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LONDON: Championship club Wolves appointed former Porto boss
Nuno Espirito Santo as their new manager yesterday. Espirito Santo is
the fourth manager to work under Wolves’ Chinese owners in just 10
months following the departure of Paul Lambert on Tuesday.  The 43-
year-old former goalkeeper recently parted company with Porto after

failing to win a trophy with the Portuguese side, but Wolves’
owners Fosun hope he can lead them into the Premier

League next season.  “I first got to know Nuno two years
ago, and, at that time, we hadn’t taken over Wolves,”
Wolves director Jeff Shi said. “When talking to him, I was

impressed by his football tactics.  “Since the very
beginning of the Wolves project, Fosun has been
very clear on our strategic thinking and philoso-
phy, and has huge ambition and confidence to
achieve our goals. “In a sense, we are very glad
to find Nuno with a football philosophy that is
similar to ours.—AFP

MILAN: MotoGP star Valentino Rossi said yesterday he is fighting to be
fit in time for this weekend’s world championship race at Mugello after
injuries sustained in a training accident. Rossi, known on the circuit as
‘The Doctor’, was discharged from a Rimini hospital last weekend after
treatment for chest and stomach injuries suffered while he
was training in motocross. Desperate to get back into
contention after crashing out of the French Grand Prix
at Le Mans two weeks ago and dropping to third in
the standings, the 38-year-old star said he remains
optimistic but won’t fully know if and when he trains
on the track on Friday. “It won’t be easy to be there,”
Rossi said on Wednesday in a website report on Gazzetta
dello Sport. “Unfortunately I hurt myself while training in
motocross, the pain in my abdomen and chest is still
intense. “Fortunately I’m getting better by the day
and that makes me optimistic for the end of the
week at Mugello. — AFP

MONTPELLIER: France No 8 Louis Picamoles will return to Montpellier
on a three-year deal after the Top 14 club bought out his contract at
Northampton, it was confirmed yesterday. Northampton said the 31-
year-old Picamoles had “received a proposal from Montpellier which will
underpin the future financial stability of his family”. “The club has there-
fore reluctantly agreed to the transfer and accepted a significant trans-
fer fee for his services,” Saints said in a statement. “This fee will be rein-
vested into the playing squad to ensure Northampton Saints continues
to strive for success on the pitch.” Picamoles, who had signed a three-
year deal with Northampton last summer, added: “I am proud to have
played for Northampton Saints and I have enjoyed my time with the
club. “I am grateful for all the support and friendship I have received
from the club, the coaches, my teammates and supporters.” Capped 61
times by France, the abrasive forward came through the Montpellier
youth section and quickly made his name at the southern club before
leaving for Toulouse in 2009. “Montpellier approached me to know if I
had the desire to return to France,” Picamoles said. —AFP
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Al-Qabas and Al-Danah in quarter finals 
KUWAIT: Within Annahar Ramadan Soccer
Tourney for newspapers and magazines, Al-
Qabas and Al-Danah soccer teams qualified

to the quarter finals after respectively beat-
ing Kuwaityah and Al-Aljarida by 4-3 and 3-
1. The matches were played at the High

Institute for Navigation and Communication
in Shuwaikh. 

Notably, the tourney held in collabora-

tion with K JA and under auspices of
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and
Acting Minister of Information, Sheikh

Mohammed Al-Abdullah will last till next
Saturday. 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Board of Kuwait
Disabled Sports Club Shafi Al-Hajri said com-
petitions of the 9th Ramadan tournament for
the disabled games, being organized by the
club under the patronage of Iqbal Behbehani
in basketball, table tennis, fencing, weightlift-

ing, and boccia has more than 180 players par-
ticipating. Al-Hajiri said in a press statement
that this large participation by disabled ath-
letes of mobile, mental and visual disabilities
in and out of the club, and organized by the
club for the ninth time, contributed to having
competitions being at the highest level.

He said the club is keen on organizing this

tournament annually to entertain its members
with sports and give them a distinguished
atmosphere during the month of Ramadan,
that besides the opportunity of discovering
skilled players who can be prepared to repre-
sent Kuwait abroad.

Competitions, that will continue for four
days saw the Kuwait team led by Essa Al-

Fadhly winning twice in a row in the wheel-
chair basketball against the teams of Ittihad
and Noukhatha, while the losing teams will
compete for second and third places today.

Meanwhile in basketball for the mentally
challenged Ittihad beat Al-Shaheed and Al-
Nasser teams and is very close to win the tour-
nament while Al-Shaheed and Al-Salam have

one win each, as Al-Nasser suffered two
defeats.

In fencing Epee Abdallah Al-Haddad won
first place followed by Abdallah Al-Khaldi in
second and Faisal Al-Kandari in third.

In the florets Sanad Al-Beloushi won first
place ahead of Abdallah Al-Haddad and
Abdallah Al-Khalidi.

Over 180 disabled athletes participate in 9th Ramadan tourney
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