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BASEBALL

Moustakas’ 30th HR lifts Royals over Red Sox for 9th straight win
BOSTON: Salvador Perez and Mike
Moustakas homered off emergency starter
Rick Porcello, who took over when David
Price went back on the disabled list with left
elbow inflammation, and the Kansas City
Royals beat Boston 4-2 Friday night for their
season-high ninth straight win. The Red Sox
have lost five of six and nine of 14, dropping
out of the AL East lead for the first time
since June 29 and falling a half-game
behind the New York Yankees. Price began
the season on the DL and didn’t make his
first start until May 29. The 31-year-old lefty,
winner of the 2012 AL Cy Young Award, is 5-
3 with a 3.82 ERA. Porcello (4-14), who had
been scheduled to pitch Saturday, leads the
major leagues in losses, a year after winning
the AL Cy Young. He allowed four runs and
six hits in seven innings. Jason Vargas (13-4)
gave up one run and five hits in six innings.
Kelvin Herrera pitched a one-hit ninth for
his 22nd save in 25 chances.

RANGERS 8, ORIOLES 2
Adrian Beltre had two RBI singles to

increase his hit total to 2,998, Elvis Andrus
homered and Texas beat Baltimore. Beltre,
the 38-year-old third baseman in his 20th
major league season, is on the brink of
becoming only the 31st player in the 3,000-
hit club. Nomar Mazara hit three doubles for
the Rangers. Andrew Cashner (6-8) allowed
only a solo homer by Jonathan Schoop in

seven innings. Chris Tillman (1-6) allowed
eight runs and nine hits in 4 1-3 innings. 

CARDINALS 1, DIAMONDBACKS 0
Arizona starter Robbie Ray was hit in the

head by a line drive and driven off the field
in a cart during the Diamondbacks’ loss to
St. Louis. Ray was struck in the second
inning by a liner off the bat of rookie Luke
Voit. The ball caromed in the air into foul
territory where third baseman Daniel
Descalso caught it for the out. Ray lay prone
on the mound for several minutes before
sitting up with his teammates surrounding
him. He was taken off to be examined.
Michael Wacha pitched six innings and Jedd
Gyorko drove in the lone run with one of his
three hits. Wacha (8-4) allowed three hits.
He has won five of his last six starts and
improved to 7-1 in 12 starts at Busch
Stadium this season. Trevor Rosenthal, the
third reliever for St. Louis, earned his fifth
save with two innings. T.J. McFarland (4-3)
took the loss.

ASTROS 6, TIGERS 5
Josh Reddick hit a three-run homer in

the eighth inning, lifting the Houston Astros
over Detroit. The Astros trailed 5-3 when the
Tigers brought in reliever Bruce Rondon (1-
2) to start the eighth. He allowed singles to
Derek Fisher and Jose Altuve before
Reddick’s drive sailed well beyond the wall

in right field. Reddick drove in five runs, and
the Astros won despite getting only three
innings from starter Dallas Keuchel in the
left-hander’s return from a neck injury.
Keuchel, who hadn’t pitched since June 2,
allowed three runs and six hits in three
innings, walking three and striking out
three. Manager A.J. Hinch indicated before
the game that he would be on a pitch
count, and he was pulled after throwing 79.
Brad Peacock (9-1) allowed two runs in four
innings of relief,  then Chris Devenski
pitched the eighth and Ken Giles finished
for his 22nd save in 24 chances. Altuve had
three hits, extending his hitting streak to 19
games and raising his average to .369.

YANKEES 6, RAYS 1
Japan’s Masahiro Tanaka took a perfect

game into the sixth inning and struck out a
career-high 14, pitching the New York
Yankees past Tampa Bay for their fifth
straight win. Brett Gardner hit a leadoff
home run, Aaron Judge lined his AL-leading
33rd homer and Clint Frazier added a three-
run shot to boost Tanaka (8-9). Tanaka
struck out the first five batters, all swinging.
He set down 17 in a row before Adeiny
Hechavarria grounded a sharp, two-out sin-
gle up the middle. Tanaka allowed two hits
and walked none, and finished up by strik-
ing out the side in the eighth. Lucas Duda
homered in the seventh, a day after Tampa
Bay got him a trade with the Mets.  Austin
Pruitt (5-2), called up from Triple-A to take
the turn of injured Jake Odorizzi, gave up all
three homers. The Rays have lost seven of
nine and are 0-5 in the Bronx this year.

BREWERS 2, CUBS 1
Brent Suter tossed seven scoreless

innings and Milwaukee edged Chicago,
moving within a half-game of the NL
Central-leading Cubs. Suter (2-1) limited the
Cubs to four hits. He struck out five and
walked one in a career-long outing. Corey
Knebel notched his 18th save in 23
attempts, striking out pinch-hitter Kyle
Schwarber with the tying run on third. Jose
Quintana (6-9) gave up four hits and two
runs in six innings.

