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LOS ANGELES: More disturbing images of
Tiger Woods emerged Tuesday in the
black-and-white details of police reports,
depicting him sound asleep behind the
wheel of a car parked awkwardly on the
side of a six-lane Florida road with two flat
tires, the engine still running and a blinker
flashing.

When a police officer woke him, Woods
was so disoriented that he initially said he
had just returned from playing golf in Los
Angeles. Then, he said he didn’t know
where he was or how far away he was from
his home in Jupiter Island. He kept falling
back asleep.

Eventually, he failed a sobriety test so
badly that at one point officers moved
toward him to ensure he didn’t fall over.

There was no evidence of alcohol, how-
ever, confirming what Woods said Monday

night when he issued a statement saying
he had had an “unexpected reaction” to
prescription medicine.  Jupiter police said
he took a breath test that showed no alco-
hol in his system. He later agreed to a urine
test.

Still to come is potential video evi-
dence from dashcam footage showing his
arrest on suspicion of DUI in the morning
darkness of Memorial Day.

An affidavit and an incident report from
the four officers at the scene were released
a day after Woods spent nearly four hours
in the Palm Beach County jail. His mug
shot from the jail - showing lifeless eyes
and scraggly facial hair - provided a stark
illustration of how much Woods’ mystique
has been shattered since a decade of dom-
ination that golf had never seen.

It left players on the PGA Tour hopeful

for better times, and not just on the golf
course. “I feel bad for Tiger,” Jack Nicklaus
said. “Tiger is a friend. He’s been great for
the game of golf, and I think he needs all
our help. And we wish him well. ... I hope
he gets out of it and I hope he plays golf
again. He needs a lot of support from a lot
of people, and I’ll be one of them.”

Woods remains a favorite among play-
ers young and old. When he was an assis-
tant captain at the Ryder Cup last
September, the American team presented
him a red shirt that said, “Make Tiger Great
Again.”

“I’m concerned about him,” said Steve
Stricker, the Presidents Cup captain who
chose Woods as one of his assistants. He
said he exchanged texts with Woods on
Monday and that Woods told him no alco-
hol was involved.

FUSION SURGERY
“Whether this is just a misunderstand-

ing ... or if he had some medication prob-
lems, a mixture of some - I really don’t
know,” Stricker said. “And I’m always the
guy to give the benefit of the doubt, and
we’re just going to have to wait and see.
But I’m pulling for him. I’m hoping that he
gets things turned around and back out
there playing well again.”

Woods has not competed in four
months, and he had fusion surgery on his
lower back last month - his fourth back
surgery in three years - that will keep him
off the PGA Tour for at least the rest of the
season.

He told police he had taken several pre-
scriptions. The affidavit listed four medica-
tions, including Vicodin, that Woods
reported taking.

Vicodin is an opioid pain medication.
The other three drugs appear to be mis-
spelled. One is similar in spelling to Solax
(a muscle relaxer) or Solox (for acid reflux).
Another is similar in spelling to Etorix, a
painkiller not currently approved in the
United States.

Painkillers are generally prescribed
after such surgeries, and many carry warn-
ings to avoid driving while taking them.
Other medicines, including over-the-
counter allergy medicine or anti-anxiety
medicines, can also cause drowsiness and
include warnings about driving.

The FDA warning for Vicodin says it
“may impair the mental and/or physical
abilities required for the performance of
potentially hazardous tasks such as driving
a car or operating machinery; patients
should be cautioned accordingly.”—AP

Woods found asleep at the wheel, no alcohol in his system

BOSTON: In this May 25, 2017, file photo, Cleveland Cavaliers, from left, Kevin Love, LeBron James, Kyle Korver and Iman Shumpert celebrate a
basket during the second half of Game 5 of the NBA basketball Eastern Conference finals against the Boston Celtics, on Thursday, May 25, 2017,
in Boston. This was the seventh straight time that LeBron James advanced to the NBA Finals. —AP

OAKLAND: Cleveland superstar LeBron James,
as versatile and dangerous as any NBA player, is
a focus of the Golden State Warriors as they pre-
pare for today’s start of the NBA Finals.

