
JAKARTA: A conservation group says
nearly a fifth of the forest in an orang-
utan sanctuary on the Indonesian part of
Borneo has been taken over by people,
threatening efforts to rehabilitate the
critically endangered great apes for
release into the wild. People thought to
have migrated from other parts of
Indonesia have occupied part of the
sanctuary, cut down trees and planted
crops including palm oil,  Borneo
Orangutan Survival Foundation
spokesman Nico Hermanu said Thursday.

The human activities are near a “forest
school” where more than 20 orangutans
live semi-independently and learn how
to find food, build nests and other skills
they need for survival - a crucial part of
their rehabilitation from trauma often
inflicted by people, who take babies for
pets or kill the animals for wandering
into plantations. The foundation bought

the land for the 1,850-hectare (4,571-
acre) sanctuary from locals over several
years and restored its forest. The facility
now cares for 170 orangutans overall.

Hermanu said the foundation told the
residents they were encroaching on the
Samboja Lestari sanctuary, “but their
activities keep continuing.” Local police
have refused to prosecute and recom-
mended talks instead “which won’t solve
anything,” he said. The foundation is now
seeking the help of the local govern-
ment in East Kalimantan province to
ensure its rights over the land. Nearly
340 hectares of the sanctuary have been
encroached, and Hermanu said some of
it may have stemmed from dry season
fires in 2015 when part of Samboja
Lestari burned. 

Plantation companies and villagers
often deliberately set the fires to clear
land for planting. The number of orang-

utans in Borneo and on the Indonesian
island of Sumatra, recognized as sepa-
rate species and both classified as criti-
cally endangered has fallen precipitously
since the 1970s. The orangutans are pro-
tected species in Indonesia and Malaysia
but deforestation has dramatically
shrunk its habitat, with about 40 percent
of Borneo’s forests lost since the early
1970s and another huge swath of forest
expected to be converted to plantation
agriculture in the next decade.

Borneo Orangutan Survival
Foundation, one of several groups
focused on orangutan conservation, also
has 60-year concession rights to about
86,000 hectares of forest in Borneo that
it bought from the government in 2011
for 12.9 billion Indonesian rupiah. About
a quarter of it is suitable habitat for
releasing orangutans after their years-
long rehabilitation.—AP
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Indonesia orangutan sanctuary says villagers encroaching

BAIKONUR, Kazakhstan: A three-man space
crew from Italy, Russia and the United States on
Friday arrived at the International Space Station
for a five-month mission Friday. Footage broad-
cast by Russia’s space agency Roscosmos
showed the Soyuz craft carrying NASA astronaut
Randy Bresnik, Russian cosmonaut Sergey
Ryazansky and Paolo Nespoli of the European
Space Agency take off into the dusky sky from
Kazhakstan’s Baikonur cosmodrome. 

Six hours later, after orbiting Earth four times,
the Soyuz docked with the space station. The
hatches between them were to open later, after
pressurization and leak checks are carried out,
according to the US space agency NASA. The
arrival of the three astronauts boosted the ISS
back up to its full capacity of six for the first time
since April, after Russia decided to cut the num-
ber of its cosmonauts to two. 

NASA has responded to Russia’s reduction by
boosting the number of astronauts that will
operate in its half of the ISS.  In total, four astro-
nauts-Peggy Whitson, Jack Fischer, Bresnik and
Nespoli-will now conduct experiments in the
NASA-run segment, with Ryazansky joining
Fyodor Yurchikhin to man the Russian section.  

Ton of science   
Bresnik said at a pre-launch press conference

on Thursday that the extra member would help
the crew conduct experiments and carry out
repairs. “There is a ton of science to do,” he said
ahead of the flight. Bresnik-who is on his second
flight-also praised the work of Whitson, Fischer
and Yurchikhin, already aboard the orbital lab.
“They’ve really got their groove on. They are
working very, very well. They have good tech-
nique and tempo,” he said.

Ryazansky, 42, who is embarking on his third
stint aboard the ISS said at the press conference
that he would be taking a small gnome into
space in tribute to a song beloved by his family.
Live footage broadcast on Roscosmos’s website
showed the toy gnome hanging inside the cap-
sule as the trio prepared for takeoff. At 60 years
old and with 174 days logged in space, Nespoli is
the most experienced of the three fliers, but the
Italian made it clear his love for space travel has-
n’t faded over time with a tweet showing him
pulling his space suit on Friday.