MARLINS 7, REDS 4
J.T. Realmuto had three hits, including a

tiebreaking home run, to spark a four-run
seventh inning and help Miami top
Cincinnati. Mike Aviles added a pinch-hit
two-run homer and Tyler Moore had an RBI

double in the seventh for the Marlins, who
have won six of eight. Dustin McGowan (6-
1) pitched an inning in relief for the victory.
Realmuto’s home run to left field off Wandy
Peralta (3-2) was his 12th of the season, a
new  career-high, and his sixth game with at
least three hits. Cincinnati has dropped five
straight and has lost 13 of 15 since the All-
Star break.

PHILLIES 10, BRAVES 3
Aaron Altherr homered twice and Jake

Thompson pitched five scoreless innings in
an emergency start to lead Philadelphia over
Atlanta. Tommy Joseph and Cameron Rupp
also homered and Freddy Galvis had three
hits for the Phillies, who have scored 19 runs
on seven homers and 14 extra-base hits
while winning the last two. Thompson (1-0)
replaced Jeremy Hellickson, who was
scratched an hour before the game.
Hellickson is thought to be among the play-
ers the Phillies are likely to move before
Monday’s non-waiver trading deadline.
Thompson, who the Phillies acquired from
Texas in the 2015 trade that sent Cole Hamels
to the Rangers, gave up five hits while strik-
ing out five and walking two. He was making
his fourth appearance this season but first
start since last September. Julio Teheran (7-9)
allowed eight runs in 4 2/3 innings.

ANGELS 7, BLUE JAYS 2
Parker Bridwell pitched a career-high 7

1/3 innings to win his third straight deci-
sion, C.J. Cron hit a two-run homer and Los
Angeles beat Toronto. Mike Trout had two
RBIs and Yunel Escobar had two doubles
and an RBI for the Angels. Toronto’s Justin
Smoak hit a solo homer off Cam Bedrosian
in the ninth, his 29th. Bridwell (5-1) allowed
one run and three hits. J.A. Happ (3-8)
allowed three runs in six innings and is 0-4
with a 6.00 ERA over his past four starts.

INDIANS 9, WHITE SOX 3
Jose Ramirez had four hits, including a

homer, and Carlos Santana and Michael
Brantley also went deep as Cleveland
extended its winning streak to eight and
sent Chicago to its 13th loss in 14 games.
Danny Salazar (4-5) allowed two runs and
three hits in six-plus innings to win his sec-
ond straight start since being activated
from the disabled list. Derek Holland (5-10)
allowed six runs and nine hits in 4 1/3
innings and has given up five or more runs
in five of his last seven starts.

TWINS 6, ATHLETICS 3
Jaime Garcia (1-0) struck out seven over 6

2/3 innings in his debut for Minnesota
debut, which acquired him Monday from
Atlanta, and the Twins stopped a four-game
losing streak. Jason Castro hit RBI doubles in
consecutive innings, and Ehire Adrianza and
Miguel Sano added run-scoring singles.
Brandon Kintzler got three outs for his 28th
save as the Twins won for just the third time
in their last 17 games at the Coliseum.
Daniel Gossett (2-6) was chased after just 3
2/3 innings, allowing five runs - four earned
- and nine hits.

METS 7, MARINERS 5
Michael Conforto returned to his home-

town and hit a pair of solo home runs, Neil
Walker and Curtis Granderson had two-out
RBI singles off David Phelps (2-5) to cap a
three-run eighth inning and New York ral-
lied after wasting a 4-0 lead. Playing his first
professional game at Safeco Field, Conforto
excited the 30 or so friends and family he
left tickets for with the fourth multi-homer
game of his big league career. Conforto
grew up in nearby Redmond. Jerry Blevins
(5-0) worked 1 1/3 innings, and Addison
Reed pitched the ninth for his 19th save.
New York attempted to solidify its bullpen
by acquiring closer A.J. Ramos from Miami
for a pair of prospects

PADRES 3, PIRATES 2
Travis Wood (1-0), making his Padres

debut after being acquired Monday from
Kansas City, struck out seven over six
innings and allowed two runs and two hits.
Three relievers finished a three-hitter, with
Brad Hand getting his sixth save. Cory
Spangenberg tripled in the tying run in the
sixth and scored the go-ahead run on a ball
four wild pitch by Daniel Hudson (2-5).

