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most populous and prosperous province - for much
of the last decade, presiding over a series of big ticket
infrastructure projects.

Abbasi is set to be rubber-stamped as placeholder in
a parliamentary vote, with Sharif ’s ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) commanding a majority
in the 342-seat house. There was no immediate confir-
mation of when the vote would take place. An electrical
engineer and the businessman who launched Pakistan’s
most successful private airline, Air Blue, Abbasi is con-
sidered a highly-intelligent Sharif loyalist who has been
elected to the national assembly six times since 1988.

The opposition could also field a candidate for the
premiership, though the nominee has little chance of
getting sufficient votes. Nawaz Sharif became the 15th
prime minister in Pakistan’s 70-year history - roughly
half of which was under military rule - to be ousted
before completing a full term. In his televised speech to
PML-N parliamentary members yesterday, he angrily
denounced the ruling and warned the country was
“descending into chaos”. “I have no regrets... I will con-
tinue to fight for my vision of Pakistan,” he said.

The Supreme Court said in its judgement Friday
that it was disqualifying Sharif for failing to disclose his
monthly salary of 10,000 dirhams ($2,700) from a com-
pany owned by his son in the United Arab Emirates.
Sharif did not withdraw the salary, court documents
show, but the five-member bench ruled his failure to

disclose its existence meant he was not “honest” - a
requirement for Pakistani politicians under the coun-
try’s constitution.

The decision sent his political opponents into the
streets handing out sweets and beating drums in cele-
bration. Opposition leader Imran Khan, who has spear-
headed the push against Sharif, hailed the verdict as
ushering in a new dawn for Pakistan. But Pakistanis
were divided on whether it set the country’s democrat-
ic progress back, with supporters and commentators
and lamenting the ousting of a democratically elected
premier on a “technicality” in what some termed a
“judicial coup”.

Sharif ’s link to the UAE company was exposed as
part of an investigation into corruption allegations
against his family that erupted as a result of the
Panama Papers leak last year. The publication of 11.5
million secret documents from Panamanian law firm
Mossack Fonseca documenting the offshore dealings
of many of the world’s rich and powerful implicated
three of Sharif’s four children - daughter Maryam and
sons Hasan and Hussein. 

Claims about the lavish lifestyles and luxury London
property portfolio of the Sharif dynasty played out for
months in endless loops in the country’s raucous news
media. Bribery and other forms of graft are endemic in
Pakistan. The PML-N has consistently and noisily denied
the accusations, insisting that the dynasty’s wealth was
acquired legally through Sharif family businesses in
Pakistan and the Gulf. — AFP 

Ousted Sharif names brother as successor
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Three days earlier, a US Navy patrol ship fired warning
shots at a Guards boat in the Gulf as it closed in on the
American vessel, according to US officials. The Guards
denied approaching the US ship in Tuesday’s incident and
said it was the American vessel that had been at fault.
There have been a string of close encounters between US
ships and Iranian vessels in the Gulf in recent months.

On the political battlefield, Iranian foreign ministry
spokesman Bahram Ghasemi told state broadcaster IRIB
that Tehran condemned new US sanctions against its
missile program, which President Donald Trump is set to
sign into law, and vowed to press on. “We will continue
with full power our missile program,” he said. “We con-
sider the action by the US as hostile, reprehensible and
unacceptable, and it’s ultimately an effort to weaken
the nuclear deal.”

Ghasemi was referring to a 2015 agreement between
Iran and US-led world powers that lifted some sanctions
on Tehran in return for curbs on the country’s nuclear
program. “The military and missile fields... are our
domestic policies and others have no right to intervene
or comment on them,” the spokesman said. The sanc-
tions bill, which also targets Russia and North Korea,
was passed by the US Senate on Thursday, two days
after being approved by the House of Representatives.

Separately on Friday, Washington imposed new sanc-
tions targeting Iran’s missile program, one day after
Tehran tested a satellite-launch rocket. Iranian state tel-
evision broadcast footage of the takeoff from the Imam
Khomeini space center in Semnan province in the east
of the country. The launch vehicle was capable of pro-
pelling a satellite weighing 250 kg into orbit at an alti-
tude of 500 km, it said.

Western governments suspect Iran of trying to devel-

op the technology for longer-range missiles with con-
ventional or nuclear payloads, a charge denied by
Tehran, which insists its space program has purely
peaceful aims. In a joint statement, Britain, France,
Germany and the US condemned Tehran’s “destabilizing”
action, saying the test was in violation of UN Security
Council Resolution 2231 that endorsed the nuclear deal.
“We call on Iran not to conduct any further ballistic mis-
sile launches and related activities,” they said.

Resolution 2231 called on Iran not to test ballistic mis-
siles capable of carrying a nuclear warhead and an arms
embargo has remained in place. The United States has
had no diplomatic ties with the Iran since 1980, and
Trump has halted the direct contacts initiated by his
predecessor Barack Obama. Tensions have mounted
between Washington and Tehran since Trump took office
six months ago vowing to be the best friend of Israel.