The Cavaliers are defending champions after
James sparked the greatest comeback in NBA
Finals history, rallying Cleveland from 3-1 down
to win last year’s best-of-seven series in a dra-
matic winner-take-all showdown at Oakland,
California.

James became the first player to lead an NBA
Finals in every major statistical category with
29.7 points, 11.3 rebounds, 8.9 assists, 2.6 steals
and 2.3 blocked shots a game last year.

This season, at age 32, James averaged 26.4
points plus career highs of 8.6 rebounds and 8.7
assists as well as a league-high 37.8 minutes on
the court a game.

As dangerous a scorer as he is from outside or
driving to the hoop, James also threatens by
being able to find teammates such as Kyrie

Irving and Kevin Love with passes when defend-
ers focus too much on him.

“You can’t stop LeBron,” said Mike Brown, the
Golden State assistant coach guiding the team
while head coach Steve Kerr recovers from com-
plications after back surgery.

“He’s going to score. He’s going to get other
players involved in the scoring by passing the
ball off. So you’ve got to make him work as hard
as he can. He can’t have an easy game.”

Brown, who once coached James with the
Cavaliers, has emphasized perseverance when
dealing with James, especially since Kevin
Durant will be dealing with him much of the
time.

STRONG TEAM
“LeBron is going to get his points and so is

Kyrie. You’ve just got to try and make it tough on
them,” Durant said. “You can’t get discouraged.

“They are a strong team and they are playing

well. They have chemistry. It has only gotten bet-
ter all year. We’ve got to work hard at practice
and when the game comes on, get out there
and go play.”

The Cavaliers flew into San Francisco on
Tuesday, taking a team photo once they arrived
that Cleveland forward Kevin Love posted on
Instagram. Oddsmakers have the Warriors
favored to dethrone Cleveland as the Cavaliers
did to them a year ago, but the snub gives the
Cavs something else to prove.

“We’ll use it as fuel, use it as motivation,” Love
said. “We’re defending our title. We’re trying to
repeat, which is so hard to do. “I don’t feel like
we’re underdogs. We match up well with them. I
think they would say the same thing about us.”

Golden State, which boasted the NBA’s top
scoring squad this season, is off to a record 12-0
playoff start with an average win margin of 16.3
points.  Cleveland is 12-1 in the playoffs, winning
by an average of 13.6 points. — AFP

Warriors wary of LeBron 
as Cavs arrive for Finals

OAKLAND: A position-by-position look at the
matchups in the NBA Finals between the Golden
State Warriors and the Cleveland Cavaliers:

CENTER: Zaza Pachulia vs. Tristan Thompson.
Pachulia is back and ready to go after missing
two games in the Western Conference finals with
a heel injury. He may not be out there long if the
Warriors decide they need more mobility against
Thompson, who is nearly averaging a double-
double and shooting 60 percent while creating
plenty of extra possessions with his offensive
rebounding for the Cavaliers. Edge: Cavaliers.

POWER FORWARD: Draymond Green vs.
Kevin Love. Green wanted the matchup with the
Cavaliers after Golden State fell short last year
despite his brilliant Game 7, and now here it
comes. On top of his versatility and defense that
is so important to Golden State, he’s shooting 47
percent from 3-point range in the postseason,
tops on a team that has some of the best
perimeter shooters in the world. Love broke out
in a big way in the Eastern Conference finals
after opening the playoffs with two quiet
rounds, averaging 22.6 points and 12.4 rebounds
against Boston. Edge: Warriors.

SMALL FORWARD: Kevin Durant vs. LeBron
James. Durant has been terrific in his first post-
season with the Warriors, averaging 25.2 points
on 55.6 percent shooting. James has been even
better, putting up 32.5 points on nearly 57 per-
cent shooting, and adding 8.0 rebounds and 7.0
assists per game. James won his first NBA title
five years ago at Durant’s expense, and now
Durant tries to get his first playing against
James. Edge: Cavaliers.

SHOOTING GUARD: Klay Thompson vs. J.R.
Smith. Thompson’s shot has been off in the post-
season, hitting just about 38 percent from the
field, but his defense is probably more important
than his offense now anyway as the usual pri-

mary defender against Kyrie Irving. Smith has
had a quiet postseason, playing more than 30
minutes and taking more than eight shots just
once in the Eastern Conference finals. Edge:
Warriors.

