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MONTREAL: Vijay Singh jumped into
contention for his first victory since
2008 and Gary Woodland was just off
the course record but it was unheralded
Martin Flores who grabbed the 36-hole
lead Friday at the Canadian Open.
Flores, a 35-year-old American ranked
299th in the world, fired his second con-
secutive six-under par 66 to seize the
second-round lead at 12-under 132 in
the US PGA Tour event at Glen Abbey in
Oakville, Ontario.

“I was putting the ball in the fairway,
that’s for sure,” Flores said. “I kept getting
the ball up and down, kept the momen-
tum going in my favor.” Flores, who
began his bogey-free round on the back

nine, birdied the par-3 12th, then closed
his opening nine with birdies at the par-
5 16th, par-4 17th and par-5 18th. He
added a 20-foot eagle putt at the par-5
second to claim a one-stroke lead after
36 holes.

Americans Woodland, Brandon Hagy
and Matt Every shared second on 133,
one stroke ahead of Singh, Australian
teen Ryan Ruffels and Americans Kevin
Chappell, Charley Hoffman and Harold
Varner. Fiji ’s Singh, 54, skipped the
Senior British Open in Wales to play in
Canada, where the 50-and-over
Champions Tour standout could
become the oldest US PGA Tour winner
in history, eclipsing the feat of Sam

Snead when he won at Greensboro in
1965 at age 52.

World Golf Hall of Famer Singh, a
three-time major champion, has 34
career wins but has not won a US PGA
event since taking the 2008 Deutsche
Bank Championship on his way to the
season money crown.

“Champions Tour is way different
than this,” Singh said. “To come over
here and play, you’ve got to bring it.
You’ve got to get your game out there
and play hard.” Singh, another back-nine
starter, had three birdies in his first nine
holes, then opened with birdies on the
first and second holes, the first on a 32-
foot putt. After a bogey at the third,

Singh sank a 22-foot birdie putt at the
par-4 fifth but stumbled with a bogey at
the par-3 seventh.

Woodland threatened the course-
record of 62, shot four times, most
recently by Aussie Greg Norman in 1986.
But he settled for his US PGA career-low
round with a 63. Woodland opened on
the 10th holes as well and after two
birdies in four holes suffered his lone
bogey at 14.

But Woodland followed with six
birdies in a row, the most impressive of
them being a 26-foot chip from a
bunker at the 18th. “I was trying to just
keep it going,” said Woodland. “Holing
the bunker shot was huge. I drove the

ball in play and gave myself a lot of
chances.”

A tap-in birdie at the par-3 fourth
and 12-foot birdie at the par-3 seventh
put him on the brink of the mark, but a
13-foot birdie miss at 18 ended his bid
for a 62.

“I had everything clicking,” Woodland
said. “It has been coming together for a
while. I just hadn’t done it. I was driving
it well and the putts were going in.”
Woodland has two runner-up finishes
this season, at the Honda Classic and
Mayakoba Classic in Mexico, as he chas-
es a third PGA title after the 2011
Transitions Championship and 2013
Reno-Tahoe Open. —AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: Winger Seta Tamanivalu
scored two tries against his former team as the
Crusaders beat the Chiefs 27-13 yesterday to
reach the Super Rugby final for the 12th time
and to move within a match of their eighth
championship.

The Hamilton-based Chiefs had an abun-
dance of possession but the Christchurch-based
Crusaders showed playoff smarts, siezing a
handful of chances to score four tries that pro-
pelled them into the final for the first time since
2014. The seven-time champions will play the
winner of Saturday’s second semifinal between
the Johannesburg-based Lions and Wellington-
based Hurricanes as they attempt to win Super
Rugby for the first time since 2008.

Tamanivalu touched down twice in the sec-
ond half and scrumhalf Bryn Hall and fullback
Israel Dagg also scored tries for the Crusaders.
All Blacks lock Brodie Retallick scored a late con-
solation try for the Chiefs, who had a try con-
tentiously disallowed by the television match
official at a crucial stage of the first half. The
Chiefs were at odds for much of the match with
referee Glenn Jackson, a former Chiefs flyhalf
and now one of Super Rugby’s leading referees.