DODGERS 6, GIANTS 4
Corey Seager hit two home runs, includ-

ing a go-ahead, two-run drive in the sev-
enth as Los Angeles overcame a 4-2 deficit.
The Dodgers have won six straight games
and 37 of their last 43. Seager homered
leading off the first off Matt Moore and
capped a four-run seventh with a drive over
the right-field wall against Josh Osich. Alex
Wood (12-1) gave up four runs and eight
hits in seven innings, and Kenley Jansen
struck out the side in the ninth for his 26th
save. — AP

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 55 46 .545 -
Boston 56 48 .538 0.5
Tampa Bay 53 51 .510 3.5
Baltimore 48 54 .471 7.5
Toronto 48 55 .466 8

Central Division
Cleveland 56 45 .554 -
Kansas City 54 47 .535 2
Minnesota 50 51 .495 6
Detroit 45 56 .446 11
Chicago White Sox 39 61 .390 16.5

Western Division
Houston 68 34 .667 -
Seattle 51 53 .490 18
Texas 50 52 .490 18
LA Angels 50 54 .481 19
Oakland 44 59 .427 24.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 61 39 .610 -
NY Mets 48 53 .475 13.5
Miami 48 53 .475 13.5
Atlanta 48 53 .475 13.5
Philadelphia 36 64 .360 25

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 54 48 .529 -
Milwaukee 55 50 .524 0.5
St. Louis 51 52 .495 3.5
Pittsburgh 50 53 .485 4.5
Cincinnati 41 62 .398 13.5

Western Division
LA Dodgers 72 31 .699 -
Arizona 59 44 .573 13
Colorado 58 45 .563 14
San Diego 46 57 .447 26
San Francisco 40 64 .385 32.5

NY Mets 7, Seattle 5; San Diego 3, Pittsburgh 2; LA Dodgers 6, San Francisco 4; Minnesota 6, Oakland 3; St. Louis
1, Arizona 0; Milwaukee 2, Chicago Cubs 1; Cleveland 9, Chicago White Sox 3; Texas 8, Baltimore 2; Miami 7,
Cincinnati 4; Houston 6, Detroit 5; Kansas City 4, Boston 2; LA Angels 7, Toronto 2; Philadelphia 10, Atlanta 3; NY
Yankees 6, Tampa Bay 1.

NEW YORK: Major League Baseball
plans to start the 2019 and 2020 sea-
sons in Asia and play regular-season
games in England in June of both
years. The collective bargaining agree-
ment reached in November was final-
ized and sent to the clubs Friday, and
it contains a schedule for international
play through 2021 along with how
much extra money each player will
receive for making the trips.

“Playing major league games
abroad is critically important to grow-
ing the game internationally, and we
are very pleased that the parties were
able to agree on a very comprehen-
sive international play plan in bargain-
ing,” MLB Chief Legal Officer Dan
Halem said in an email to The
Associated Press.

The agreement calls for the season
opener to be played in Asia in 2018
and 2020 and specifies Japan for
2019. However, plans have not pro-
gressed for a 2018 Asian opener and
those games are now unlikely, accord-
ing to a baseball official familiar with
the planning. The official spoke on
condition of anonymity because no
statement was authorized.

A two-game series between
Cleveland and Minnesota in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, already has been
announced for next April 17-18, and
the agreement calls for an additional
series in Puerto Rico or the Dominican
Republic in May 2020.

“I think it’s probably been in the
works for a while for MLB to try to find
out how to expand on the interna-

tional and global market,” Twins man-
ager Paul Molitor said. “You try to mar-
ket your product the best way you can
into the most expansive areas you
can. ... The fact we were able to pique
enough interest in fan bases from
parts maybe we never would have
imagined a decade or two ago can
only be good for the game.”

Series in Mexico are planned for
each April from 2018-21 and for May
2019 and 2021. London’s Olympic
Stadium, West Ham’s Premier League
home, has been looked at as a possi-
ble venue for the games in Britain,
and the New York Yankees and
Boston Red Sox are the most likely
teams for 2019.

The NFL has played regular-season
games in London since 2007 and has

expanded to four games there next
season, when it also will  play in
Mexico City for the second straight
year. The NBA has held regular-season
games in Japan, London and Mexico
City since 1990, and NBA Finals MVP
Kevin Durant of the champion Golden
State Warriors is currently in India as
an ambassador supporting the sport’s
growth.

“Sharing my love of basketball with
thousands of boys and girls across
India was an unbelievable experi-
ence,” said Durant, who along with
3,459 Indian children set a Guinness
World Record for the largest basket-
ball lesson ever with some participat-
ing via satellite. Baseball players will
receive an extra $60,000 each for reg-
ular-season trips to Asia or England,

and an additional $15,000 for trips to
Mexico, Puerto Rico or the Dominican
Republic. Each event can be one, two
or three games.

No games in Australia are in the
works during the five-year deal, which
began this season. The deal calls for
spring training trips in the next three
years: two Mexico series in 2018, 

Mexico and either Puerto Rico or
the Dominican Republic in 2019 and
one Mexico series in 2020. Players
receive an extra $5,000 for each inter-
national spring training series. Most-
World Series tours are planned for
Japan in 2018 and 2020, and Asia or
Mexico in 2019.  Players get $100,000
for postseason All-Star trips to Japan,
$50,000 for the rest of Asia and
$25,000 for Mexico. — AP

MLB plans Asian, England games for 2019, 2020

LOS ANGELES: Second baseman Joe Panik #12 of the San Francisco Giants tags out Austin Barnes #15 of the Los Angeles Dodgers attempting to steal second in the eighth inning at Dodger Stadium on Friday in Los Angeles,
California. The Dodgers won 6-4.— AFP