POINT GUARD: Stephen Curry vs. Kyrie
Irving. With his big performance in Game 5 that
helped start Cleveland’s comeback, his 3-pointer
in Game 7 and then his go-ahead basket in their
Christmas Day matchup, Irving has repeatedly
hurt the Warriors. Now he comes into this series
off a sizzling conference finals series, shooting
62 percent against Boston. Curry is averaging
28.6 points in the playoffs and looking like a dif-
ferent player now than heading into last year’s
NBA Finals after a knee injury earlier in the post-
season. Edge: Warriors.

RESERVES: Andre Iguodala, Shawn
Livingston, JaVale McGee, Ian Clark, David West,
and Patrick McCaw vs. Channing Frye, Iman
Shumpert, Kyle Korver, Deron Williams and
Richard Jefferson.  Iguodala has shot the ball
poorly in the postseason but the 2015 NBA
Finals MVP will be on the floor plenty anyway
because of his other contributions. Meanwhile,
McGee (74 percent), Livingston (61), West (57)
and Clark (52) have shot it great. Frye and Korver
had their minutes slashed in the last round but
the Cavaliers figure to need their 3-point shoot-
ing now against the tougher Golden State
defense.  Advantage: Warriors.

COACHES: Steve Kerr or Mike Brown vs.
Tyronn Lue. Kerr is still trying to determine if his
back is healthy enough to return to the bench. If
not, Brown, who replaced him midway through
the first round, faces the team he led to the 2007
NBA Finals. Lue tries to build on the terrific start
to his coaching career by becoming just the sec-
ond NBA coach to win titles in his first two sea-
sons. Edge: Even. —AP

SAN ANTONIO: In this Monday, May 22, 2017
file photo, Golden State Warriors’ Draymond
Green (23) handles the ball during the first
half in Game 4 of the NBA basketball
Western Conference finals against the San
Antonio Spurs in San Antonio. — AP

Position-by-position 
matchups for NBA Finals

SUGAR GROVE: Oregon and Oklahoma
will play for the NCAA men’s golf title, two
teams that at times had every reason to
think they wouldn’t be there.

The Sooners trailed in all five of their
matches through 10 holes of their quarter-
final match against Baylor on Tuesday
morning at Rich Harvest Farms until they
rallied, with Brad Dalke finishing off the
Bears with a par on the 19th hole.

The Ducks were outside the top eight
teams trying to qualify Monday for match
play when Ryan Gronlund closed with four
straight birdies that allowed Oregon to
advance. The Ducks took it from there,
beating Oklahoma State in the quarterfi-
nals and riding the clutch play of Sulman
Raza in the afternoon.

In the fifth and decisive match against
top-seeded Vanderbilt, Raza protected his
1-up lead on the par-5 18th hole with a 6-
iron onto the back of the green. Matthias
Schwab, the Commodores’ top player, went
left of the green, chipped well past the hole
and made par, and he conceded to Raza.

That gives the Ducks a chance to join
Alabama and Augusta State as the only
back-to-back winners since the match-play
era began in 2009.

“I guess there is something to never
quitting,” Oregon coach Casey Martin said.
“I told the guys that, and they bought in. I
kept telling them the weather is tough, but
never quit. Hang in there somehow. And
we got it done in match play. It will be a
great match tomorrow and I’m really

stoked that we get a chance to defend.”
Oregon won last year at Eugene Country

Club, its home course. The Sooners will go
for their first NCAA title since 1989, when
they won at Oak Tree in stroke play by 40
shots over Texas.

Grant Hirschman never led in his quar-
terfinal match until he won the final hole
for a 1-up victory that kept the Sooners
alive. Rylee Reinertson took the lead with
a birdie on the 17th in a 1-up victory, and
then Dalke added to the suspense. He lost
the last two holes to Matthew Perrine of
Baylor, but won with a par on the first
extra hole.

Oklahoma had a much easier time in a
3-1-1 victory over Illinois, which earlier had
eliminated Southern California.

“Unlike this morning, we got off to a
great start this afternoon,” Oklahoma coach
Ryan Hybl said. “We had some Sooner mag-
ic this morning and built off of that this
afternoon.”