Against expectations, the Chiefs made most
of the play in the first half, forcing the Crusaders
into constant defense during which they had to
make four times as many tackles as their oppo-
nents. The Crusaders scrambled well in defense
and the Chiefs’ attempts to turn possession into
points were often thwarted by desperate tack-
ling or by handling errors.

“The Chiefs had a lot of ball in the first half and
the boys were definitely blowing and the legs
were heavy,” Crusaders captain Sam Whitelock
said. “But credit to our boys, they were hanging in
tough out there through determination and grit.
“We all know that defense is half of the game. The
Chiefs held the ball and really attacked us, espe-
cially that first 50 minutes, and we knew that if we
could weather that storm which could hope to
come over the top of them in the end.”

After being under almost constant pressure
in the first quarter, the Crusaders managed to
break out at their first opportunity and to score a
try through Hall against the run of play. All
Blacks center Ryan Crotty made the initial half-
break, thrusting his arms through a tackle and
passing to Dagg, who made a long break down
the left-hand touch.

Dagg then turned the ball infield to Hall, who
ran a perfect line in support, then scampered
away for the opening try that gave the
Crusaders a 10-0 lead. The match’s most con-
tentious moment occurred three minutes later
when Samoa winger Tim Nanai-Williams seemed
to score a crucial try for the Chiefs. He dived on
James Lowe’s infield kick and skidded over the
line for a try, awarded by Jackson.

Fullback Damian McKenzie was lining up the
conversion when the television referee called a
halt and instructed Jackson to disallow the try
because Nanai-Williams had knocked on in the
act of scoring. Captain Aaron Cruden, playing his
last Super Rugby match before quitting New
Zealand rugby, said the TMO was mistaken and
“it was a try any day of the week.”

“Rugby’s a momentum game and we thought
we created a lot of chances, had momentum at
times, but you’ve got to give credit to the

Crusaders,” Cruden said. “They’re a great side,
they scrambled really well, and when it looked
like we had them on the ropes, they were able to
do just enough to hold us out.”

The Chiefs were also assertive at the start of
the second half but the Crusaders gradually took

control. Flyhalf Richie Mo’unga made a tackle on
Lowe that popped the ball into the hands of
Dagg, who scored an opportunist try that turned
the tide of the match. Tamanivalu then scored in
the 57th and 72nd minutes to make the lead 27-
6 before Retallick’s late try. —AP

Crusaders beat Chiefs 27-13 
in Super Rugby semifinal
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Singh, Woodland leap into hunt but Flores leads Canadian Open

CHRISTCHURCH: Crusaders’ Israel Dagg attempts to break the tackle of Chiefs’ Charlie Ngatai during their Super Rugby semifinal in
Christchurch, New Zealand, yesterday. —AP

‘Phenomenal’ Dressel set 
for world sprint golds

BUDAPEST: Caeleb Dressel is on the verge
of a super yesterday at the world champi-
onships after clocking the fastest times into
both the men’s 50m freestyle and 100m
butterfly finals. America’s Dressel already
has three gold medals in Budapest follow-
ing victories in the 100m freestyle, plus
4x100m freestyle and mixed 4x100m med-
ley relay wins.

The 20-year-old clocked 21.29 secs in
Friday’s freestyle semi-final, then half an
hour later blasted out 50.07 in the fly semis
to make him the name to beat in both
finals yesterday. Singapore’s Joseph
Schooling, the men’s Olympic 100m butter-
fly champion, was fourth fastest into the
butterfly final at 0.71 behind Dressel and
could only admire the American’s stamina.

“Caleb’s just been phenomenal-he’s just
had an amazing meet,” said Schooling. “He’s
been on form, no one can touch him right
now. It’s pretty impressive actually, it makes
for an exciting race tomorrow.”

Katie Ledecky can pick up her 14th
career world gold, while sprinter Sarah
Sjostorm hopes to fix her freestyle
heartache with butterfly gold. 

FIVE-STAR LEDECKY 
Ledecky, the most decorated female

swimmer in world championships’ history,
was the fastest into the women’s 800m
freestyle final. Should the 20-year-old
favourite defend her title, it will give her a
fifth gold in Budapest.

She has already won freestyle golds over
400m and 1500m, plus the 4x100m and
4x200m relays, as well as silver in the 200m
freestyle, and it would be her 14th overall.
“I’m excited. I always enjoy my last race at a
meet, just giving it all and leaving it all in
the pool,” said Ledecky.