“Beam me up S...oyuz! Hitching another ride
soon to the @Space_Station,” he wrote. Nespoli

became the oldest astronaut onboard, edging
Fyodor Yurchikhin, 59 and Whitson, 57. But Whitson
is the oldest female astronaut in the history of
space exploration and has broken other records
during her latest mission at the ISS. In April, Whitson
became the NASA astronaut with the most cumula-
tive time spent in space, having already broken the
record for spacewalks by a woman the month
before. Whitson was expected to return home in
June with Russian Oleg Novitsky and 

Frenchman Thomas Pesquet, but had her
mission extended into September by NASA in a
decision connected to the Roscosmos crew
reduction. Roscosmos has said its two-man
crew format will help it save costs while the ISS
waits on the arrival  of  a long-delayed
Multipurpose Laboratory Module that will gen-
erate enough work on board to justify a third
cosmonaut on board. 

The $100 billion ISS space laboratory has
been orbiting Earth at about 28,000 kilometers
per hour since 1998. Space is one of the few
areas of international cooperation between
Russia and the US that has not been wrecked by
tensions over Ukraine and Syria.—AFP 

SUMATRA: Veterinarian Yenni Saraswati of Sumatran Orangutan Conservation
Program (SOCP) carries a baby orangutan at SOCP’s orangutan rehabilitation
Centre in Batu Mbelin, North Sumatra, Indonesia.—AP

Three-man crew reaches 

International Space Station

SYDNEY: Scientists are attempting to
unlock the secrets of the “lost continent”
of Zealandia, setting sail Friday to investi-
gate the huge underwater landmass east
of Australia that has never been properly
studied. Zealandia, which is mostly sub-
merged beneath the South Pacific, was
once part of the Gondwana super-conti-
nent but broke away some 75 million
years ago. In a paper published in the
Geological Society of America’s Journal
GSA Today in February, researchers made
the case that it should be considered a
new continent.

They said it was a distinct geological
entity that met all the criteria applied to
Earth’s other continents, including ele-
vation above the surrounding area, dis-
tinctive geology, a well-defined area
and a crust much thicker than that
found on the ocean floor. Covering five
million square kilometers, it extends
from south of New Zealand northward
to New Caledonia and west to the Kenn
Plateau off Australia’s east. Drill ship
Joides Resolution will recover sediments
and rocks lying deep beneath the sea
bed in a bid to discover how the region
has behaved over the past tens of mil-
lions of years.

The recovered cores will be studied
onboard, allowing scientists to address
issues such as oceanographic history,

extreme climates, sub-seafloor l ife,
plate tectonics and earthquake-gener-
ating zones. Co-chief scientist Jerry
Dickens, from Rice University in Texas,
said the region was a vital area to study
changes in global climate. “As Australia
moved nor th and the Tasman Sea
developed, global circulation patterns
changed and water  depths over
Zealandia fluctuated,” he said. “ This
region was important in influencing
global changes.”

Austral ian National  University ’s
Neville Exon said the two-month expe-
dit ion,  sett ing out Fr iday from
Townsvi l le,  would also help better
understand major changes in the global
tectonic configuration that star ted
about 53 mil l ion years ago.  This  is
around the time that the Pacific “Ring of
Fire”, a hotspot for volcanoes and earth-
quakes, came into existence. 

In the February scientific paper, lead
author Nick Mortimer said experts had
been gathering data to make the case for
Zealandia being a continent for more
than 20 years. But their efforts had been
frustrated because most of it was hidden
beneath the waves. “If we could pull the
plug on the oceans, it would be clear to
everybody that we have mountain chains
and a big, high-standing continent,” he
said at the time.—AFP 

KAZAKHSTAN: Russia’s Soyuz MS-05 rocket carrying a three-man crew from Italy, Russia and the United States, blasts off from the Baikonur cos-
modrome for a five-month mission on the International Space Station (ISS).—AFP

AT SEA: This undated handout aerial photo received from Australian National
University in Canberra shows the drill ship Jodies Resolution at sea.—AFP
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