqi forces pushing to recapture remaining pockets

Israel minister says state 
won’t fund nude shows   

JERUSALEM: Israel’s outspoken culture minister is threatening to
withhold funding from two productions showing at a top festival
because they contain nudity, provoking mockery and claims of

“harmful to the basic values of Israel as a Jewish and democratic
state”. In a letter to Israel Festival director general Eyal Sher, Regev

people in Israeli society.
While the festival and audiences could make their own choic-

es, “state funding cannot be distributed to activities detrimental
to the values of society and its identity”, Regev wrote to Sher on
Tuesday. The Israel Festival, which opens later Thursday, is the
country’s largest and most important interdisciplinary arts festi-
val, featuring performances by domestic and international artists.
This year two productions-”Pindorama” from Brazil and Spain’s
“And what will I do with this sword?”-feature nudity.

Sher stressed that both of these shows were only for those
who had bought tickets and were staged in auditoriums, not “in
the wider public sphere”. “We state clearly on all marketing mate-

are sensitive to those who might not be interested in such
shows,” he said on Thursday. “The public is invited to choose
from among a wide variety of renowned shows that will take
place over the three-week festival.”

Sher said they were not considering changing the pro-
gramme, and noted that the ministry’s funding enabled the festi-
val to “bring the most original, contemporary, innovative, daring
materials based purely on artistic considerations”. —AFP 