Vanderbilt had a tough time in the
morning, beating UNLV when Patrick
Martin holed an 18-foot birdie putt on the
19th hole and Theo Humphrey outlasted
Justin Kim for a 3-2 victory. The
Commodores weren’t so fortunate in the
afternoon.

They were down to the Ducks until
freshman John Augenstein made a 30-foot
birdie putt from just off the green to win
his match in 19 holes. That gave Vanderbilt
hope, but only as long as it took Raza to
close out his match over Schwab. —AP

Oklahoma to face Oregon 
in NCAA golf finals

OAKLAND: Imagine Kevin Durant as a
skinny, timid teen being told to shoot by
his middle school point guard who saw so
much potential all those years ago. He
needed a little urging back then. Much of
it came from star San Francisco 49ers line-
backer NaVorro Bowman, who fondly
recalls his days passing to the future NBA
star. Bowman, who claims he was the
superior player at Drew Freeman Middle
School  in Pr ince George’s  County,
Maryland, used to encourage the lanky
Durant to be aggressive, to take it to the
hoop with authority.  Durant already
measured more than 6 feet tall at the time
and would rapidly add inches in the
upcoming years.

“Can you believe we had to tell him to
shoot?” Bowman recalled with a grin last
week at Levi’s Stadium while relaxing after
football practice in Santa Clara.

“Yeah, we had to tell him to shoot. We
knew that he could play the game and he
would  eventually get better, but how tall
he was, back in the day if you were that tall
you would be in the post or  you would be
in the paint. This guy was on the wing. You
could see the talent there. Eventually, as
you see now, he grew into it and became a
great player.”

Durant insists all he wanted to do was
create opportunities for others.

“I would just always want to please my
teammates, so I would pass up a shot to
get somebody else a look,” Durant said. “I
always had that trait and that kind of
turned into not being aggressive, if that’s
what it was called. But I was more so just
catering to my teammates, trying to make
them feel comfortable. And at a young age,
NaVorro being such a leader that he is, he

knew that I had some pretty good talent at
that age and he just told me, ‘Go out there
and just play.’ As a kid, you need that, you
want that validation from your teammates.
Especially starting off early when I started
to take basketball really, really serious, just
a couple words from him meant a lot.”

They’ve since reunited in the Bay Area,
Bowman cheering for KD to win his first
championship with the Warriors. Bowman
plans to be there in person at Oracle Arena
this week. Game 1 against the defending
champion Cleveland Cavaliers is Thursday
night. The Maryland boys’ paths crossed
before middle school, as opponents in
AAU ball - Durant figures around age 11.

As each chased professional dreams
over the next decade, they pushed one
another from afar without even knowing it,
taking great pride in their shared “DMV” -
D.C., Maryland, Virginia - roots and making
it big in their respective athletic pursuits.

“We really grew up together. He always
played Pee Wee football and you would
walk to the field and you’d see NaVorro
wearing a No. 99 jersey, all black on with a
visor, just bigger than everybody else,”
Durant said. “You didn’t really know who
he was until he took his helmet off. But you
could tell that he was on another level, just
his focus, just how much he wanted it, his
energy as a kid and then it just continued
to grow. I knew we kind of inspired and
pushed each other without even having to
say anything.”

From age 12 through high school,
Bowman would play basketball all day at a
24-hour gym, sometimes going from 8 am
until midnight. Durant would join him
sometimes, though he lived on the oppo-
site side of town. —AP

49ers’ Bowman remembers urging 
KD to shoot in middle school

SANTA CLARA: In this Aug. 14, 2016, file photo, San Francisco 49ers inside linebacker
NaVorro Bowman stands on the sidelines during the second half of an NFL preseason
football game in Santa Clara, Calif. Imagine Kevin Durant as a skinny, timid teen being
told to shoot by his middle school point guard who saw so much potential all those
years ago. San Francisco 49ers linebacker NaVorro Bowman, the superior player at
the time, used to tell tall-and-lanky Durant to be aggressive, to take it to the hoop.
“Can you believe we had to tell him to shoot?” Bowman recalled with a grin. — AP