Sweden’s Sjostrom is hoping to heal her

hurt from losing the women’s 100m
freestyle final on Friday, by just 0.04secs to
America’s Simone Manuel, before clocking
25.30 seconds as the fastest qualifier into
Saturday’s 50m butterfly final. She can
complete the butterfly sprint double after
winning the 100m gold tomorrow.

“When I was on the podium (for the
100m freestyle), I saw how close I was to
the gold, my finish was really bad, you
don’t deserve to win the gold if you swim
like that,” said Sjostrom.

“I won’t talk about a comeback, if I’m
fourth or fifth tomorrow that’s how it is-I
want to talk about medals.”

STORMING SEEBOHM 
Australia’s Emily Seebohm, the defend-

ing world champion, says she will learn
from Sjostrom’s freestyle defeat when she
races in Saturday’s 200m backstroke final
after clocking the fastest time of 2:05.08 in
Friday’s semis.

“Anything can happen tomorrow night-
we saw that on the 100m freestyle-just
because someone’s in lane four and got the
world record and has the fastest time,
doesn’t mean they’re going to win,” said
Seebohm, who has a bronze in Budapest
over 100m.

Canada’s Kylie Masse, the world record
holder over 100m, was just behind at 0.16
behind Seebohm. The Australian said fear
of missing out on a place in the final
inspired her fast time in the semi. “I guess I
was watching the heat before and I decid-
ed that if I was too slow I might not get
through,” said Seebohm. “I’m just going to
go out there and enjoy it. “I have a world
title from 2015, it’s not like I need the pres-
sure of getting a second. “I’m just going out
there to enjoy it if I can go a little bit faster
than tonight I’ll be happy.” —AFP

IRVINE: Cristie Kerr birdied three of the
last six holes in strong wind Friday at
Dundonald Links for a 1-over 73 and a
one -stroke lead over Hall  of Famer
Karrie Webb in the Ladies Scottish
Open. Kerr played the first 11 holes in 4
over, with a double bogey on the par-5
third and bogeys on Nos. 6 and 11. The
39-year-old American had a 5-under
139 total.

“It was tough,” Kerr said. “I didn’t hit it
that great today, but I still managed. My
caddie and I managed the golf course
well, and we made the recovery shots
when we needed to. I’m just going to go

hit a few balls and try to find the feel. It’s
hard when you play back-to-back in
heavy wind with the swing, but we’ll
work on it.”

She won the LOTTE Championship in
April in Hawaii for her 19th LPGA Tour
title. “You never know with the weather.
I’m trying not to get ahead of myself in
this weather,” Kerr said. “Just try to hit it
pretty well and make some putts and
get up-and-down sometimes, and we’ll
see what happens.” Webb, a stroke
ahead of Kerr after a first-round 65, shot
a 75 to drop behind. The 42-year-old
Australian star had a double bogey, four
bogeys and three pars.

“ Well,  disappointing,  because I
bogeyed the last two,” Webb said. “I
fought really hard to be 1 over with two
to go. Just a couple of bad swings and a
couple of bad tee shots, really, that
made it  diff icult  to hit  the greens.
Disappointed with that but, obviously, if
you’d have told me before I teed off yes-
terday, that I would be 4 under, proba-
bly would have taken it.”

South Koreans Sun Young Yoo (69)
and Sei Young Kim (72) were tied for
third at 3 under. “I’m very pleased.” Yoo
said. “It wasn’t easy out there. It was
windy. Tried to make par every hole.
Didn’t try too hard. I think that worked
really good.”

Michelle Wie was tied for 11th at 1
over after a 73. Lydia Ko missed the cut
with rounds of 74 and 79. She has gone
a ful l  year without winning on the
LPGA Tour. “I missed like three 1-yard
putts in a row,” Ko said. “I just couldn’t
stroke the putt.”

