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In the meantime, Kuwait Appeals Court yesterday
overturned a 10-year jail term against seven young men
and sentenced them to death for abducting and raping
a mentally-retarded boy and filming their action. The
seven men, four Kuwaitis, a Yemeni, an Iraqi and a state-
less, abducted the 13-year old boy to a chalet last
September and raped him. They filmed part of the rap-
ing and threatened the boy to post the videos on social
media if he spoke up.

According to the victim’s lawyer, Ibrahim Al-Bathani,
the boy’s parents were in France for medical treatment as
the father was suffering from cancer. His sister took care

of him in their absence. The Criminal Court in April sen-
tenced the men for a 10-year jail term each. Now the case
moves to the court of cassation whose rulings are final. 

The National Assembly yesterday approved the
budgets and final accounts of 10 government bodies
including the KUNA news agency, the Public Authority
for Youth, the Public Authority for Applied Education
and Training. The approval came despite strong criti-
cism by many lawmakers about alleged corruption and
failure to rectify remarks by the Audit Bureau and the
national assembly. With this, the National Assembly has
only the state budget to pass before closing this term.
The assembly will hold special sessions next week and
close the term. 

MPs oppose ban on ‘visas for relatives’
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There was no immediate claim of responsibility for
the attack, slammed by President Ashraf Ghani as a
“war crime”. The Taleban-currently in the midst of their
annual “spring offensive”-tweeted that they were not
involved and “strongly condemn” the blast.  The insur-
gent group rarely claims responsibility for attacks that
kill large numbers of civilians.  The Islamic State group
has claimed responsibility for several recent bomb-
ings in the Afghan capital, including a powerful blast
targeting a NATO convoy that killed eight people ear-
lier this month. 

NATO said the bomb was a VBIED, or vehicle-borne
improvised explosive device, which detonated near
Kabul’s Zanbaq Square at 8.22am. “The vigilance and
courage of Afghan security forces prevented the VBIED
from gaining entry to the Green Zone, but the explosion
caused civilian casualties,” the alliance’s Resolute
Support mission in Afghanistan said in a statement. 

Embassies damaged  
The explosion damaged a number of embassies in

the area, which houses diplomatic and government
buildings and is a maze of concrete blast walls, vehi-
cle barriers and armed security guards. German
Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel said the “despicable”
attack kil led an Afghan guard from the German
embassy, and added that some employees had been
injured, though he did not give further details.  He
said the bomb had detonated “in the immediate vicin-
ity” of the German embassy. 

The BBC said its Afghan driver Mohammed Nazir was
killed and four of their journalists wounded. Local TV
channel Tolo TV also tweeted that its staff member Aziz
Navin was killed. Manpreet Vohra, India’s envoy to
Afghanistan, told media the bomb went off around 100

meters from India’s embassy. All staff were safe, he said,
though the blast left “considerable damage”, including
shattered windows.

The explosion also blew in windows at the Japanese
embassy, leaving two staffers with mild injuries, a for-
eign ministry official in Tokyo said. France, Turkey, the
United Arab Emirates and Bulgaria similarly reported
damage to their embassies, while India and Pakistan
joined in international condemnation of the blast. The
NATO statement, which praised the “courage” of Afghan
forces, slammed the attack as “barbaric”. “It ... highlights
the hypocrisy of the enemy who claim that they only
target Afghan Security Forces and Foreign forces, yet
continue to cause death and suffering amongst inno-
cent Afghans,” it said.

US ambassador to Afghanistan Hugo Llorens issued a
scathing statement condemning the “complete disre-
gard for human life”, saying those behind the attack
deserved our “utter scorn”. Amnesty International
warned that it “shows that the conflict in Afghanistan is
not winding down but dangerously widening, in a way
that should alarm the international community”.
Yesterday’s blast was the latest in a long line of attacks
in Kabul. The province surrounding the capital had the
highest number of casualties in the country in the first
three months of 2017 due to multiple attacks in the city,
with civilians bearing the brunt of the violence.

Pentagon chief Jim Mattis has warned of “another
tough year” for both foreign troops and local forces in
Afghanistan. Afghan troops are backed by US and NATO
forces, and the Pentagon has reportedly asked the
White House to send thousands more soldiers to break
the deadlock in the battle against the Taleban. US
troops in Afghanistan number about 8,400 now, and
there are another 5,000 from NATO allies. They mainly
serve in an advisory capacity-a far cry from the US pres-
ence of more than 100,000 six years ago.   —  Agencies 

A massive truck bomb kills 90...
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At 0910 GMT Trump’s “covfefe” tweet had more than
120,000 retweets and had been shared 39,000 times,
according to Twitter figures. Then, around 0945 GMT, more
than five hours after it was posted, the mysterious tweet
vanished. Soon after Trump himself joined the deciphering
game. “Who can figure out the true meaning of “covfefe”
??? Enjoy!” he tweeted, in an unusual display of self-depre-
ciating humor. Since entering office, Trump has used
Twitter to issue declarations on everything from Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s TV performance to an alleged “MASSIVE
trade deficit with Germany.” 

