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A massive truck bomb 

kills 90 in Afghanistan 
Taleban ‘strongly condemn’ the attack 

News
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Saudi school shooting
RIYADH: A gunman killed two staff at a private school
in the Saudi Arabian capital yesterday, a security
source said.  “A teacher took a gun and then he went to
the school room and he killed the assistant school
principal and one of the employees,” said the source
who asked not to be identified because a formal state-
ment would come later from Riyadh police. Police are
treating the case as a criminal matter and “not a terror-
ist incident,” the source said.  According to his latest
information the suspect, of Iraqi origin, was still being
sought. The shooting occurred at Kingdom School,
which is part of a group owned by Prince Alwaleed Bin
Talal, chairman of Kingdom Holding Co whose diversi-
fied investments include Citigroup and Time Warner.
There were no students present at the time of the
shooting, according to the United States embassy
which issued an alert about the case. 

Trump blasts comedian 
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump castigated a well-
known comedian yesterday after the release of a
grisly-looking photo showing her holding up a prop
depicting the president’s bloodied severed head.
Kathy Griffin had apologized earlier for the picture-
released on Tuesday by the celebrity photographer
Tyler Shields-following a wave of criticism from
many quarters, saying in a video posted on
Instagram that “I beg for your forgiveness” for having
“crossed a line.” “Kathy Griffin should be ashamed of
herself,” Trump tweeted. “My children, especially my
11 year old son, Barron, are having a hard time with
this. Sick!” Griffin, an outspoken Trump critic who
won two Emmy awards for her reality show “My Life
on the D List,” had said she would ask Shields to
remove the image from the internet. Among those
tweeting in reaction to it was Trump’s son Donald
Trump, Jr. “Disgusting but not surprising,” he said. 
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Cleanliness, hygiene

Islam strongly promotes personal hygiene and
beauty as these are among the core tenets of Islam,
and regarded as acts of worship. A person will never

attain a balanced personality - according to Islamic
standards - without cleaning his body and soul.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Purity (or cleanli-
ness) is half of faith” (Muslim). He also said, “There are
two blessings from which many people fail to benefit,
which are good health and free time” (Bukhari).

People cannot respect someone who is not
clean and doesn’t observe personal hygiene.
Moreover, they will always try to stay aloof from
him. Every human being should be clean in dress,
food, drinks, speech, morals, manners, and so on.
The effects of cleanliness are not confined to tangi-
ble benefits, but transcend them to include soul
purification and elevation. Cleanliness, if observed
holistically, will also empower people so that they
are able to carry out the responsibilities of life easi-
ly, and people will be attracted to them.

All of us are in need of healthy strong bodies to
carry out our duties in life, which if done with the
intention of pleasing Allah and within the parame-
ters of Islam, will be rewarded abundantly by Allah.
Islam urges Muslims to be clean with regular show-
ers, ablutions, trimming the nails and hair, etc.
Teeth should also be brushed regularly, especially
after meals to remove bacteria that find a breeding
ground in a dirty mouth. 

Such bacteria, if ignored, cause your teeth and
gum to decay. Abu Huraira narrated that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, “If I had not found
it hard for my followers or the people, I would have
ordered them to clean their teeth in preparation for
every prayer” (Al-Bukhari 889). Beauty is manifest-
ed in many aspects including cleanliness and
observance of personal hygiene. 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Allah Almighty is
beautiful (and the source of beauty) and likes beauty,
He is clean and likes cleanliness, and He is generous
and like generosity...”In the narration above, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) urges Muslims to observe
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KABUL: At least 90 people were killed and hundreds
wounded yesterday when a massive truck bomb ripped
through Kabul’s diplomatic quarter, bringing carnage to
the streets of the Afghan capital just days into the
Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan. Bodies littered
the scene and a towering plume of smoke rose from the
highly-fortified area, which houses foreign embassies,
after the powerful blast in the morning rush hour blew
out the windows of missions and residences.

A Western diplomatic source said the vehicle was a
water tanker stuffed with more than 1,500 kilograms of
explosives and left a seven-meter deep crater at the
scene. Rescue workers were digging bodies from the
rubble hours after the explosion. Dozens of damaged
cars choked the roads as wounded survivors and pan-
icked schoolgirls sought safety. Men and women strug-
gled to get through security checkpoints to search for
loved ones. 

It was not immediately clear what the target was.
But the attack underscores spiraling insecurity in
Afghanistan, where a military beset by soaring casu-
alties and desertions is struggling to beat back insur-
gents. Over a third of the country is outside govern-
ment control. “Unfortunately the toll has reached 90
martyred (killed) and over 300 wounded, including
many women and children,” said health ministry
spokesman Waheed Majroh, adding the f igures
would continue to climb as more bodies are pulled
from the debris. 

Continued on Page 13
KABUL: Afghan girls learn to read the Quran at a local Madrassa, or seminary, dur-
ing the Islamic month of Ramadan in Kabul.  — AP 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
receives Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani. Qatar’s Emir arrived in
Kuwait yesterday leading an official delegation, on a friendly visit to congratu-
late His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan. — KUNA

WASHINGTON: Not for the first time, a Donald Trump
tweet has lit up the internet. But this time, users the
world over have been left scratching their heads over
“covfefe”: a bizarre word apparently created by the
president. “Despite the constant negative press covfefe,”
read the US leader’s short tweet sent yesterday. Was it
an acronym? A secret message? Or just a typo?

Wags around the world weighed in with biting sar-
casm, and #covfefe quickly became the top trending
item on Twitter. Comments included a mock Google
translation of “covfefe” from Russian into English as “I
resign,” and comments like “Drain the covfefe”-a play on
Trump’s promise to “drain the swamp” in Washington.
“‘Covfefe is a great word, period! - Sean Spicer tomor-
row,” read one tweet, mentioning the president’s
spokesman. To avoid confusion, the Regent’s English
Language Center in London wrote: “To all of our English
language students, we can confirm that ‘covfefe’ is not
an English word. Yet.”
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Saudi King earns more 

retweets than Trump

Trump cryptic tweet ‘covfefe’ trends on Twitter

This screen grab shows a tweet from President Donald
Trump which has social media trying to find a mean-
ing in the mysterious term ‘covfefe.’ — AP 

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Islamist MP Waleed Al-
Tabtabai said yesterday that a
number of  MPs are planning
moves against a recent Interior
M inistr y  decis ion to prevent
expatriates from sponsoring their
parents,  s isters  and brothers
even those living with them in
Kuwait. The lawmaker described
the decision, issued just a few
days ago, as “unhuman” adding
that it  wil l  cause many social
problems in Kuwait. Tabtabai also
called on the Interior Ministry to
extend the visit visas for Syrian
dependents  and then renew

their stay every year until the sit-
uations improve in Syria.

The lawmaker said the new
restrictions on the residences for
parents, sisters and brothers will be
debated in the National Assembly
human rights committee. He did
not however give any timeframe
for the meeting as the National
Assembly is expected to close the
current term next week. The
Interior Ministry last week issued
new regulations stating that the
residence permits of parents, sis-
ters and brothers will no longer be
renewed and expats can only
sponsor their wives and children.
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MPs oppose ban on 

‘visas for relatives’

7 rapists sentenced to death

RIYADH: Muslims break their fast,
with a meal known as the ‘Iftar’ dur-
ing the Muslim holy fasting month
of Ramadan in Riyadh. — AFP 