At UN headquarters in New York on Friday, US envoy
Nikki Haley expressed mistrust of Iran. “Iran’s wide-
spread support for terrorists tells us we can’t trust them.
Iran’s breaking its obligation on missile testing tells us
we can’t trust them. Yesterday’s launch proves that yet
again,” she said. Despite his electoral promise to tear
apart what he once called “the worst deal ever”, Trump
has so far respected the nuclear agreement.

The joint US-European statement said that Iran’s
latest test features technology related to “ballistic
missiles designed to be capable of delivering nuclear
weapons”. Iran insists it has “proven its compliance
with the nuclear deal” as repeatedly confirmed by
the International Atomic Energy Agency. “Iran does
not recognize any limits to its scientific and techno-
logical progress and will not wait for the approval or
permission of any country regarding the activities of
its  scientists and exper ts,” the foreign ministr y
spokesman said. — Agencies 
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federal government’s response to Hurricane Katrina.
Rarely, however, do presidents face as much turmoil as quick-
ly as Trump has. His Friday afternoon tweet announcing
Kelly’s hiring capped a tumultuous week:

• his new communications director, Anthony Scaramucci,
spewed vulgarities in public at Priebus.

• Trump drew blunt criticism from GOP lawmakers
over his attacks on Attorney General Jeff Sessions for
withdrawing from the federal investigation into Russian
campaign interference.

• Senate Republicans’ efforts to pass legislation that would
have overhauled the nation’s health care law collapsed.

Some Trump allies tried to pin the blame for the health
debacle on Priebus. The former Republican National
Committee chairman had sold himself to Trump as a well-
connected Washington operator who could help round up
votes on Capitol Hill. He encouraged Trump to press for-
ward with a health care overhaul early in his presidency.

But as Republicans sorted through the rubble of their
healthcare failure, it was Trump, not his chief of staff, who
was the target of criticism. “One of the failures was the pres-
ident never laid out a plan or his core principles and never
sold them to the American people,” said Rep Charlie Dent.
He said Trump “outsourced the whole issue to Congress.”

Indeed, Trump’s relatively rare public appeals for the
passage of health legislation suggested he was more inter-
ested in a political win than in the details of policy. A for-

mer Democrat who does not adhere to all GOP orthodoxy,
Trump frequently shifted his own stance as to whether the
Republicans should repeal and replace the Affordable Care
Act at once or simply repeal the law for now.

By week’s end, it was clear that some Republicans sim-
ply weren’t afraid of breaking with a weakened president.
GOP Sens. Susan Collins of Maine, Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska, and John McCain of Arizona, who was back in
Washington after a brain cancer diagnosis, doomed a last-
ditch bill in Friday’s early morning hours.

Murkowski, who was targeted by Trump on Twitter for
her opposition, showed little sign of being cowed by the
president. “We’re here to govern, we’re here to legislate, to
represent people that sent us here. And so every day
shouldn’t be about campaigning. Every day shouldn’t be
about winning elections. How about doing a little govern-
ing around here?” she asked. To this point, Trump has failed
to shepherd a single substantial piece of legislation into
law. His only major accomplishments have been by execu-
tive power - rolling back regulations and undoing a few of
his predecessor’s achievements, like the Paris climate
treaty - along with his successful nomination of Supreme
Court Justice Neil Gorsuch.

Kelly, who spent his career in the military before being
nominated by Trump to run the sprawling Department of
Homeland Security, has limited political and legislative
experience. But at least for now, he has the trust of the
president. “He has been a true star of my administration,”
Trump declared. — AP 

Stalled Trump agenda leads to shakeup
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Khuchiyev means that Chechens should embrace
religion without being drawn into the Caucasus Emirate
or the Islamic State group, to which the Emirate has
now sworn allegiance. A large number of Chechens
have joined IS fighters in Syria and Iraq, according to
Russian authorities. 

In recent years, Kadyrov has expanded his message
to address the wider Islamic world. After the violence
erupted this month at a sensitive holy site in Jerusalem,
he seemed to declare support for Palestinians on his
highly popular Instagram account. “Almighty Allah has
always at the necessary moment put a sword in the
hands of a warrior for Islam who is capable of liberating
Al-Aqsa,” the post read. Al-Aqsa mosque is part of a
compound in Jerusalem’s Old City known as Haram Al-
Sharif, or Temple Mount to Jews.

Moscow-based political analyst Nikolai Petrov said

Kadyrov’s desire for “a special role in the Muslim world”
has been visible ever since Charlie Hebdo. Hundreds of
thousands of Chechens joined a government-directed
protest against the French satirical magazine for pub-
lishing cartoons of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in Jan
2015, just days after staff at Charlie Hebdo were mur-
dered in an attack. Kadyrov’s “latest statements on Israel
and Palestine, on Chechens in Syria, and even the scan-
dal over gays in Chechnya - all this only strengthens his
position,” said Petrov. “The greater the shock tactics, the
stronger his status as leader.”