Donald Trump may be lighting up Twitter with strange
new words and attacks on allies but in the battle for most
attention per tweet the US president is losing.  The world
leader whose original tweets generate the most retweets is
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman, according the latest
“Twiplomacy” study by communications firm Burson-
Martsteller. In terms of output, there is no contest: the Saudi
king only tweeted 10 times during the period covered by
the study-April 2016 to May 20 of this year. 

But those 10 tweets were each retweeted more than
147,000 times on average, dwarfing Trump’s 13,100 average
retweets per tweet, said the study, the sixth of its kind by
Burson-Martsteller. “He (King Salman) posts exclusively in
Arabic and without any visuals, but every tweet is a digital
home run,” said the report, which was based on analysis of 856
official and personal Twitter accounts of leaders in 178 coun-
tries. Retweets are only one measure of influence on the social
media platform and Trump is gaining ground elsewhere. 

With the internet poking fun at his use of the word “cov-
fefe” in a post on Wednesday, which followed his assertion
on Twitter that US-German trade was “very bad” for
Americans, the report found that @realDonaldTrump could
be the most followed world leader account by August.
Pope Francis is currently in the lead with a combined
33,716,301 followers over his nine language accounts. 

Trump lags by about 3.5 million followers but his
account has grown by 5.7 percent per month during the
US election and start of his presidency, putting him on
track to overtake the pontiff, the report said. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi stood in third place with
30,058,659 followers. —  Agencies 

Saudi King earns more retweets than...

MARAWI: Philippine troops have killed 89 Islamist militants
during more than a week of urban battles but a final show-
down is expected to be fierce as the gunmen protect their
leaders and hold hostages, authorities said yesterday.
Attack helicopters fired rockets yesterday morning into
parts of Marawi, a Muslim city in the south of the mainly
Catholic Philippines, that were still controlled by the mili-
tants fighting under the black flag of the Islamic State (IS)
group.

President Rodrigo Duterte declared martial law across
the entire southern region of Mindanao in response to the
crisis, which he described as the start of a major campaign
by IS to establish a foothold in the Philippines. Eighty-nine
militants had been killed in the fighting and the amount of
territory in the city that the remaining gunmen controlled
had been cut to just 10 percent, military spokesman
Brigadier-General Restituto Padilla said yesterday.  

However Padilla warned of more intense battles ahead,
with the military believing three of the militants’ main
leaders were likely still in the city.  “That 10 percent is most
likely the area that is heavily guarded and defended by any
armed men if they are protecting any individual of high
value,” Padilla said. The militants are also holding an
unknown number of civilians hostage, according to Padilla
and other authorities. They initially took a priest and up to
14 other people hostage at the start of the crisis.

A video of the priest appeared on social media on
Tuesday, in which he repeated the militants’ demands to
withdraw and said his captors were holding 240 people
hostage. Padilla said the number of people cited in the
video as being held hostage could not be verified. He
insisted the release of the footage showed the militants
were becoming increasingly desperate and said security
forces would not back down. — AFP 

Philippine troops kill 89 Islamists

KABUL: A dog is seen running at the site of a car bomb attack in Kabul yesterday. At least 80 people were killed yesterday as a massive blast ripped through Kabul’s diplomatic quarter, shattering the
morning rush hour and bringing carnage to the streets of the Afghan capital. — AFP 
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cleanliness in their bodies, clothes, dwelling places, and
so on. Cleanliness impacts one’s health and makes you
more appealing to people who deal with you. Therefore, it’s
Sunnah (optional, recommended acts of worship that if
done with good intentions will accrue many rewards) to
wash your hands often, wash and iron your clothes, and to
observe a modest dress code. Following are among the
tangible benefits of personal hygiene:

Social acceptance
Good hygiene is critical for social acceptance, because

most people don’t want to be around those who are dirty
or smelly. Children who practice good hygiene eliminate
one major reason for other kids to mock or bully them.

Being a role model
Parents should set an example for their children by prac-

ticing good hygiene. Children are more likely to do what
you do than what you say. Therefore, “practice what you
preach.” Professional Acceptance: Most employers prefer

colleagues who are clean and well-groomed. Good hygiene
can make the difference in being hired and getting promo-
tions, depending on where you work.

Pain prevention
Periodontal disease can cause chronic mouth pain in

advanced stages, the American Academy of
Periodontology reports. The main cause of gum disease is
plaque buildup, which can be reduced with proper oral
hygiene. Finally, it is important to note that everything
Allah and His messenger enjoined upon us is beneficial to
us in this world and the Hereafter.  Our motivation for com-
plying is to please Allah first, but also to seek our own vest-
ed interests. 

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to empower
Kuwait’s expats through social and educational services that
promote a positive and productive role in society, and to facili-
tate opportunities for intra- and interfaith interactions that
promote social solidarity. For more information, please call
25231015/6 or e-mail: info@tiescenter.net. 
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