She played her first 11 holes in 8 over.
Starting play on No. 10, Ko bogeyed five
of the first seven and made a double
bogey on No. 1 and a bogey on No. 2.
Her lone birdie came on No. 8. “I think
this is one of the windiest conditions
I ’ve played in,” Ko said.  “Especial ly
because it is so wide open from like 10
to 13, there’s no trees covering it, and
normally when I  played the Brit ish
Opens, or even here a couple years ago,
there was rain and that kind of softens
up everything. It just makes it a touch
easier than what it could be playing. But
I think today was probably one of the
most difficult rounds I’ve played in my
career, and I think just physically, men-
tally.” The Ricoh Women’s British Open is
next week at Kingsbarns. — AP

BUDAPEST: Sun Yang was a surprise absentee in
the men’s 1500m freestyle heats yesterday as the
world-record holder again opted out at the world
aquatic championships. A Chinese official told
reporters the decision was taken to ‘protect his
health’ as Sun has complained of tiredness. Despite
his no-show, the 25-year-old Chinese giant trained
yesterday and is due to race in the men’s 4x100m
medley relay today.

Sun has a history of dropping out of the 1500m
at the 11th hour at world championships. He was a
no-show for the men’s final in 2015 after citing
heart problems during the warm-up. After win-
ning freestyle golds over 200m and 400m in
Budapest, Sun had complained of fatigue before
flopping in the men’s 800m freestyle final on
Wednesday.

He finished fifth, 8.10 seconds adrift of winner
Gabriele Detti of Italy. In Sun’s absence, Ukraine’s
Mykhailo Romanchuk was the fastest qualifier
for today’s 1500m final in 14 minutes, 44.11 sec-
onds. Defending champion Gregorio Paltrinieri
was right behind at 0.20sec. Australia’s Mack
Horton was the seventh fastest and 15.13sec off
the pace. “It was a slow heat, I felt pretty good
early on,” said Horton, who won silver behind
Sun in last Sunday’s 400m final.

“I’ve just been doing 1500 heats in the last cou-
ple of days to blow away the cobwebs after sitting
around for the last couple of days.”

STORMING SJOSTROM 
Elsewhere, Sarah Sjostrom used her frustration

at missing gold by 0.04sec in Friday’s 100m
freestyle final to blast her way into the 50m
freestyle semis. Sjostrom clocked 24.08sec as the
fastest into yesterday’s semis. “I’m still disappoint-

ed about the silver last night, so it’s nice to only
swim 50 this time,” she said.

“I just need to keep that speed and swim fast
when it matters.” Denmark’s Pernille Blume, bronze
medallist over 100m on Friday, was second fastest
at 0.24sec. “It was a fine feeling for me. It was a
powerful swim but I didn’t sprint at all,” said Blume.
Japan’s Junya Koga was the fastest into the men’s
50m backstroke semi-finals, touching the wall at
24.54sec. France’s Camille Lacourt, the defending
champion was second quickest at 0.04sec behind.

“I’m happy with the way it’s going, there’s a bit
more left,” said Lacourt, 32. “I just want to do the
job now in the semi-final.” China’s Xu Jiayu, who
won the men’s 100m backstroke gold on Tuesday,
and America’s Matt Grevers, 32, the 100m silver
medallist, clocked a joint third fastest time at
0.24sec.

KING EDGES EFIMOVA 
Russia’s Yuliya Efimova and America’s Lilly King

resumed their battle royal in the women’s 50m
breaststroke heats. King sparked a war-of-words at
the Rio de Janeiro Olympics by dubbing Efimova a
“drug cheat” following the Russian’s 16-month
doping ban, which ended in 2015.

In Budapest on Tuesday, King won the
women’s 100m breaststroke final in a world
record time, while Efimova took bronze. The
Russian extracted an impressive revenge on
Friday by blasting to gold over 200m, finishing
two seconds clear of the field.

King faded to fourth after leading early on.
Yesterday morning, America’s King was the fastest
qualifier into the 50m semi-finals, clocking
29.76sec with Efimova just 0.23sec behind her and
the pair both avoiding questions.—AFP

BUDAPEST: China’s Sun Yang reacts after competing in the men’s 200m freestyle final dur-
ing the swimming competition at the 2017 FINA World Championships in Budapest. — AFP

Sun a surprise no-show 
in 1500m heats at worlds

Kerr shoots 73 to take 
Ladies Scottish Open lead

AYRSHIRE: USA’s Cristie Kerr plays her
approach to the par 4, 1st hole during
day three of the Ladies Scottish Open at
Dundonald Links, North Ayrshire.
Scotland, yesterday. — AP