Grozny is aiming to be a place of influence for
Muslims internationally, Khuchiyev said: “People come
from very far away to pray and study here”. However,
the emphasis on Islam has alienated some residents,
such as Yelena, who has lived in the city since she was
born. Yelena, a Russian Orthodox member, said she feels
“like a second-class citizen”. “Grozny is a Muslim city, for
Muslims,” she said. — AFP 

Grozny emerges from ruins to become...
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overseas laborers to get cash. China and Russia are its
biggest markets, but the Gulf hosts thousands. Go Myong-
Hyun, a research fellow at the Asan Institute for Policy
Studies, said some Middle East countries like North Korean
workers because “they don’t run away”.

Across the Gulf, some 6,000 North Koreans work, two
officials familiar with Pyongyang’s tactics told the AP,
including 2,500 in Kuwait, as many as 1,500 in the UAE and
2,000 in Qatar. The officials spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty to discuss confidential intelligence reports. Most North
Koreans working in the Gulf earn around $1,000 a month,
but the North Korean government keeps about half and
another $300 goes toward construction company man-
agers, the officials said.  That leaves workers with just $200.

In the UAE, eight North Korean workers typically live
together in a 21-sq-m space and eat little food, the two offi-
cials said. North Korea also operates three Korean restau-
rants in the UAE - two in Dubai and one in Abu Dhabi - out
of an estimated 130 it runs around the world, the officials
said. The two officials said another 1,000 North Korean
workers will arrive in the UAE in the coming months.
Typically, those in construction work as subcontractors,
with those commissioning the projects sometimes unaware
they have North Koreans working on site, the officials said.

They suggest that may have been the case when North
Korean workers took part in a recent expansion of the

UAE’s Al-Dhafra Air Base, a major Emirati military installa-
tion outside Abu Dhabi and home to some of the 5,000
American troops stationed in the country. Maj Josh T
Jacques, a spokesman for the US military ’s Central
Command, which oversees the Middle East, said its policies
do “not allow for the admittance or contracting of North
Korean nationals and other countries of interest at any US
military installation”. “We are not aware of any North
Korean laborers at Al-Dhafra Air Base and we would cer-
tainly be concerned if there were,” he told the AP.

America and others have been pushing its Gulf partners
to limit their exposure to North Korea. A bill passed
Tuesday by the House of Representatives includes limits on
the use of overseas North Korean labor. In Oman, the sul-
tanate expelled 300 North Koreans working in the country
in December, according to South Korea. Some 80 are
believed to remain. In Qatar, the UN said one construction
company dismissed 90 North Korean workers in 2015 over
abuse and labor law violations that included an incident
that killed one laborer.

North Korea’s sole embassy for the region is in Kuwait
City, where authorities in 2016 stopped direct flights by the
country’s state-run Air Koryo and ceased issuing new work-
er visas. Embassy officials there and authorities in Kuwait
did not respond to requests for comment. Oman’s Embassy
in Washington simply said “it’s the first time we hear of”
North Korean workers being expelled from the sultanate,
without answering any questions. — AP 

Gulf hosts thousands of N Korea workers
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Still, broad disillusionment among conservative vot-
ers could have an impact beyond just a few senators.
Primary election challenges or a low turnout could
mean trouble for all Republicans. Democrats need to
flip 24 seats to take control of the House of
Representatives, a shift that would dramatically re-
shape the last two years of Trump’s first term.

“If you look at competitive districts, swing districts, or
districts where Republicans could face primary chal-
lenges, this is something that will be a potent electoral
issue,” Republican pollster Chris Wilson said of his party’s
healthcare failure. “I don’t think this is something voters
are going to forget.” One such challenger has emerged.
Conservative activist Shak Hill, a former Air Force pilot,
plans to run against second-term GOP Rep Barbara
Comstock in a competitive northern Virginia district.

Hill told AP that Comstock, who voted against a GOP
House healthcare repeal bill in May, “has failed the
moral test of her time in Congress”. The leaders of other
groups, such as Women Vote Trump, have begun to
court primary challengers to punish those members of

Congress deemed insufficiently committed to President
Donald Trump’s agenda. “I expect that we will get
involved in primaries,” said the group’s co-founder, Amy
Kremer. “You cannot continue to elect the same people
over and over again and expect different results.”

On Capitol Hill, some Republicans insist their health-
care overhaul could be saved in the short term. Yet par-
ty leaders - backed by outside groups - are signaling
that they would probably move on to taxes.
Republicans hoped the issue would bring some party
unity, even as realists in Washington view the a tax over-
haul - something that hasn’t happened in more than 30
years - as one of the most complex legislative projects
possible.

The Trump administration has become engulfed in
internal drama over personnel and personalities. Trump
on Friday ousted his chief of staff, Reince Priebus, and
replacing him with Home Security Secretary John Kelly.
The president did not appear to share conservatives’
outrage about the Senate’s vote, but repeated his prom-
ises to remake the health system. “You can’t have every-
thing,” Trump said, adding: “We’ll get it done. We’re
going to get it.” — AP 

GOP fears fallout after ‘epic fail’...


