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In mid-2015, the UN Special Coordinator for the
Middle East peace process Nicolai Mladenov issued
a report through the Security Council calling on the

Palestinian and Israeli sides to make every effort to
build on existing agreements, taking into consideration
UN Security Council resolutions, the roadmap and the
Arab peace initiative to reach a mutual agreement. The
report stated that the coming period will be crucial for
the future of the peace process, with growing concerns
about the absence of negotiations to reach a two-state
solution.

The report pointed out that the current situation will
inevitably lead to the continuous erosion of the living
conditions of Palestinians and Israelis alike and will
undermine security and stability for all. The report
called on the government of Israel to take practical
steps to reaffirm its commitment to the two-state solu-
tion, including the freezing of settlement activity. 

Two years have passed and the situation is still burn-
ing, and even got worse recently. It seems there’s no
hope of a near-miraculous breakthrough. Because nei-
ther the Israeli government is prepared to cooperate
nor the Palestinians are ready to accept anything less,
because they have been suffering for many years over
making any move in favor of their case, which today
seems like an old issue in a global file filled with hun-
dreds of hot issues in a semi-ruptured Arab world.

Therefore, Palestine today is neither victorious nor
vanquished. The few Palestinians who still live there on
hope and the Arab dream are not even able to find
their daily bread, let alone peace. Amidst the intransi-
gence of Israeli forces and the provocations and harass-
ment that continue over observing religious rites,
Israelis themselves are not being able to live in safety,
stability and peace. So there are no winners or losers -
everyone has been defeated.

Earlier this month, the Israeli authorities closed Al-
Aqsa Mosque and surrounding areas for the first time in
years after a shooting incident. On Friday, the Israeli
occupation forces imposed restrictions on the entry of
worshipers to the Al-Aqsa Mosque for Friday prayers,
and opened only three doors for worshipers to enter
under certain conditions related to age and gender.

The Israeli government blames the attacks on
Israelis on “incitement” among Palestinians from
Islamist movements. In contrast, the Palestinian
Authority says the reason is the state of frustration
caused by decades of Zionist occupation. I believe that
no country or international power can now offer a mag-
ical solution that can be fully satisfactory to the two
parties in light of a historical, religious and humanitari-
an conflict where each party sees that it is completely
right and the other has to leave its homeland. 

This cannot be achieved on the ground, especially
with the strategy of the United States, which does not
seem to see the Palestinian and Israeli conflict from a
humanitarian or historical perspective, but as an old
issue related to its strategic and international interests,
and therefore it is not important to them how many
Palestinians are dying or tortured. They see the Israelis
as a force capable of protecting themselves with all the
weapons they have obtained. It is a complex issue
indeed and I do not think that the launch of new nego-
tiations will bring any change now. 

So what is the solution? I believe that the Europeans
and the EU have the elements of any possible initiative
that can be taken seriously, including commitment,
clarity and transparency in the position on the
Palestinian issue. For example, these countries through
the Security Council can call for the implementation of
resolution 2334 issued on Dec 23, 2016 and emphasize
the need to commit Israel to remove all obstacles to
worshipers to enter Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Old City of
Jerusalem. 

Al-Aqsa Mosque has great importance in the hearts
of Muslims and its closure was a serious mistake that
cannot be tolerated. Therefore, the Security Council
must condemn Israeli practices in violation of interna-
tional resolutions and law. This decision will not achieve
the dreams of the Palestinians in their homeland, but it
is an important message to Israel that Al-Aqsa Mosque
is a red line and must not be breached. 
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KUWAIT: Farwaniya municipality carried out a cam-
paign on restaurants and stores in Khaitan and Jleeb
Al-Shuyoukh resulting in issuing 33 tickets for viola-
tions that varied between dealing with items with-
out nutritional value, dealing with items in
unhealthy circumstances, dealing with items unfit
for human consumption, and not complying with
hygiene rules. A total of 150 kilograms of spoiled
food were also confiscated during the campaign.

Meanwhile, Farwaniya municipality also sent
152 food samples to Health Ministry laboratories to
make sure they are fit for human consumption.
Director of inspection and services’ follow up
Nasser Al-Rashidi said 2,235 signs and ads from
streets were removed during a recent campaign.
He added that 50 stores were inspected, 11 cita-
tions were issued, two violations were settled with
the payment of KD 200 while nine were not settled.

In the meantime, Capital municipality carried out
a campaign during which inspectors discovered 10
grocery stores operating in residential areas illegally,
in addition to four motorbikes used to sell ice cream
without a license.

Separately, Hawally municipality issued several
citations during a recent crackdown, including five
for employing workers without a health certificate,
five for hiring workers without with health certifi-
cate, four for unauthorized use of area and four for
displaying food items outside store limits.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Only two out of 48,000 transformers in Kuwait exploded
due to overload this summer, which is a testimony of the successful
maintenance operations conducted by the Ministry of Electricity and
Water (MEW) throughout the year, said engineer Iqbal Al-Tayyar, the
Director of Technical Supervision Department, Head of the
Rationalization at the Government and Private Sector. Meanwhile,
Tayyar revealed that the ministry plans to support the United Arab
Emirates with 200 megawatts per day for two months, which is con-
sidered another testimony for the ministry’s success to cope with the
increase in demand during the hot months of summer, especially
when considering the 150 megawatts that the ministry also provides
to Bahrain through the joint GCC grid. 

Housing project
State Minister for Housing Affairs Yasser Abul said 14 citizens

applied to the Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW), asking to
forfeit land pieces allocated for them in exchange of allowing them to
receive allocations in the south Khaitan project. However, their appli-
cations were not approved, the minister said. PAHW began receiving
allocation applications for south Khaitan since June 11 and will con-
tinue receiving them until October 31, he said, adding that the project
provides 1,448 plots, each of which has an area of 400 square meters.

School fees
Education Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Private and

Quality Education Dr Abdelmohsen Al-Huwailah said the department
is forming a special committee to set the standards and rules for pri-
vate schools’ fees. Meanwhile, Dr Huwailah said the private education
department must communicate with the supplies and stores depart-
ment to make sure about receiving books before the start of schools.

Municipality raids
Khaitan, Jleeb stores

Ministry successful in
meeting energy demand
despite extreme weather

Speaker back home
after attending

AIPU meeting
KUWAIT: Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanem returned to Kuwait yesterday after concluding his
participation at an extraordinary meeting for the Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU). The AIPU meeting
focused on the recent Israeli violations against Al-Aqsa
Mosque in Jerusalem. The meeting called for the United
Nations and the global community to stand firm against
Israel, saying it was important to protect Muslim and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem. 

Ghanem had stated on Thursday that Kuwait would not
surrender to “defeatist proposals” regarding the rights of
Palestinians, and urged Islamic nations to come to the aid
of Palestinians through diplomatic means.

Kuwait’s chief lawmaker made the comments during
the urgent AIPU talks on Israel’s recent failed attempts to
place metal detectors and surveillance cameras at the
gates of Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.  Israel removed the
inspection measures after Palestinian worshippers in the
hundreds declined to enter the holy site in protest of the
move. Ghanem urged Arab lawmakers and politicians to
bring up the topic at upcoming international meetings,
calling Israel’s actions a “bold and shocking assault” on one
of Islam’s holiest of sites.

Meanwhile, he expressed regret at what he deemed
were attempts, amongst certain Arab and Muslim coun-
tries, to encourage a sense of resignation to the issue of
Palestine.  “Here I ask the languid and the detractors: Do we
give up on all other forms of support for the Palestinian
people, merely because we are unable to come to their aid
with weapons?,” he said.—KUNA


